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HON. JOHN EDWARD KENNA. 

HON. JOHN EDWARD KEN¬ 
NA, whose death occurred January 11, 
1893, at an age when most men are not 
considered to have reached the prime 
of life, had achieved a national repu¬ 
tation as a statesman through many 
years of service as a representative of 
the State of West Virginia in the 
House of Representatives and Senate 


of the United States. . Elected to the 
lower house in 1876, at the age of 28 
years, he became a United States Sen¬ 
ator in 1883, when 35 years old. To 
no other man of the Mountain State 
has it been given to perform so great 
an amount of public service in the early 
years of manhood. 

Mr. Kenna was born in Valcoulon, 
Kanawha County, Virginia, now W'est 
Virginia, April 10, 1848, and at his 
death had not completed his 45th year, 
although nearly half his life had been 
spent in the public service. His father, 
Edward Kenna, a native of Ireland, 
came to the United States when 14 
years of age and secured employment 
at Natchez, Mississippi, subse([uently 
removing to Cincinnati, Ohio, where, 
after a brief business experience, he be¬ 
gan the study of law. In 1847 Ed¬ 
ward Kenna married Margery Lewis, 
the only daughter of John Lewis, of 
^ Kanawha County, Virginia, a grand- 
' son of Gen. Andrew Lewis, a man fa- 
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nious in the history of V irginia and 
one of a family of marked distinc¬ 
tion in the annals of the Old Do- 
minion. This marriage led to Mr. 
Kenna’s removal to Kanawha Countv, 
Virginia, where he successfully pur¬ 
sued the practice of the law and gained 
an extended reputation as a public 
sj)eaker. In 1856, when only 39 years 
of age, lie died, leaving three children, 
—two daughters and one son, John Ed¬ 
ward Kenna, aged eight years. Left in 
straitened circumstances, Mrs. Ken¬ 
na removed in 1858, to Missouri, 
where her brother resided. Residing 
upon a farm in a section not then de¬ 
veloped, young Kenna had few oppor¬ 
tunities for acquiring an education. 
He worked on a farm with Mr. Lewis, 
his uncle, and in after years referred 
to the fact that he could look with 
pride iiixm one of the finest planta¬ 
tions in Missouri which he had helped 
tc) redeem from its natural state with a 
prairie plow and four yoke of oxen 
when he was but 11 years of age. 

When 16 years of age Mr. Kenna 
enlisted in the Confederate Anny and 
followed its fortunes to the end of the 
war. While serving in General Shel¬ 
by’s brigade he was badly wounded in 
the shoulder and arm, but declined to 
be retired on account of his wounds 
and continued in active service. One 


who has written with true apprecia¬ 
tion of his character says of this period 
of his life: “In all the constant and 
pressing march, though but 16 years 
of age and suffering from his wounds, 
he never failed of a task that any other 
soldier performed and never lost a day 
from active service.’' The command 
to which he was attached retreated 
fn.'in Alissouri into Arkansas, en¬ 
countering hardships that are inde¬ 
scribable. The severe exposures of the 
hurried march could not break the 
spirit of the young soldier, but they 
caused a serious illness, and he was 
taken to a hospital where he lay in a 
dangerous condition for six months. 
In June, i8()5, he rejoined his com¬ 
mand, which was surrendered to the 
Federal forces at Shrevq^ort, Louisi¬ 
ana. One who served with him re¬ 
members the handsome youth, bold and 
ardent of temperament, manly beyond 
his years, a general favorite, the life of 
the camp. None took more pride in 
his subsecpient career than those who 
were his comrades in those arduous 
campaigns in Missouri and Arkansas. 

Returning to his native county of 
Kanawha, to which his mother had re¬ 
turned, Mr. Kenna obtained employ¬ 
ment at salt-making. But he wanted 
to do better; he had a desire to rise in 
the world. Realizing the incomplete- 
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ness of his education, through the as¬ 
sistance of kind friends, chief of whom 
was Bishop R. V. Whelan, he entered 
St. Vincent’s Academy at Wheeling, 
and l)y diligent study acquired in the 
course of less than three vears a knowl- 
edge of books sufficient to enable him 
to pursue his studies at home. After 
leaving school, in 1868, Mr. Kenna 
studied law in the office of Miller & 
Quarrier, at Charleston, West Virgin¬ 
ia, and was admitted to the bar in 
1870. He rose rapidly in his profes¬ 
sion. In 1872 he was nominated by 
the Democratic party and elected to 
the office of prosecuting attorney of 
Kanawha County, rendering in that 
important office efficient service. The 
duties of prosecuting attorney in one 
of the most populous counties of the 
State tried the cjualities of the young 
lawyer, but he was ecpial to every test, 
and obtained a wider recognition of 
the powers which those who knew him 
intimately felt sure needed onlv the 

ar ^ 

occasion to call forth. In 1875 
Kenna was elected judge pro tern, of 
the C ircuit Court, and discharged the 
difficult duties of the office in a manner 
that added to his already well-merited 
reputation for industry and legal abil- 
ity. 

In 1876 Mr. Kenna was nominated 
bv the Democrats of the Third Con- 

w 


I 

gressional District of W^est Virginia 
. as their candidate for Congress, de- 
I feating men much older in years and 
' of acknowledged ability and popular- 
I ity. He was duly elected and entered 
' Congress, the youngest member of 
, that body. His aptitude for legisla- 
I ti\e duties was quickly discerned by 
Speaker Randall, who assigned him 
to ser\ice on important committees, 
and by other leaders, and it was not 
long before he l)ecame one of the most 
influential members of the House of 
Representatives. He was re-elected in 
1878, in 1880, and 1882. Before the 
beginning of the term for which he 
had been last chosen, he was elected to 
the United States Senate, in 1883, 
succeed Hon. Henry C. Davis, and 
took his seat December 3, 1883, and 
was re-elected in 1889 for the term 
ending March 3, 1895. When he en¬ 
tered the Senate he was, as he had been 
in the House, the youngest member of 
the body. 

Mr. Kenna ‘'developed at the very 
threshold of legislative life,” said the 
writer previously quoted, “an apt¬ 
ness for it. and a coolness of judgment 
meriting the testimonials he received 
from other members, and from many 
I of his constituents. He never spoke 
except when he had something to say. 
His splendid physi(|ue—standing full 
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six feet—his smooth diction and clear 
enunciation, and his self-poise never 
failed to attract attention and to com¬ 
mand respect. His growth, after the 
full six years he served in the House, 
was continuous and steady. But few 
who served continuously with him de¬ 
veloped as rapidly. He always repre¬ 
sented the progressive, liberal, and vig¬ 
orous element of his party, and conse¬ 
quently holds the respect of those ag¬ 
gressive working members of his own 
party and the esteem of his political 
opponents in legislative councils.'' 

Mr. Kenna was first married in 
1870, to Rosa Quigg, of Wheeling, 
West Virginia, but four years later he 
was left a widower. Margaret, the 
daughter of this marriage, was born 
in 1871, and is now a Sister of St. 
Joseph, at Flushing, Long Island, Ije- 
ing known as Sister Alma Regina. 
Mr. Kenna’s second wife was Annie 
Benninghaus, of Wheeling, West \"ir- 
ginia, to whom he was married in Xo- 
veml)er, 1876. Six children came to 
them: Edward, Arthur. John, Joseph, 
James, and Mary; James died in early 
infancy. Mrs. Kenna, with her fam¬ 
ily. resides in Charleston. In his home 
life, the grace and beauty of Mr. Ken- 
na*s character stood out in bold relief. 
The tender charm that was always 
present with him as a dispenser of the 


hospitalities of his own fireside filled 
all with pleasure and admiration. The 
relative claims of son, husband, father, 
brother and master were filled with un¬ 
exampled fidelity and unfaltering 
trust. His buoyant disposition and 
happy nature gave an air of sunshine 
to his home, his bright nature being 
reflected in his family. Mr. Kenna 
was a true son of nature by reason of 
early training and by inheritance, 
which gave him an instinctive knowl¬ 
edge of the silent woods and running 
brooks. There was nothing he loved 
so well as to withdraw from the haunts 
of man, with his gun and rod, and to 
gain recreation and rest for his over¬ 
worked bodv and brain. Few^ men of 
such vigorous brain and strong ele¬ 
ments of body were as accomplished as 
he. He loved to take up his violin to 
improvise his own musical fancies or 
to merrily screech out the rude airs 
of his native hills. In the art of pho¬ 
tography he excelled, exhibiting great 
taste in selecting romantic spots of 
mountain, wood or torrent. Mr. Ken- 
na’s religion w'as Roman Catholic; he 
lived and died in the full communion of 
the faith. The funeral services were 
held in the Church of the Sacred Heart, 
C'harleston, West \"irginia. His body 
was born to his resting place by his 
family, friends and a distinguished es- 
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cort from the United States Senate 
and House of Representatives. His 
monument stands in the Catholic Cem¬ 
etery high above the beautiful valleys 
of the Elk and Kanawha rivers, that 
he loved so well. 

West Virginia has honored Mr. 
Kenna by placing his statue in Me¬ 
morial Hall in the Capitol at Wash¬ 
ington, Y). C. 



ANDREW RUSSELL BARBEE. M. D. 

ANDREW RUSSELL BAR- 
REPA M. D.—One of the best known 
and most highly regarded citizens of 
Mason County, West Virginia, is Dr. 
Andrew R. Barbee, who was born De¬ 
cember 9, 1827. 

His father, also named Andrew 
Russell Barbee, was a native of Vir- | 
ginia, and died at tbe age of 87 years. 


During the greater part of his life he 
was a farmer, and also taught school. 
A stanch Democrat, he was active in 
politics, but never accepted office. 
Both he and his wife were members 
of the Baptist Church. He married 
Nancy Britton, also a Virginian, who 
survived her husband but two years. 
Their six sons and six daughters all 
arrived at ages of maturity, bearing 
these names: George B., deceased; 
Eliza Ann, deceased; Gabriel T. (now 
past his 90th anniversary), for lOur 
years a meml^er of the Virginia State 
Senate, is a merchant at Bridgewater, 
Virginia; William R., deceased, was a 
sculptor of talent, spent several years 
in Florence and Rome, Italy, and is 
the author of “The Coquette,” “Fish¬ 
er Girl,” “Young American,” and 
manv other life-size statues; Ellen, de- 

•r 

ceased; Lewis C., deceased; Jane is the 
widow of Jonathan Bean, who died 
' from a battle wound received in the 
Confederate Army; Andrew Russell; 
Caroline and Adaline, deceased; Jo¬ 
seph S., who served in the cavalry dur¬ 
ing the Civil W'ar, is a newspaper man 
and artist, in Los Angeles, California; 
and Mary, deceased. 

Dr. Barbee obtained his education 
under the care of his sister, at home, 

I and in the country schools, and spent 
two years as a pupil of Professor Me- 


1 
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Carty, at Petersburg. He then read 
medicine with his father-in-law, Dr. 
J. J. Thompson, of Luray, Virginia, 
and in 1848 entered the University of 
Pennsylvania, graduating in 1851. 
Afterwards taking a course in the 
Richmond Medical College, he went to 
Flint Hill, Rappahannock County, 
\"irginia, and practiced there six 
months and then lived at Criglersville, 
Madison County, Virginia, until 1858. 
bailing health caused him to suspend 
his practice for a time and he engaged 
in the exhibition and sale of his broth¬ 
er’s marble sculptures. In 1859 he 
bought a farm near Raymond City, 
Putnam County, Virginia, now West 
X’irginia, and practiced in partnership 
with his father-in-law. W'hen the Civil 
W'ar broke out. Dr. Barbee, though 
violently opi)ose(l to secession, together 
with s(nne of the al)lest men of tlic 
State, “stumped” the Kanawha X'alley 
in oppo'iition to the cowardly subter¬ 
fuge of “peaceable secession,”—yet, 
when the State, which gave him birth, 
by a laige majority h:i<l severed its re¬ 
lations with the Ibiinn of States by an 
ordinance, cast his lot and fortunes 
witlt his State, whether right or 
wrong, and made recjuisitions on his 
Company of 1^3 l)ear and deer hunter 
men, nu»st of whom were six-f(M)ters. 
who had nia<le him captain several 


years previous to the agitation of the 
so-called “peaceable secession” and as 
against coercion. He w^as the first to 
engage the I'ederal troops near his 
home in their march up the Kanawha 
\’alley early in July, 1861, and entered 
the Confederate service as captain of 
the Border Riflemen, and wdien the reg¬ 
iment was re-organized in the fall of 
1861, he was made lieutenant-colonel 
and on the death of Col. George M. 
katton succeeded to the colonelcy. 
Prior to this he had received a wound 
in the arm, at Dry Creek. Later he 
went into the medical department, re¬ 
taining his rank and w^as assigned to 
(jen. John C. Breckenridge in a med¬ 
ico-military capacity. After (ieneral 
Breckenridge was made Secretary of 
War, he was assigned to the staff of 
Gen. James L. Kemper. 01 )eying his 
first order, he was sent to Saltville, in 
^ Stnithwestern \’irginia, in a medico- 
military character to inspect the sani- 
I tarv condition of the armv there and 

0 ^ 

lo ascertain the need for medical and 
surgical su])plics as well as to l(H)k into 
the w ant and necessities in the ordnance 
<le])artment. On reaching Saltville 
(Hie only ‘^(•urce from which supplies 
of salt for the Confederate Armv were 

0 

obtainable), he found about one-third 
of the armv there down with small- 
, ])ox. but managed to control it. Ere 
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his report to General Kemper on sani¬ 
tation, medical and military wants 
could be made, General Burbridge, in 
command of 4.000 colored troops from 
Kentucky, lx)unced in upon him. Re¬ 
taining his military rank, Dr. Barbee 
engaged actively in the fight the day 
long, when General W'illiams with in- 
fantry and General Jones with cavalry 
re-inforced, and thus the last chance 
for Confederate salt was saved, Gen¬ 
eral Burbridge retiring, with loss of 
many men, killed, wounded and pris¬ 
oners. Dr. Barbee took part in many 
of the battles in the Shenandoah \"al- 
ley and was with General Morgan 
when he was shot, and was one of his 
pa 11-bearers. The first battle in which 
he felt more than usually interested 
was four miles from his home and a 
part of the enemy confiscated and 
threshed out his wheat, oats, rve, etc. 
He was also at (iiles Gourt House, 
New River, W'hite Sulphur and other 
points. 

After the close of the war, Dr. 
Barbee accepted the situation, took the 
oath of allegiance, being the first man 
in West \"irginia to do so, and re¬ 
turned to the home of his father-in- 
law, his own estates having l)een confis¬ 
cated. Soon after, he resumed practice 
at Coalsmoulli. and found his time oc¬ 
cupied with the care of a camp of con¬ 


valescent Union soldiers; later in 1865, 
he moved to Buffalo, Putnam County, 
where he practiced until 1868, when 
he moved to Point Pleasant, West \"ir- 
ginia, where he has resided ever since. 
He has become one of the leading cit¬ 
izens of the county, an important fac¬ 
tor in Its educational and professional 
development. For 15 years he served 
as president of the Board of Educa¬ 
tion, both white and colored, and was 
the first orgemizer of a colored school 
in Point Pleasant. Dr. Barbee is a 
member of the W'est Virginia Medical 
Association, of which he has been pres¬ 
ident ; of the Ohio \"alley Medical As¬ 
sociation; and of the medical society 
of the county. Since its organization 
in 1881, he has l^n a mem!)er of the 
State Board of Health. Under Gov¬ 
ernor Atkinson’s administration, he 
was elected secretarv and executive of- 
ficer of the State Board of Health, and 
registrar of vital and mortuary statis¬ 
tics of ^\'est Virginia, an office in 
which he has l)een continued during 
various administrations. For a num- 
! her of years he was examining sur¬ 
geon for the U. S. pension board, re¬ 
signing in the latter part of President 
Harrison’s administration; he also 
served for many years as the efheient 
health officer and county coroner of 
. Mason County. 
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Dr. Barbee has also been a leading 
factor in politics. He is of Republican 
faith and from i88i to 1884 was a 
member of the State Senate. In 1884 
he was a candidate for Congress, but 
was defeated by 43 votes. 

On May 22, 1852, he was married 
to Margaret A. G. Thompson, who was 
born in Luray, Virginia, in 1834, and 
is a daughter of Dr. J. J. Thompson, 
an eminent physician, who practiced 
for 20 years in Luray, Virginia, and 
three years at Point Pleasant, and 
spent the remainder of his life on his 
farm opposite the mouth of the Poca, 
on the (jreat Kanawha River, West 1 
X^irginia, dying at an advanced age, in 
1881. Dr. Thompson was a member 
of the \ irginia Legislature that passed 
the Ordinance of Secession, and took | 

I 

a strong stand against it and voted | 
against it. A family of six children 
was born to Dr. ami Mrs. Barbee, 
namely: John R., deceased; Mary B. 
the widow of C. W. Harper, deceased, 
who was a coal merchant at Kavmond 

w 

('ity: Kate Louise, who married, first, 
John McC'nllungli, who died in 1881, 
and second. J. Samuel Spencer, an at- 
tornev at Point Pleasant; Ann Rebec¬ 
ca. who married O. E. Darnall, super¬ 
intendent of the \Wst V irginia Re- 
f(»nn Scho<»|; and Hiigli A., a physi¬ 
cian at point Pleasant. Mrs. I>arl)ee 


is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church. The Doctor is a Mason. He 
is a man of great intelligence and a 
genial companion. His reminiscences 
of the past are most instructive and in¬ 
teresting. 



MAJ. ELY ENSIGN. 

MAJ. ELY EXSKiX, one of the 

most distinguished citizens of West 
Virginia, died siiddenlv of an attack of 
aj)oj)lexy on January 27, 1902, at his 
liome in Huntington, W est \ irginia. 
He was Ixirn December 19, 1840, at 
Huntsville, Litchfield Countv, Connec- 
ticut, and for manv vears was more 
prominently identified with the busi¬ 
ness interests of Cal)ell Countv and the 

w 

citv of Huntington than alm(>st any 
other man. 
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The first important business con¬ 
nection of Major Ensign was with the 
Barnuni & Richardson Company of 
Lime Rock, Connecticut, large manu¬ 
facturers of pig iron and car wheels, 
and prior to his majority he was em¬ 
ployed on the old Housatonic Rail¬ 
road. Having an uncle who was en¬ 
gaged in business at Sacramento, Cal- 
ifornia, at the age of 21 he went to 
the Pacific Coast where he anticipated 
locating, but after remaining about 
one year he returned to Lime Rock 
and re-entered the employ of Barnuni 
& Richardson. In 1866, he made a 
second trip to the Golden State, this 
time in the interests of the company. 

In Octol>er, 1872, Major Ensign, 
in company with Senator W. H. Bar- 
num and Collis P. Huntington, went 
to Huntington, and they, with others, 
established the extensive car wheel 
manufacturing establishment, which 
was given his name, being known as 
The Ensign Manufacturing Company, 
and has grow n to be one of the 
largest manufacturing plants in the 
State. In 1881 this business was in¬ 
creased to include freight car building. 
Mr. Ensign was secretary and treas¬ 
urer of this company and its active 
manager up to 1899. when the plant 
came into the American Car & Foun¬ 
dry Company’s possession through a 


merger, at which time Major Ensign 
was made the district manager and so 
continued until his death. In addition 
to his connection wdth this business, he 
w^as vice-president of the Huntington 
National Bank and w^as a leading 
stockholder in the wholesale grocery 
firm of Sehon, Stevenson & Compa¬ 
ny; had extensive yellow pine lumber 
interests in the South and large coal 
land interests in West Virginia; w^as 
a director in the Ohio River Railroad, 
now' a part of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad system; was interested in the 
Ensign-Oskamp Lumber Company, 
manufacturers of yellow' pine, at Ocil- 
la, Georgia; and had various other 
business interests in Huntington. 

Major Ensign was a Gold Demo¬ 
crat in politics and served as mayor 
of Huntington in 1896, l3eing one of 
the best chief executives the city ever 
had. He never desired official hon¬ 
ors, however, preferring to live the 
quiet, unassuming life of a simple cit¬ 
izen. 

In i86(). Major Ensign married 
Mary C. Walton, of Salisbury, Con¬ 
necticut, and three children were born 
to them: John W., born in 1871, who 
is the present district manager of the 
American C'ar & Foundry Company; 
Mary P., born February 7, 1873, w'ho 
died April 24, 1889, and Anna C., 
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born August 28, 1880, who married 
W. I". Hite, who is district freight 
agent fgr the Chesapeake & Ohio Rail¬ 
way. The surviving children and their 
families reside with Mrs. Ensign in a 
beautiful home, at No. 1330 3rd ave¬ 
nue, which was erected by the Major 
and was completed in 1894. It is one 
of the most elegant homes in the State, 
supplied with every modern conveni' 
ence, and stands in the midst of l)eau- 
tiful grounds. For several years Ma¬ 
jor Ensign was senior warden of Trin¬ 
ity Trotestant Episcopal Church, in 
which lie was a vestrvman from its 

0 

organization. 


Major Ensign joined the Masonic 
fraternity in Connecticut, and always 
retained his membership there. He 
was one of the State’s leading citizens 
and no man did more to promote the 
uplniilding of Huntington. During 
his years of residence there he had be¬ 
come familiarly known to almost every 
man, woman and child in the citv, and 

^ 0 

his uncx|)ected death came as a shock 
to everNone. At the time of his de- 

0 


cea>e he was <>ne of the commissioners 


of the World’s l\'iir at St. Louis. 


(;i:OR(;E M. S.XOOK, uho has 
lieen enuaued in the drv g(»n(l> business 
since he was vears nf age, is at the 
head <>t the tirm «»f (ie<*rge M. Snook & 


Company, which conducts one of the 
most complete wholesale and retail dry 
goods houses in the State of West Vir¬ 
ginia. 'fhe business was established in 
1884 by George Rentsch, Albert Wilkie 
and George M. Snook, and has since 
been conducted under the firm name of 
George M. Snook & Company. The 
present place of business is at No. 1110 
Main street, but a new building is be¬ 
ing completed which will include Nos. 
1110, 1112 and 1114 Main street. No. 
1114 of the new building will extend 
through to Market street, 265 feet, and 
Nos. liio and 1112 will be 132 feet 
dee]). The building being erected will 
have five stories and a basement, and 
will be supi)lied with steam heat and el¬ 
evator power, electric light and the 
pneumatic tube system of cash carrier 
service, the only one at the present time 
in the city of Wheeling. The front of 
the building is of white enamel brick, 
and the main part is of structural iron 
work, filled with brick, making it a 
very substantial building and one of the 
l;est in the State. There are double 
show windows on the first and sec- 
raid doors, and a vestibule continuing 
tr) the third floor. At the present time 
about 80 j)eople are enijiloyed, l)ut this 
num1>er will be increased to 125 or 150 
when the new building is occupied. 
The firm bears an excellent rei)utation 
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for the character of the goods handled, 
and has always done an extensive busi¬ 
ness. The first floor is well stocked 
with general merchandise, notions and 
dry goods; the second floor, with la¬ 
dies* ready made goods; the third, with 
carpets, curtains and draperies; and the 
fourth with fancy and holiday goods. 
The reserve and duplicate stock is car¬ 
ried on the fifth floor, and the china 
and house furnishing goods are in the 
basement. The present members of the ! 

I 

company are George M. Snook, George i 
Rentsch, Albert L. Wilkie, Thomas 
Carnahan, Jr., Remick P. Truxell, 
Louis Rentsch and H. D. Hervey,—an 
array of business talent that would suc¬ 
ceed in any venture. 

Mr. Snook was born at Martins- 
burg, West V^irginia, and removed to 
Wheeling in 1876, entering the employ 
of Charles Brues as clerk. In 1880, he 
began clerking for George E. St if el & 
Company, and continued until 1884, 
when his present business was estab¬ 
lished. His life work has been de¬ 
voted to the dry goods business, and his 
knowledge of it in all its details, com¬ 
bined with a superior natural ability, 
has been the secret of his success. 

Mr. Snook was united in marriage 
with Emma Truxell, a daughter of 
Henry Truxell, deceased, who was an 
early resident of Wheeling, and was 
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identified with the LaBelle Iron Works. 
Mr. Snook lives in Pleasant Valley. 
He is a member of the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen. He has a broth¬ 
er, Charles S. Snook, located in Wheel- 
ing. 



JOHN T. COTTON. M. D. 

JOHN T. COTTON, M. D.—To 

have lived a long and useful life and 
to have its closing years crowned with 
honor and affection is not the happy 
fate of all men, but this is the good 
fortune of one of the most highly es¬ 
teemed citizens of Charleston, West 
Virginia. Dr. Cotton was born Au¬ 
gust 4, 1819, at Marietta, Washington 
County, Ohio, and is a son of Dr. John 
Cotton, an eminent Boston physician, 
who was born at Plymouth, Massa¬ 
chusetts, September 9, 1792. Dr. John 
Cotton graduated at Harvard Univer¬ 
sity and there took the degrees of A. 
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M. and M. D. and later decided to mi¬ 
grate to the new State of Ohio. 

Our venerable subject some years 
since put into pamphlet form a most 
interesting lot of papers which were 
written by his father at the time of the 
family exodus from Massachusetts. 
We feel that a few extracts of family 
history, concerning the early life of 
Ohio, must possess much interest. 

On September 17, 1815, we sailed 
from Providence in a New York pack¬ 
et.'' After reaching the now great me¬ 
tropolis, the following comment was 
made: ‘^Although the largest city in 
the United States, to the eye of the 
stranger its appearance is rather ordin¬ 
ary. The streets are narrow, crooked 
and dirty, with the exception of Broad- 
wav. It is the custom here to throw 

m 

all the filth engendered in the private 
liouses in the street and the swine are 
set at liberty to devour it. This prac¬ 
tice, it is thought, tends to healthful- 

On the 21st the party set out 
fmm New York in a steamboat and at 
I'dizabethtown, New Jersey, chartered 
f(»ur stages and that night reached 
IVincetou, which w'as left early the fol¬ 
lowing morning for Trenton, where a 
steamboat was again used for convey¬ 
ance to Philadelphia. It may be inter¬ 
esting to learn what this intelligent 
and observing traveler had to sav con- 


cerning the steamboats: ‘‘The steam¬ 
boat is a curious and truly useful in¬ 
vention, of a nature too much compli¬ 
cated for me to describe or even under¬ 
stand. They vary in length from 60 
to 200 feet; ours was about 90 feet, 
having twxj spacious cabins and a bar 
at one end w’here liquors w^ere sold. 
We proceeded at least six miles an 
hour against tide by the powxr of 
steam." On the 30th of September 
the party started from Philadelphia and 
I reached Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
breakfasted at Harrisburg, crossed the 
Susejuehannah in a ferry boat, making 
a note that a bridge w^as being consid¬ 
ered over that river, and safely reached 
Chambersburg. Here for the first time 
is any note made of fatigue, but never¬ 
theless 3 o'clock in the morning found 
the party again on the way. After 
many minor mishaps, told in a very 
entertaining manner, the Juniata River 
was crossed on a chain bridge; on the 
next day they crossed the Alleghany 
Mountains and on the seventh day 
from Philadelphia left Greensburg and 
reached Pittsburg. That city calls for 
interesting comment on account of the 
prevailing coal dust and some surprise 
is shown that the residents used noth¬ 
ing there for fuel but coal. On Octo¬ 
ber 9th the party set out from Pitts¬ 
burg in a covered skiff and proceeded 
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clown the Ohio River. After many 
thrilling incidents, the party reached 
Steul)enville, Ohio, on the nth where 
they found some difficulty in landing. 
After a pleasant sojourn over night in 
that 17-year-old town, they proceeded 
on their skiff journey. On Wednesday, 
the 13th, they breakfasted at Wheeling 
and it was noted that from there “the 
mail is carried westward once a week 
on horses.’’ Finally the long journey 
was ended at Marietta. The account 
of this trip is of a most interesting 
character, no only to the descendants 
of Dr. John Cotton, but to the general 
reader. 

Dr. John T. Cotton, of this sketch, 
obtained his education in the common 
schools of Marietta, which at that time 
was a city of 30 years’ growth. Later 
he graduated from Marietta College 
and is the only living member of the 
first class ever graduated from that 
now noted institution. This fact stands 
recorded in the World Almanac. Dr. 
Cotton left college and went to New 
Orleans where he taught school for one 
year. The trip down the river was ex¬ 
ceedingly pleasant, but the extreme 
heat caused his return to Marietta, and 
soon after he began the study of medi¬ 
cine under his remarkable father. 
When prepared, he entered the Cin¬ 
cinnati State Medical College where he 


was graduated and he then spent three 
years of practice at Ravenswood, Ohio. 
During this time he married Sarah 
l^itzhngh, who was a daughter of 
Henry Fitzhugh, one of the founders 
of Ravenswood, the Fitzhugh’s inher¬ 
iting property at Alexandria, \"irginia, 
from George Washington. 

After his marriage on April 5, 
1845, Mrs. John T. Cotton 

moved to Charleston, X'irginia, now 
West Virginia, and there established 
themselves both in social and profes¬ 
sional life. Dr. Cotton watched the 
city grow from a hamlet into a com¬ 
mercial center and during these years 
he grew also in importance until his 
name was known all over the Kanawha 
V'alley. hew men of the Slate are more 
esteemed and many honors have been 
given him. At the regular annual ses¬ 
sion of the State Medical Societv of 
West Virginia, convened at Parkers¬ 
burg on the 21 St of May, 1902, an 
ordinance was adopted that the pliysi- 

cians of each countv in the State 

¥ 

should hold monthly sessions at the 
countv court house. At the first ses- 

m 

sion of the ])hysicians of Kanawha 
County, held at Charleston, Dr. Cotton 
was elected president. 

Dr. Cotton is a large landowner in 
Charleston and vicinity. In political 
affiliation Dr. Cotton was originally a 
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Whig. He assisted in organizing the 
Republican party, but since the Civil 
War he has been a Democrat. Al¬ 
though eminently qualified to fill high 
stations, he has never accepted polit¬ 
ical office.* 

The children born to Dr. Cotton 
and Mrs. Cotton were: Henrietta, wife 
of ex-Governor Wilson; Nannie C., 
wife of Frank Woodman; Sallie (Mrs. 
Donnelly) ; and John and Harry, both 
deceased. Mrs. Cotton is deceased. 
In religious belief, Dr. Cotton belongs 
to the Protestant Episcopal Church. 



HON. NATHAN BAY SCOTT. 

HON. NATHAN BAY SCOTT, 

who has long been prominent as a man 
of alTairs, has held many offices of 
trust and discharged the duties con¬ 


nected therewith in a most creditable 
manner; at the present time he repre¬ 
sents the State of West Virginia in the 
United States Senate. He is promin¬ 
ent in the councils of the Republican 

« 

party, and has made a brilliant record 
in every phase of his public life. 

Mr. Scott was born in Guernsey 
County, Ohio, December i8, 1842, and 
at the age of 11 years began his busi¬ 
ness life as a clerk in a country store, 
meanwhile attending the public schools 
during the winter months. In 1862 
he enlisted for serv*ice in the Union 
Army, and served until mustered out 
in 1865. He then returned to Wheel¬ 
ing, a city he has since called home. 
Since 1871 he has been engaged in the 
manufacture of glass and has been 
since 1883 at the head of the Central 
Glass Company, which under his vig¬ 
orous management l^ecame one of the 

I 

largest of its kind in the country. He 
organized the first savings bank in the 
State; he was elected its president, and 
is still at the head of the institution, 
which is one of the most successful in 
West Virginia. He has l)een an exten¬ 
sive traveler at home and abroad, and 
is a keen observer and a broadminded 
man. 

^Ir. Scott is a Republican and has 
always been active in party affairs. In 
1880 he was elected a member of the 
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City Council of Wheeling, and was 
president of the second branch. In 
1882 he was elected a member of the 
State Senate, and was re-elected in 
1886, serving in that capacity for eight 
years. His opponent upon re-election 
was Hon. J. O. Pendleton, a very 
strong man who was afterward elected 
to Congress. While a member of the 
State Senate, he served on various im¬ 
portant committees, and helped to 
frame the Mutual Savings Bank law, 
which has since met with general ap¬ 
proval. Since 1888 Mr. Scott has been 
the representative of West Virginia as 
a member of the Republican National 
Committee, during all of which time 
he has been a meml)er of the executive 
committee. In the campaign of 1896 
he was the choice of President McKin¬ 
ley to serve with Gen. Powell Clayton, 
Vice-President Hobart and J. H. Man- 
ley at headquarters in New York City, 
and because of his friendly relations to 
organized labor had charge of the work 
pertaining to the labor organizations 
of the United States. In recognition 
of his faithful services. President Mc¬ 
Kinley appointed him commissioner of 
internal revenue, an office he filled until 
his election to the United States Sen¬ 
ate in 1899. As war commissioner he 
displayed in the administration of the 
business of the office executive ability 
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of the highest order. With Mr. Bliss, 
ex-Secretary of the Interior, and Mr. 
Manley, Mr. Scott was again, in 1900, 
in charge of speakers during the cam- 
paign. 

Mr. Scott is a director in numerous 
large business foundations in the city 
of Wheeling, and is extensively inter¬ 
ested in tracts of coal and timber lands 
in I.ogan and Mingo counties. His 
earnings have ever been devoted to the 
extension of lousiness enterprises and 
the employment of labor. His inter¬ 
ests in the glass and steel industries of 
the State are v’ery large, and it is safe 
to say that there are few manufactur¬ 
ing concerns of any magnitude in West 

Virginia which he has not promoted 

« 

or in which he does not hold an inter- 
est. Mr. Scott is, in fine, a public ser¬ 
vant of West Virginia, who is able to 
uphold the highest behests of the peo¬ 
ple in national council. 

0 

GEORGE HOOK, one of the best 
known business men of Wheeling, 
West Virginia, is president and busi¬ 
ness manager of the Germania Half 
Dollar Savings Bank, at No. 1501 
Market street, and is also secretary of 
the West Virginia Exposition & State 
Fair Association. He was born in 
Prussia, in 1821. and is a son of Henry 
Hook. 
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Henry Hook was engaged in the 
shoe business, during his active life, 
and died alx)ut 20 years ago. His 
widow died in 1890, having given birth 
to seven children,—most of whom are 
residents of Wheeling. 

George Hook was seven years of 
age when he accompanied his parents 
to this country in 1848. As a boy he 
attended the German Lutheran and 
public schools. Later he attended a 
business college in Wheeling, and was 
graduated in 1874. His first active 
business was as a carriage trimmer 
with the firm of Pfarr & Kanner, and 
a short time afterward, in 1867 or 
1868, he formed a partnership with 
Charles Schrader, and l 30 Ught out the 
old firm. They continued in the busi¬ 
ness about 10 years, under the firm 
name of Hook & Schrader. During 
the year 1865, Mr. Hook served in the 
sheriff’s office under Thomas J. Camp¬ 
bell, and was then elected assessor of 
the city district, and served two years. 
He was elected clerk of the County 
('('urt of Ohio County and served three 
terms, or a period of 18 years, his in¬ 
cumbency terminating in 1896. He is 
a member of the Board of Trade. In 
18X1, he became secretarv and treas- 
iirer of the West \"irginia Exposition 
& State Fair Ass(x:iation, and has ac¬ 
ceptably filled that office since, its du¬ 


ties requiring much of his time 
throughout the year, particularly in the 
fall months. 

Mr. Hook was united in marriage 
with Sophia A. Lutz, a daughter of Se¬ 
bastian Lutz, and they have a daugh¬ 
ter, Clara. He is a Democrat in poli¬ 
tics, and in religious attachments a 
member of the German Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. He resides in the 
Seventh Ward on the Island. 



HON. ARNOLD C. SCHERR. 

HON. ARNOLD C. SCHERR, 

State Auditor of West Virginia, was 
born in Zurich, Switzerland, August 
21, 1848. He accompanied his par¬ 
ents to America when quite young, in 
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1836, ancl they located in Preston 
County, Virginia, now West Virginia, 
where he was educated in the common 
schools and subseciuently took a busi¬ 
ness college course. 

Mr. Scherr entered into business 
life as a merchant at Maysville, West 
Virginia. In 1893 became inter¬ 
ested in the wool manufacturing busi¬ 
ness and established what are now 
known as the Keyser Woolen Mills, 
at Keyser, Mineral County, West Vir¬ 
ginia. 

As an actix e member of the Repul>- 
lican party, Mr. Scherr has l)een prom¬ 
inent in all the movements in his coun¬ 
ty and State, and has most capably 
filled a number of political positions. 
In 1870 he was elected sheriflf of Grant 
County, West \'irginia, in 1872 was 
re elected and in 1880 was again made 
sheriff for a term of four years. In 
1879 a meml)er of the \\"est 

Virginia House of Delegates. For a 
period of 12 years he was a member of 
the Republican State Committee, and 
in 1884 was sent as a delegate to the 
Republican National Convention. 
Governor White has about him men 
who are noted for their executive abil¬ 
ity and high personal character, and 
none more entirely satisfy both the ad¬ 
ministration and the public than does 
Hon. Arnold C. Scherr in the respon¬ 


sible position of State Auditor, to 
wliich he was elected in 1900 for a 
term of four years. 



DAVID S. COLLINS. 

DAVID S. COLLINS, president 

of the Collins Luml:)er Company of 
Charleston, Kanawha County, West 
X^irginia, and one of the prominent 
business men of the State, was born 
October 31, 1850, at Hopkinton, New 
Hampshire, and is a son of Dr. David 
O. and Achsah (Moore) Collins. 

Dr. David O. Collins was for many 
years a prominent physician at Hop¬ 
kinton. He was born in England and 
came to America in lx)vhood. 
graduated in medicine in New Eng¬ 
land, and gained eminence in the pro- 
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fession in his adopted State. His 
death took place in 1893, 

86 years. Dr. Collins married Achsah 
Moore, whose ancestors came from 
England in the “Mayflower/’ members 
of the little band that landed on Plym¬ 
outh Rock. These ancestors and their 
immediate descendants located on the 
Merrimac River w^here they waxed 
numerous and wealthy and founded 
the settlement of Deerfield. The only 
child born to Dr. and Mrs. Collins was 
the subject of this sketch. They were 
Congregationalists in their religious 
faith. 

David S. Collins attended the local 
district school and received academic 
training at Penacook Academy. Very 
early, even in boyhood, he displayed a 
business sense that has in its develop¬ 
ment made him one of the capitalists 
of West Virginia at the present day. 
He commenced work in a mill yard, 
where his services were required to pile 
up staves, manufactured for mackerel 
kits, and his pay was 33 cents a day. 
He continued at that work long enough 
to accumulate the sum of $100 and 
continued to attend the academy dur¬ 
ing the winter sessions. After three 
years of that employment, he accepted 
a clerical position in a general mercan¬ 
tile store and continued the i)o.sition 
until 17 years of age. Through a for¬ 


tunate purchase of timber land about 
this time, he realized $225, a large 
enough sum to enable him to extend 
his business operations. He learned 
the business of scaling logs and meas¬ 
uring lumber, a knowledge of which, 
later in life, proved of the great¬ 
est value. In 1870 he became 
bookkeeper for a large lumber 
and furniture manufacturing com¬ 
pany, with which he remained until the 
age of 22, later becoming one of the 
salesmen, and still later superintendent 
of three of the company’s mills. Three 
years later he invested his accumula¬ 
tions and formed a company for the 
manufacture of clothes pins, erecting 
a factory and installing the first sta¬ 
tionary engine in Hillsboro County, 
New Hampshire. This venture did not 
prove as successful as he expected and 
Mr. Collins again became a lumber and 
furniture salesman, in this business 
covering the Northeastern States. He 
then formed a partnership with George 
E. Tillinghast in contracting and build¬ 
ing, at Providence, Rhode Island, ami 
at Portland, Maine. During his resi¬ 
dence at Providence, he was for three 
years a member of the Board of Agri¬ 
culture, and for six years secretary and 
treasurer of the Rhode Island State 
Fair; manager of the Narraganselt 
Trotting Park and secretary and treas* 
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iirer of the Rhode Island Horsebreed- 
ers' Association. He also served as 
secretary and manager of the Riding 
and Polo Club. After removing 10 
Portland he became interested in a new 
and important enterprise. He pur¬ 
chased stock in and became manager 
of the Fossil Flour Mining & Milling 
Company. Later, with a friend, he 
purchased a controlling interest in the 
company and l^ecame its treasurer, a 
position he still retains. The plant was 
then moved to larger and more valua¬ 
ble mines in Nova Scotia, and a mill 
was built there, now in operation, at a 
cost of $47,000, the only one for refin¬ 
ing tripoli in the world. He is the orig¬ 
inator and inventor of the process of 
refining tripoli. Mr. Collins spent a 
fortune in experimenting, but finally 
succeeded in placing the product on the 
market. The company has a Euro¬ 
pean, as well as a New York, office. 
The tripoli is an infusorial earth, taken 
from the bottom of the Northern lakes. 
Its chief use, in the manufactured form 
of fossil flour, is with rubber stocks, in 
the manufacture of rubber. It is de¬ 
scribed as a hollow, “boat shaped” di- 
atf)m, practically a silicious sponge. 
Its uses are many and its value is be¬ 
coming yearly l)etter known. Mr. 
Collins came to West V^irginia in 1899. 
He has spent much time in Europe, 


l)ushing his many enterprises, but is 
best known in this State as the very 
efficient president of the Collins Lum¬ 
ber Company, which exports more 
lumber to Europe than any other com¬ 
pany in the State ; and as treasurer of 
the Elkhur.st Planing Mill Company, 
which owns and controls seven mills 
on the line of the Charleston, Clen- 
denin & Sutton Railroad. Mr. Collins 
owns much real estate in Charleston 
and is engaged in building a number of 
handsome residences in a pleasant por¬ 
tion of the city. In addition to his 
other enterprises, Mr. Collins is one of 
the directors in the Clay County Bank, 
and is interested in timber lands in 
Clay County. 

In 1870 Mr. Collins married Ro¬ 
salia A. Beard, who was born in New 
Hampshire. Their one daughter is the 
wife of Prof. Stephen S. Colvin, of 
Champaign, Illinois. 

JAMES D.\LLAS EWING, de¬ 
ceased, was a representative of an old 
and prominent family and a distin¬ 
guished member of his chosen profes¬ 
sion,—that of the law. 

The Ewing family was established 

in this country' by James Ewing, some 

time between 1795 ^ 797 * 

a .son of Henry and Elizabeth (Glenn) 

Ewing, both natives of Ireland, the 
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former of whom was torn on Lord 
Abercorn’s estate, County Tyrone. 
James Ewing was bom in Ireland in 
1771, and on coming to America set¬ 
tled on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 
He was a lieutenant and subsequently 
a captain in the War of 1812. He re¬ 
moved at an early day to Ohio County, 
Virginia (now Marshall County, West 
Virginia), where he settled on a farm 
whicli he called ‘‘FairhilF’ and which 
he established as a family homestead. 
His j)arenls went there afterwards and 
spent the remainder of their lives, their, 
graves on the farm being marked with 
a time-worn headstone. He was mar¬ 
ried to Elizabeth Wilson in Maryland 
and brought her with him to Virginia. 
By this marriage he had four sons and 
three (laughters: Henry, James, Will¬ 
iam, John, Maria, Jane and Elizabeth. 

W'illiam Ewing was born on the 
homestead in 1810, and there resided 
as the owner of the property, until his 
death in 1861. He was married to 
Martha Martin, and left 10 children: 
James Dallas; William Wilson, who 
succeeded to the proprietorship of 
“I'airhiilJohn Alexander, a prom¬ 
inent attorney of Monndsville; George 
Martin: Isaac Newton; Samuel H.; 
Susan Ann; Robert A.; Elizabeth W., 
who married Daniel Hartlev; and 
Marv, who married Alfred McCnskev. 

* 0 


James Dallas Ewing was tom on 
the homestead December 19. 1832, and 
there remained, attending and teaching 
school, until he reached his majority, 
when he began the study of the law in 
the office of W^ylie H. Oldham, one of 
the foremost lawyers of his time, and 
in 1858 was duly licensed and admitted. 
Locating in New Martinsville, W^etzel 
County, he there remained about seven 
years. Compelled to atondon the prac¬ 
tice of his profession during the [>eriod 
of the Civil W^ar, he engaged in mer¬ 
cantile pursuits, afterward spending 
two years in Kentucky. Deciding to 
return to West Virginia and to the 
practice of the law, he selected Mounds- 
ville, in Marshall County, as his resi¬ 
dence, where he at once acquired a large 
and remunerative business. In 1878 
he removed to W^heeling, ajjpearing be¬ 
fore the different courts there held as 
well as those before which he had ap¬ 
peared in former years. He practiced 
alone for a time, but, his clientage in¬ 
creasing, he associated others with him¬ 
self, and was the head of different firms 
—Ewing & Riley; Ewing, Melvin & 
Riley; and Ewing, Melvin & Ewing, in 
the order named. His life closed on 
September i, 1898, at his home at 
Leatherwood, east of W heeling. W'hile 
residing at New Martinsville, he mar¬ 
ried Emma Anderson, a daughter of 
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William .\nderson, at one time sheriff 
of his county and a prominent and rep¬ 
utable citizen. By this marriage there 
were lo children, eight of whom are 
living: Effie Estella, wife of John H. 
Holt, of Huntington; Emma Irene; 
James William; Robert Benton, who 
holds a responsible position with the 
Wheeling Corrugating Company; 
Daisy, wife of H. C. McMillen, of 
Huntington; Fred Anderson, who is 
also with the Wheeling Corrugating 
Company; and Ethel and Genevieve, 
who with the other unmarried children 
reside with their mother at the Leather- 
wood home. 

In his career as a lawyer Mr. Ewing 
took and held high place. He cared but 
little for political honors, yet more than 
once was he pressed into service as a 
candidate for office by the political 
party with which he affiliated and was 
unsuccessful only because his party was 
not in the ascendancv. In the court- 
room and in the office he was alike suc¬ 
cessful. In close attention to the con¬ 
cerns of those who sought his aid, in 
earnestness and ability in presenting 
questions to court or jury, in foresight 
and sagacity, whether in giving coun¬ 
sel or in managing a cause, he was not 
excelled by any of his able colleagues at 
the bar. Devoted to familv, friends 
and clients, public spirited in all general 


matters of pith and moment, and just 
in everything engaging his attention, 
his life was a useful one,—a model in 
more respects than one. 

James William Ewing, the eldest 
son, was born at Moundsville, Octolier 
25, 1869; the family removing to 
Wheeling, in 1879, he there attended 
the public schools and was graduated 
from Linsly Institute in the class of 
1887. During the following two years 
he received a business training in differ¬ 
ent capacities, and in February, 1890, 
was appointed and acted as private sec¬ 
retary to Governor Fleming, residing 
at the state capital, Charleston. He 
read law while thus serving and in the 
summer of 1893 examination 

and was admitted to practice. In the 
fall of the same year he entered the 
I niversity of Virginia, and in the 
spring of 1894 returned to Wheeling, 
taking the place of the retiring junior 
member of the firm of which his father 

was then the head. Epon the father’s 

« 

death the survivors continued in busi¬ 
ness until September, 1899. when Judge 
Melvin went upon the Circuit Court 
bench ; and since then Mr. Ewing has 
practiced alone at No. 1400 Chapline 
street. He is still unmarried. In poli¬ 
tics he affiliates with the Democratic 
party. He is a member of the college 
fraternitv of Phi Gamma Delta, and is 
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a past master of Wheeling Lodge, No. 
5, A. F. & A. M. He has a well-estab¬ 
lished practice and a host of friends in 
and out of the profession and in all 
portions of the State. 



IRA J. RHODES. 

IRA J. RHODES, the efficient 
cashier of the McDowell County Bank, 
at \\ elch, W'est Virginia, is one of the 
town’s much esteemed citizens. He 
was iKirn in 1871, in Rockingham 
County, \’irginia, and is a son of Jacob 
S. and Katherine (Beerv) Rhodes, both 
of whom are of Dutch extraction. The 
father was a farmer of Rockingham 
County. Both he and his wife be- 
l(»nged to the Cierman Baptist Church. 

Mr. Rhodes was educated in the 


common schools and after completing 
the prescribed course of instruction ac¬ 
cepted a clerical position- in a store, in 
1896 entering The Bank of Bramwell, 
Bramwell, West Virginia, as book¬ 
keeper. He remained in that capacity 
for four years. In July, 1900, the Mc¬ 
Dowell County Bank was organized, at 
Welch, and since that time he has filled 
the responsible position of cashier of 
the institution. As a financier he is 
highly valued and his accommodating 
spirit has won him many business 
friends. 

In 1900 Mr. Rhodes married Janie 
Gibboney. who is a daughter of James 
M. and Lucy Gibboney, of Wytheville, 
Virginia. They have one daughter,— 
Elizabeth. Mrs. Rhodes belongs to the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. Mr. 
Rhodes is a Knight Templar and 
Shriller. In politics he votes independ- 
entlv. 

JAMES BRADLEY, the only un¬ 
dertaker located at New Cumberland, 
Hancock County, West V^irginia, at the 
present time, has also served in the ca¬ 
pacity of justice of the peace for a pe¬ 
riod of six years. He is a man of high 
standing in the communitv, where he 
has a host of friends. 

Mr. Brad lev was born in Beaver 

m 

County. Pennsylvania, April 23. 1843. 
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and is a son of Joshua and Mary A. 
(Harsha) Bradley, both natives of 
Beaver County. Joshua Bradley 
moved to Hancock County when past 
middle age, and when our subject was 
about 15 years of age. He w^as not 
actively engaged in business during his 
late years, and died in 1875, ^he age 
of 75 years. Mary A. Harsha, mother 
of our subject, died when the latter w^as 
quite young. She was a daughter of 
John Harsha, who spent his entire life 
in Beaver County, dying in 1857 at an 
advanced age. John Harsha was a 
Whig and prominent in political affairs. 
He served six years in the State Legis¬ 
lature of Pennsylvania, walking from 
his home in Beaver County to the State 
capital, Harri.sburg. He was the only 
member of that body who was at that 
time the jxDssessor of a watch. The 
Harshas were of Scotch descent, and 
were early settlers in this country. 
Joshua Bradley and his worthy wife 
were parents of 12 children, as follows: 
Rachel, w'ho died in girlhood; John, 
who removed to Hancock County, West 
Virginia, where he died; Esther, who 
married Thomas Tare, and resides in 
Washington County, Pennsylvania; 
Margaret, who died in girlhood; Will¬ 
iam, who lived the latter vears of his 
life in New Cumterland; Thomas W., 
2nd lieutenant of Company I, 12th Reg. 


West Virginia Vol. Inf., who was killed 
in the battle of Winchester, June 13, 
1863; Mary, wife of William Branden, 
who resides in Cleveland, Ohio; James, 
subject of this biography; Jennie, who 
married James G. Wey,—they reside 
in Kokomo, Indiana, but spend much 
of their time in Florida; Elizabeth, 
who resides in Washington, Pennsyl¬ 
vania; Lorina, who resides in Tiffin, 
Ohio; and Isabel, deceased, whose hus¬ 
band, David Jenkins, is also deceased. 

James Bradley was educated in the 
public schools of Pennsylvania, and was 
19 years old when he took up arms for 
the cause of the Union. He enlisted in 
Company F, ist Reg., West Virginia 
Vol. Inf., October 10, 1862, and with 
his regiment participated in all the West 
Virginia campaigns, and was with 
General Sheridan in his numerous skir¬ 
mishes with General Early in the Shen¬ 
andoah Valley. He was in Hunter’s 
Raid and went through to Lynchburg. 
His regiment took part in the following 
engagements: Winchester, New Mar¬ 
ket, Piedmont, Opaquan Creek, and was 
present at the surrender of Early’s 
army at Cedar Creek, where the colonel 
of the regiment was killed. Mr. Brad¬ 
ley was never injured nor taken prison¬ 
er, and his comrades were wont to jok¬ 
ingly remark that he hid behind his ram¬ 
rod, in explanation of his freedom from 
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injury, as most of the members of his 
company were wounded at one time or 
another. He was mustered out at 
Clarksburg, July 12, 1865, and dis¬ 
charged at Wheeling about 10 days 
later. He then returned to private life 
and for a time engaged in contracting 
as a carpenter. In 1872 he first en¬ 
gaged in the undertaking business and 
this has been his vocation since that 
time. He gained the confidence of the 
people to a marked degree, and although 
he has had numerous competitors they 
did Aiot remain in New Cumberland 
long. His son is now in partnership 
with him. He has been justice of the 
peace for six years, and was postmaster 
under President Harrison, bringing the 
ofiice up to its present grade. He is a 
Republican. 

in 1868, Mr. Bradley married Jen¬ 
nie Thayer, a daughter of William 
Tliavcr, who died when she was small, 
and thereafter she lived with an uncle 
Nathan Idiaver. Thev have the hallow- 
ing children: Mary, wife of H. C. 
Stewart, of New Cumberland; Nora, 


wife of (ieorge W . Xeal; Nettie, widow' 
oi John C. h'i>her, who died in 1902; 
I'Ved. who is in partnership with his 
father; Carrie, wife of E. A. Hart, an 
attornev-at law of New' Cumberland; 

w ^ 

Mabel, who died in December, 1897, at 
the age of 17 years; and Olive wlio is 


living at home. Mr. Bradley is a mem¬ 
ber of W. A. Atkinson Post, No. 18, 
G. A. R. Religiously, he is a member 
of the M. P. Church. 



HOWARD SCOTT SMITH. 

HOWARD SCOTT SMITH, one 

of the leading business citizens of 
Clarksburg, Harrison County, West 
\hrginia, identified with the coal, tim¬ 
ber and real estate interests of that sec¬ 
tion, was born at Burlington, Iowa, 
May 24, 1867. He is a son of James 
and Ellen (Kitzmiller) Smith, the 
former of w hom was iKjrn in Harrison 
CMunty, \drginia, now’ West Virginia, 
and until his death, in 1889, at the age 
of 65 years, engaged in farming and 
stockraising in this State. The mother 
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of our subject was born at Stony Riv¬ 
er Bridge, Mineral County, Virginia, 
now W'est Virginia, and she still sur¬ 
vives, having reached tlie age of 74 
years. She has been a consistent mem- 
ber of the Baptist Church for a long 
period. Six of her nine children are 
still living. 

Howard Scott Smith was mainly 
educated at Lebanon, Ohio. He left 
school to take charge of the Clarks¬ 
burg whicli he ably edited for 

two years. He then traveled in the in¬ 
terests of a wholesale lumber firm of 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, for some time. 
He is now extensively interested in 
coal, luinl^er and real estate in West Vir¬ 
ginia. In ir)02 he organized, in Clarks¬ 
burg, the Wabash Coal & Coke Compa¬ 
ny, wich is capitalized at $200,000, for 
the puropse of mining and manufactur¬ 
ing coal, coke and all by-products. In 
religious faith Mr. Smith is a Baptist, 
and in politics a Democrat. He is one 
of the progressive and wide-awake 
young men of his section, with large 
business interests and the capacity to 
manage them. 


WILLIAM A. LEWIS, cashier of 
the Bank of Smithfield, W etzel County, 
W'est X'irginia, was born June 22, 1875, 


at Broad Run, h'aiuiuier County, A^ir- 
ginia, and is a son of Hon. W'illiam H. 
and Sue (Smith) Lewis, lx>th of whom 
were natives of that county. 

The Lewis family is of Irish de¬ 
scent, but the grandparents of W'illiam 

Lewis, W'illiam Lewis and his wife, 
who was a Miss Moorhead, were natives 
of \"irginia. On the maternal side, the 
ancestry is also of the Old Dominion, 
the Smith family long belonging to 
\'"irginia’s first families. 

Hon. William H. Lewis, father of 
our subject, meml)er of the \'irginia 
Legislature from h'auquier County, is 
a prominent farmer of that locality. 
During the progress of the Civil W’ar, 
he served as a meml)er of the famous 
Black Horse Cavalry and was one of 
General Lee’s special scouts. He par¬ 
ticipated in many of the battles of that 
war, beginning with Bull Run, suf¬ 
fered imprisonment and many of the 
troubles incident to exposure when in 
ill health, but survived them all, and at 
the age of 65 years still takes a leading 
part in public affairs in his State. The 
mother of our subject is a daughter of 
William A. Smith and his wife, who 
was a Miss Glasscock, and a grand¬ 
daughter of William Smith, who was 
a brother of the noted W ar ( iovernor 
of \'irginia, (jovernor .\. J. Smith. 
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Mrs. Lewis was one of her parents’ 
seven children; several of her brothers 
served in the Confederate Army and 
met death in the service. 

Our subject is the second member 
of the family born to his parents, viz.: 
H. M., of Charlottesville, Virginia; 
William A.; Richard, who is living on 
the homestead ; Thomas, who died in 
infancy; and h'anny M., who is living 
at home. Mr. Lewis was reared in 
Fauquier County and was educated at 
the Bethel Military Academy, at Bethel, 
Virginia, where he was graduated at 
the age of i8 years. For three years 
he then was engaged in a mercantile 
business at Charlottesville, Virginia, 
and in the same line located in West 
Virginia. After a period as clerk in 
the First National Bank at Manning- 
ton, in 1897, became associated as 
cashier with the Bank of Smithfield, a 
jK>sition which he has most capably 
filled ever since. This is one of the 
sound financial institutions of the coun¬ 
ty and Mr. Lewis’ conservative and 
careful course as cashier meets with 
general approbation. 

On September 20. 1900, he married 
Mae Robinson, daughter of John Rob¬ 
inson. of .Smithfield. Fraternallv he is 
connected with Mannington Lo( Ifje. 
No. 31, .\. V. & A. M., and W’hite 
Lily Lodge. No. 94. Knights of Pyth¬ 


ias, of Smithfield. Religiously, he be¬ 
longs to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. 



HON. M. P. SHAWKEY. 

HON. M. P. SHAWKEY. one of 
the best known educators in W'est Vir¬ 
ginia, for six years chief clerk in the de¬ 
partment of schools, and an author of 
a number of valuable textbooks, was 
lK)rn at Sigel, Jefterson County. Penn- 
svlvania, Februarv 17, 1868. He is a 
! son of George and Annie Elizabeth 
i (W’itherspoon) Shawkey, who were 
pioneers in Western Pennsylvania. 

The father of Mr. Shawkey was 
horn near Bremen, (iermanv. and mi- 
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grated to Pennsylvania with his par¬ 
ents, in childhood. His mother, who 
belonged to a Scotch-lrish colonial fam¬ 
ily, was a daughter of John Wither- 
sp(K)n, who was a grandson of John 
Witherspoon, the signer of the Declara¬ 
tion of Independence from New Jersey. 
Her mother belonged to the Siverly 
family, prominent people in Philadel¬ 
phia and throughout Western Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

Thus, it will be seen, Mr. Shawkey 
began life with favorable environments. 
His natural talents were developed in 
the public schools of his native State, 
at Oberlin College at Oberlin, Ohio, 
and the Ohio Wesleyan University at 
Deleware, Ohio. He was a leader in 
college sports, graduated with honors 
in the class of 1894, and was president 
of his class. Prior to this he had done 
a little clerical work in a store and took 
one year out of his college course to ac¬ 
cept a position as assistant superintend¬ 
ent of schools in Pennsylvania. His 
graduation >vas followed by one ye ir’s 
service as superintendent of schools a^ 
Reynolds, North Dakota, and he was 
honored by an election to a position on 
the faculty of Montana University and 
on that of the West Virginia Confer¬ 
ence Seminary, resulting in his accept¬ 
ance of the latter position. There he 
remained two years and was most high¬ 


ly esteemed by both students and his 
associates of the faculty. 

In 1897 Shawkey moved to 
Charleston with State Superintedent 
J. R. Trotter, a close personal.friend, 
and for six years served as chief clerk 
in the department of schools and as 
manager of the IVcst Virginia School 
Journal. He is the author of the West 
Virginia supplement to Rand, McNally 
& Company's “Grammar School Geog¬ 
raphy.” In 1903 he was chairman of 
the committee of education in the House 
of Delegates and became active not 
only on account of his work on school 
legislation but on other lines. He is 
the author of the cumpulsory education 
law and others, and is a member of the 
committee on railroads. Mr. Shawkey 
w^as the leading candidate for the speak¬ 
ership and was defeated at last only by 
a combination of the entire field, seven 
aspirants and their followers, working 
against him. For three years he has 
been president of the Central Coal & 
Lumber Company and is largely inter¬ 
ested in other business enterprises. 

On January 22, 1902, he married 
Elizabeth Locke Carver, a daughter of 
John Carv'er, one of the most progres¬ 
sive and successful business men in the 
Kanawha Valley, the senior member of 
the firm of Carver Brothers, among the 
pioneer coal men of the Valley, and the 
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largest shippers in that section of the 
State. Mr. and Mrs. Shavvkey reside 
in their pleasant home on Upper Vir¬ 
ginia street, Charleston, overlooking 
the Great Kanawha River. 

Religiously, Mr. Shavvkey is con¬ 
nected with the Methodist Church. 
Fraternally, he belongs to the college 
societv% Phi Delta Theta. Mr. Shaw- 
key has great confidence in the future 
of West Virginia and is a zealous work¬ 
er for the best interests of the State. 



WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON HOLSWADE. 

WILLIAM HENRY HARRI¬ 
SON HOLSWADE, a prominent and 
representative business citizen of Hunt¬ 
ington, W est Virginia, was l)orn in 
Lewis County, Virginia, now West 
Virginia, February i6, 1847, and is a 


son of Christian Frederick and Martha 
(Alkire) Holsvvade. 

Christian Frederick Holsvvade was 
born August 4, 1819, in W'estphalia, 
Prussia, and died at his home near 
Spencer, Roane County, West Virginia, 
in 1876. He came to the United States 
in 1835, 1846 was married to 

Martha Alkire, daughter of Nicholas 
Alkire, one of the most prominent citi¬ 
zens of Lewis County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia. Their children were: 
W^illiam Henry Harrison, Joseph Al¬ 
kire, George Washington and John 
Marcellus. 

The subject of this sketch was edu¬ 
cated in the common schools and at 
Marshall College State Noniial School, 
and subsecjuently taught school in 
Roane and Kanawha counties. He re¬ 
moved to Huntington in March, 1873, 
and for the following two years assist¬ 
ed M. H. Brooks in the post office. He 
then engaged in the lx)ok and news busi¬ 
ness with Herman Jenkins as partner. 
Afterwards he embarked in a furniture 
or house furnishing business to which 
lie has ever since dev oted his time and 
energies, and modestly admits a remark¬ 
able degree of success. 

In September, 1875, Holsvvade 
was married to Georgie Ella Gallagher, 
eldest dauglUer of James and Mary Gal¬ 
lagher of Huntington, and one son 
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was born to this union on April 6, 1878, 
and bears the name of James Frederick. 
Mr. Hols wade, wife and son are all 
members of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Huntington and are among 
its most liberal supporters and active 
workers. 

Mr. Hols wade is prominently con¬ 
nected with several fraternal societies, 
among which are the Masons, Odd Fel¬ 
lows, Knights of Honor and National 
Union. In the Masonic bodies he has 
been recognized as worthy of great re¬ 
sponsibility, has served in many official 
position, and is past master of Hunt¬ 
ington Lodge, No. 51, A. F. & A. M.; 
past commander of Huntington Com- 
mandery, No. 9, K. T.; past grand 
commander of the Grand Commanderv, 
Knights Templar, of West Virginia: 
and is a life meml^r of the Grand En- 
campment, Knights Templar, of the 
United States. 

Although one of the busiest of busi¬ 
ness men, Mr. Holswade has always 
taken a lively interest in the affairs of 
Huntington and has most efficiently 
filled many positions of confidence and 
trust conferred upon him by his fellow 
citizens in such organizations as the 
Chamber of Commerce, Merchants As¬ 
sociation and Board of Education, of 
which latter lx)dy he is at present the 
honored president. 


H is l)eautiful and commodious 
home, tastefully furnished and liberally 
supplied with choice books, as well as 
his magnificent store and its appoint- 
ments attest his superior taste and liber¬ 
al intellectual endowments. 



EDGAR T. SPRINKLE. 

EDGAR T. SPRINKLE, sheriff 
of McDowell County, West Virginia, 
and a well known resident of Welch, 
was born in Smyth County, Virginia, 
in 1868. He is a son of William H. 
and Bell (Richardson) Sprinkle. 

William H. Sprinkle was born in 
1841, and is a prominent farmer of 
Smyth County, Virginia. He served 
all through the Civil War, in the Con- 
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federate Army. In politics Mr. Sprinkle 
is a Republican. He is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. The mother of Sheriff Sprinkle 
was also born in Smyth County, and 
died in 1885, at the age of 47 years. 
She was a consistent member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
A family of six children was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Sprinkle. 

Edgar T. Sprinkle obtained his edu¬ 
cation in the common schools of Smyth 
County and then went into the service 
of the Norfolk & Western Railway 
Company in 1888 as telegraph operator 
and station agent. Since 1891 he has 
been a resident of McDowell County. 
He resided in Vivian township seven 
years and has been a resident of Welch 
one year. In November, 1900, he was 
elected to the office of sheriff of Mc¬ 
Dowell County. In this difficult posi¬ 
tion Mr. Sprinkle has given excellent 
satisfaction, carr>'ing out the intent of 
the law without fear or favor. 

In 1896 Sheriff Sprinkle was mar¬ 
ried to Ollic Neff, who was born in 
Smyth County, Virginia, and is a 
daughter of James P. and Fannie Neff. 
They have one daughter, Vivian. Mrs. 
Sprinkle is a member of the Lutheran 
Church. In politics Sheriff Sprinkle is 
a Republican and an influential member 
of his party. 



HON. A. e. KENNEY. 

HON. A. E. KENNEY, member of 
the West Virginia House of Delegates, 
from Grantsville, Calhoun Countv, and 
one of the ablest attorneys of that sec¬ 
tion of the State, was born October 3, 
1867, and is a son of M. and Mary E. 
Kenney, both of whom are of Irish ex¬ 
traction, although l3orn near McCon- 
nclsville, Ohio. The father of Mr. 
Kenney was engaged in a mercantile 
business and was also interested in the 
development of oil properties. 

The educational advantages enjoyed 
by our subject were of an excellent 
character. After completing the course 
at Burning Springs High School in 
Wirt County, West Virginia, he began 
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the study of the law, inheriting a 
natural ability for this profession from 
a long line of Irish ancestors. After 
practicing for a time at Grantsville, in 
1893 he went to Georgetown Univer¬ 
sity, Washington, D. C., where he 
graduated in 1895, the degree of 
LL. M. He located at Grantsville, and 
immediately entered actively into poli¬ 
tics. His ability was soon recognized 
and in i8c>6 lie was elected to the House 
of Delegates and has been honored by 
re-elections in 1900 and 1902. In 1897 
he was made a memlier of the Con¬ 
stitutional Commission. On the floor 
of the House of Delegates he has shown 
so much political acumen and organiz¬ 
ing ability, that he earned for himself 
the honor of being elected by his party 
in caucus as leader of the steering 
committee and was the nominee of the 
minority for Speaker of the House. 
Although belonging to tlie minority 
side of the House, his political tactics 
were of such a nature as to secure the 
passage of a number of important 
measures, in which a large proportion 
of his constituents were interested. His 
long occupancy of this honorable po¬ 
sition has enable Mr. Kennev to be- 
come thoroughly acquainted with the 
political situation in West Virginia and 
his abilities are such that it seems safe 
to predict for him a continued success¬ 


ful career in the same field. Mr. 
Kenney is one of the leading Demo¬ 
crats of Calhoun County. Aside from 
his political work he has found time 
for various literary efforts, and ‘'Ken¬ 
ney’s Geography of West Virginia’’ is 
a favorite textbook. 

Mr. Kenney in addition to his law 
practice has given considerable time to 
organizing several oil and gas com¬ 
panies that have developed territory in 
Calhoun and Gilmer Counties. 



REV. JOHN FRANK BAXTER. 


REV. JOHN FRANK BAXTER, 

son of Jacob and Saraphina (Shan¬ 
non) Baxter, was lK)rn in Washington 
County, 'I'ennessee, in 1866. 
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His father, a descendant of an old 
Scotch family, was a native of Virginia. 
When a young man he went down into 
the Valley of Tennessee and purchased 
a farm upon which he has since lived 
for over half a century. 

Our subject’s mother was born in 
Washington County, Tennessee, and is 
of Irish extraction. Her grandfather 
was born during the voyage between 
Ireland and America. By this union 
there were eight children born, five sons 
anrl three daughters; the three eldest— 
two daughters and one son—died in 
infancy; the other five are now living, 
—George W., pastor of a Congrega¬ 
tional Church in Iowa; Elbridge J., an 
attorney-at-law at the county seat of 
Washington County, Tennessee; Rev. 
John Frank, the third member; Will¬ 
iam W., a Presbvterian minister in 
Kentucky: Lulu L. is at home. The 
highest aim and ambition of the par¬ 
ents was to secure a lil)eral education 
for their children. 

Both Jacob Baxter and his wife are 

meml)crs of the Presl)vterian Church, 

^ * 

in which he has served as trustee for 
manv vears, and is also a trusteee of 
W’ashington College, the oldest institu¬ 
tion of learning in the State. He is a 
man of |K)sitive character and of firm 
principles. At the outbreak of the Re- 
bclli(m, he was opposed to secession; he 


is now a conservativ'e Democrat. He is 
hale and hearty at the good age of 
86 years, his wife being 75 years old. 

The subject of this sketch was grad¬ 
uated from Washington College in the 
class of 1888, and from McCormick 
Theological Seminary, Chicago, Illi¬ 
nois, in 1891. 

Immediately after leaving the Sem¬ 
inary, he received a call to the Raveiis- 
wood Presbyterian Church and has 
since been its faithful pastor. 

Mr. Baxter was married June 17, 
1897, to Julia Curtis, of Ohio. Dur¬ 
ing his labors in this field, the Ravens- 
wood Church has expended over $2,000 
in repairs, and a convenient chapel has 
been erected at a cost of $1,200. The 
church membership has been doubled. 

Rev. Mr. Baxter also has charge of 
the church at Spencer, the county seat 
of Roane County, where a new brick 
edifice is in course of construction, cost- 
ing .$4,000. 

He is recognized as a scholarly and 
sincere Christian gentleman. While 
loval to his own church, his breadth of 

w 

mind and catholic sympathy of heart 
make him charitable and loving to¬ 
wards all churches. 

Rev. Mr. Baxter is in close touch 
with the hejirts of his people and the 
community at large, as the healthy 
growth and stability of his work bear 
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evidence. His pastorate has been one 
of more than ordinary duration and 
has been attended with success. 



J. WALTER HAMBRICK. 

T. WALTER HAMBRICK, one 

of the most active promoters and stir¬ 
ring }oung business men of Hunting- 
ton, West Virginia, was born in Masoi; 
County, W est Virginia, April 3, 1878. 
He is the president of the Crown Coal 
& Lumber Company and the owner and 
manager of an immense plant at Cen¬ 
tral ('ity engaged in the manufacture 
of nail kegs and oval wood dishes, be 
sides being lx)th activelv and financiallv 

o ^ ^ 

interested in a numl^er of other suc¬ 
cessful enterprises. 

Mr. Hambrick was e:lucated at the 


Mountain State Business College, at 
Parkersburg, and entered uix)n an ac¬ 
tive career while (juite young. He be¬ 
gan by buying and selling timber at the 
aire of 22 vears and has been located at 
Huntington since 1894. He organized 
the Big W'oods Lumber Company, and 
the Big W'oods, Lombard & Re:l River 
Railroad (’ompany, oixTating in Ken- 

m 

tucky, and is vice-president of and a 
director of the same; the company con¬ 
trols over 6,000 acres of heavilv tim- 
laered land and some 13 miles of well 
etjuipped narrow-gauge railroad. This 
property is located near the center of 
the Kentucky oil fields and the land is 
also underlaid with coal. He is also 
extensively interested in about 232,000 
acres of coal and timl^er lands, and is 
pushing developing work. He is also 
president of the Crown Coal & Lumber 
Company, but for some time past he 
has been giving particular attention to 
the management and improvement, by 
the introduction of up-to-date machin¬ 
ery, of his plant at Central City where 
he manufactures nail kegs and oval 
wo<xl dishes. Mr. Hambrick has in 
addition to his Central City plant a 
thoroughly equipped saw and planing 
mill which enables him to produce his 
own material for building his houses 
and lx)xes for his own purpose. He al¬ 
so has for a supply of raw material over 
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30,cxx) acres of timber land and stump- 
age, which assures him of a constant 
supply of material at a low price for the 
Central City plant. He also operates 
a band mill, besides some portable 
mills, in which he is directlv interested. 

His Central City plant he has built 
up until the various buildings cover a 
floor space of 68,000 square feet, and 
the capacity of the plant is about 10,- 
000 kegs and 600,000 oval wood dishes 
per day. I'he output is all contracted 
for and larger facilities are necessary. 
Much of the new machinery was in¬ 
vented and patented by Mr. Hambrick 
himself, one of these being used in the 
manufacture of the oval dishes bv 

m 

wliidi they are turned out neither 
chip])e(l nor checked and an inch of 
lumber furnishes 25 dishes. His stave 
macliiiie cuts the staves in natural form 
without healing, and they can ])€ cut 
anv width. 

^Ir. llanihrick has purchased a 
nuinher of lots at Central City, near his 
plant and will schhi lx?gin the erection 
of 40 houses for the use of his em- 
])loyees. ]>esides his other enterprises, 
he operates three general stores, one in 
Central Cit*v and two in Kentuckv. Mr. 
Hambrick has conveniently located 
oftlces in the Florentine Hotel build¬ 
ing. Huntington, and is always in the 
market to buv or sell all kinds of him- 


ber, and makes a specialty of handling 
hard wood lumber for stock purposes. 
In getting out raw material, about 160 
men are employed, in addition to his 
factory operatives. 

On June 10, 1902, Mr. Hambrick 
was united in marriage with Helen D. 
Strack, daughter of E. W. Strack, of 
Ashland, Kentucky, an extensive oper¬ 
ator of that town who pays particular 
attention to getting out chair stock. 

It is somewhat remarkable for a 
country-bred lad to so quickly take a 
leading position among old business 
veterans. His faculties are keen, his 
judgment unfailing, his thorough un¬ 
derstanding complete concerning any¬ 
thing he undertakes, while he also pos¬ 
sesses that daring which accompanies 
his temperament. The fact is, he acts 
while others meditate. 


ELSOX CRAWFORD, county 
survevor of Cabell Countv and citv en- 
gineer of Huntington, West Virginia, 
is a thoroughly practical as well as a 
self-made man. He was bom in Law¬ 
rence County, Ohio, January 7, 1866, 
and is the oldest of a family of three 
children of A. E. Crawford, who was 
l>orn March 29, 1835. The parents of 
our subject are farming people and re¬ 
side at Arabia, Ohio. 
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Elson Crawford had only the educa¬ 
tional advantages to be had in attend¬ 
ance upon the common schools, with 
two terms of select school, but his nat¬ 
ural inclinations along mechanical and 
engineering lines have l)een used with 
fair success, for he has given his em¬ 
ployers entire satisfaction along those 
lines. In 1891 he removed to Hunting- 
ton, and in September of that year ac¬ 
cepted a ])osition in the repair depart¬ 
ment of the Huntington Electric Light 
& Street Railway Company’s car barn, 
and in 1895 was made master mechanic, 
which position he held until April 16, 
T900, when he resigned and entered the 
field of civil engineering, a general 
practice of which he has since enjoyed. 
In N ovember, 1900, he was elected to 
the office of county surveyor, and in 
May, I 9 < 3 i, was made city engineer. 
Without the advantages of resident 
college training, Mr. Crawford cre:lits 
the greater portion of his success to the 
thorough presentation of the theory of 
engineering by the International Cor¬ 
respondence Schools of Scranton, 
Pcnnsvlvania, in which he has been a 
student since 1893. 

Mr. Crawh>rd married a Miss Yates 
of Lawrence County. Ohio, and they 
have a family of six sons, namely: 
Herschel, Frederic L., Charles Hobart, 
Robert Evan, James Myron and John 


Terr}’. His residence is at No. 520 7th 
street. In politics, Mr. Crawford is a 
Republican. He was at one lime a 
member of Gen. Milroy Camp, Sons of 
Veterans, his right coming through his 
father, who was a member of Company 
L, 5th Reg., West Virginia Vol. Inf., 
for three vears and three months in the 
War of the Rebellicm, but that is the 
rnilv secret societv with which he has 
ever been connected. 



E. A. HILL. M. D. 

E. A. HILL, M. D., a prominent 
physician and surgeon of Salem, Har¬ 
rison County, West Virginia, was born 
Septeml)er 5, i 865 , near the headwaters 
of McKim Creek, Tyler County. West 
Virginia, and is a son of Ira and Mel- 
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vina Jane (Joseph) Hill, both of whom 
were natives of Tyler County. 

Dr. Hill comes of old established 
families of Tyler County, of Welsh- 
Irish stock, pioneers from Eastern Vir¬ 
ginia. The Hills are very numerous in 
Tyler County, although all have not 
descended from the same common an¬ 
cestry. 

Thomas Hill, the great-grandfather 
of Dr. Hill, was reared in the vicinity 
of Mannington, Marion County, and 
was the founder of the family in Tyler 
County, near Me Kim Creek. There 
Ira Hill, the father of Dr. Hill, was 
born, being a son of Horace and Mar¬ 
garet (Davis) Hill, who were also 
natives of the same section. Ira Hill 
still resides near ^IcKim Creek, aged 
alx>ut 55 years. !Mr. Hill first married 
Melvina Jane Joseph, who was a daugh¬ 
ter of Nathan and Ann (Hustead) 
Joseph, residents of Joseph’s Mills, 
Tyler County, where Nathan Joseph’s 
father founded the familv early in the 
last century, coming from Virginia. 
Mr. Joseph still resides in the old home¬ 
stead at Joseph’s !Mills at the age of 86 

years. The mother of Dr. Hill die<l 
¥ 

when he was al>out two years old and 
he is the only surviver of her three 
children. The second marriage of Ira 
Hill to Salina Gregg resulted in two 


sons, of w horn ^he suryivor, Leonidas, 
resides at home. 

Dr. E. A. Hill was reared a farm 
lx)y in Tyler County, and passed his 
youth alternating between attendance 
at the local schools and work on the 
farm. At the age of 20 years he began 
to teach school, and followed this pro¬ 
fession four years, spending part of the 
time in attending school himself. His 
medical education was commenced 
under Dr. 1 . S. Jones, of Mole Hill, 
Ritchie County, West Virginia. He 
then spent one year in the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons at Baltimore, 
Maryland, subsequently entering Starl¬ 
ing Medical College at Columbus, Ohio, 
where he graduated in medicine in 
1892. In 1898 Dr. Hill took a i)Ost- 
graduate course in the New York 
Polyclinic Medical College and Hos¬ 
pital. After his graduation in 1892^ 
he entered into practice at Shirley, 
Tyler County, where he continued for 
six years. After his return from his 
lK)st-graduate course in New York, he 
engaged in practice for one year at Pine 
Forks, an oil district, and one year at 
West Union, in Doddridge County. 
Dr. Hill then removed to Harrison 
County, locating at Salem, since which 
time he has l)een successfully engaged 
in practice all through his section of 
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the county, particularly at Salem and 
\\’olf Summit. 

In 1888, Dr. Hill married Angeline 
Harper, a daughter of George and 
Elizabeth (Markle) Harper, natives of 
Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Harper resided 
near Pennslx)ro, Ritchie County, West 
\"irginia, from 1865; the former died 
in 1902, and the latter in 1903. Mrs. 
Hill was born in the home in Ritchie 
County, in 1866. Two children have 
been lK)rn to this union, Albert Bleile, 
whose birth occurred July 26, 1893 ; 
and a son born March 20, 1895, 
died in infancy. 

Dr. Hill has given faithful and 
efficient service during his residence in 
Harrison County, and is highly 
esteemed both by the profession and 
the public. 


JOSEPH DORSEY DuBOIS, 

late secretary, and at present a director, 
of the W’heeling Steel & Iron Company 
was born at Dorsey’s Flats, Jefferson 
County, Ohio, April 13, 1827. His fa¬ 
ther, John P. M. DuBois, was a native 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and was 
a son of John Joseph DuBois, who im¬ 
migrated from Strasburg, France, to 
the Cnited States, settling in Phila¬ 
delphia. 

John P. M. DuBois removed to 
Steuljenville, Ohio, in the “twenties,^' 


and was engaged as a clerk in the drug 
store conducted by his cousin. Dr. 
George Wilson. In February, 1826, 
he was joined in marriage, in Jeffer s n 
Countv, Ohio, to Xancv Dorsev, who 
was born near Brownsville, Pennsyl- 
N’ania, in 1800, and came from the well 
known Dorsey family of Maryland. 
Our subject’s maternal great-grandfa¬ 
ther was Peter Miller, who came from 
Mannheim, Germany, and for a half 
century lived in Philadelphia; he was 
\'ice-i>resident of the German Society 
of Pennsylvania from the beginning of 
that organization until 1772. At one 
time Mr. Miller was employed in a 
printing office with Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin, and later was himself proprie¬ 
tor of a publication. He was an ap¬ 
pointee of the Crown in the office of 
notary public, and drew up legal docu¬ 
ments and acted as German interpreter. 
After his marriage, John P. M. Du¬ 
Bois began farming at Dorsey’s Flats, 
Ohio, where he lived until 1857, remov¬ 
ing in that year to Iowa, where his 
death took place in 1868. His wife 
survived him until 1888, when she, too, 
passed away. 

Josq:)h Dorsey DuBois was reared 
on his father’s farm and received his 
educational training in the common 
schools up to his 12th year, when he 
l)ecame a pupil in the Grove Academy 
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at Steubenville, and subsequently at¬ 
tended advanced schools. In 1847 
entered upon the study of the law with 
Joseph M. Mason at Steuljenville, and 
also for a period was in the office of 
Hon. Edwin M. Stanton with a fellow 
student, Robert L. McCook, with whom 
he was admitted to the bar of Ohio at 
Cadiz in 1848. In September, 1849, 
went on tile river as steamboat clerk, 
and in December, 1853, became clerk of 
Union Line ])acket “City of Wheeling,” 
of wliich the late Capt. John McLure 
was in command. Mr. DuBois re¬ 
mained on the river as clerk and cap¬ 
tain until 1864, when he resigned as 
captain of the St. Louis and New Or¬ 
leans steamer “J. C. Swan.” In con¬ 
nection with others, in i860 he built the 
steamboat “Prince of \\’ales,“ and ran 
bet ween St. Louis and New Orleans 
until tlie commencement of the Civil 
A\'ar. 

After resigning his position as cap¬ 
tain of the “J. C. Swan,” Mr. Dui^ois 
returned to W’hecling, and on June 30, 
180^, l)ecame secretary and business 
nrinagcr of the Belmont Nail Com¬ 
pany. which position he occupied until 
the r»elniont Nail C'ompany, in June, 
180-. \Nas Consolidated with the Ben- 
wond Iron Works, the Wheeling Iron 
& Nail C oni])anv and the W’heeling 
Stiel W'tirks, constituting the W heeling 


Steel & Iron Company, of which Mr. 
DuBois was elected secretary. This 
position he resigned March 16, 1899, 
and retired from active business. 

Mr. DuBois was a prominent pro¬ 
moter of the Wheeling & Elm Grove 
Railway Company, and served as its 
president for 16 years. At the time of 
the company’s organization, the project 
had but few' friends and strong oppo¬ 
sition, many people considering that it 
would be impracticable. Numerous 
difficulties had to be overcome before 
the railway could be built. The organ¬ 
izers were forced to contend with the 
State Legislature, the Board of County 
Commissioners and the City Council, all 
of w’hich refused to allow the use of 
steam motors. The Legislature hesi¬ 
tated in permitting a steam railway 
along the National Road, and horses 
were used for a number of years, but 
with varied success, and the operation 
of the road w as about to be abandoned, 
when the use of steam motors was 
finallv permitted,—this has since been 

• A 

succeeded bv the electric trollv svsteiii. 
Ow ing to the convenience of travel l)e- 
tw een the citv and the end of the line, 
many palatial residences and hundreds 
of houses have been erected along the 
entire length of the road, from W’heel- 
ing to Elm Grove. Mr. DuBois re¬ 
signed the presidency of the company 
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on January i6, 1892, in favor of Anton 
Reyniann, the present incumbent. 

Mr. DuBois was married January 
27. 1857, to Ellen Zane Armstrong, a 
native of Wheeling, and daughter of the 
late hVancis Rawdon Armstrong, who 
immigrated with his parents from Ire¬ 
land to X’irginia when a lad. Our sub¬ 
ject and his wife had two daughters, 
one of whom is now living, Mary P., 
wife of J. J. Holloway, a well known, 
enterprising citizen of W heeling. Mr. 
DuRois has made his home in Leather- 
wood for many years, having com¬ 
menced to improve it in 1868. It is 
very beautiful and attractive. Much of 
the shrubbery and all of the trees were 
planted by his own hand. It is a charm¬ 
ing place and one of the most attactive 
homes in that suburban village. His 
wife died July 24, 1894. 

Mr. DuB(ds has been connected 
with many public enterprises outside 
of his regular business as an iron and 
steel manufacturer. At present he is a 
director of the W’heeling Steel & Iron 
Com])any, W heeling and Elm Grove 
Railroad Com])any and Franklin In¬ 
surance Coni])any. He was a mem- 
l)er of the City Council for a 
time. He has l)een a Mason for 
the past 48 years, and has l)een a 
meml)er of the vestry of St. Matthew’s 
Protestant Episcopal Church 31 years. 


being at present senior warden. He is 
well known as a man of honor and in¬ 
tegrity. 



ARMOR STEWART COOPER. 

ARMOR STFAVART COOPER, 

a prominent citizen of New Cumber¬ 
land, Hancock County, W’est \drginia, 
has served in the capacity of county 
clerk since 1896 in such a manner as 
to gain the approval of his fellow citi¬ 
zens. He was lx)rn at Port Homer, 
Jefferson County, Ohio, h'ebruary 6, 
1866, and is a son of Ephraim W’. and 
Harriet S. (Stewart) Cooper, and 
grandson of Alexander and Elizabeth 
(\"antilburg) Cooper. 

Alexander Cooper, who was a 
native of W'ashington County, Penn¬ 
sylvania, migrated in early life to Jeffer- 
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son County, Ohio. He was married 
to Elizabeth Vantilburg, May 12, 1812, 
and they became the parents of the 
following children: Sarah, wife of 
John Travis, both deceased; Jane, wife 

of-Leatherberry, both deceased; 

Elizabeth, wife of John Culp, both de¬ 
ceased; Susan, wife of Isaac Hukill, 
both deceased; Henry, deceased; Alex¬ 
ander, Jr., deceased; Ann Eliza, wife 
of Silas Householder, both deceased; 
Francis V., deceased; Nancy, widow 
of Mathias Householder; and John and 
Ephraim W., who live in Jefferson 
County, Ohio. 

Ephraim W. Cooper was born in 
Jefferson County, Ohio, June 24, 1834, 
and is now engaged in fruit growing on 
an extensive scale, his earlier life hav¬ 
ing been devoted to mercantile busi¬ 
ness. He is a well known and sub¬ 
stantial citizen. He has the honor of 
serving as justice of the peace in his 
county longer than any other man in 
the State of Ohio. He is a Republican 
and has always taken an active part in 
political affairs. He was united in mar¬ 
riage with Martha A. Cole, of Jeffer¬ 
son County, Ohio; she died in one year 
after their marriage, leaving an infant 
daughter, named Jennie S., who died 
at the age of 18 years, being at the 
time of her death a meml^er of the 
graduating class of the Wellsville High 


School. Mr. Cooper was again mar¬ 
ried, on the 12th day of April. 1865. 
to Harriet S. Stewart, of Hancock 
County, West Virginia. She was 
born on the 22nd day of August, 1838, 
and is a daughter of James and Cathar¬ 
ine (Fibbs) Stewart, and a grand¬ 
daughter of Col. George Stewart, de¬ 
ceased. 

Col. George Stewart was lx>rn in 
Ireland, and immigrated to America 
previous to the Revolutionary \\ ar, 
locating in the eastern part of Pennsyl¬ 
vania. He served in the Colonial 
Army as colonel and Ix're an honorable 
record. Whilst that memorable strug¬ 
gle was in progress, he paid a short 
visit to his home. One day during the 
period of this visit, three Tories, or 
British sympathizers, entered the house 
of a widow lady in the vicinity, and con¬ 
ducted themselves in such a shameful 
and discourteous manner that the lady 
and her daughter were greatly alarmed. 
Ccdonel Stewart was dispatched for 
and immediately went to their assist¬ 
ance, captured the three men and held 
them as prisoners until he could re^x^rt 
to headquarters, when they were justly 
dealt with. When capturing them, he 
relieved them of a sword, bayonet and 
pistol, which remained in the possession 
of the Stewarts until a few years ago. 
Colonel Stewart was married to a ladv 
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in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania; 
she died after a union of 15 years, 
leaving a family of six children, namely: 
John, George, Joseph, David, Robert 
and Charles. Colonel Stewart was 
again married, after the lapse of a few 
years, to Susan Wilson; six children 
were born to them : Samuel; William; 

0 * 

Benjamin; James, grandfather of our 
subject; Mary and Ross. At an early 
day he moved with his family to 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, and 
in 1790 they migrated to Grant district, 
Hancock County, Virginia, now West 
Virginia, settling on a farm owned later 
by Franklin Stewart. On this farm 
Colonel Stewart remained until his 
death which occurred alx)ut 1800. His 
relict survived him until 1842, when 
she too departed this life. 

James Stewart, father of Mrs. 
Ephraim W. Cooper, was born in 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 
1787, and removed with his father to 
Hancock County in 1790. He lived 
there until his death in 1869, and his 
wife followed him to the unknowm 
beyond in 1871. He married Catharine 
Fibbs, and shortly after their marriage 
they located on a tract of land now in 
possession of Samuel Ste\vart’s heirs. 
Eleven children were born to bless their 
union, namely: Mary Ann, wife of 
James Pugh, both deceased ; Mrs. Eliza 


White, deceased; Jane, deceased, wdio 
was the wife of David S. Anderson; 
Harriet S., wife of Ephraim W. 
Cooper; Margaret, deceased; George,, 
deceased; John, deceased; Charles, de¬ 
ceased ; William, deceased; Samuel,, 
deceased; and Robert, who lives at 
Colfax, Iowa. 

Seven children were born to Eph¬ 
raim W. and Harriet S. (Stewart) 
Cooper, namely: Armor S., our sub^ 
ject; Edwin W.; Lorena B., wife of 
Dr. W. L. Carroll; Dr. Chase D.; R. 
Hayes; George W., who died in child¬ 
hood ; and Charles A. 

Armor S. Cooper was reared in 
Jefffferson County, Ohio, and educated 
in the public schools. He graduated 
from DufTs Commercial College in 
1886, after which he engaged in the 
steamboating business as a partner of 
T. J. Garlick and others, under the name 
of the Silver Cliff Tow-boat Company, 
operating between Pittsburg, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, and Louisville, Kentucky, for a 
period of three years. He then with¬ 
drew^ from that business and became 
identified w'ith the Shetter Foundry 
& Machine Company, of which he was 
secretary and treasurer for several 
years. He has been a resident of New 
Cumberland since 1888. In 1896 he 
l)ecame a candidate for the office of 
county clerk of Hancock County, and 
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his election followed; he took charge 
of the office in January, 1897. In 
1902, he was re-elected for a second 
term of six years, and is now serving 
in that office. 

Mr. Cooper was united in marriage 
October 6, 1887, Marne V. Thomas, 
of Hancock County, a daughter of 
William and Sarah A. (Collver) 
Thomas, who reside at Moscow, West 
Virginia. Her father was born June 
28, 1847, Hancock County, his par¬ 
ents having migrated from Lynchburg, 
Virginia, in 1820,—his father’s name 
was William Thomas and his mother’s 
maiden name was Lynch. On the 15th 
day of February, 1864, at the age of 18 
years, the father of Mrs. Cooper re¬ 
sponded to the call of his country, 
enlisting at W'heeling, West Virginia, 
as a private in the W ar of the Rebellion, 
under Capt. Oliver Phelps, in Company 
K, 1st \"et. Reg., W’est Virginia Vol. 
Inf. He was present and Uyok part in 
Hunter's Raid, and the historic battles 
of Lookout Mountain, W inchester and 
Cedar Creek, and was Ik moral )lv dis- 
charged from the service at Cumber¬ 
land. Maryland, July 21, 1865. Mr. 
Thomas was united in marriage Janii- 
arv 21, 1866, to Sarah A. Collver, who 

m ^ 

was born in Hancock Countv, Mav 28, 
1848. and is a daughter of the late Levi 
and Mary Collver. Levi Collver was 


born in Canada, February 14, 1805, 
came to this country in early life and 
located in Hancock County, Virginia, 
now West Virginia. On August 3, 
1830, he was united in marriage to 
Mary Latimer, who was born October 
21, 1805, and was a daughter of Will¬ 
iam and Mary (Brown) Latimer. 
W^illiam Latimer was born in Ireland 
in 1796 and with his family immi¬ 
grated to this country in 1805, settling 
in Brooke County, Virginia, now A\"est 
Virginia. Mrs. Maine V. Cooper was 
born in Hancock County, Octol^r 6, 
1869, and is one ()f the following 
children born to h.er parents, Edward 

A. ; Maine V.; Charles; Lewis; George 

B. ; Hugh W’.; Maude E.; Jeffry, de¬ 
ceased; Florence X., deceased; Bennett, 
deceased; Harry and Elizabeth. 

Three children have blessed the 
union of our subject and his wife, 
namely: Walter Waldo, lx)rn July 16, 
1888; Donald Beaumont, lK)rn July 3. 
1900, and died Xoveml)er 10, 1902; 
and Kathryn Virginia, l)orn July 17, 
1895. Mr. Cooper has always been an 
active worker in the Republican party. 
He is a member of the Methodist 
Protestant Church, having united with 
that church when a boy, and has always 
been much interested and actively en¬ 
gaged in church and Sunday-.^^chool 
work. 
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E. R. B. MARTIN. 

E. R. B. MARTIN, a prominent 
member of the Ple^isants County bar, 
residinj^ at St. Marys, was born August 
II, 1874, near Mi(kllel)oume, Tyler 
County, W’est Virginia, and is a son of 
Rol)ert B. F. and Laura (Engle) Mar¬ 
tin, the former of whom was a son of 
Reuljen and Nancy (Courtney) Martin, 
the latter of whom was of Scotch-Irish 
descent, and was lx)rn on the passage 
from Ireland to New York. 

The maternal grandfather of our 
subject was Christian Engle, whose 
ancestors came from Saxony. Chris¬ 
tian Engle was lx)m in Greene County, 
Pennsylvania, in 1817, and came to 
what is now West Virginia in 1837, by 
way of the ^lonongaliela and Ohio 
rivers, stopping first at Sistersville, and 


then proceeding to Middlebournc, 
where he still resides at the age of 85 
years. Christian Engle is perhaps more 
widely known as an old pioneer and 
useful citizen than any other West Vir¬ 
ginian. For 42 years he served con¬ 
tinuously as Circuit Court clerk of Ty¬ 
ler County and was the first deputy 

j clerk of the combine! Circuit and 

! County courts before the separation, 
and went out of office in 1897. 

I 

the most remarkable public record in 
the State. He w'as noted for his mar¬ 
velous memory,—of people, papers, 
events, and it has been said that he was 
better posted in common law practice 
than most of the lawyers, who fre¬ 
quently consulted him. It was under 
this very capable man that the subject 
of this sketch gained his most valuable 
knowledge of the common law, which 
led him into the study of the law and 
eventually to his admission to the bar. 
The wife of Christian Engle, Amy 
Hartley, was of English, Irish and Ger¬ 
man extraction, and was lx)rn in Greene 
County, Pennsylvania, in 1818, and 
died in 1898. The Engles and Hart¬ 
leys came together to W^est Virginia. 
The Courtneys settled in Monongalia 
County, Virginia, now West Virginia. 
The Martins were of German descent 
and natives of West Virginia. 

Robert B. F. Martin was one of 
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tlie pioneers of Tyler County. He was 
the seventh member of a family of 12 
children. He attended the subscription 
schools of his day, but they afforded 
but meager instruction. His occupa¬ 
tion was farm work until the outbreak 
of the Civil War, when at the age of 
22 years with his two brothers, Reuben 
and Anthony, he enlisted for service, 
in Company K, 7th Reg., West Vir¬ 
ginia Vol. Inf.; he t(K^k part in the bat¬ 
tles of Antietam and Gettysburg, and 
after two vears was honorablv dis- 
charged. Returning home to Tyler 
County, he married Laura Engle, eldest 
daughter of Christian and Amy (Hart- 
le}') Engle, and the three children Ixjrn 
to this marriage were: Christian R., 
Ijorn Octoljer 18, 1865, who is engaged 
in the practice of law at Middlebourne; 
Asia, lM)rn March 20, 1867, who is re¬ 
siding at home; and E. R. B., of this 
sketch. R. B. F. Martin has been a 
verv successful business man and 
practical farmer. Both he and his wife 
still reside near ^Iiddlelx)urne, aged re- 
sjHX'tively 65 and 62 years. Mrs. Mar¬ 
tin is a lady who possesses literary abil¬ 
ity. Had slie I>een given advantages 
in vouth she would doubtless have be- 
come \\i<lelv known as a writer of verse. 

C>ur subject was mIv.c ited in the 
conim.on schools of \\'e>;t X'irginiaand 
then tof)k a complete bu'^iness course at 


W’heeling, where he graduated in 1894. 
Then he entered the University of 
West Virginia at Morgantown, where 
he graduated with the degree of LL. 
B., in 1898. When but 17 years old he 
began to teach school, following this 
vocation for two years in Tyler Coun¬ 
ty, subsequently becoming principal of 
the Middlebourne High School. He 
also served on the Tyler Couniy Boanl 
of Education for the examination of 
teachers. It was in 1893 hel)egan 
the desultory study of the law, in con¬ 
nection with various other occupations, 
and in July 1898, he was admitted to 
practice, and opened up an office with 
Hon. T. P. Jacobs at Mannington, 
where he remained eight months, and 
then m<)\ed to St. Marys in 1899, 
where he entered into partnership 
with Hon. W. S. Allen, now at 
Parkersburg. Owing to ill health, 
he gave up his office practice in 
1900 and engaged in outdoor occupa¬ 
tion of leasing oil lands in the interest 
of the South Penn Oil Company, under 
S. S. Miller, district superintendent. A 
year later he severed this connection 
and formed a partnership with Hon. 
Clvde B. Tohnson, of the St. Marvs 
bar, which has resulted in the upbuild¬ 
ing of one of the most prominent and 
able hrx firms of West \’irginia. 

In ])«)litics Mr. Martin has l)een a 
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lifelong’ Republican, this being a family 
trait, and he has devoted much study 
to the fundamental principles of this 
party and is a man thoroughly informed 
on all affairs pertaining to State and 
national as well as civic matters. 

On February 6, 1900, Mr. Martin 
was married to Jessie E. Stealey, 
daughter of L. L. and Mary H. (Bill¬ 
ingsley) Stealey, of Tyler County. 
They have one son, Bruce, born July 
14, 1902. Their l>eautiful home is situ¬ 
ated on the Oiiio River, in St. Marvs. 



GENIUS PAYNE. 

GENIUS PAYNE, president of 
the Salem Bank, at Salem, Harrison 
County. West Virginia, and one of the 
large land owners and oil producers of 


that county, was born November 25, 
1844, on the West Fork River, three 
miles from Clarksburg, Harrison 
County, V^irginia, now West Virginia. 
He is a son of Thomas T. and Henri¬ 
etta (Smith) Payne, the former of 
whom was born April 8, 1814, in 

Fauquier County, Virginia, being a son 
of Turner and Lucy (Payne) Payne. 

The I^aynes are old residents of 
Virginia, the family having been estab¬ 
lished there at an early day by four 
brothers from England. It has been an 
agricultural family. 

Turner Pavne was a son of Thomas 
Payne, who died in Virginia. Turner 
Payne and his family removed to West¬ 
ern Virginia about 1840, remaining for 
a time in Taylor County and then set- 
I tied in Harrison County on the Judge 
Lee place, on the West Fork River, 
now known as the Gore farm. Turner 
Payne and Lucy Payne had four chil¬ 
dren, namely: Francis B., who spent 
I his life in Harrison County; Susan, 
who never married; Thomas T., who 
died August 19, 1899; Sarah,—all 

are now deceased. The grandfather of 
our subject died in 1862, aged 82 years, 
his wife having died in 1850. 

Thomas T. Payne, the father of 
Genius Payne, lived to the age of 85 
years. He was twice married. The 
mother of Genius Payne died in 1854, 
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leaving four children, viz.: Amos, of 
Clarksburg; Olivia, wife of Jacob 
Romine, of West Milford; Lucy, 
widow of Scott Davidson, deceased, of 
West Milford; and Genius, of this 
sketch. The second marriage of Mr. 
Payne was to Elizabeth Thompson, and 
the two children of this union were: 
Maggie, wife of M. D. Stewart, of 
Clarksburg; and Xancy Bird, wife of 
R. A. Garrett, also of Clarksburg. 

Genius Pavne was reared on a farm 
and was educated in the local schools. 
Until the age of 24 years he was oc¬ 
cupied on his father’s farm and in the 
neighborhood of Wilsonburg, within 
four miles of Clarksburg. When he 
started out for himself, it was as a 
farmer on rented land. This property 
he now owns and on a part of it there 
have been successful oil developments. 
His father owned 140 acres near Jarvis- 
ville; Mr. Pa\ne has added to the 
original tract and now o^^^^s 450 acres. 
He was one of the early ex|>erimenters 
in oil and holds the record of l)eing 
the first man to sell oil that was pro¬ 
duced and marketed in Harrison 
County, the first transaction taking 
place September 13, 1897. The oil was 
run into market bv wav of the Eureka 
Pipe Line and was sold for 69 cents 
per l>arrel. 'Sir. Payne also owns tracts 
in different sections and valuable lands 


in Kansas. Since October 27, 1898, he 
has been president of the Salem Bank, 
and, since 1900, a resident of Salem. 
On January 14, 1869, Mr. Payne 

married Amanda C. Hammond, who 
was born on Lambert’s Run, about 
six miles north of Clarksburg, and is the 
second member of a family of eight 
children born to Joseph and Susanna 
(Ash) Hammond, the others being: 
John, who lives near the old homestead; 
Margaret, who died aged 14 years; 
Joseph A., who lives two miles north of 
Clarksburg; Peter H., who resides at 
Los Angeles, California; Andre^v 
Jackson, who is deceased; Etta, who is 
the wife of George Elliott; and D. W., 
who lives on the old homestead. Both 
the Hammonds and Ashes are old 
West Virginia families. Mrs. Payne’s 
great-grandfather came from Germany 
and founded the family, and his son 
Peter was her grandfather. Joseph 
Hammond is of Irish and German 
descent and is a son of Robert Ham¬ 
mond, also an early settler. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Hammond reside on the old 
homestead where Mrs. Payne was bom. 

The five children bom to Mr. and 
Mrs. Payne are: Alice H.; Truman H , 
a resident of Harrison County; Susan, 
wife of E. T. Young, of Salem; 
Thomas G., of Paola, Miami County, 
Kansas: and Emma J. Mr. Payne is 
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a member of the Baptist Church, and 
Mrs. Payne a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 



WILLIAM COLUMBUS QUITMEN WILSON. M. D. 

WILLIAM COLUMBUS QUIT- 
MEN WILSON, :\I. D., a successful 
practitioner of medicine and surgery at 
■Mannington, Marion County, West 
Virginia, was born in 1849, 
tawba, xMarion County, Virginia, now 
\\'est Virginia, and is a son of Will¬ 
iam and Ann Eliza (Devault) Wilson. 

William Wilson was born in Ma¬ 
rion County and died at the age of 28 
years, the same year our subject was 
Ix^rn. He was both a teacher and a 
fanner. In politics he was a Whig. 
The mother of Dr. Wilson was also 


born in Marion County and her death 
occurred three months after that of her 
husl)and. She was a devout member 
of the Methodist Church. 

Our subject was his parents’ only 
child and was left an orphan in infancy. 
He was educated in the common 
schools and later attended ^lorgantow n 
University and subsequently taught 
school. He read medicine with Dr. J. 
M. Lazell, of Fainnount, and in 1869 
entered Starling ^ledical College at 
Columbus, Ohio, where he was grad¬ 
uated in 1872. From 1872 to July. 
1887, practiced his profession at 
New' Freeport, Pennsylvania, and then 
settled at Mannington, Marion County, 
West Virginia, where he has been suc¬ 
cessfully engaged ever since. During 
his residence in Pennsvlvania he w^as 
president of the medical society of his 
county and he has been identified with 
Ix^th countv and State societies as well 
as the American Medical Association 
since he has been located in W’est Vir¬ 
ginia. Tor 10 years he has been a 
member of the board of pension ex¬ 
aminers, under the administrations of 
Presidents Harrison, McKinlev and 
Roosevelt. Dr. \\’ilson was a charter 
member of the Exchange Bank of Man¬ 
nington, one of the sound financial in¬ 
stitutions of the county, has been one 
of the directors since the bank’s organ- 
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ization and is held in liigh esteem, both 
personally and professionally. 

In i<S74 Dr. Wilson was married 
to Lucy E. Owen, who was born in 
New hVeeport, Pennsylvania, and died 
in 1806 at the age of 40 years. She 
was a daughter of I. N. Owen, then a 
resident of Pennsylvania. The five 
children born to this union were: 
Charles J.; Mabel H., deceased; Aria 
D., deceased; (irace M. and Annie E. 
In 1898 Dr. Wilson was married to 
Aria Owen, a sister of his first wife. 
The family belong to the Baptist 
Church. bVaternallv the Doctor is a 
Mason. 


/* 



T. E. A. hfcNNfcH. 

T. E. A. Ki:\XER. a retired nier- 
cliant of lUiffalo. Putnam C'oiintv, 

9 

W est \ irginia, was born A|)ri] 27, 
iSj^. in the (irand Diichv. Saxe-W’ie- 


mar, near Jena, in the historic locality 
where the Emperor Naix^leon defeated 
the Prussian Army. His parents were 
T. and Magdalene (Miller) Renner, 
the former of whom was a professor in 
the L'niversity of Jena, continuing his 
lectures there, making a specialty of 
comparative anatomy and veterinary 
surgery, until his death at the age of 
82 years. The mother died aged 74 
years. 

Mr. Re:iner, of this sketch, is one 
)f a family of nine children, five of 
whom still survive, namely: Edward, 
who lives near Parkersburg; August, 
who lives in New York; Ernest, who 
resides in Germany near the old home; 
Eliza, who is married and lives at Jena; 
ind T. E. A., the subject of this sketch. 

Mr. Renner was well educated in 
Iiis nati\ e country and secured an ex- 
c.llent position as clerk in a court, 
.vliich he held until 1854, when at the 
of 28 vears, he came to America. 
His coming was in the nature of a 
visit to relatives and friends near Park¬ 
ersburg. He engaged in farm work 
with his friends and there met a Mr. 
Stark, who was an extensive ])iano man¬ 
ufacturer at Pittsburg. Through the 
latter’s introduction, he formed a part- 
nersliij) in 1855, with Dr. C. M. Pitrat. 
of I'uffalo, in a general store (after 
workiiie* in the Merchant mill for a 
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time). They starte:! their business 
just south of wliere the mill now stands 
and the business was conducted under 
the firm name of C. M. Pitrat. Mr. 
Renner withdrew from this partner¬ 
ship in 1879 and engaged in a similar 
line of business at Re :1 House as man¬ 
ager for I. F. Paston, remaining there 
five years. He then engaged in busi¬ 
ness for himself at Pliny, West \"ir- 
ofinia, and remained there five years, 
during which time he became afflicted 
with rheumatism. This caused him to 
sell his business and retire from ac¬ 
tivity. He has not engaged in any par¬ 
ticular business since J895. 

In 1859 Mr. Kenner was united in 
marriage to Caroline Stark, who was | 
lK)rn in Hanau, (Germany, and was edu¬ 
cated at Pittsburg, but who then re- 1 
sided at Ikififalo, where sh.e was a popu¬ 
lar school teacher. To them were born 
five children, of whom the three surviv¬ 
ors are: F. J. C., a merchant at Buf¬ 
falo; Lula S., wife of J. E. Frazier at 
Buffalo: and Emil F., of Buflfalo. Mrs. 
Renner died March ii, 1886. Mr. 
Renner has been a prominent man in 
his locality and has served Ijoth as town 
recorder and as councilman. He had 
been for 12 years ])ostmaster at Buf¬ 
falo when he resigned in 1879. In the 
following year he becime postmaster 
at Red House and so continued until ! 


18S5. served as postmaster 

at Pliny and Frazier’s Bottom, West 
\ irginia,—three years at the former 
place and (Mie year at the latter. In 
politics he is a Republican. In relig¬ 
ious belief, he was reared in the Luth¬ 
eran faith. 



OKEY JOHNSON CHAMBEH3. 

OKEY JOHNSON CHAMBERS, 

an able meml)er of the Roane County 
bar, residing at Spencer, was born July 
10, 1870, at Walnut Cirove, Roane 
County, W’est Virginia, and is a son 
of L. 1 ). Chambers. o:ie of the pioneers 
of that county. 

m 

Mr. Chaml)ers worked on tlie home 

farm and received onlv the educational 

* 

advantages offered by the local com¬ 
mon schools. He was a very faithful 
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and ambitious student and seldom lost 
a day, although the long trudge to and 
from school was often made through 
rain and snow. At the age of 18 years, 
he began to teach school and followed 
this vocation for three years. He then 
entered the State University at Morgan¬ 
town, West V’irginia, and took up stud¬ 
ies in the classical department. How¬ 
ever, on account of the serious illness 
of his father, he was unable to finish 
the course, but in his last vear he had 
taken up the study of the law, and was 
admitted to practice in 1893. The 
same year he located at Spencer and 
there he has built up a lucrative and 
constantly increasing practice. As an 
evidence of his legal standing, comment 
may not be out of order concerning 
the most celebrated case that ever oc¬ 
cupied the courts of Roane County. 
This was the Simmons will case, and 
was bitterly fought for three years, 
with the best legal talent of the State 
At this time Mr. Chaml)ers was the 
youngest attorney at the bar, but his 
conduct of this case established his rep¬ 
utation as a profound lawyer and ad- 
I’ocate. His speech was one of the best 
ever heard in the courts of the State 
and won for him legal approval. 

He is a man of pleasing address and 
charming personality. He has been 
the architect of his own fortunes and is 


a self-made man. One of his posses¬ 
sions, of which he is justly proud, is his 
library and much of his time is spent 
as a student. 

In 1895 Chambers was married 
to Alice Crislip, a daughter of Asbury 
Crislip, of Reedyville, Roane County, 
and two sons have \yeen born to this 
union, Merville and Wendell. He has 
always taken an active part in politics 
and is held in high esteem by lx)th par¬ 
ties. In 1900 he was a candidate for 
nomination for the office of prosecut-* 
ing attorney, but, on account of the 
severe illness of his wife at that time, 
abandoned active eft’ort in that direc¬ 
tion that she might have his care and 
attention. His star, however, has not 
set, for he iK)ssesses every qualification 
for efficient public service, and the time 
has come when such men of honor, in¬ 
tegrity and principle, together with 
virtue and that watchful tenderness for 
loved ones, should fill the highest offices 
of trust. 


GEORGE R. JACOBS, one of the 
enterprising business citizens of 
Charleston, W'est Virginia, who is en¬ 
gaged in the manufacture of monu¬ 
mental ^^()rk, was born at W'ellsburg, 
Brooke County, \^irginia, now West 
\"irginia June 26, 1843. He is a son 
of Benjamin F. and Jane Elizal)eth 
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(St. Leger) Jacobs, and a grandson of 
Benjamin Jacobs. 

Benjamin Jacobs, grandfather of 
oiir subject, was born at Ellicott’s 
Mills, nine miles from the city of Balti¬ 
more, Maryland. He removed to 
Brooke County, Virginia, now West 
Virginia, in 1811 and purchased a 
large tract of land and became a man of 
importance. He married Polly Host¬ 
ler and they reared a large family of 
children, all of whom have passed away 
except Benjamin F. Jacobs, the father 
of our subject. They were Presbyte¬ 
rians in their religious conviction. 

Benjamin F. Jacobs for many years 
engaged extensively in contracting and 
building and many of the substantial 
farm buildings which he built are still 
standing in Brooke County, attesting 
the quality of his work. Mr. Jacobs 
also engaged in fanning in Brooke 
County, and still resides there, aged 87 
years. Mrs. Jacobs died in 1883, aged 
67 years. They reared a family of 13 
children to maturity. 

George R. Jacobs was educated in 
the common schools of Brooke County 
and assisted his father in the operation 
of the home farm and also worked with 
him in his building operations. Dur¬ 
ing the Civil War, he was engaged as 
quartermaster’s clerk for nearly four 
vears. After its close he decided to 


learn the marble cutting trade, and on 
July 7, 1865, entered upon his appren¬ 
ticeship. Three years later he went to 
Augusta, Kentucky, and worked one 
vear, then to Louisville and to Seymour, 
Indiana. Upon his return to Wells- 

4 

l:)urg, he was engaged to build the 
Bishop Campbell monument and after 
its completion went to Nashville, Ten¬ 
nessee, and again to Augusta, Ken¬ 
tucky. 

Soon after this Mr. Jacobs married 
Lucy Figgins, who belonged to a highly 
respected Kentucky family. They re¬ 
sided in that State until 1872 when Mr. 
Jacobs removed to Charleston, West 
V^irginia. and the selection of that place 
of residence has resulted in the city 
gaining a valuable business industry 
and Mr. Jacobs, a large and lucrative 
trade. He is now the leading monu¬ 
ment manufacturer, not only locally, 
but over a wide extent of country, his 
fine work being shipped all over this 
State and to \'irginia and Kentucky. 
Mr. Jacobs deals extensively in Scotch, 
Italian and American granite and 
marble, and his work is not only noted 
for its fine finish, but also for the beauty 
and appropriateness of design. Among 
well known works of his may be men¬ 
tioned the monuments of Colonel Fife, 
Dr. Comstock, ^\^ A. Quarrier, H. D. 
RufFner, Quincy Dickinson and others. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jacobs have an attractive 
Iiome and a pleasant social circle in 
Charleston. The five children born to 
them are: I'rances St. Leger, who 
married I'red Babcock, a prominent 
lumber merchant of Pittsburg, Penn¬ 
sylvania, is a talented singer and as a 
teacher of vocal music has a wide repu¬ 
tation ; Charles L. is a graduate of the 
West Virginia I'niversity at Morgan¬ 
town ; Leslie is deceased; and Edith 
and Francis are at home. Fraternally, 
Mr. Jacobs is a ^lason. In politics he 
is an active Republican but is no office 
seeker. He is a liberal, public spirited 
man and a representative citizen of 
Charleston. 



GEORGE FIRTH. 


(lEORCE FIRTH, cashier of the 
Cro/ier C oal & Coke Company, at Elk- 
horn, McDowell CountV, W’est \'ir- 


ginia, was born in 1862, at Upland, 
Delaware County, Pennsylvania. He 
is a son of Charles and Mary (Gibson) 
Firth. 

Charles Firth is a native of York¬ 
shire, England. He came to America 
in 1854 and settled at Upland, Dela¬ 
ware County, Pennsylvania, where he 
engaged in his trade of weaver. He 
belongs to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. The mother of our subject 
was born in Queenstown, Ireland, and 
died in 1893, at the age of 56 years. 
She was a consistent member of the 
Baptist Church. These parents reared 
a family of four sons and one daughter. 

Cieewge F'irth was educated in the 
common schools at Chester and at Gil¬ 
bert’s Academy. After finishing his 
education, he was employed for four 
months as clerk of the Republican State 
Central Committee of Pennsvlvania 
and then was engaged as bookkeeper 
with the Crozier Iron Company. Mr. 
Firth remained with that company for 

vears. In i<S(’8 he went to Bristol. 
Tennessee, with the Virginia Iron & 
C'oal Com])any, remaining a period of 
six months, for the purpose of selling 
pig iron. He then returned to the Cro- 
zicr company and came to Elkhorn as 
cashier for the Crozier Coal & Coke 
Comt)any, a position he fills with the 
greatest efiiciency. 
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Ill 1899 Mr. Firth was united in 
marriage with Erika Bjerkander, who 
was born in Stockholm, Sweden. They 
have one child, Eric. Mrs. Firth is a 
member of the Lutheran Church. In 
politics, Mr. Firth is an independent. 
F*raternally he belongs to the Masons 
and the Elks. 



HON. E. H. MORTON. 


HON. E. H. .MORTON, member 
of the West \'irginia House of Dele¬ 
gates from W ebster Springs, Webster 
County, West \’irginia, was lx)rn in 
j866 on a farm in Webster Countv, 
and is a son of George and Hannah C. 
Morton, the former of whom is en¬ 
gaged in agricultural pursuits in Web¬ 
ster Countv. 


Mr. Morton was educated in the 
common schools of Webster County 
and the Lhiiversity of West Virginia 
at Morgantown, where he was gradu¬ 
ated in law in 1891. 

In 1889 he was elected county 
superintendent of schools for Welister 
County and in 1892 was elected to the 
office of prosecuting attorney for said 
county, serving a term of four years. 
He was appointed assistant prosecut¬ 
ing attorney for Nicholas County in 
1897, which position he held for a term 
of four years. 

His connection with politics has 
been since young manhood. He was 
elected by the Democratic party to his 
present honorable position in 1902; his 
services during the past session have 
been of benefit to his party and the 
country at large. He has risen from 
the ranks in his profession, being an 
entirely self-made man, and has a large 
and lucrative practice. He is attorney 
for the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 
Company and various other corpora¬ 
tions in his section of the State. Prior 
to his election to the Legislature, he 
was commissioner of school lands for 
Webster Conn tv. 

In 1891 Mr. Morton was married 
to Marv McC rav and has a familv of 
five children. His beautiful home at 
W el)ster Springs is a large estate where 
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a herd of fine deer is one of the attrac¬ 
tions. Fraternally Mr. Morton is a 
member of the Masonic bodies. 



HON. MORTIMER W. FRAME 

HON. MORTIMER W. FRAME, 

Xcsior of the Clav Countv bar, served 
as prosecuting attorney of the county 
for a period of 16 years, and is classed 
among the foremost lawyers of the 
State of W est \ irginia. He was born 
on a farm along the Kanawha River, 
near Bulltown. Braxton County, Vir¬ 
ginia, now W’est \’irginia, and is a son 
of James and Elizal)eth (W'ilson) 
Frame. 

I'he first of our subject's paternal 
ancestors to locate in this country was 
David Frame, who came from Ire¬ 
land and located in \'irginia prior to 


the Revolutionary W'^ar. He served 
throughout the struggle for independ¬ 
ence, and lived near Huntersville, Po¬ 
cahontas County, where he died. His 
sons moved to Braxton County, among 
them James Frame, the grandfather of 
our subject. The latter was a farmer 
and also followed the trade of a mill¬ 
wright throughout life. 

James Frame, the father of our 
subject, lived at Frametown, Braxton 
County, from 1809 to the spring of 
1844, when he removed to what is now 
Clay County, W^'est Virginia, but which 
was then a part of Braxton County. 
This removal took place when the sub¬ 
ject of this sketch was 18 months old. 
Lhuler the law of Virginia, he was 
nominated for the position of justice 
of the peace by the County Court and 
received his appointment from the gov¬ 
ernor. He served in this office for 18 
years in his new home. He practiced 
law in Clay County from the erection 
of the county in 1859 up to 1861, when 
the war between the States put an end, 
for the time being, to peaceful occu¬ 
pations. He and his three sons took 
the side of the South in that great con¬ 
flict, and all were disfranchised by the 
“test oath,’’ until that impediment was 
removed in 1872. As he was prevented 
from practicing his profession on ac¬ 
count of this, he abandoned his law 
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practice and took up farming as his 
sole occupation. His wife, the mother 
of our subject, was Elizabeth Wilson. 
She was born in Lewis County, Vir¬ 
ginia, now West Virginia, and was 
a daughter of Andrew Wilson, who 
was of Irish birth and ances¬ 
try, having been born in County 
Meath, Ireland. Andrew Wilson mar¬ 
ried a woman of English descent of the 
same name, and many of the Wil¬ 
sons of Virginia and West Virginia 

are their descendants. Andrew Wil- 

« 

son came to this country from Ireland 
at a very early date. He lived in Lewis 

9 9 

County, \"irginia, for a great many 
years and was noted for his activity 
and intelligence. Pie died at the age 
of 122 years, and is said to have been 
the oldest person that ever lived in the 
States of Virginia or West Virginia. 
With increasing years, his activity and 
vigor did not diminish to an appre¬ 
ciable extent, for only two years be¬ 
fore his death he walked eight miles in 
order to cast his vote for James K. 
Polk as president. 

Mortimer W. Frame has a distinct 
recollection of some of the incidents of 
the journey of the family to Clay 
County in 1844, although he was only 
t 8 months old at the time. He re¬ 
members seeing his father tie the flat- 
lx)at in which the journey was made to 


a tree on the Elk River. His remark¬ 
able memory has characterized his en¬ 
tire life. He is able to accurately de¬ 
tail every day's march during the Civil 
War, in which he participated for four 
years. This faculty has also been 
shown in his law work and has proved 
of invaluable help to him in the trial 
of cases, for no matter how compli¬ 
cated the case, he depends solely uix>n 
his memory. At the outbreak of the 
Civil \Var, ^Ir. Frame enlisted in the 
22nd Regiment, Virginia Infantry, C. 
S. A., and served throughout the war, 
except during such i)eriods when he 
was physically disabled. He served un¬ 
der General I'loyd and others, and par¬ 
ticipated, in all, in over a hundred l>at- 
tles of the war. On August 26, 1863, 
he was seriously wounded in the leg, at 
Dry Creek, near White Sulphur 
Springs, (ireenbrier County, but would 
not permit Dr. P’atrick, the surgeon, to 
amputate it. After obtaining a fur¬ 
lough of 60 days, he went to Rich¬ 
mond, joined his infantry command., 
fought out the 60-day furlough, and 
then joined the cavalry, in which he 
served until the war closed, partici¬ 
pating in a dozen of the largest battles 
in the Shenandoah Valley in 1864. At 
the end of his furlough, when he went 
to Richmond, he paid $25 for a break¬ 
fast, the large price being due to the 
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depreciated Confederate currency. He 
was a gallant soldier and was content 
to serve the cause as a private without 
seeking promotion. 

Mr. Frame’s education was very 
limited, and up to the time of his ad- 
. mission to the bar he had been to school 
not to exceed three months. He had 
learned to read, write and count, but 
had no education to speak of until 
shortly l^efore he was made prosecuting 
attorney. He then attended public 
scho(>l at Clay Court House, along with 
his three oldest sons, learning English 
grammar. He studied law bv himself, 

O ✓ " 

and after a rigid examination before 
Judge Henry Gillespie and Judge Rob¬ 
ert Irvin, was admitted to the bar. He 
was at once elected prosecuting attor¬ 
ney, and served continuously for a 
period of 12 years, later being elected 
for a subse(]uent term of four years. 
He was the nominee of the Democratic 
party for the office of prosecuting at¬ 
torney for 28 years. Lately, he de¬ 
clined to accept another nomination of 
his party for this office on account of 
his intention of removing to Okla¬ 
homa, where two of his sons are prac¬ 
ticing attorneys. Mr. Frame is a stal¬ 
wart Democrat, as was his father be¬ 
fore him. He is a man of excellent 
qualities, places a high standard on 


I 

manhood and lives up to his ideals. He 
is a good judge of human nature and 
has many intimate friends who esteem 
him highly for his excellent traits of 
character. 

Mortin'.er \V. Frame was married 
No^ ember 21, 1867, to Nancy Trip¬ 
lett, who was born July 27, 1842, and 
is a daughter of Sinnett and Elizalieth 
Triplett. I'he father of Mrs. F^rame 
was a soldier in the war of 1812, un¬ 
der General Harrison, and received a 
pension, which is now paid to Mrs. 
'IViplett, who is past 90 years of age. 
Sinnett Triplett was a physician dur¬ 
ing the latter years of his life, practic¬ 
ing in Clay County until his death, in 

i8;;. To Mr and Mrs. Frame have 

% 

been born seven children, namely: 
James M., a lawyer of El Reno, Okla¬ 
homa; Baines, a lawyer of Taloga, Ok¬ 
lahoma; Marshall T.; Minnie All3erta; 
Homer, who died April 17, 1898, at 
the age of 24 years; Charles C., who 
died at the age of 12 years; and Ella, 
who died at the age of 10 years. Mr. 
Frame owns a very pretty little home 
at Clay Court House, with most beauti¬ 
ful surroundings of trees, vines, shrub¬ 
bery, Howers, etc. He has a farm of 
50 acres adjoining the town, which 
property is underlaid with valuable 
coal deposits. 
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HON. JOHN R. OONEHOO. 


HON. JOHN R. DONEHOO, 

whose prestige as an attorney-at-law is 
well known to the citizens of West Vir¬ 
ginia, is a prominent resident of New 
Cumberland, Hancock County. He 
was born at Cross Creek, Washington 
County, Pennsylvania, Sq^tember i, 
1834, and is a son of James and Eliza 
(Ramsey) Donehoo. 

Janies Donehoo was born in Ar¬ 
magh, Ireland, in 1800, and was 
brought to this country by his parents, 
Daniel and Nancy (McCune) Done- 
hno. when he was an infant. His par¬ 
ents settled in Alleghany County, 
Pennsylvania, and the father followed 
farming until his death at the home of 
his son, James, about the year 1850. 
James Donehoo became a tailor by 


trade and, being an intelligent and in¬ 
fluential man, was made a justice of 
the peace, an office he efficiently filled 
for more than 40 years, being at the 
time of his death, in 1873, of the 
oldest justices in Pennsylvania. He 
had also serv ed as county commissioner 
and was at one time a member of the 
Stale Legislature of Pennsylv’ania. He 
married Eliza Ramsey, who was born 
in Washington County, Pennsylv^ania, 
in 1809, and was a daughter of John 
and Martha (Shields) Ramsey', na¬ 
tives of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. 

John R. Donehoo, after completing 
his preliminary education at Cross 
Creek Academy, read law with C. W. 
Russell at Wheeling, and was admitted 
to the bar in 1857- After practicing 
in Hancock County for a time he went 
to Wheeling, and successfully followed 
his profession there for a number of 
years. Going thence to Washington, 
Pennsylvania, he practiced for four 
years and in the meantime edited the 
lyasliinf^ton Examiner. He published 
a campaign paper in Steubenville, 
Ohio, for three months, and subse¬ 
quently removed to Fairview, Hancock 
County^, where he practiced law for a 
pericul of 18 months. He then went to 
Fulton County, Pennsylvania, where 
he edited the Fnlton Democrat for four 
years, during which time he also served 
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one term as district attorney but re¬ 
signed during his second term. While 
there he was also a delegate to the 
Democratic National Convention held 
at New York City that nominated Sey¬ 
mour and Blair. Mr. Donehoo next 
purchased the Indiana (Pennsylvania) 
Democrat, which he edited about i8 
months, then edited the Constitution 
of ^lorgantown, West Virginia, for 
two years. In March, 1874, he again 
located at Fairview and has since lived 
in Hancock County and devoted his 
attention solely to the practice of the 
law except when he has been called 
upon to serve in official positions. Since 
1890 he has been located at New Cum¬ 
berland and is recognized by the bar of 
West \’irginia as one of its strong rep¬ 
resentative members. He commands a 
good general practice in both State and 
Federal courts, and is held high in 
public esteem. In 1874 he was ap- 
pointed prosecuting attorney for Han¬ 
cock Ccninty, serving two years, and in 
1880 was elected to represent Hancock, 
Brooke and Ohio counties in the State 
Senate, serving four years with credit 

to himself and his constituenev. He 

* 

served for eight years as a meml>er of 
the board of regents for the State Deaf 
and Blind Schools at Romnev, West 
A'ir^inia. 

In i 8<K), Mr. Donehoo was united 


in marriage with Eleanor McCown, 
who was lx)rn in Fairview^, Virginia, 
now' West Virginia, and is a daughter 
of John C. and Eliza (Sproule) Mc¬ 
Cown. Her father w^as a native of 
Washington County, Pennsylvania, 
and died in 1877. Her mother was 
born in Ireland and died in 1856. Mr. 
and Mrs. Donehoo have the following 
named children: Rev. James D., rector 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church at 
Monroe, l.ouisiana; Eleanor; Jessie, 
who married C. S. Bradlev, of New 
Cumberland; and Christine. 



G. H. SHREWSBURY. 

G. H. SHREWSBURY, an able 
member of the bar of West Virginia, 
and a leading citizen of Charleston, 
Kanawha County, was born July 23, 
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1872, at Point Pleasant, Mason County, 
M’est Virginia. He is a son of Colum¬ 
bus and Cynthia (Jarrett) Shrewsbury, 
both of whom were born in Kanawha 
Countv. 

Columbus Shrewsbury followed 

steamlxjating on the Great Kanawha 

and the Ohio rivers for manv vears. 

^ ¥ 

Later he was api)ointed a deputy 
L'nited States marshal and still later 
was elected sheriff of ^lason County. 
He died September 4, 1902, aged 70 
years. His wife passed away at the 
age of 48, in 1882. Both belonged t(3 
the Baptist Church. In political adher¬ 
ence Columbus Shrewsburv was a Re- 
publican, and fraternally he was a 
Mason. 

G. H. Shrewsbury was educated in 
the schools at Point Pleasant and took 
an advanced course in the normal 
schools at Lebanon and Ada, Ohio. 
He read law with John U. Meyers and 
graduated from the law school at 
Lebanon, Ohio, in 1893. 
he was admitted to the bar of West Vir¬ 
ginia, removed to Charleston and 
entered the law office of H. B. Smith 
with whom he remained for a short 
period and then going with D. C. 
Gallaher. Two and a half vears later, 
Mr. Shrewsbury opened a law office 
in the Charleston National Bank 
Building. He makes a specialty of real 


estate law and has gained the repu¬ 
tation of being a very able expounder 
of the law and a safe counsellor. Al¬ 
though he has a good citizen’s interest 
in politics he chooses rather to win 
laurels in his profession than in public 
life. He is identified with the Re¬ 
publican party. 

On July 30, 1895, Mr. Shrewsbury 
was married to Carrie H. Seiker, who 

a 

was born at Lebanon, Ohio. They 
have one little daughter, Ruth H. In 
religious belief ^Ir. and Mrs. Shrews¬ 
burv are Presbvterians. 



W. H. McCLAIN. M. D. 

W. H. McCLAIX, ^r. D., one of 

the leading pliysicians of Clendenin, 
Kanavvlia County, West \’irginia, and 
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a very prominent Republican politician, 
was born March 15, 1868, in Dodd- 
rid/2re County, West Virginia. He is a 
son of Robert Alexander and Sarah 
(Summers) McClain, and a grandson 
of Robert and Elizal>eth McClain. 

The McClains are of Scotch ex¬ 
traction and the founders of the family 
in America located first in Pennsyl¬ 
vania, removing from there to Vir¬ 
ginia, now West Virginia. The Sum¬ 
mers familv is one of distinction in 
Doddridge County. 

Robert Alexander McClain was 
born November 16, 1837, and is an 
honored citizen of Roane County, near 
Spencer. In 1862 he married Sarah 
Summers, who came of Scotch-Ger¬ 
man ance^trv, and four sons and five 
daiifrhters were born to this union, all 
of whom are living. 

Dr. McClain was primarily edu¬ 
cated in the common schools and re¬ 
ceived his medical education in the Col¬ 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons at St. 
Louis, Missouri, where he was grad¬ 
uated March 28, 1893. In April of 
tliat year he located at Clendenin and 
he has been heard to remark tliat his 
a>>ets at that time included a pretty 
t lir know ledge of his profession, a fine 
pbysicjiie, a check for a small amount, 
and a determination to make a success 
of his life. He has done so and is now' 


regarded as one of the substantial men 
of that locality, while he has gained 
universal esteem. His ability soon be¬ 
came apparent and he has built up a 
large and satisfactory practice. 

Dr. McClain has ahvays taken a 
deep interest in athletics and is a liv¬ 
ing example of w hat they accomplish 
in perfecting physical well-being, b'rom 
his college days he has found feats of 
strength easy for him and has won in 
many contests of speed and agility. A 
l)art of his strength was i)robably in¬ 
herited from an athletic father, but the 
genial Doctor is an adv'ocate of ath- 
letics as a means to securing and re¬ 
taining health. 

On April 21, 1897, Dr. McClain 
was married to Nona Campbell, who 
is a daughter of A. M. Campbell, of 

: Scotch extraction. She was educated 

) 

j in the common schools and the Sum- 
' mersville Normal School and became 
! a popular teacher. No children have 
' been l>orn to them, but they are rear¬ 
ing a niece of Mrs. McClain. In ptdi- 
tics Dr. McClain has alwavs been a 
Rej)ublican,—he began campaign work 
! w lien 16 years old and has never failed 
to take an active interest ever since. 

’ He has been countv committeeman and 

I • 

' in other wavs has been useful to his 

I ^ 

party. Fraternally he is very prom¬ 
inent in the State. Since 21 years of 
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age he has been a Knight of Pythias, 
entering the order at Spencer in Lodge 
No. 55; he now l)elongs to Elkana 
Lodge, No. 63, at Charleston. For 
nine rears lie has l)een a member of 
Lodge No. 142, I. O. O. F., at Clen- 
denin, has filled all the chairs and is 
the present noble grand, l>elonging to 
Elk Encampment, No. 63, 1 . O. O. F. 

Dr. McClain owns considerable real 
estate in the vicinity of his home at 
Clendenin, and has one of the pleas¬ 
antest offices in the town, located on 
the banks of the Elk River. 



H. D. RUMMEL. 

II. D. RCMMEL, a well known 
resident of Charleston, Kanawha 
County. \\'est \"irginia, is an attorney 


and at the present time city solicitor 
of the city of Charleston. He was 
born in Kanawha County, West Vir¬ 
ginia, August 13, 1875, is a son of 
Henry and Mary (Newhouse) Rum- 
mel, the former a native of Ohio and 
the latter of what is now West Vir¬ 
ginia. Henry Rummel, who is a suc¬ 
cessful manufacturer of Charleston, is 
one of the substantial residents of this 
State. 

H. D. Rummel attended the public 
schools of Charleston and later pur¬ 
sued an advanced course of study at 
Johns Hopkins University. He also 
took the law course at the Maryland 
University, Baltimore, and ranked 
fifth in the class of 1895 niem- 

bers. He was admitted to the bar in 
Maryland and later in West Virginia. 
He ])racticed in the former State for 
two years and then removed to 
Charleston. In 1901 he was elected 
citv solicitor for a term of two vears 
and in March, 1903, was re-elected for 
another term. He is a stanch Repub¬ 
lican, a good and logical speaker. 

In 1900 Mr. Rummel was united in 
marriage with Ruth H. Millard of 
F>:dtimorc. 


S. L. W’ATSON, of Fairmont, 
Marion County, West \"irginia, born 
December 27, 1848, has devoted his en- 
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tire life and apparently inexhaustible 
energy to the development of W'est Vir¬ 
ginia and, particularly, of Marion 
County. Mr. Watson has been asso¬ 
ciated with his father and brothers in 
all stages of the development of the 
Fairmont Coal field and is one of the 
leading executive officials of the Fair¬ 
mont Coal Company. He is personally 
acquainted with more men of all classes 
tlian any other man in West \"irginia 
and has taken an active part in State 
and county politics, although never an 
as[)irant for office. His keen perception 
of opportunities combined with an 
ability to direct others, has inspired the 
confidence of all who have been asso¬ 
ciated with him and he has been inter¬ 
ested in practically every successful en¬ 
terprise, including electric light, gas, 
glass, industrial, development, banking, 
building and a score of other companies 
During the past month he has taken 
over the Fairmont & Clarksburg Trac¬ 
tion Company and is devoting his en¬ 
ergy to bettering its ecpiipment and 
service. 

Air. Watson resides on Eighth 
street and is the father of one daughter 
and three sons, the sons being actively 
engaged with him in the various enter¬ 
prises with which he is prominently 
identified. 



HOMER B. WOODS. 

HOMER B. WOODS. It is al¬ 
ways a pleasure to contemplate the 
character of a man who has arisen from 
the ranks, alone and unaided by wealtu 
and influence. Such a man is Homer 
B. W'oods, the subject of this sketch. 
Rev. P. A. Woods, a prominent min¬ 
ister of the Baptist Church came to 
what is now West Virginia from 
Pennsylvania in 1844 and settled near 
Harrisville, in Ritchie Countv. It was 
there that Homer B. W'oods was born, 
July 16, 1869. 

Pie attended the district schools atid 
at the age of 16 began teaching coun¬ 
try schools in winter, working on the 
farm in the summer. After bellowing 
the vocation of teaching several years, 
he was elected principal of the Harris- 
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ville graded schools. While occupy¬ 
ing this position, he was nominated for 
the office of county superintendent of 
schools and in May, 1891, was unani¬ 
mously elected, and served two terms 
in this capacity. In the meantime he 
had been engaged in the study of the 
law and in 1891 he entered the State 
University Law School at Morgan¬ 
town. Having Htted himself for the 
practice of his profession, in 1892 he 
was admitted to the bar. In 1895 he 
founded the Ritchie Standard and 
served as its editor in 1896; in June of 
that year he was nominated by the Re¬ 
publican convention for the office of 
prosecuting attorney of Ritchie Coun¬ 
ty. He was elected to this position by 
a majority of nearly 700. As evidence 
of the manner in which he discharged 
the duties of this office, he was renom¬ 
inated in 1900, and was elected by the 
largest majority ever theretofore given 
in the county to any candidate for pub¬ 
lic office. 

On September 10, 1891, Mr. 

Woods was married to Winifred Da¬ 
vis, daughter of Hon. Thomas E. Da¬ 
vis, of Harrisville, and three children 
liave been born to them. 

Mr. Woods is a fearless and able 
prosecutor but at the same time is care¬ 
ful and conscientious in his practice. 
No man’s public record is cleaner or 


more honorable than his. He is an 
active politician and has contributed in 
no small degree to the success of the 
Republican party in his native county 
and State. He was a delegate from 
West Virginia to the Republican Na¬ 
tional League held in Cleveland, Ohio, 
in 1895, and was at one time one of the 
vice-presidents of the organization in 
West Virginia. His large law practice 

0 

attests his devotion to his chosen pro¬ 
fession and his large and well selected 
library proclaims him a student as well 
as an attorney. 



JOHN SHRADER. 

JOHN SHRADER, whose suc¬ 
cessful and extensive building and con¬ 
tracting has brought him into prom¬ 
inence in Hancock County, West Vir- 
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ginia, was born in Allegheny County, 
Pennsylvania, February 8, 1862, and 
is a son of William and Eliza J. (By¬ 
ers) Shrader, both of whom were born 
in Western Pennsylvania, and still re¬ 
side there, the father being retired 
from business. 

The Shrader family is an old and 
honorable Dutch one of Pennsylvania, 
the great-grandfather of our subject 
having settled near V’^est Newton at 
an early date, at which time the spell¬ 
ing of the name was Schroeder. Will¬ 
iam Shrader, the grandfather, was a 
farmer and was also engaged in the 
flatboat business, taking provisions to 
New Orleans and frequently walking 
the whole distance home. The family 
is a hardy and long-lived one, and the 
grandfather lived to a good old age. 
The father of Mr. Shrader engaged in 
farming and later in the stock and coal 
business, and now resides at McKees- 
p<jrt. 

John Shrader is one of a family of 
six children lx)rn to his parents. He 
was reared and educated in Allegheny 
County, Pennsylvania. He began his 
business career as a farmer, and he re¬ 
mained at home assisting his father 
until he became 20 years of age. After 
marriage he settled on a farm of his 
own and continued in agricultural pur¬ 
suits until 1889. He then sold his 


farm to the United States Glass Com¬ 
pany, and then began contracting and 
building. His work has included every 
line, from houses to railroads. On De¬ 
cember 3, 1895, received the con¬ 
tract for building a bridge across the 
Ohio River, between East Liverpool 
and Chester. ]Mr. Shrader was doubly 
interested in the success of this great 
undertaking, as he not only contracted 
to build the bridge, but also supplied 
the East Liverpool Bridge Company 
with much of the money with which 
to do it. He owned a one-fourth inter¬ 
est in the ground upon which Chester 
stands and much of which land l^e still 
owns, and the completion of this 
bridge, on January i, 1896, made sure 
the permanent growth of Chester, 
which is now a town of about 3,000 
inhabitants. He continues to own 
stock in the bridge, which is one of the 
most important public improvements 
ever made in the locality. At the same 
time he was constructing the bridge 
he was engaged in building the East 
Liverpool & Rock Springs Railway, 
and the latter was completed in May, 
1896. 

On March 15, 1882, Mr. Shrader 
was married to Mary E. McDowell, 
who was born in Armstrong County, 
Pennsylvania. One daughter, Pearl, 
was lx)m to this marriage, now a very 
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attractive young lady. Few men are 
Ijetter known in Hancock County than 
Mr. Shrader, and few have more push 
and progressiveness. He is one of the 
substantial and enterprising men of 
Chester. 



SAMUEL H. SHANNON. 

SAMUEL H. SHANNON, post¬ 
master at Clay Court House, Clay 
County, W'est Virginia, a member of 
the mercantile firm of Rhodes, Shan¬ 
non & Company, and also a large lum¬ 
ber dealer, is one of the prominent men 
of his section. He was born June 21, 
1866, on a farm in Clay County, and 
is a son of Rev. Norval W. and Sus¬ 
anna (Summers) Shannon, of Nich¬ 
olas Countv. 

Rev. Norval W. Shannon was a 
minister in the Methodist Church. He 
was lx)rn in 1817 at Morgantown, 


Monongalia County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, and was a son of Ben¬ 
jamin Shannon. The latter, with his 
brother John, founded the family in 
this part of the country. They were 
born in Ireland and, after immigrating 
to America, became wholesale mer¬ 
chants at Philadelphia for some years, 
but later removed to Morgantown, \"ir- 
ginia, now West Virginia. There he 
married and had five children born to 
him, his three sons being Norval W., 
Robert and Frank. Benjamin Shannon 
engaged in a milling business at Mor¬ 
gantown and then moved to Weston 
and later to Clarksburg, and to Ohio in 
1858 where he died in 1861. Rev. 
Norval W. Shannon had only a mea¬ 
ger common-school training, and spent 
his earlier years in teaching school and 
in as close an application to his books 
as he could. Thus he prepared for his 
ministerial work. 

Samuel H. Shannon was educated 
in the common schools and had the ad¬ 
vantages of but one term at the Nor¬ 
mal School at Concord, Mercer Coun¬ 
ty, West Virginia. He began teaching 
school after finishing his own course 
and continued to teach in Clay County, 
14 terms in all, until 1899. He has 
l^een very prominent in the political 
life of his section and has been much 
honored by his party. For three years 
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he was jailer of the county jail, and 
from 1896 to 1901 served as a justice 
of tlie peace. On January i, 1892, he 
was elected mayor of Clay and served 
through his term to the satisfaction of 
al! concerned. For three years he 
served as trustee of District No. 5, and 
for three years was a member of the 
Town Council during whicli period the 
town was incorporated. On August 
8, 1899, he was appointed postmaster 
by the late President McKinley and is 
<U\l the popular incumbent of the of¬ 
fice. Both in 1900 and in 1902 he was 
a delegate to the State convention of 
his party and since the former year has 
been a member of the congressional 
committee and secretary of the county 
committee. He was nominated by the 
County Court and later appointed by 
the State Board of Health as a mem¬ 
ber of the county board. 

In 1892 Mr. Shannon was married 
to Maggie E. Reed, who is a daughter 
of Solomon Reed of Clay County. 
They have a family of four children, 
viz.: Irma Blanche, born December 
10, 1892; William Halley, born March 
10, 1895; Susan Berenice, born Feb¬ 
ruary 7, 1897; and Rebecca Olive, 
lx)rn June 29, 1900. Mr. Shannon and 
family belong to the Methodist 

Church. 

In fraternal association Mr. Shan¬ 


non has long been actively interested 
and has taken all the honors in the 
Junior Order of United American Me¬ 
chanics of w hich he is counsellor, a [X)- 
sition he has held for four years; and 
he belongs to Zara Lodge, No. 116, 
Knights of Pythias, and to Pisgah 
Lodge, No. 180, Independent Order of 
0 (k\ Fellows, at Clay. In this order 
he has filled all the minor offices and 
is now vice-grand of the lodge. 

Mr. Shannon is much esteemed in 
his vicinity and is identified with many 
of the leading business interests. 



SAMUEL BRASHEAR AVIS. 

SAMUEL BRASHEAR AVIS, 

prosecuting attorney of Kanawha 
Ccninty, and a prominent citizen of 
Charleston, West Virginia, was bom 
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in Virginia, February 19, 1872, and is 
a son of B. D. and Hattie E. (Wilson) 
Avis, both of whom were natives of 
the Old Dominion. 

S. B. Avis received his education 
in the common schools and at a mili¬ 
tary" academy at Staunton, Virginia, 
and later at Washington and Lee Uni¬ 
versity, at Lexington, Virginia, re¬ 
ceiving his degree of B. L. at that old 
established institution. Mr. Avis then 
located at Charleston and accepted a 
position in the United States attorney’s 
office, where he remained about four 
years. In 1898 he was commissioned 
captain in Company A, 2nd Regiment, 
West Virginia Inf., U. S. Volunteers, 
and served as such in the Spanish- 
Arnerican War, l^eing stationed at 
Camp Meade and Greenville, South 
Carolina. 

After the close of this war. Cap¬ 
tain Avis returned to Charleston and 
re-entered the office of the United 
States attorney and remained there un- 
til 1900 when he was elected prose¬ 
cuting attorney for Kanawha County. 
In politics he is an ardent Republican 
and enjoys the confidence of the party 
leaders. 

In Deceml)er, 1899, Mr. Avis mar¬ 
ried Florence M. Atkinson, who is a 
daughter of ex-Governor G. \V. At¬ 
kinson, of Charleston, West \"irginia. 



JOHN T. GAINER. 

JOHN T. (lAINER, cashier of the 
Clay County Bank and one of the most 
prominent financiers and esteemed citi¬ 
zens of Clay Court House, W'est Vir¬ 
ginia, was born May 31, 1871, in Au¬ 
burn, Ritchie County, West Virginia. 
He is a son of Albert and Susan A. 
(Loudon) Gainer, the former of whom 
was torn in January, 1848, and the 
latter on January 2, 1849. Our sub¬ 
ject’s mother was a daughter of 
I'homas Loudon, who removed from 
V^irginia and settled in Upshur County, 
West \"irginia. She was born in Gil¬ 
man County and there was married to 
Albert Gainer. The father of the sub¬ 
ject of this sketch is a son of John 
Gainer and a grandson of Bryan Gain- 
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Mrs. Marcum when their six sons and 
four daughters assisted in the exercises 
of the occasion and were photographed 
with their venerable parents. The sons 
are: Thomas D., an attorney, hut at 
present engaged in a general insurance 
business at Catlettsburg, Kentucky; 
James H., a farmer of Cabell County, 
and an ex-member of the State Senate; 
William W.. residing at Ceredo, 
Wayne County, W^est Virginia; P. S., 
living at Catlettsburg, Kentucky; and 
John S. and Lace, who are partners in 
the practice of the law at Huntington. 

John S. Marcum was primarily ed¬ 
ucated in Wayne County, where he also 
studied the law and was admitted to the 
bar 26 years ago. He was prosecuting 
attorney for two terms in Wayne 
County and later in Cal)ell County, 
serving 10 consecutive years in that 
office. Mr. Marcum has been very suc¬ 
cessful in criminal practice and has 
won distinction all over the State on ac¬ 
count of his ability as an advocate. He 
has associated with him other able 
members (>f the l)ar, and their well ap¬ 
pointed offices are located in the Ab- 
l)ott lUiilding, on the corner of 4th 
avenue and 9th street. 

Mr. Marcum married a member of 
the W'ellman family, also an old and 
aristocratic one. and two children have 
l)cen l)orn to this union. J. Roy. the 


son, aged 19 years, is preparing for the 
law at the West Virginia University at 
Morgantown. The daughter, aged 16. 
is a student in the local schools. The 
pleasant residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Marcum is located at No. 626 loth 
street. Mr. Marcum and family l)e- 
long to the Baptist Church. Formerly. 
Mr. Marcum was a stanch Democrat, 
but at present votes independently. 
Fraternally he has served through the 
chairs of the blue lodge, chapter and 
commanderv in the Masonic order and 
also lielongs to the Elks. 



ROBERT BENJAMIN BERNHEIM. 

ROBERT BENJAMIN BERX- 

HEIM, a well known citizen of Welch. 
McDowell County. West Virginia, 
who is clerk of the County Court, was 
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born July i, 1870, in the city of New 
York. He is a son of Samuel C. and 
Charlotte Bernheim, lx)th of whom 
were born in (Germany and are now 
residents of Welch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel C. Bernheim 
came to the United States in 1861 and 
located near New York, where Mr. 
Bernheim engaged for some time in 
the mercantile business. In 1885 he 
removed to West Virginia and served 
as postmaster of Bramwell during the 
administration of the late President 
Benjamin Harrison. In 1903 Mr. 
Bernheim retired from active business 
life. 

Our subject is one of a family of 
fixe children born to his parents. He 
acquired a solid education in the com¬ 
mon schools at Newburgh, New York, 
and at Eastman's Business College at 
Poughkeepsie. After leaving school he 
accepted a position as buyer and lxx)k- 
keeper for the Tide Water Coal & 
Coke Company at Vivian, West Viv- 
ginia, and remained in that position 
from 1891 to 1893. In the latter year 
he moved to Welch as stenographer 
for Rucker, Keller & Hamill. at- 
torncys-at-law, and also as reporter for 
the McDowell County Criminal Court. 
He continued with this firm until Jan¬ 
uary, 1897, when he took up the du¬ 
ties of the office of clerk of the County 


Court, to which position he had been 

elected in the preceding November. In 

¥ 

1901, the State of West Virginia was 
divided into two judicial districts, and 
Judge Keller, of the United States 
Court, appointed Mr. Bernheim clerk 
of the United States District Court for 
the Southern District of West Vir¬ 
ginia. This position he filled until July 
15, 1902, when he resigned, and be¬ 
came a candidate for re-nomination as 
clerk of the County Court of McDow¬ 
ell County. He was re-nominated 
unanimously, a tribute to his popular¬ 
ity, and as no one w’as nominated by 
the Democratic party, his election in 
Noxember, 1902, xvas without oppo¬ 
sition. 

Since 1892 Mr. Bernheim has been 
secretary of the McDoxx’ell Countx' Re- 
publican Executive Committee and has 
taken a leading part in lx)th local and 
outside politics. He has important 
business interests in Welch and is one 
of the useful and progressive citizens. 

On June 5, 1901, Mr. Bernheim 
xvas married to Ida P. Topham. xvho 
xvas born in Washington, D. C., and is 
a daughter of James S. and Anna M. 
Topham. They have one son, James 
Topham. Mrs. Bernheim is a member 
of the Methodist Church. 

Mr. Bernheim is prominent in fra¬ 
ternal life, belonging to McDoxvell 
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I.odge, No. 112, A. F. & A. M.; Bram- 
well Chapter, R. A. M.; Ivanhoe Com- 
inandery, No. 10, K. T., of Braniwell; 
and Beni-Kedem Temple, A. A. O. N. 
M. S., of Charleston. 



HON. JAMES H. MARCUM. 

IlOX. JAMES H. MARCUM, an 

ex-member of the W est X^irginia State 
Senate, and a representative citizen of 
Eluntington. was born in Virginia, 
Septeml)er 14, 1842, and is a son of 
Stephen M. and Jane (Damson) Mar¬ 
cum, both of whom were also natives 
of the Old Dominion. 

James H. Marcum received but 
limited educational advantages in the 
private and subscription schools of his 
locality, his schooling being inter¬ 


rupted by the outbreak of the Civil 
War. He was one of the first loyal 
youths of his section to enlist.—!>ecom- 
ing a member of Company B. 45th 
Reg., Kentucky Vol. Inf. He served 
three years, and was with the Army 
of the Tennes.see; when he received his 
honorable discharge he had attained 
the rank of sergeant major. 

After the close of the war. Mr. 
Marcum returned to his home and en¬ 
gaged in agricultural pursuits for a 
time, and then accepted a position as 
traveling salesman for Shipley. Crane 
& Company, of Cincinnati. Ohio, with 
whom he remained about nine vears. 
He then returned to Huntington and 
bou.ght and very successfully operated 
a liverv and sales stable for four vears, 
and then sold the business in order to 
resume farming. 

Mr. ]\Iarcum has long been active 
in political life, and in 1890 he was 
elected a member of the West Xdrginia 
Legislature and served four vears. 
After an interim of four years, he was 
again elected to that honorable body, 
and again served his constituency with 
ability and efticienev. For four vears 

^ ^ m 

he was the popular postmaster of 
Huntington, and during the adminis¬ 
tration of Governor Wilson was a di¬ 
rector of the West Virginia Peniten¬ 
tiary for a term of five years. 
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In 1881 Mr. Marcum was united in 
marriage with Fannie B. Williams and 
their son, F. H., is a member of the 
class of 1903, in the law dq^artment 
of the University of West Virginia, at 
Morgantown. In religious belief, Mr. 
Marcum is a Methodist. His fraternal 
relations are with Huntington Lodge, 
Xo. 53, A. F. & A. M. 



WILLIAM BURBRIDGE PAYNE. 

WILLIAM BURBRIDGE 
PAYXE, clerk of the Circuit Court 
of McDowell County, West Virginia, 
and a prominent citizen of Welch, was 
born in that county in 1866 and is a 
son of the late John D. and Clara 
(Cornett) Payne. 

John D. Payne was born in Taze¬ 
well County, Virginia, now McDowell 
County, W'est Virginia, and died in 


1898 at the age of 62 years. During 
the Civil War he served four years in 
the Union Army, as a private in. 
Company I, 39th Reg., Kentucky Vol. 
Inf., and was once captured and once 
vv^ounded. In politics he was a Re¬ 
publican. In business he was success¬ 
ful as a lawyer, farmer and merchant. 
The mother of our subject was born 
in 1841 in North Cc^rolina and now re¬ 
sides at Bradshaw, McDowell County, 
W'est Virginia. The three children 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Pavne were: 
David C., who is a deputy United States 
marshal and deputy sheriff of Mc¬ 
Dowell County; William Burbridge, of 
this sketch; and Wilburn Grant, de¬ 
ceased. 

William Burbridge Payne was 
reared in his native countv and was 
educated in the common schools and 
the Normal School at Concord. From 
1887 to 1892 he was engaged in a 
mercantile business at Bradshaw, and 
removed from there upon being elected 
to the office of clerk of the Circuit 
Court. In 1896 he was honored with 
a re-election and his popularity and 
efficiency were emphasized by a second 
re-election in 1902. 

On May 10, 1896, Mr. Payne was 
married to Jennie Beavers, who was 
born in Union County, South Dakota. 
Three children have been born to them,. 
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viz.: Hobart Elkins and Meldramn 
Deane, living, and Mirriam Joyce, de¬ 
ceased. Mrs. Payne is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

Fraternally, Mr. Payne is a mem¬ 
ber of McDowell Lodge, No. 112, A. 
F. & A. M., of Welch, of which he is 
past master, and of Ohio Consistory, 
Valley of Cincinnati, and is a Shriner. 
In politics he is identified with the 
Republican party. 



ROLAND YUENCLINC LUTHER. 

ROLAND YUENGLING LU¬ 
THER, assistant general manager of 
the Peerless Coal & Coke Company, at 
Vivian, West Virginia, is one of the 
energetic and progressive young men 
of the (lav. Mr. Luther was born in 

9 


1S75, Pottsville, Pennsylvania, and 
is a son of Roland C. and Therese 
(Yuengling) Luther, the former of 
whom is president of the Peerless Coal 
& Coke Company, and also general 
superintendent of the Philadelphia & 
Reading Coal & Iron Company, with 
headquarters at Pottsville, Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

Mr. Luther has been a resident of 
V^ivian since February, 1901, and has 
become an important factor in the coal 
fields of that locality. His company is 
a leading one in the section and gives 
him a wide field of operation. 


W. L. GLESSNER, one of the 
foremost business men of Ohio County, 
West Virginia, is president of the 
Laughlin Nail Company, a Wheeling 
corporation, with office and plant at 
Martin s Ferry, Ohio. This is a very 
extensive plant and is the largest cut- 
nail manufactory in the world, having 
had a wonderful growth from its in¬ 
ception, in 1878. Mr. Glessner is a na¬ 
tive of Ohio, and is a son of Jacob and 
Mary Laughlin Glessner. 

Jacob Glessner was born 92 years 
ago at Somerset, Pennsylvania, and is 
now a resident of Zanesville, Ohio. He 
spent the major portion of his active 
life as editor and publisher of a news- 
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paper, and in his later years was a man¬ 
ufacturer of news-paper. He married 
Mary Laughlin, who was a daughter of 
John laughlin, an old resident of 
Wheeling. She died at the age of 83 
years, having had three sons and one 
daughter, as follows: John, vice-presi¬ 
dent of the Champion Mower & Reaper 
Works, of Springfield, Ohio, but a resi¬ 
dent of Chicago; George, secretary of 
that concern ; W. L., the subject of this 
biographical record; and Jessie A., the 
the youngest child and only daughter 
who married Mr. Chanaller, a promin¬ 
ent attorney-at-law of Zanesville, Ohio, 
who died August 8, 1901, she now re¬ 
sides in Zanesville. 

W. L. Glessner has made his home 
in WMieeling since 1872, and has always 
been a power in business circles. For 
six years he was identified with the Ben- 
wood Iron Works. In 1878 the Laugh¬ 
lin Nail Company was organized and 
incorporated as a joint stock company, 
and Mr. Glessner served as its secretary 
from 1878 until 1885. Alexander 
Laughlin was the first president, and 
after his death, in 1885, was succeeded 
by Mr. Glessner. The plant has always 
been located at Martin’s Ferry, Ohio. 
The company originally employed 150 
men, but now employs about 600 work¬ 
men in the cut-nail department, when in 
full oi)eration. The nail factory has a 


capacity of 12,000 kegs per week. In 
1899 an extensive shovel plant was 
added, manufacturing large shovels, 
with a capacity of 300 dozen per day. 
The shovels are made from the raw 
material, and at the present time from 
200 to 225 men are employed in this de¬ 
partment. A sheet mill, its product be¬ 
ing intended for corrugating, galvan¬ 
izing and metal ceiling work, is being 
rapidly pushed to completion, which, 
when completed, will give employment 
to about 700 men. The buildings, with 
a floor space of from three to four acres, 
are constructed of brick and iron, and 
are practically fireproof. The grounds 
of the plant cover 22 acres, and the com¬ 
pany also owns 300 acres of mining 
land, and mines its own coal. The total 
force of men to be employed upon the 
completion of the plant,—all Union 
labor,—will number about 1,500. The 
present secretary is F. K. Dixon, who 
has served in that capacity one year. In 
1885 the Laughlin Nail Company erect¬ 
ed a Bessemer steel works, which they 
operated for about 10 years. From 
1895 1899, they operated a tin 

mill which they built, and which is now 
the property of the United States Steel 
Corporation. Mr. Glessner is a mem¬ 
ber of the Board of Trade of Wheeling, 
and has lived in the city for many years. 
He recently erected a magnificent home 
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Baltimore. He follo>' ed the occupa¬ 
tion of a slioemaker. He went to Lake 
Erie and lived for a time, then moved 
to Uniontown, Pennsylvania, and later 
to Morgantown, Virginia, now West 
Virginia. He served as captain of a 
company of militia during the War of 
1812, and acquitted himself with hon¬ 
or. He later went to Ohio to live, and 
about 1845 death by drowning in 
Wills Creek, in attempting to cross the 
stream during a freshet. His wife was 
Elizabeth McKelvey, and among the 
children born to them was George W., 
grandfather of Dr. Lewis, 

George W. Lewis was born in Un¬ 
iontown, Pennsylvania, and removed 
to what is now W'est Virginia in 1820. 
He was a shoemaker in early life and 
lived to reach the advanced age of 87 
years and three months, dying at Val¬ 
ley Grove in October, 1901. He mar¬ 
ried Nancy Gibson, who is now living 
at the age of 81 years, making her 
home in Ohio County, West Virginia. 

W'illiam Lewis, a son of (ieorge W. 
and Nancy (Gibson) Lewis, was bom 
in Marshall County, W’est Virginia, 
and now resides in Ohio County, 
where he is engaged in agricultural 
pursuits. He married Samantha 
Chaml)ers, who was Ixirn in Marshall 
County and is a daughter of James P. 
and Mary (Porter) Chaml)ers, who 


were natives of Marshall County, X’^ir- 
ginia, and Washington County, Penn¬ 
sylvania, respectively. Her grandpar¬ 
ents were Joseph Hamilton and Re¬ 
becca (Bell) Chambers, the former be¬ 
ing a son of James Chambers, and the 
latter a daughter of W'illiam and Eliz¬ 
abeth (McConnell) Bell. 

Dr. George E. Lewis was lx)rn in 
Ohio County, West Virginia, January 
19, 1873, and is one of six children 
bom to William and Samantha 
(Chambers) Lewis, viz: James C., P. 
I., George E., Mary A., a teacher in the 
schools of Wheeling; Florence, who is 
also teaching at Wheeling; Lillian and 
Wilma. Dr. Lewis was reared in Ohio 
County and educated in the public and 
State Normal schools, graduating 
from the latter institution in 1893. hav¬ 
ing taught school in Ohio County for 
three years previous to graduation. He 
then took up the study of medicine at 
the Western University of Pennsyl¬ 
vania; he was granted the degree of 
M. D. in 1897 and engaged in practice 
at Hanover. Ohio. His health failed 
him and for one year he gave up his 
professional duties. In 1900 he moved 
to Chester, Hancock County, and has 
succeeded in acquiring a large general 
practice in medicine and surgery. He 
is a man of high character and is held 
in high esteem by his fellow citizens. 
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On Octol^r 6, 1897, Dr. Lewis was 
married to Hettie Curtis, who comes 
of a prominent and respected family. 
She is descended from John and Elsie 
( W ilkins) Curtis, who were prominent 
in Virginia at an early day. Her 
great-grandparents were Josiah and 
Hester (Earnsparger) Curtis. Will¬ 
iam Baker Curtis, a son of Josiah and 
Hester (liarnsparger) Curtis, made an 
enviable record during his service in 
the army. He was first a captain, la¬ 
ter colonel of the 12th West Virginia 
Regiment, and was mustered out as a 
brevet general. He was at one time a 
merchant at West Liberty, Ohio Coun¬ 
ty, where he died August 25, 1891, at 
the age of 70 years. He married Han¬ 
nah M. Montgomery, and among the 
cliildren born to them was Josiah 
Montgomery Curtis, father of Mrs. 
Lewis. Josiah Montgomery Curtis 
was lx)rn at West Liberty, Ohio Coun¬ 
ty. X’irginia, and died in 1875. At the 
outbreak of the Civil War, he enlisted 
in Company D, 12th Reg., West Vir¬ 
ginia \"ol. Inf., of which his father was 
captain, and at the time he was mus¬ 
tered out was lieutenant of Company 
I of that regiment. He was the man 
who planted the United States flag on 
Fort Gregg, for which act he was made 
lieutenant and Congress presented him 
with a bronze medal. He married Em¬ 


ily Walker, who was born in Brooke 
County, X'irginia, now West Virginia, 
and now resides at W'est Liberty, Ohio 
County. She is a daughter of Allen 
and Mary Ann (Mounts) Walker, and 
granddaughter of Alexander and Es¬ 
ther (Montgomery) Walker. 

Dr. and Mrs. Lewis have one child, 
Helen Virginia, born July 19, 1900. 
Religiously, they are members of the 
United Presbyterian Church, in which 
Dr. Lewis is an elder. He is a member 
of the State Medical Society. 



HON. C. W. SWISHER. 


HON. C. W. SWISHER, a prom¬ 
inent young business man of Fairmont, 
Marion County, West Virginia, who is 
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identified with much of tlie material 
development of that section, was born 
in Marion County, West Virginia, 
May 26, 1867. He is a son of Alpheus 
and Abigail (Van Gilden) Swisher, 
^vho were of German extraction. Al¬ 
pheus Swisher was a prominent lumber 
man for many years, and was well 
known through Marion County, where 
he died in October, 1901. The mother, 
a member of an old and honorable Vir¬ 
ginia family, still survives. 

C. W. Swisher received his educa¬ 
tion in the public schools of Marion 
County and started out in life as a 
mine boy in the employ of the Wat¬ 
sons. now the Fairmont Coal Compa¬ 
ny, his humble occupation being the 
driving of mules. The lad was, how¬ 
ever, capable of a higher grade of 
work and his superiors soon found it 
out and he was continually promoted 
from one position to another. In 1889 
he l)ecame superintendent of the Brit¬ 
ton Coal Company, on the Mononga- 
hela River, in Marion County, and he 
continued with this corporation for 
three years, resigning the position then 
in order to enter the real estate busi¬ 
ness. He recognized the wide field in 
that line and few men in that activity 
have been more successful. His sales 
in valuable coal and timber lands have 
caused much property to change hands, 


and he has been the means of attract¬ 
ing a large amount of capital to the 
State. Many of the coal mines, gas 
and oil wells, as well as electric roads, 
have been developed through hi« ef¬ 
forts in calling the attention of out¬ 
side capital to the section where his op¬ 
erations are chiefly centered. 

While promoting enterprises for 
the public good, Mr. Swisher has not 
neglected his own interests and is a 
stockholder in the Fairmont & Clarks¬ 
burg Electric Railroad Company; a di¬ 
rector in the Fairmont Savings Bank; 
in 1903 he became interested in the El¬ 
kins syndicate; and is a stockholder 
and director in the Charleston & Kana¬ 
wha W ater & Light Company, and in 
other minor enterprises. He owns 
much coal and oil land of a valuable 
character. Starting out in life with 
no capital, his has been a remarkable 
career. Successful in business, he has 
also been successful in politics, and in 
1899 he was elected a member of the 
West \'irginia House of Delegates, 
and in 1903 was elected to the State 
Senate. He is actively identified with 
the Republican party. 

Fraternally Mr. Swisher belongs to 
Fairmont Lodge, No. 9, A. F. & A. M., 
Fairmont Chapter, R. A. M.; Crusade 
Commandery, No. 6, K. T., and the 
Mystic Shrine. 
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D. W. CUNNINGHAM. 

D. W. CUNNINGHAM, a prom¬ 
inent citizen of Charleston, Kanawha 
County, West Virginia, who has effi¬ 
ciently served in the position of United 
States deputy marshal for a period of 
14 years, is a native of West Virginia, 
and was horn in Jackson County. His 
father, Joel Cunningham, who after 
being an officer in Jackson County for 
20 years, organized Company E, 8th 
Regiment, W'est Virginia State troops, 
in 1861, and died in the service, Janu¬ 
ary 7, 1862. He was a man of in¬ 
domitable will, great personal courage 
and was seldom unsuccessful in his un¬ 
dertakings. 

The mother of our subject, Mary 
Cunningham, belonged to one of the 
old Virginia families of prominence. 


Her father was one of the organizers 
of his (Jackson) county; he w’as a 
justice of the peace for 21 years and 
was made sheriff of the county under 
an old law by virtue of his office as 
justice. Eleven children were born to 
our subject’s parents. One of these 
was Nathan Cunningham, who entered 
the army in boyhood and served two 
years in the Civil War; returning to 
the scenes of his childhood, he resumed 
peaceful occupations. A few’ years 
later he was appointed deputy United 
States marshal, on account of his fear¬ 
less and courageous character. For 
doing his duty well, he was foully as¬ 
sassinated in 1887 ^ band of crim¬ 

inals, know n by West Virginians as the 
Kuklux Klan. They were all outlaws 
w’ho had terrorized Kentucky, Tennes¬ 
see, the western portion of Virginia 
and the southern part of West Vir¬ 
ginia. Marshal Cunningham by his 
bravery had seriously crippled the band 
in its work of murder, incest and vio¬ 
lations of the laws and for this cause 
it added still another crime, resulting 
in the death of Nathan Cunningham. 
He is still well recalled in his com¬ 
munity. 

D. W. Cunningham is the subject 
of this brief and inadequate sketch, as 
a comprehensive one would fill a vol¬ 
ume. He grew to manhood in Jackson 
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County, and was educated in the pri¬ 
vate schools of his locality. He en¬ 
gaged in teaching for 14 years, retiring 
from that profession to accept a posi¬ 
tion as a special deputy United States 
marshal. Soon after, he was made a 
deputy under President Harrison and 
was re-appointed by the late President 
McKinley. The life of an officer in this 
service is necessarily one of adventure 
and thrilling interest. Especially is it 
so in the case of Mr. Cunning¬ 
ham, whose fearlessness and bravery 
are well known all over the State; while 
he has so many friends he cannot num¬ 
ber them, his name is enough to strike 
terror to the class whose machinations 
it is his business to destroy. The crim¬ 
inal records in the Department of Jus¬ 
tice at Washington, D. C., show the 
great mass of work accomplished dur¬ 
ing the past 14 years by this competent 
and reliable officer. For three years 
he was stationed in McDowell County 
along the Norfolk & Western Rail¬ 
way. Prior to this, the locality had 
been infested with outlaws who com¬ 
mitted every crime in the calendar. 
Mr. Cunningham has the reputation of 
being a man who has never flinched in 
the path of duty. He has been vilified 
and maligned, but only by those in sym¬ 
pathy with desperadoes. Among the 
notorious gangs who have been forced 


to surrender by Mr. Cunningham were 
the Hatfields and the Mullen gang. 
The father of the latter operated illicit 
distilleries for more than 30 years and 
in defense of his lawless business killed 
a number of officers. The names of 
the Skenns, Counts, Kisners, Ham¬ 
monds, Fields, Harpers, Vances, Hat¬ 
fields and many others long were a ter¬ 
ror in the West Virginia mountains. 
They are all kindred, having continu¬ 
ally intermarried, and while banded to¬ 
gether in their nefarious operations 
carry on united vendettas against the 
lovers of law and orde. 

Probably ]Mr. Cunningham has had 
to fight the most ungovernable of this 
class of criminals in the United States, 
but he has done it under the law, open¬ 
ly and fearlessly, and deserves the high 
opinion in which he is held. A man of 
iron nerve, he treads his dangerous 
path each day in the pursuit of duty, 
and it is through his efforts that trav¬ 
elers and tourists may now safely vist 
the wilds of this beautiful State. Per¬ 
sonally, J.Ir. Cunningham is a man of 
commanding presence and is of schol¬ 
arly attainments. Withal he is modest 
in speaking of his notable achieve¬ 
ments and although ready to give in¬ 
formation in his pleasant conversa¬ 
tional way, one can only hear from 
other lips of the greatest dangers he 
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has faced and the sum of what he has 
accomplished. 

In 1893 Cunningham married 
Beulah C. Greenleaf, who is a de¬ 
scendant of a prominent old Jackson 
County family. Three children have 
been born to this marriage, namely: 
Pearl, Clarence and William. Frater¬ 
nally Mr. Cunningham is an Odd 
Fellow. 



SAMUEL C. BURDETT. 

SAMUEL C. BURDETT, a 

prominent attorney at Charleston, 
West Virginia, who bears the reputa¬ 
tion of being the best criminal lawyer 
in the State, was born September 16, 


1847, Scioto County, Ohio. He is a 
son of Samuel and Sarah (Ratcliffe) 
Burdett, the former of whom was born 
in England and the latter in Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

Samuel Burdett, our subject’s fa¬ 
ther, was for a long period known as a 
skilled painter and interior decorator 
and his artistic work won him ample 
means and an extended clientele. In 
his later years he engaged in teaching, 
dying at the age of 52 years, in 1869. 
His widow resides at Ironton, Ohio, 
spending the evening of life with one 
of her daughters. A family of eight 
children were boni to Mr. and Mrs. 
Burdett, five of whom reached matur¬ 
ity: Fannie, Mary, Lizzie, Sue B., 
who is assistant principal of one of the 
public schools of Ironton, Ohio, a very 
prominent educator; Robert, in the em¬ 
ploy of the Georgia Railroad; and 
Samuel C., of this sketch. 

Samuel C. Burdett was educated in 
the public schools of Ohio, and learned 
the trade of painter and decorator and 
followed the craft until 1880. In the 
meantime he had prepared himself for 
entrance to the bar and was admitted 
in West Virginia. He removed to 
Charleston, Kanawha County, in No¬ 
vember, 1870, where he has resided 
ever since. He has made a success in 
his profession and the able manner in 
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which he lias handled noted cases and 
his thorough comprehension of crim¬ 
inal law has given him a reputation 
. and a business which reaches over the 
State. Thus his election as prosecut¬ 
ing attorney for Kanawha County, 
W’est Virginia, in 1884, was most ju- 
dicicnis and he held the position until 
1880, having previously been assistant 
prosecutor, from 1883 1885. In 

June. 1889, he was appointed assistant 
United States district attornev, under 
I‘resident 1 larrison's administration, 
and served four years until the change 
of administration. Upon the election 
of the late beloved President McKin¬ 
ley, he was re-appointed to the office, 
but in 1900 resigned it in order to con¬ 
fine his attention to an absorbing pri¬ 
vate practice. 

Mr. Burdett has always been act¬ 
ively interested in politics and is stanch 
in his adherence to the principles of 
the Republican party. He has 
“stumped" the State during every po¬ 
litical campaign for the last 20 years, 
and. as he is a clear, forcible and log¬ 
ical speaker, is of the greatest service 
to his party, being known as the “Lit¬ 
tle (liant of Kanawha.“ 

ilr. Burdett was married, first, to 
Miss Taylor of Louisiana and eight 
children were Ixirn to them. His sec¬ 
ond marriage was to Miss Cunning¬ 


ham. who was born in Greenbrier 
County, West \"irginia. and two chil¬ 
dren were born to this marriage. 



WILLIAM McGARVIN. 

WILLIAM .McGARVIN, propri¬ 
etor of the Jacksonburg Drug Store, 
the only establishment of its kind at 
Jacksonburg. Wetzel County, W’est 
Virginia, was born August 26, 1838. 
at Cliatham. Ontario. Canada, and is 
a son of John and Susan (Huston) 
McGarvin. an old agricultural family. 
The McGarvins have been residents of 
the Dominion for generations. Both 
parents lived to advanced ages, the fa¬ 
ther dying at the age of 95 years and 
the mother at 92. Of their seven chil¬ 
dren, six survive. 

William McGarvin was reared and 
educated in Canada, and there learned 
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tlie carpenter trade, which he later fol¬ 
lowed at Detroit, Michigan, for one 
year. In 1862 he went to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, engaging in work at his trade, 
later spent six months at Steubenville, 
and then went to Parkersburg. West 
Virginia, becoming interested in oil 
production. He has visited all the oil 
centers in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana 
and West Virginia, and has made and 
lost fortunes in many places. In 1900 
Mr. McGarvin settled in Jacksonburg, 
Wetzel County, W'est Virginia, since 
which time he has been engaged in the 
drug business, having at the present 
time a monopoly. He carries a full 
line of prescription drugs, patent med¬ 
icines, toilet and fancy articles, and 
meets with very satisfactory encour¬ 
agement in the prosecution of his busi- 

In 1871 Mr. McGarvin was united in 
marriage with Elizabeth Truman, a na¬ 
tive of Spencer, West Virginia, and 
two children were born to this union: 
Lillie M., wife of James L. Cade, of 
Mannington, West Virginia; and 
W'illiam E., of Kentucky. In politics 
Mr. McGarvin is a Republican. Fratern¬ 
ally he is an Odd Fellow. Mr. Mc¬ 
Garvin is a highly esteemed citizen, in¬ 
terested in the advancement of his sec¬ 
tion and a strong advocate of temper¬ 
ance. 



F. S. THOMAS, M. D. 

F. S. THOMAS, M. D., one of the 

most prominent physicians and sur¬ 
geons of Southwestern West Virginia, 
proprietor and physician in chief of the 
Thomas Private Hospital, at Charles¬ 
ton, was born in August, 1850, near 
Sissonville, West Virginia. He is a 
son of George D. and Sarah (Jones) 
Thomas, the former of whom was 
lx)rn in Virginia and the latter in the 
District of Columbia, the latter still 
surviving in Roane County, West Vir¬ 
ginia, at the age of 96 years. 

Dr. Thomas received his primary 
education in private and select schools, 
where he was prepared for entrance to 
Marsliall College. His medical read- 
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mg was pursued with Dr. T. P, Car¬ 
penter, of Poca, West Virginia, and he 
graduated from the medical depart¬ 
ment of the University of Maryland 
in 1878. This was supplemented with 
study, experience and graduation, at 
the P>ellevue Hospital Medical College, 
New^ York, in 1887. Since that time, 
for the past 15 years, he has taken 
post-graduate courses annually, both in 
Baltimore and New York, on the the¬ 
ory that this is the only true wa}" for a 
physician and surgeon to keep abreast 
of the times, and to thoroughly absorb 
modern nietho<ls and discoveries. ] 3 r. 
Thomas is a self-made man in every 
sense that the term implies, and it has 
been through his own perseverance and 
the exercise of an iron will that he 
has risen to his eminent position 
among the professional men of tlie 
State of West Virginia. He is re¬ 
garded with respect and esteem and 
is one of the truly substantial and rep¬ 
resentative citizens of Charleston. 

In 1878, Dr. Thomas located at 
Malden, West Virginia, where he was 
successfully engaged in the w^ork of his 
chosen profession for a number of 
years. In 1884 he began practice at 
Charleston where he w^as also inter¬ 
ested in a drug business, in partnership 
w^ith Mr. Potterfield, the firm style be¬ 
ing Thomas & Potterfield. In 1902 Dr. 


Thomas sold his interest to his partner, 
wdio still conducts a flourishing busi¬ 
ness, the firm by honest dealing hav¬ 
ing w^on the confidence of the public. 
Dr. Thomas has become one of the 
leading citizens and is identified wdth a 
number of the most important and suc¬ 
cessful business enterprises. He is 
president of the Charleston Ice & Coal 
Company, is a stockholder in the 
Charleston National Bank, and is also 
interested in coal mining operations. 
Perhaps, though, he is more widely 
known as the proprietor of the Thomas 
Private Hospital of Charleston, a no¬ 
ble institution in which the residents 
of that city take a just pride. The 
beautiful hospital building is an orna¬ 
ment to the city, w hile the institution’s 
aims are of the noblest. The building 
was erected by the city during 1896-97, 
at a cost of $30,000, and is under lease 
to Dr. Thomas, who wdth a large staff 
of consulting physicians and surgeons 
conducts an institution of incalculable 
value to Southw^estern West Virginia. 
Its scope is broad and its equipment 
complete. Dr. Thomas has a reputa¬ 
tion in the profession second to none 
in the State, and he has gathered about 
him specialists on every disease to 
w^hich poor human flesh is heir. The 
hospital on account of its healthful and 
beautiful surroundings, and its most 
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excellent management, provides not 
only for the dangerous sick, but also 
for those who seek rest and restoration 
from the strain of either business or so¬ 
cial life. 

In 1879 Dr. Thomas married 
Ruth Lee Putney, who is a daughter of 
Dr. James Putney, of Malden, West 
\’irginia, and a descendant of the old 
Putney and Ruffner families of Vir¬ 
ginia. Two children have been born 
to this marriage, James P. and Ruth 
M. In religious belief the family are 
Presbyterians. Dr. Thomas belongs to 
the Kanawha Countv Medical Society, 
and also the American Medical Asso¬ 
ciation. 


DA\TD BELL, an old and highly 
respected resident of Wheeling, is a 
memlier of the firm of Joseph Bell & 
Company, which deals in stoves. This 
is one of the reliable old business houses 
of the city, and has an established trade. 
Mr. Bell was born in Wheeling, Vir¬ 
ginia, now West Virginia, March 31, 
1818, and is a son of Thomas Bell. 

I'homas Bell was born in England 
and came to the United States when a 
young man. He was a seaman for 
many years, and after locating at 
W'hceling at an early day was engaged 
in lK)at building until his death, in 
1833. He married, in England, Miss 


M. Godfrey, a native of that country, 
and they had two sons,—Joseph, a 
prominent business man, of Wheeling; 
and David. 

David Bell had limited educational 
advantages, having attended school 
only up to his 12th year. He worked 
for Mr. Sweeney in the g^ass manufac¬ 
turing business for a period of 20 years, 
and in 1862 enlisted in the nth Reg., 
West Virginia Vol. Inf., of which he 
was a commissioned officer. He saw 
hard service throughout the war, and 
established a good record as a soldier. 
After the close of the war, he returned 
to Wheeling, and under the firm name 
of Joseph Bell & Company engaged in 
the stove business, which he has con¬ 
tinued up to the present time. He is 
possessed of unusual business ability, 
and the same sagacity and keenness 
characierize his transactions, as in his 
younger days. He is well known to 
the residents of Wheeling, and enjoys 
the universal good-will of his fellow 
men. He is one of the oldest native 
torn inhabitants of Ohio County. 

In 1844, ^I^*- Bell was joined in 
wedlock with Mary Mosslander, who 
was born in Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
v'ania, in 1821, and is now living. They 
reared four children, as follows: Jo¬ 
seph G.; Mary M.; Susan W.; and 
George T. Politically, Mr. Bell is a 
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stanch supporter of the Republican par- 
tv. He is a member of the Franklin 
Lodge, No. 3, I. O. O. F., and is the 
oldest member of that order in West 
Virginia, having been an Odd Fellow 
for more than 63 years. 



J. L. STUMP. M. D. 

J. L. STUMP, M. D.—Charles¬ 
ton, West Virginia, is notable in many 
directions and one of these is that it 
is the home of a numl^er of medical 
practitioners of skill and experience. 
A prominent physician and surgeon of 
that city is Dr. J. L. Stump, a native 
of the State, born at Steer Creek, Gil¬ 
mer County, May 19, 1852. He is a 
son of Rev. John and Mahala (Huff¬ 
man ) Stump. 


The Stump family is of German 
origin. Dr. Stump's great-grand-fa¬ 
ther, Michael Stump, came to America 
and took part in the Revolutionary 
War, after its close settling in Gilmer 
County, Virginia, about 1799. Mich¬ 
ael Stump and his father—the great- 
great-grandfather of our subject, were 
with Washington on the memorable 
occasion of the crossing of the Dela¬ 
ware when the Hessian troops were 
surprised and captured and indications 
are that both were trusted and loyal 
soldiers. Records show that Michael 
Stump’s son Michael—our subject’s 
grandfather,—was a guest of General 
Washington, at Mount Vernon, in 
1798 and took part in a fox hunt there. 
The elder Michael Stump entered thou¬ 
sands of acres of land in \"irginia. 
Both he and his son Michael were sur¬ 
veyors and many of the old surveys 
made by them can be found among the 
records of that time. Michael Stump 
was accompanied across the mountains 
from the East to what is now W'est 
Virginia by two brothers,—George 
who settled in Marshall County, \"ir- 
ginia, now West Virginia, and John, 
who settled in Kentucky. The grand¬ 
mother of Dr. Stump was a meml)er 
of the old German Busch familv and 
she became the mother of these chil¬ 
dren: George W., Jacob, Absalom, Eli, 
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Henry, John, Martin, Alfred, Elliot, 
Archibald, Cynthia, Simon, Matilda 
and Margaret. The family all belonged 
to the Baptist Church. The grand¬ 
mother died at the age of 43 years and 
the grandfather married a second time. 
His death took place in 1884, at the 
age of 96 years. 

Rev. John Stump, father of Dr. 
Stump, was l^orn in Gilmer County, 
\"irginia, now West Virginia. Al¬ 
though a man of meager book educa¬ 
tion, he became a power in the Baptist 
Church and through natural ability and 
extensive reading rose to a position as 
one of the mose intellectual men of his 
locality. Early in life he turned his at¬ 
tention to theology and as he was a 
gifted orator he was called upon dur¬ 
ing a long life to fill many of the lead¬ 
ing pulpits in the Baptist Church. I'or 
a long period he taught private schools 
and after the adoption of the public 
school system taught one term, but the 
greater part of his life was devoted to 
his ministerial and pastoral duties. 
His last days were spent in Kanawha 
County as pastor of the Virginia 

Avenue Baptist Church of West 
Charleston. His death took place in 

1898, when he was 20 days over his 
75th year. His wife, Mahala Huflf- 
man, the mother of Dr. Stump, was 


born in Barbour County, Virginia, 
now West Virginia, and died in 1889, 
aged 69 years. His second wife, Mrs. 
Hawthorne, died in 1901. His chil¬ 
dren were all the fruits of the first 
marriage, as follows: Albert H.; Su¬ 
sanna, deceased, who was the wife of 
E. J. James; M. J.; Mandeville B., a 
Baptist minister of Xormantown, Gil¬ 
mer County, West Virginia; Dr. J. L., 
of this sketch; Florinda W., wife of 
Rev. William Burns; Anna H., wife 
of Dr. W. W^ Chenewith; Dr. L. J. 
of Pocahontas, Virginia; and Belinda 
R. (Fetty). 

Dr. J. L. Stump was primarily edu¬ 
cated in schools over which his father 
had charge up to 1867. He attended 
the public schools of the newly adopted 
system during the winters of 1868 and 
1869. He then engaged in teaching 
but in 1873 entered into a mercantile 
business, which he conducted until 
1880. He began the study of medicine 
in 1876 under Drs. W. P. Ewing and 
Comstock, of Charleston, W^est Vir¬ 
ginia, and in 1878 and 1879 he attend¬ 
ed lectures at the Virginia Medical Col¬ 
lege. He engaged in practice after this 
course of lectures and in 1887 returned 
to the same institution, at Richmond, 
Virginia, and there his degree of M. 
D. was conferred upon him in 1888. 






500 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


Dr. Stump then settled at Charleston 
where he has ever since been success¬ 
fully practicing medicine and surgery 
and also building up a reputation 
as a public spirited and progressive 
•citizen. 

Although Dr. Stump takes only a 
good citizen’s interest in politics, he 
was elected mayor of Elk City, when 
that part of Charleston was under its 
own charter and municipal govern¬ 
ment. His support is given the Repub¬ 
lican party. Under President Harri¬ 
son, he was appointed a member of the 
board of Cnited States pension exam¬ 
iners. and at present is the very efficient 
member of the City Council from the 
Sixth W'ard. He has long been prom¬ 
inent in Masonry and belongs to Ka¬ 
nawha Lodge, No. 20, A. F. & A. M.; 
Tyrean Chapter, No. 13, R. A. M.; 
Kanawha Commandery, No. 4, K. T.; 
and Beni-Kedem Temple, A. A. O. N. 
M. S.,—all of Charleston. He l)elongs 
also to Glen Elk Lodge, No. 95 » I- O. 
O. F. 

In 1875 Dr. Stump was united in 
marriage with Margaret E. Copen- 
haver. who is a daughter of J. T. 
Copenhaver, of Kanawha County. 
'Two children were torn to Dr. and 
ATrs. Stump, namely: Charles W., an 
atlorney-at-law, of Charleston, West 
A irginia; and Erra D. 



WILLIAM HOLMES YEAKLEY. 


WILLIAM HOLMES YEAK- 

LE\, M. D.. a prominent medical 
practitioner of Tucker County, W'est 
Virginia, who has been a resident of 
Davis since 1902, was torn May 14. 
1874, in Frederick County, A^'irginia, 
and is a son of Martin F. and Martha 
A. (Hodgson) Yeakley, both of whom 
were also natives of Frederick County. 

Martin F. Yeakley is a prosperous 
farmer living near Winchester, \"ir- 
ginia. He is 69 years of age and is a 
survivor of the Civil War, in which he 
served in the 27th Regiment, Virginia 
Cavalry, from 1862 until the close of 
hostilities,—during seven months of 
this period he was confined as a prisoner 
of war. In jx^litics he is a Democrat. 
Mrs. Yeakley was torn 62 years ago 
in the vicinity of her present home. 
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Both she and husband are members of 
the Lutheran Church. They reared a 
family of three children, viz.: Will¬ 
iam Holmes, our subject; George F., 
a farmer; and Catherine E. 

Dr. Yeakley was educated in the 
common schools of Frederick County 
and the Winchester High School, from 
which he graduated in 1889. From 
1891 to 1893 he was a student at 
the Shenandoah Valley Academy, and 
then took a course at the Lebanon 
(Ohio) Normal School, during 1894- 
95-96. Dr. Y^eakley had thus a very 
solid education as a foundation for his 
medical training which he obtained at 
the University College of [Medicine at 
Richmond, \'irginia, which he entered 
in the fall of 1896, and from which he 
graduated in May, 1899, in medicine 
and surgery. Dr. Yeakley began the 
practice of his profession at Gaines- 
boro, Frederick County, but a short 
time later, in July, 1899, was honored 
with an appointment as assistant phy¬ 
sician at the Western State Hospital 
for the Insane, at Staunton, Virginia, 
and remained there until June i, 1902, 
when he resigned his position to locate 
at Davis, West Virginia, where he has 
l)een very successful in his practice. In 
the meantime he was elected by the 
board of directors of the University 
College of Medicine as assistant in¬ 


Sor 


structor in anatomy, but declined the* 
honor in order to continue his work in 
the hospital. 

Dr. Yeakley is an enterprising, edu¬ 
cated and wide-awake physician and' 
keeps fully abreast of the times in his 
profession. He is a valued member of 
the Virginia State and the Augusta 
County (Virginia) medical societies, 
and is surgeon for the West Virginia 
Pulp & Paper Company. 



THOMAS M. HOOD. A. M.. M. D. 


THOMAS :M. hood, A. M., M. 

D., one of the leading physicians and 
surgeons of Clarksburg, Harrison 
County, West \’!rginia, comes of old 
and honorable ancestry. Dr. Hood 
was born April 20, 1853, in Monon¬ 
galia County, Virginia, now West Vir-^ 
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ginia, and is a son of John S. and Maria 
M. (Smyth) Hood, the former of 
whom was born in Carmichaels, Greene 
County, Pennsylvania. Mrs. Hood, 
our subject’s mother, still resides in 
the old home in Monongalia County, 
at the age of 77 years. She was born 
and was reared in what is now the State 
of West Virginia, and was a daughter 
of Hvnson Smvth, who was a native of 
Delaware, and of English descent. He 
came to \ irginia about 100 years ago 
and died at the age of 87 years. His 
wife, Catherine (Bowlby) Smyth, was 
a direct descendant of the Carhart fani- 
ilv, one of the oldest in New York. 

The father of Dr, Hood came to 
Virginia, now West Virginia, when a 
small boy. He was a grandson of 
Archie Hood, who emigrated from 
Scotland to Pennsylvania, accompanied 
by two sisters. Archie Hood married 
and settled in Western Pennsylvania 
and there his son John, the grandfa¬ 
ther of Dr. H(X)d, was l)orn. J. S. 
HcmhI followed agricultural pursuits 
all his life, and died in June, 1901, at 
the age of 80 years. 

Dr. Hood attended the country 
sch(H)ls during his boyhood and then 
entered W'est \"irginia University, 
where he graduated in 1877, the 
degree of A. B., three years afterward 
receiving the degree of A. M. He en¬ 


tered Jefferson Medical College at 
Philadelphia and graduated there with 
his degree of M. D. in 1880. For the 
succeeding seven years he engaged in 
a general medical practice. In 1887, 
after taking a special course in the 
Polyclinic Hospital, New York, he was 
elected assistant physician of the W’est 
Virginia Hospital for the Insane at 
Weston, West Virginia, where he re¬ 
mained until his resignation of the 
lx)sition in 1895. The same year, after 
taking a special course in the Post- 
Graduate Hospital, New York, he 
opened an office in Weston for general 
practice. In 1897, he removed to 
Clarksburg, Harrison County, where 
he now enjoys a lucrative practice. Al¬ 
ways abreast in his profession, this last 
year he has taken a post-graduate 
course at the Eye and Ear Infirmary, 
New York. 

Dr. Hood is a physician of high 
standing in his profession. He is 
president of the Harrison County Med¬ 
ical Society, and he is a member of 
the West Virginia State Medical So¬ 
ciety, and of the American Medical As¬ 
sociation, and occasionally contributes 
to medical literature. 

In 1882 he married Dora Foreman 
of Harrison County, West Virginia, 
the only daughter of Edgar and Mary 
(Fleming) Foreman, the former of 
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wlioni is deceased. The latter, who re¬ 
sides at Shinnston, Harrison County, 
is a daughter of Solomon Fleming, a 
member of one of the old and prom¬ 
inent families of the State. Dr. and 
Mrs. H(x^d have had four children: 
Mary M.. who died at the age of ii 
months; Edgar F.; Robert C.; and 
Agnes F. Dr. Hood is fraternally con¬ 
nected with the I. O. O. F. He is an 
upright and reliable man and has met 
with deserved success in business and 
professional life. 



JAMES B. MENAGER. 

JAMES B. MENAGER, a prom¬ 
inent attorney-at-law, a leading mem¬ 
ber of the bar of West Virginia and a 
representative citizen of Charleston, 


West Virginia, was born in Mason 
County, Virginia, now W'est Virginia, 
October 23, 1850, and is a son of Louis 
B. and Cornelia (Steenbergen) Men- 
gaer. 

Louis B. Menager was of French 
parentage. His father, Claudius R. 
Menager, was one of the first settlers 
of Gnllipolis, Ohio, coming to America 
and landing at Gallipolis on Sunday, 
October 17, 1790. He left France dur¬ 
ing the stormy and bloody period 
kno\Mi as the French Revolution, de¬ 
parting from Paris shortly after the 
storming of the Bastile, which historical 
ex ent Mary Bobin, who afterwards be¬ 
came his wife, witnessed, for she was 
then a resident of the French capital. 
The maternal grandfather of our sub¬ 
jest, Gen. Peter H. Steenbergen, was 
of Holland-Dutch ancestry and was an 
earlv settler in the Ohio Valiev on the 
Virginia side, his paternal ancestor 
leaving a high official position in Hol¬ 
land to make a new home in America. 

Although Grandfather Menager 
was a refugee and belonged to the 
French nobility, he became an industri¬ 
ous American citizen. He is thus 
spoken of by William G. Sibley, the 
author of the history of the five hun¬ 
dred French people, who composed 
this Gallipolis colony: ‘‘A high 

minded and honorable man was Claudi- 
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us R. Menager, merchant, baker, and 
entertainer of travelers, whose indus¬ 
try coupled with that of his wife, 
whose name was Mary Bobin, to 
whom he was married a month after 
the colony arrived, made him the rich¬ 
est man in the town and one of the 
most respected. The tenor of his life 
was even.” His children were: Peter, 
Edward, Roman, Louis B. and a 
daughter, Mary Gabriella, who became 
the wife of Gen. Louis Newsom. In 
religious belief they were Roman Cath¬ 
olics, but all of their descendants are 
of the Protestant faith, mostly Pres¬ 
byterians. 

Louis B. Menager, father of our 
subject, was educated at Athens 
(Ohio) L'niversity and was engaged 
in commercial and agricultural pur¬ 
suits through life. He took a prom¬ 
inent part in political movements and 
was identiried with the Whig party, 
lending his voice and influence in sup¬ 
port of its doctrines. He was firm in 
his denunciation of secession. Though 
not a lawyer, Louis B. Menager was an 
ehxiuent speaker and a great debater. 
His speech against the Virginia Ordin¬ 
ance of Secession made at the Court 
House at Point Pleasant, Mason 
County, in opjwsition to such distin- 
guislied lawyers as Henry I. Fisher 
and others is still remembered and car¬ 


ried the people of that county with 
him. Mr. Menager died in June, 1870, 
leaving three children as the fruits of 
his union with Cornelia Steenbergen, 
namely: Ida, wife of Dr. L. F. Camp¬ 
bell; James B. and Julius L. He also 
left a daughter by a former marriage, 
—Maria M., who is the wife of Rev. 
George T. Lyle, a Presbyterian divine. 

James B. Menager was educated in 
private schools and at Bethany College, 
and also attended Washington and Lee 
University during the last year that 
Gen. Robert E. Lee was its president. 
Following this, he taught school one 
year and then began the reading of the 
law with Hon. C. P. T. Moore, who 
was judge of the Supreme Court of 
Appeals, and on the 25th day of Fel>- 
ruarv, 1872, he was admitted to the 
l)ar in West Virginia. Until March, 
1903, he practiced his profession at 
Point Pleasant, Mason County, and 
then removed to Charleston where he 
has many legal friends and interests, 
being attracted to the Capitol City by 
its growing prosperity and prospects 
for future greatness. 

Mr. Menager has been a general 
practitioner of the law and is re¬ 
garded as a most able practitioner, 
as well as a clear, forcible and 
elcxpient si)eaker. In 1880 he was 
elected prosecuting attorney of his na- 
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live county and served for four years 
distinction to himself and honor 
to his county. He was a presidential 
elector on the Republican ticket of 
West Virginia in 1880, receiving the 
largest vote cast for the electors on 
the Garfield and Arthur ticket in West 
Virginia that year. Since the admin¬ 
istration of the late President Harri¬ 
son, Mr. ^lenager has been active in 
the Democratic party. His change of 
political association was not so much 
a change of political belief as merely 
one of association. Mr. Menager, who 
was a hrm believer in the ‘‘quantita¬ 
tive theory of money’' and with others 
sought to accomplish that end by the 
free coinage of silver, recognizes now, 
however, that practically the same re¬ 
sults have been reached by the pres¬ 
ent method of enlarging the volume of 
our currencv. 

On June 14, 1886, Mr. Menager 
married Fannie Sehon Pomeroy, who 
was born at Pomeroy, Ohio, a village 
founded by and named after her pa¬ 
ternal grandfather. Mrs. Menager 
died on Tuesday, September 30, 1902; 
her death occurred so close to the hour 
of midnight that there was a conflict of 
opinions as to whether she died Septem¬ 
ber 30th or October ist. She left four 
children, Charles L., Sibyl C., Frances 
P. and Louis B. His wife was a lineal 


descendant, through her maternal an¬ 
cestors, of Col. Charles Lewis, who 
was killed in the battle of Point Pleas¬ 
ant, Virginia, October 10, 1774. 

In fraternal life, Mr. Menager is 
prominent as a member of the Masons, 
Knights of Pythias, Odd Fellows and 
Elks. 



HON. SAMUEL GEORGE. 

HON. SAMUEL GEORGE, 

member of the State Senate from the 
First Senatorial District, one of the 
prominent political leaders in West 
Virginia and president of the Wells- 
burg Banking & Trust Company, was 
born in Washington County, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, May 23, 1827, and is a son of 
Thomas and Sarah (McCammon) 
George, both of whom were natives of 
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Washington County, Pennsylvania. 
The George family were early settlers 
of Western Pennsylvania. In 1832 
our subject’s parents removed to 
Brooke County, V^irginia, now West 
\Mrginia, where Thomas George en¬ 
gaged successfully in farming and be¬ 
came one of the substantial citizens. 
He removed to Illinois in i860 and 
died there at the age of 86 years. For 
some time he lived six miles from 
Bethany, the home of Alexander 
Campbell, founder of the Campbellite 
Church. His wife died at Canton, 
Fulton County, Illinois, at the age of 
62. Samuel George was one of a fam¬ 
ily of nine children born to our sub¬ 
ject's parents; but two are now living: 
Samuel; and James, who resides in 
Canton, Fulton County, Illinois. 

Samuel George enjoyed but limited 
educational advantages in youth, but 
the school of experience has since 
taught him much, while his long life 
of activity has brought him into con¬ 
tact with men and made him acquainted 
with affairs, thus developing and ripen¬ 
ing natural mental faculties. He was 
reared on his father s farm and his 
early outlook was the plodding life of 
a country agriculturist, far removed 
from industrial and political activities 
which have so closely environed him 
for many years. Ilis father lieing not 


very well-to-do, our subject when 17 
years old left the farm and worked as a 
farm laborer for seven years. In the 
place of the youth who spent seven 
precious years of his young manhood 
working on a farm for $2.50 a week, 
we find the president of one of the larg¬ 
est manufacturing concerns of W'est 
V irginia, which employs hundreds of 
skilled workmen, a capitalist in many 
lines of indu.strial activity, the president 
or a strong banking institution, and 
also the chosen representative of his 
party in one of the highest official posi¬ 
tions in the party’s gift. Upon his re¬ 
moval from Illinois to Wellsburg, 
Virginia, now West Virginia, he se¬ 
cured a situation as clerk in the 
grocery of Irwin & Gist. He re¬ 
mained in that connection two years, 
and then, binding himself with James 
Applegate, he purchased the store of 
his late employers, the new firm being 
known as Applegate & George. After 
seven prosperous years as a member of 
this firm, the partnership was dissolve<l 
and Mr. George engaged in a wool 
business alone for 20 years. Having 
acquired large means, he then entered 
into the banking business as proprietor 
of the Bank of Wellsburg, which busi¬ 
ness was conducted verj' successfully 
until a recent date when he organizes! 
the Banking & Trust Company of 
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Wellsburg, which succeeded to his 
banking business. This bank has a 
capital stock of $100,000 and stands 
ver>’^ high in the business world. 

In 1878 Mr. George engaged in the 
manufacture of paper, this venture fol¬ 
lowing the disposal of his interests in 
the grocery business. Later, Mr. 
George purchased his partner’s inter¬ 
ests, and in 1892 the S. George Com¬ 
pany was organized and incorporated 
with Mr. George as president. The 
immense plant is located near the Ohio 
River, at Wellsburg, and is devoted to 
the manufacture of paper sacks of all 
kinds, being one of the extensive manu¬ 
facturing institutions of the city. In 
1882 he engaged in the glass business, 
which is also an incorporated concern, 
in which he is the controlling factor. 

Mr. George has been for many 
years interested in politics, and as early 
as 1862 he w-as elected sheriff of 
Brooke County, a position he ably filled 
for four years. In 1900, he was elected 
by the vote of the Republican party of 
the First Senatorial District as a mem- 
l»er of the State Senate, to represent the 
counties of Hancock, Brooke and Ohio. 
His services in this connection were 
deemed so valuable that he was elected 
for a second term in IQ02. 

In 1857, Mr. George married 
Eleanor Miller, a native of Wellsburg, 


who died two and one-half years later. 
The two children of this union died in 
infancy. His second marriage was to 
Eliza Kimberland, of Wellsburg, and 
to this union wxre born nine children, 
of wliom eight still survive. The rec¬ 
ord is as follows: Ella, who lives at 
home; Nira, who married M. L. Wells, 
of Wellsburg, and has three children; 
Bessie, who married J. F. Cree, an at¬ 
torney of W'^ellsburg; Mary, who is the 
widow of William Both well and re¬ 
sides in Wellsburg: Stella, w^ho mar¬ 
ried Lewis Zimmerman, of Steuben¬ 
ville, Ohio; Mattie, >vho lives at home; 
Sarah, who also lives at home; Samuel, 
Jr., who is in the paper mill; and 
1 ‘homas, who is in the bank. Mrs. 
George died in 1894. Mr. George 
was married a third time, in 1895, 
to Mrs. Lucy F. Mendel (Weil) 
Jacobs. Mr. and Mrs. George are 
members of the Presbyterian Church. 

Senator George has associated w ith 
him in his business enterprises some of 
the leading capitalists and prominent 
citizens of his section of the State. His 
personality is strong and his influence is 
felt as the guiding spirit in the large 
undertakings founded by him. At the 
same time, he is a man of sincerity, 
simple manners and pleasing personal¬ 
ity, one w'hose word is a guaranty of 
good faith. 
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JOHN C. HOFFMANN. SR. 

JOHN G. IIOFFMAXX, Sr., 

founder of the establishment and presi¬ 
dent of the J. G. Hoffmann & Sons 
Company, which conducts the only tan¬ 
ning establishment in Wheeling, Ohio 
County, West Virginia, is the founder 
of the concern. He came from Baden, 
Germany, in 1844, having learned the 
trade of a tanner in that country. He 
landed at Philadelphia, where he re¬ 
mained until 1847, l^hen entered 
business at Wheeling, as a member of 
the firm of Berger & Hoffmann. He 
also had one brother, Frank H., de¬ 
ceased, who located at Wheeling, and 
was foreman in the business for a time. 
The firm of Berger & Hoffmann con¬ 
tinued until 1876, the year which 


marked the inception of the firm of J. 
G. Hoffmann & Sons. The latter ex¬ 
isted until 1890, and was then incor¬ 
porated as J. G. Hoffmann & Sons 
Company, with the same officers as at 
the present time, namely: John G. Hoff¬ 
mann, Sr., president; John G. Hoff¬ 
mann, Jr., vice-president; and F. C. 
Hoffmann, secretary and treasurer. The 
Gormania tannery of Gormania, West 
Virginia, which is under the control of 
this company, is under the direct man¬ 
agement of John G. Hoffmann. Jr. 
The old building at Wheeling, which is 
now being replaced by a new one, was 
built in 1856, and was partly three stor¬ 
ies and partly two stories high. The 
new building which will face on Water 
street, will be of three stories, will have 
double the capacity of the old one, and 
will cover one block. Under capable 
management, the business of the firm 
has shown a phenomenal increase, and 
ranks well up with the best tanneries of 
the country. It is devoted mainly to 
the preparation of harness and sole 
leather, the raw material being secured 
through the packing establishments of 
Chicago. The particular brand pro¬ 
duced is the well known ‘‘Star’* oak 
harness leather. Wheeling with its 
great railroad facilities is a suitable lo¬ 
cation for this great industry'. Two 
traveling representatives are employed 
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who cover the territory between Cali¬ 
fornia and Maine. About 300 men are 
employed. 

In 1864 John G. Hoffmann, Sr., 
was a member of a company which 
purchased the Ben wood Mill, then 
owned by Kelley & Brothers, which 
company continued until the consolida¬ 
tion ot the Benwood, Belmont and Top 
mills. He was a director in the con¬ 
solidated company for 28 years, and 
then resigned. He has also been inter¬ 
ested in the .^Itna-Standard Mill Com¬ 
pany, of which he was one of the pro¬ 
moters. He was also one of the pro¬ 
moters of the Spears Axle Company, 
organized July 10, 1888, and is now 
serving as its president. This plant, 
in which his son, John G., Jr., is also 
interested, is located near the tannery 
and employs a large force of men. Mr. 
Hoffmann is also identified with several 
other lines of business. He has been 
connected with the National Exchange 
Bank of Wheeling about 49 years, and 
has been one of its directors for ii 
years. His first location at Wheeling 
was on W'heeling Island, and there he 
conducted his tannery and resided un¬ 
til i860, when he built his present resi¬ 
dence at No. 2221 Chapline street. The 
firm of Berger & Hoffmann, which ex¬ 
isted until 1876, had a leather store 
where Stone & Thomas’ large depart¬ 


ment store now stands, and also owned 
two other stores adjacent. Mr. Hoff¬ 
mann built one of the first houses erect¬ 
ed on the Island, after it had been laid 
out in lots by Colonel Zane. The great 
flood of 1852 caused much loss of prop¬ 
erty on the Island. J. G. Hoffmann, 
Sr., is now past the age of 78 years, is 
hale and hearty, and possessed of the 
same shrewdness and general business 
ability which characterized his younger 
days. He has served very acceptably 
as a member of the City Council and 
Water Board of Wheeling, and has 
been identified with many other pro¬ 
jects of vital interest to the city. He is 
also possessed of heavy banking and 
iron interests, and is in very comfort¬ 
able circumstances in a financial way. 

Mr. Hoffmann was united in mar¬ 
riage with Catherine Schlalein, who is 
living at the age of 73 years, and they 
became parents of five sons and three 
daughters, as follows: John G., Jr., 
who has also served in the City Coun¬ 
cil of Wheeling; Matilda (Zoeckler), 
of Deadwood, Dakota; Ella (Mabis), 
whose husband is manager of the Des 
Moines Saddlery & Hardware Com¬ 
pany, of Des Moines, Iowa, a branch 
of the J. G. Hoffmann & Sons Com¬ 
pany, which employs 175 hands; Frank 
C., secretary and treasurer of J. G. 
Hoffmann & Sons Company, who mar- 
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riecl Miss Stamm, a daughter of Henry 
Stamm, of the Stamm Hotel, of Wheel¬ 
ing, has two (laughters, Virginia E. 
and an infant, and resides in the Third 
Ward; William K., deceased, who was 
formerly connected with the branch 
house at Des Moines, and whose widow 
and son reside at Chicago; Peter G., 
who is with the branch h(xise at Des 
^ioines; Joseph R., who is with the 
company at Wheeling; and Mrs. Rosa 
Truschel, whose husband is in the 
wholesale paper business at Wheeling. 
Mr. Hoffmann is a stanch adherent of 
the principles of the Republican party. 
He was formerly a menil^er of se- 
cret .societies, but has not l^een for the 
past 3c years. He is a member of the 
Catholic Church. 


C'APr. EDWARD MCHLE- 

M.\N, a prominent citizen and busi¬ 
ness man of W’heeling, Ohio County, 
was born in Monroe County, Ohio, 
April (k 1^44, and is a son of Fred¬ 
erick Muhleman. 

l-'rtderick Muhleman was born in 
Switzerland, and when he came to this 
country located in Monroe County, 
(.)hio, where he lived upon one farm 51 
years. He died in March, 1884, at the 
age of yj years. He was a pioneer 
flatboat man, gathering his crops in the 
fall and t1atl)oating them to New Or¬ 


leans. He succeeded fairly well, some 
trips being good ones, while others 
were losing ventures. He gave that 
line of business up in 1842. His wife 
died in February, 1898, at the age of 
77 years. She was a lifelong meml)er 
of the Methodi.st Episcopal Church, 
and a very devout woman. Her home 
was the transient (piarters for the 
Methodist circuit riders, and .she will 
long be remembered for her many 
motherly admonitions and acts of kind¬ 
ness. Though dead, her good example 
and devout Christian character are a 
legacy to those still on the stage of cac- 
tion. Eight children were l)orn to Mr 
and Mrs. Muhleman, as follows; Ed¬ 
ward; Robert a physician of Bell- 
aire, Ohio; Charles L., a physician of 
Parkersburg; Henry, auditor of Mon¬ 
roe County, Ohio, for many years, wh*) 
finally located at Bridgeport as a lKM)k- 
keeper in the glass works, and died 
there in 1897, at the age of 43 years; 
Mary, wife of W. B. O’Neill, of Mari¬ 
etta, Ohio; Caroline, wife of A. W. 
\’^oegtly, of Cias City, Indiana; Sarah, 
who was a teacher for some years, and 

«r 

who l)ccame the companion of her 
mother prior to the latter’s death, and 
now resides at Hannil)al, Ohio; and 
Emma, widow of Prof. C. F. Paulus, 
who was the leading professor in Bald¬ 
win University, having charge of the 
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German department and some branches 
in the English department,—Mrs. 
Pauliis now resides in Chicago, Illi¬ 
nois. 

Edward Muhleman attended Bald¬ 
win University from 1859 to 1862, and 
on July 26th of the latter year enlisted 
in Company E. ii6th Reg., Ohio Vol. 
Inf., as a private, and served in the 
Shenandoah Valiev, under Generals 
Milroy, Schenck. Sigel. Hunter and 
Sheridan. He was made ist sergeant, 
then 2(1 lieutenant, and at the same time 
was acting adjutant. From 1864 until 
the close of the war he was detailed as 
an acting signal officer in the signal 
service. He participated in the prin¬ 
cipal battles in the Shenandoah Valley, 
and was never wounded or taken pris¬ 
oner. After the war he engaged in 
steamboating on the Ohio, between 
Wheeling, Cincinnati, St. Louis and 
New Orelans, and followed that from 
1870 to 1881. He was clerk on the 
steamers “Major Anderson” and the 
‘"Andes,” also the “New Andes.” 
From 1881 to 1883 he managed the 
McLure House, and from the latter 
date until 1888 managed the Elson 
Glass W'orks at Martin's Ferry. Vvom 
i88f) to 1901 he managed the Crystal 
Glass Works at Bridgeport, Ohio, and 
at the present time is organizing a new 
company to build and operate, at Bel- 


laire, the largest glass works in this 
section. He has a thorough under¬ 
standing of the business, and his suc¬ 
cess in the new venture is assured. 

In 1886 Mr. Muhleman was united 
in marriage with Juliet McLure, a 
daughter of the late Captain John and 
Elizabeth McLure. They have one 
daughter, Helen. Mr. ^Muhleman takes 
much interest in politics, and generally 
votes the Republican ticket. He is one 
of the prominent business men of 
Wheeling, and a most worthy citizen. 



RICHARD H. CRAMER. M. D. 

RICHARD H. CRAMER, M. D., 

a physician and surgeon of New Cum¬ 
berland, Hancock County. \\ est Vir¬ 
ginia, was lK)rn in Williamsburg. Blair 
County, Pennsylvania, September 28, 
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1868, and is a son of Eli V. and Mary 
(Stansbury) Cramer and a grandson 
of Isaac and Mary (Hopkins) Cramer. 

Dr. Cramer’s ancestry has been dis¬ 
tinguished for patriotic services in the 
different wars of this country. His 
great-grandfather, Isaiah Cramer, 
fought under Washington with the 
American forces during the Revolu¬ 
tionary war and his grandfather, Isaac 
Cramer, served in the War of 1812. 
His father, Eli V. Cramer, served in 
the Mexican War, as a member of 
Company H, 7th Pennsylvania In¬ 
fantry, taking part under General 
Scott in the successful siege and cap¬ 
ture of the city of Mexico. In the 
Civil W’ar Eli V. Cramer was a mem¬ 
ber of Company C, 148th Reg., Penn¬ 
sylvania \"ol. Inf. 

Our subject’s parents were born, 
reared and married in Lancaster Coun¬ 
tv, Pennsylvania. They removed to 
Blair County in 1864, where Mr. Cra¬ 
mer owned and operated the Elizabeth 
Furnace. He died at Cherry Tree, 
Pennsylvania, January 30, 1899, aged 
78 years. His widow still survives, 
aged 39 years. 

Dr. Cramer is one of a family of 
11 children born to his parents, the sec¬ 
ond in order of birth, the others being: 
Harry O., of Irvona, Pennsylvania; 
Jesse, of Crafton, Pennsylvania; Will¬ 


iam and Victor, of Cherry Tree, Penn¬ 
sylvania; Blanche, wife of Andrew 
Jackson, of Marionville, Pennsylvania; 
Walter, of Burgettstown, Pennsyl¬ 
vania ; Annie, who is living at home at 
Cherry Tree, Pennsylvania; Zoe, of 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; and Edwin 
and Leila, of Cherry Tree, Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

Dr. Cramer’s parents located at 
Cherry I'ree when he was a lad and in 
that vicinity he had his first schooling. 
His brother was the editor of the Bur- 
gcttstown Enterprise and the youth 
secured employment on that paper and 
learned the business. He then began 
the .study of medicine, and in 1892 en¬ 
tered the Lniversity of Pennsylvania 
where he was graduated in 1895, with 
the degree of ]M. D. In May of the 
same year he located at New Cuml^er- 
land and has since been engaged in 
practice in that vicinity, each year hav¬ 
ing a wider and more lucrative field. 

On June 2, 1896, Dr. Cramer was 
married to Ellen McCabe, of Burgetts¬ 
town, Pennsylvania, who is a daugh¬ 
ter of John and Charlotte (Porter) 
McCabe, the former of whom is en¬ 
gaged in the grocery business. Dr. 
Cramer is an elder in the Presbyterian 
Church and both he and his wife are 
active members. He is president of 
the Board of Education of New Cum- 
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berland, is a member of the West Vir- 
ginia State Medical Society, the Miss¬ 
issippi Valley Medical Society and the 
American Medical Association, and of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fel¬ 
lows, Stella Lodge, No. 47. In poli¬ 
tics he is a Republican. 



WILLIAM BURDETTE MATHEWS. 

WILLIAM BURDETTE 
MATHEWS, clerk of the Su¬ 
preme Court of Appeals of West Vir¬ 
ginia, a leading member of the bar, 
and a prominent citizen of Charleston, 
Kanawha County, was born in Mar¬ 
shall County, West Virginia, August 
27, 1866, and is a son of C. C. and 
Esther J. (Scott) Mathews. 

W. B. Mathews received his edu¬ 


cation in the public schools of West 
Virginia, and at Waynesburg (Penn¬ 
sylvania) College, from which he 
graduated in 1886. He then taughl 
for several terms, and in 1890 entered 
the law department of the Columbian 
University, at Washington, D. C., tak¬ 
ing Ix>th the bachelor's and master's 
degree in law, and two years later, in 
1892, was admitted to the bar. After 
four years of successful practice in 
Washington, D. C., he returned to his 
native county, and opened a law office 
at Moundsville, but in 1897 ^vas ap- 
poinied chief clerk in the State Audi¬ 
tor's office, under Auditor La Follette, 
and removed to Charleston, the capital 
of the State. Later he was re-ap¬ 
pointed by Auditor Arnold C. Scherr, 
resigning the position in order to ac¬ 
cept that of Assistant Attorney Gen¬ 
eral under Attorney General Freer. In 
1902, when the vacancy arose, by the 
resignation of Gen. J. A. Holley, clerk 
of the Supreme Court of Appeals of 
West Virginia, Mr. Mathews was con¬ 
sidered the best equipped man for this 
resf)onsible position and he was im¬ 
mediately appointed to fill the vacan¬ 
cy. In this position he is making a 
most creditable record. 

He has long been an active and 
zealous supporter of the principles of 
the Republican party, and at various 
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times has iDeen honored with offices of 
trust, in all of which he has displayed 
excellent judgment, and in none more 
so than as a member of the finance 
committee, while a councilman from 
the Fifth Ward, in the Common Coun¬ 
cil of the citv of Charleston. Mr. 
Mathews was president of the State 
League of Republican Clubs when it 
met at Parkersburg in 1900, and de¬ 
livered the opening address at that 
large and enthusia.stic meeting. 

On Oct()l)er 25, 1900, Mr. Mat¬ 
hews was united in marriage with 
Elizabeth Blimdon, of Charleston, 
W'est Virginia, and a daughter, Sarah 
Estlier, was lx)rn to this union, on De¬ 
cember 29, 1902. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
^tathews are prominent meml)ers of 
the Methodist E])iscopaI Church. He 
served as a lay delegate to the (leneral 
Conference of that church, held in 
May, 1900. at Chicago. Illinois, and 
was on the ])rogram of the Internation¬ 
al Kpworth League Convention held 
at San Francisco, California, in 1901. 
Mr. Mathews has been jirominent in 
Masonry, and is a member of La Fav- 
ette Lodge, Xo. 19, A. F". & A. M., of 
\\'ashingt(>n; of Tyrean Chapter, Xo. 
13. R. A. M., of Charleston, and is also 
past captain of Gen. B. F. Kelly Camp, 
Sons of \'eterans. of Moundsville, 
W’est \'irginia. 



CAPT. WILLIAM SMITH. 

CAPT. WILLIAM SMITH is 

probably the strongest character who.se 
memory has ever been impressed ujxm 
the citizens of Mercer County, W'est 
Virginia. Me was lx)rn in Rocking¬ 
ham County, Virginia, in 1774, and 
when a mere lad removed with his fa¬ 
ther, Isaac Smith, to what is now (iiles 
County, \drginia. He was descended 
from a hardy English stock, that had 
fought under Cromwell, and settled in 
V^irgiiiia siiortly after the accession of 
Charles 11 . 

C apt. William Smith, when young, 
bore a jiart, in the Kanawha Valley, in 
the Indian war then pending. When 
the county of (hies was fonned, in 
1806. he was ap])ointed one of its first 
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set of magistrates. For 13 years he 
served as a member of the Virginia 
General Assembly, representing Giles 
County. He was largely instrumental 
in forming the county of Mercer, in 
1837, and in 1838 he laid out, on lands 
belonging to him, the town of Prince¬ 
ton, the county seat of Mercer, donat- 
ing to the public the beautiful public 
square and town spring, still in use. 

From that time Captain Smith 
made the new town his home, and was 
a prominent and leading figure in the 
town's life: there was never a thought 
of disputing his decisions as a magis¬ 
trate. Some of his wise sayings may 
still be heard throughout the county, 
many of them 1)eing aphorisms full of 
wisdom. Wdien some of the (3lder res¬ 
idents remark that “the law is nothing 
but common sense," or “an ounce of 
fear is worth a pound of love, at any 
time,'" the stranger may feel sure he is 
li'^tening to one of the shrewd remarks 
of this venerated father of the town. 
After a long, happy and useful life of 
84 years, he passed away. In memory 
of his public services the County Court 
caused his portrait to be placed in the 
Court House, an honor never con¬ 
ferred on anv other citizen of the 
county. This portrait was unfortu¬ 
nately destroyed bv fire, when the town 
was burned in 1862, and we have been 
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necessitated to use an inferior one. Al¬ 
though the world is often forgetful of 
its heroes, the esteem and respectful re¬ 
membrance in which this old pioneer is 
still lield bv his fellow citizens does 
much to prove that sterling traits of 
character and true worth sometimes 
erect monuments more valuable than 
those made of granite and marble. 



COL. A S. HUTSON. 

COL. A. S. HCTSOX, Assistant 
Adjutant General of the State of W'est 
Virginia, and a ])o])ular and much es¬ 
teemed citizen of Charleston, Kanawha 
County, was born October 10, 1866, 
near Cumberland, Maryland, where his 
father is engaged in agricultural pur- 
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suits. He is a son of Henry and Fran¬ 
ces (Downey) Hutson, the former of 
whom was born in Maryland, and the 
latter in West Virginia. 

Colonel Hutson was primarily edu¬ 
cated in the local schools of his native 
State and received higher instruction 
in the Allegany Academy at Cumber¬ 
land, Mainland, spending some three 
years there in study. During the two 
years following he assisted in the op¬ 
eration of the family estate and then, 
in 1882, went to Piedmont, Mineral 
County. West Virginia, where he was 
employed with the Black, Sheridan & 
Wilson Coal Company. In 1898, he 
left there and was made captain of 
Company H, 2nd Regiment, West Vir¬ 
ginia Infantry, U. S. \^olunteers, for 
service in the Spanish-American War. 
His command was stationed at Green¬ 
ville, South Carolina, where it re¬ 
mained alx>ut one year. 

Upon his return to West Virgin¬ 
ia, Colonel Hutson located at Charles¬ 
ton, in April, 1899. In Deceml^er, 
1891, he enlisted as a private in the 
V est \’irginia National Guards and 
receiveci promotions until he had the 
rank of colonel, and was then ap¬ 
pointed Assistant Adjutant General of 
the State, a position he fills with credit. 

In 1891 Colonel Hutson was united 
an marriage with Elizabeth Walker, 


who is a native of Maryland; her 
mother is a lineal descendant of the 
historic Allen family of England. 



DAVID M. SHIRKEY. 


DA\’]D M. SHIRKEY, clerk of 
the Circuit Court of Kanawha Countv, 
W est V irginia, and a prominent citi¬ 
zen of Charleston, was born January 
14, i860, and is a son of John G. and 
Martiia (Matheney) Shirkey, both of 
whom are natives of Kanawha County. 
John G. Shirkey followed teaching 
practically all his life, and became a 
very well known and much valued edu¬ 
cator. His death occurred at Graham 
Mines, Septemlier 25, 1887. His 

widow still survives and is a resident 
of Charleston. 

David M. Shirkey was educated in 
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the Kanawha County select schools, 
and received many advantages on ac¬ 
count of having an educator for his 
father. While still in his minority, he 
began teaching also, and continued in 
the profession for a period of 19 years. 
In the meantime, like every intelligent 
and public spirited citizen, he became 
deeply interested in political questions. 
In the spring of 1894 he began the 
reading of the law, in the office of L. 
E. and H. C. McWhorter, but for the 
following two years he devoted only 
his summers to its study, teaching 
through the winter seasons. Later he 
spent two summers with Judge Hall 
and he was admitted to the bar and be¬ 
gan practicing in Charleston. In 1898 
he was appointed special deputy col¬ 
lector of the internal revenue, and later 
was elected to his present position of 
clerk of the Circuit Court, taking his 
seat January i, 1903. 

Mr. Shirkey belongs to the Inde¬ 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and 
takes an active interest in the workings 
of his lodge. 

CAPT. RAYXER BROOK¬ 
FIELD, a well known citizen of 
Smithfield, Wetzel County, West Vir¬ 
ginia, and a sur\'ivor of the Civil War, 
was born July 20, 1844, at Newbern, 
North Carolina, and is a son of Jolin 


A. and Jane (Butler) Brookfield, the 
former of whom was a native of New* 
Jersey and the latter of North Caro¬ 
lina. 

John A. Brookfield, the father of 
our subject, was the commander of a 
mercliant vessel engaged in a coastwise 
trade between New York and the West 
Indies. His life was one of adventure. 
He served in the War of 1812 on an 
American privateer and was captured 
by the British and confined on a prison 
ship until the close of hostilities. He is 
supposed to have been lost in the wreck 
of his vessel, the “Planet,^' off Cape 
Hatteras, at about the age of 62 years. 
His wife died in 1864, during an epi¬ 
demic of yellow fever, aged 60 years. 
The five children of the family were: 
Rachel, a resident of Newbern, North 
Carolina; Jacob, who was killed in 
1864, at the age of 26, at the battle of 
Spottsylvania Court House, being cap* 
tain of Company D, 5th North Caro¬ 
lina Regiment; Harriet, who married 
Capt. H. O. Brown, a civil engineer at 
Newbern, North Carolina; Rayner, of 
this sketch; and John, who resides in 
Texas. 

Captain Brookfield was reared in 
North Carolina and was educated in 
private schools and in Newbern Acad¬ 
emy. When the Civil War broke out, 
he was clerking in a local store. His 
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brother was made captain of the com¬ 
pany and our subject, then but i6 years 
of age, determined to enter it for army 
service, but he was not permitted to 
reg^ilarly enlist until March, 1862. He 
was made sergeant-major on the same 
day and in June of the same year was 
made 2nd lieutenant and a few months 
later was commissioned captain of 
Company C, 5th North Carolina Reg¬ 
iment. Although no doubt the young¬ 
est officer of that rank in the Confed¬ 
erate Army, his ability and gallantry 
made the “Boy Captain’' known 
through every regiment. He partici¬ 
pated in many of the fiercest battles of 
the war from Bull Run to Appomattox, 
and suffered severely. Until he was 
wounded first at Seven Pines, he served 
under General Johnston; afterwards he 
served under General Lee to the close 
of the war. At Cold Harbor he re¬ 
ceived a minie ball in the shoulder, 
which he carried seven years tefore the 
surgeons were able to extract it, but his 
most serious wound was on the terri¬ 
ble day at Spottsylvania, May 11, 1864, 
his brother Ijeing killed on the follow¬ 
ing day, when a minie ball so shat¬ 
tered his left knee that it was found 
necessary to amputate the leg the same 
day. He had l)een taken prisoner, was 
sent to W ashington and there it was 
found that the hasty field operation had 


to be gone over again, when three 
inches more were removed. The brave 
boy captain was then sent to a Philadel¬ 
phia hospital and later was confined 
for six months in the Seminary Hos¬ 
pital at Georgetown. 

At the close of the war, Captain 

Brookfield returned to North Carolina 

* 

and was appointed register of deeds of 
Craven County, and served in that ca¬ 
pacity until April, 1868. After a few 
months in W^ashington, D. C., en¬ 
gaged in a mercantile line, he went to 
Fauquier County, Virginia, and en¬ 
gaged in farming from 1870 to 1884, 
in the latter year moving to Salisbury, 
North Carolina, and in 1895 removing 
to Smithfield. He became bookkeei)er 
for Mr. Smith and had charge of the 
post office. In 1898 he became book¬ 
keeper in the Bank of Smithfield and 
has been engaged in this line ever since. 
Captain Brookfield has many friends 
and a host of old comrades who delight 
to tell of his youthful braver}\ 

W'hile in the hospital Captain 
Brookfield became acquainted with A. 
J. Smith, an officer of the Confederate 
Army, and accompanied the latter to 
his pleasant and hospitable home in 
I'auquier County, Virginia, meeting 
there the estimable sister of his host, 
Mary B. Smith, who, on April 20, 
1870, became his wife. The five chil- 
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dren born to Captain and Mrs. Brook¬ 
field are: Emma, the widow of Prof. 
John N. Carroll, of Caldwell, Texas; 
Mary Baker, at home; John William, 
a resident of Pine Grove, West Virgin¬ 
ia : Inez Parker, a teacher in the Smith- 
field schools; and Paul Virginia. In 
politics Captain Brookfield has always 
been identified with the Democratic 
party. The family belong to the Pres¬ 
byterian Church. 



R. A. HAYNES. M. O. 

R. A. HAYNES, M. D., vice presi¬ 
dent of the West Virginia Medical As¬ 
sociation and a prominent physician 
and surgeon of Clarksburg. Harrison 


County, West Virginia, was bom July 
22, 1867, in Greenbrier County, this 
State, and is a son of Rev. James and 
.Susan E. (Shanklin) Haynes. Dr. 
Haynes comes of pioneer stock on l>oth 
paternal and maternal sides. 

The Haynes family is of Germanic 
origin, although the original spelling 
of the family name was without the 
final “s.'' It is presumed that the fam¬ 
ily settled in the American colonies 
some years prior to the Revolutionary 
War. In that struggle for American 
independence, Isaac Hayne, the great- 
great-grandfather of our subject, was 
a soldier of the rank and file, as were 
also his seven sons. It is tradition in 
the family that Isaac Hayne distin¬ 
guished himself by some act of bravery 
during the Revolution and was re¬ 
warded with a commission, in which 
his name was written Haynes instead 
of Hayne. His family, since then, have 
always held to the name of Haynes. 
Not a great deal is known of his seven 
sons, except William, who was the 
next in direct line of descent to the sub¬ 
ject of this sketch. The facts in regard 
to Charles, Benjamin, Joseph and 
Moses Haynes, sons of Isaac Haynes, 
are quite meager. All that is known of 
Charles is that he was married Novem¬ 
ber 24, 1781, to Mary Dixon, of 
Greenbrier. Benjamin belonged to Gen- 



520 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


eral Morgan’s legion of riflemen, and 
is traditionally remembered as a rol¬ 
licking, hardy, stout young man. Aft¬ 
er the Revolution, he lived and died on 
Jackson River, about nine miles below 
Covington, Virginia. Joseph also lived 
and died on Jackson River. On April 
5, 1782, he was married to Barbara 
Riffe, of Greenbrier. The late Major 
Haynes vvlio lived near Oakland, in Al¬ 
leghany County, was a son, and Col. 
Charles Haynes of the “Stonewall 
Brigade,” who died some 20 or 25 
years ago, was a grandson. Moses 
settled in Tennessee at an early date, 
but no special knowledge of his branch 
of the family can be gleaned. 

W’illiam Haynes, the great-grand¬ 
father of our subject, was born De¬ 
cember 18, 1763, and settled in Mon¬ 
roe (then Greenbrier) County, on a 
farm between “Gap Mills” and the 
Sweet Springs. About the year 1795, 
Mr. Haynes removed to another farm 
(now Robert McNutt’s) at the foot of 
Little Mountain, near “Gap Mills.” 
At this point he farmed until his death, 
which occurred May i, 1819. Here, 
too, his wife, who was Catherine 
Shanklin, of Botetourt County, Vir¬ 
ginia, died in June, 1812. In early 
life, William Haynes was a merchant, 
but he soon gave up that occupation 
for farming. Dr. McElhenney says: 


“The first family I visited in the field 
of my mission (Greenbrier and Mon¬ 
roe) was that of William Haynes, in 
the ‘Gap,’ in ilonroe County, and in 
his house I delivered my first sermon 
on tlie west side of the Alleghany.” 
Four sons and one daughter made up 
William Haynes’ family, as follows: 
James Madison, bom February 17, 
1794; Agnes D., bom April 2, 1797; 
Andrew S., born May ii, 1799; Will¬ 
iam P., lx)m August 2, 1802; and 
Thomas N., born August 9, 1805. Ag¬ 
nes 1). Haynes was married in the 
winter of 1819 to Michael Erskine, of 
Monroe. Her husband, after many re¬ 
movals, settled in Guadalupe County, 
Texas, where she died, leaving five 
sons,—^John, Andrew, William, Mi¬ 
chael and Alexander,—and five daugh¬ 
ters,—Catherine, Margaret, Malinda, 
Ellen and Agnes. Andrew S. Haynes 
had only fairly commenced business at 
the old homestead (the McNutt farm) 
when he died, February 14, 1824. 
William P. Haynes, after leaving Lew- 
isburg Academy, where all the chil¬ 
dren of William Haynes were edu¬ 
cated, graduated in medicine in Phila¬ 
delphia and fixed upon Alabama as the 
field best suited to the practice of his 
profession; but death, in the month of 
Xoveml^er, 1825, nipped his promises 
of usefulness in the very flower of his 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


521 


youth. 1 ‘homas X. Haynes also grad¬ 
uated in medicine in Philadelphia^ and 
practiced for a short time in Monroe 
County with success and acceptability. 
He went to various parts of the South, 
and died about 30 years ago in Texas, 
having been greatly afflicted with rheu¬ 
matism. His practice was almost re¬ 
relinquished in his middle and later life. 
He was never married. 

James Madison Haynes followed 
farming more or less all his life—nine 
years on the McNutt farm and then 10 
years on the present site of Rowan’s 
woolen factory, on Second Creek, in 
Monroe County. In the fall of 1840 
he removed to the Greenbrier River, 
five miles below Alderson, where, after 
years of suffering from inflammatory 
rheumatism, he died January 4, 1858. 
For a long time, Mr. Haynes was a 
magistrate of Monroe County, often a 
commissioner of the court, and in a 
irreat many cases was selected as an ar- 

o ^ I 

bitrator of differences between his fel¬ 
low citizens. Though often most earn¬ 
estly solicited to represent his county 
in the Legislature, he steadfastly re¬ 
fused to become a candidate. James 
Madison Haynes was married Sei)tem- 
ber 10, 1821, at Lnion, Monroe Coun¬ 
ty, to Isabella Dunlap, and they had 
six children who attained to adrJt age: 
Capt. William Haynes, of Summers 


County, deceased in March, 1897, who 
held many oftices of trust before and 
after the war, having been a member, 
from Summers County, of the West 
Virginia Convention of 1871 to revise 
the State Constitution; Alexander D. 
Haynes, who was a successful mer¬ 
chant of Red Sulphur Springs, repre¬ 
sented Monroe County in the Legisla¬ 
ture of Virginia in 1856, and died at 
Red Sulphur Springs X'ovember 14. 
1857; Robert P. Haynes, who was a 
major of militia before the war, en¬ 
tered the regular service of the Con¬ 
federacy in the 26th Batallion of Vir¬ 
ginia Infantry, was captured at Cold 
Harbor, and a few days after the battle 
was killed by a railroad collision, July 
16, 1864, while on his way to Elmira, 
New York, as a prisoner of war; Rev. 
James Haynes was the fourth son, and 
mention of his life is given elsewhere 
in this sketch; Catherine, who lived 
with her brother, James; and Mrs. 
Jane A. Caraway, wife of William 
Caraway, of Alderson. 

Rev. Janice Haynes, the father of 
our subject, entered Washington Col¬ 
lege in 1835, and graduated in 1839. 
He then entered Union Theological 
Seminary of the Presbyterian Church, 
and was graduated in 1862, l)eing li¬ 
censed by the Greenbrier Presbytery 
the same year, at Muddy Creek, and 
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ordained the following year in the 
I.ewisburg Presbyterian Church. Aft¬ 
er preaching one year at Anthony’s 
Creek, he entered the Confederate 
Army as chaplain in the spring of 
1863, and continued as such until the 
close of the war. He preached at Mud¬ 
dy Creek from 1865 to 1870, when he 
was placed in charge of an evangelical 
field in Fayette County for two years, 
making his home at Gauley Bridge. He 
later resided at Cotton Hill, Fayette 
County, but died in iqcx), at St. Clair, 
Tennessee, possessing the respect and 
confidence of fellow workers of the 
church, both clerg\' and laity. He 
inarried Susan E. Shanklin, who still 
•survives and is a resident of St. Clair, 
Tennessee. She is a daughter of An¬ 
drew I)a\ison Shanklin, who was lx)m 
in Monroe County, near Cireenville, 
W'est \ irginia, and was a son of one of 
the early pioneers of that section. An- 
»(lrew Davison Shanklin’s father was 
July 13, 1777, and soon after his 
marriage. May 18, 1802, to Polly 
Shirkv, settled on Indian Creek, Mon- 
roe v’ounty, ^"irginia, now West Vir¬ 
ginia. He was the first settler in that 
section, and raised a family of 10 chil¬ 
dren, namely: Agnes Davison, Eliza- 
l)eth Poage, Richard Vare, James, 
Sarah, John Shirky, Andrew Davison, 
Nicholas, \\'illiam Frazier, and Mar\- 


Ann. The Shanklin family came from 
the Valley of Virginia and settled in 
Monroe County when it was practically 
a wilderness. The old Shanklin stone 
house is still standing on Indian Creek. 
Andrew Davison Shanklin lived and 
died on a part of the old home place in 
Monroe Counlv, and his one child was 
Susan K., who married Rev. James 
Haynes. In the early ‘‘fifties” An¬ 
drew liavison Shanklin jounieyed west 
and t(K)k up land in Central Indiana, 
which he sold at the l)eginning of the 
Civil War. His sister, Mrs. Andrew 
Young, took up 1,000 acres of land in 
Indiana, a part of which tract is now 
included in the limits of the city of Lo- 
gansport. 

Dr. Haynes was the third member 
of a family of 12 children lx>rn to his 
parents, the others being: James Mad¬ 
ison, deceased; Davison Shanklin, of 
Evansville, Indiana; Rebecca, of St. 
Clair, 'Fennessee; Agnes, of Tennes¬ 
see; William M., of Fairmont, West 
Virginia: .\ndrew Nelson, who died 
aged three years; Mary, of Clarksburg, 
West Virginia; Herl)ert H., of Evans¬ 
ville, Indiana; and Susan, Aurelia and 
Ella, of St. Clair, Tennessee. Dr. 
Haynes was reared in (ireenbrier and 
Fayette counties and also spent a ix)r- 
tion of time with his maternal grand¬ 
father in Monroe County. His gen- 
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eral training and medical education 
were carefully attended to, the former 
in private and public schools and the 
latter in the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons at Baltimore, Maryland. He 
was graduated in the class of 1896, at 
the latter institution. Prior to this, he 
had hospital experience, being secre¬ 
tary' of the board of directors of the 
West \’irginia Insane Hospital at Wes¬ 
ton, and was connected with it from 
1888 to 1895. After graduating, he 
engaged in the practice of his profes¬ 
sion at Weston, for 18 months, and on 
November i, 1897, located at Clarks¬ 
burg. Dr. Haynes has taken advant¬ 
age of every opportunity to perfect his 
skill and knowledge, and in 1901 took 
a special course in surgery at the New 
York Post-Graduate and Polyclinic 
scliools. 

On October 15, 1896, Dr. Haynes 
married Hattie Gaylord, of Weston, 
W'est Virginia, and two daughters have 
been lx)rn to them, Aurelia Christine 
and Harriet Jean. Dr. Haynes belongs 
to the county and State medical associ¬ 
ations and is the active and efficient 
vice president of the latter. His ability 
is very generally recognized in his lo¬ 
cality, and he is numbered among the 
representative professional men of 
Harrison County. 



CYRUS OSCAR STRIEBY. 


CYRUS OSCAR STRIEBY, a 

well known and successful legal prac¬ 
titioner of Davis, Tucker County, 
West Virginia, was born in 1866, at 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania, and is a 
son of Henry J. and Rachel (Ridge) 
Striebv, the former of whom was also 
born at Williamsport, and the latter in 
Tioga County, Pennsylvania. 

Henry J. Strieby was l)orn at Will¬ 
iamsport, Pennsylvania, in 1835, and 
now resides at his pleasant country 
home in Hampshire County, West Vir¬ 
ginia. He was a school teacher in his 
earlier years and at one time served as 
auditor of Lycoming County, Pennsyl¬ 
vania. Later he engaged in milling 
and farming, but now lives retired. His 
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political sympathy is with the De no- 
cratic party. The mother of our sub¬ 
ject was born in 1843 Tioga Coun¬ 
ty, Pennsylvania. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Strieby Ixjlong to the Lutheran Church. 
They retired six children,—three sons 
and three daughters. 

Cyrus Oscar Strieby was educated 
in the common schcxds of his native lo¬ 
cality and at the Muncy Normal Sch(x>l, 
and then accompanied his i)arents to 
Hampshire County, West Virginia. 
There he taught in the district schools 
for three years, and one year in Mor¬ 
gan County and then took a four-year 
course in the Susquehannah Univer¬ 
sity, and was graduated in 1889. Re¬ 
moving then to Tucker County as a 
teacher, one year later he entered the 
office of W. B. Maxwell, with whom , 
he read law for six months, continuing 
a studv to which he had alreadv given 
much attention. In December, 1890, 
he was admitted to the bar and l^egan 1 
practice in Tucker County in 1891. ' 
For three years he was in partnership I 
with W. B. Maxwell, but now conducts , 
an individual practice which is in every , 
way satisfactory. He enjoys a large 1 
l<K:al practice in Tucker County, which 
occasionally extends l>eyond its limits 
into the adjoining counties. He also 
has :i go<»d practice in the Sui>reme 
Court of Appeals of West Virginia, . 


which has been marked by a high de¬ 
gree of success. 

On April 16. 1896, Mr. Strieby was 
married to Addie Adams, who was 
born in St. (je()rge. Tucker County, in 
1871, and is a daughter of John J. and 
Angelica Adams. The children Ixini 
to this union are: Elenora and Ruth. 
Mr. Strieby is identified with the Dem¬ 
ocratic party. Both he and his wife 
belong to the Lutheran Church. 



CHARLES WESLEY RIGGS. M. D. 

CHARLES WESLEY RIGGS, 

M. D., who since 1898 has l)een estab¬ 
lished in successful practice of meili- 
cine at Cameron, Marshall County, 
\\>st \’irginia, was bini in 1866 in 
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Pleasant \^alley, Marshall County, 
West Virginia, and is a son of Simeon 
and Mary Ann (Ogle) Riggs, the for^ 
mer of whom was also bom in Pleas¬ 
ant Valley, and died in 1898, aged 58 
years. Simeon Riggs' business life 
was spent as merchant, farmer and 
salesman. He was identified in politics 
with the Republican party. The moth¬ 
er of Dr. Riggs was born at Rock 
Lick, Marshall County, and passed 
away in her 42nd year. Both parents 
were consistent members of the Meth¬ 
odist Church. They had a family of 
four children horn to them, namely: 
Charles Wesley, Ermina L., wife of 
Bruce Crow, Laban A. and Elsie May, 
an infant, deceased. 

Dr. Riggs secured his literary edu¬ 
cation at West Liberty and Mounds- 
ville and prepared for college under 
Dr. Whlliam V'oodrufF, at Limestone. 
In 1894 he entered Starling Medical 
College from which he was graduated 
in 1900. Having registered both in 
Ohio and in West Virginia, he entered 
at once upon the practice of his profes¬ 
sion. He located first at Piney Fork, 
^Wtzel Count}', but in 1898 removed 
to Cameron and was cordially wel- 
corned and has practiced there with 
success ever since. He was appointed 
bv Governor A. B. White as a dele- 
STite to the third annual session of the 


American Congress of Tuberculosis, 
held in the city of New York on May 
14-15-16, 1902, in joint session with 
the Medico-Legal Society. 

In 1898 Dr. Riggs married Sarah 
Alice Smart, who was born in Pleas¬ 
ant Valley in 1877, and is a daughter 
of John and Sarah (Terrill) Smart. 
One child, Edna Theodosia, was 
bom, April 9, 1901. Mrs. Riggs was 

reared in the Christian Church, but the 
Doctor is a Baptist. In politics he ad¬ 
heres to the principles of the Republi¬ 
can party. He is fraternally connected 
with various secret organizations in 
which his pleasing personality makes 
him popular. 

GEORGE L. ZOECKLER. — 

Stall No. 21, of the Second Ward 
Market, at Fulton, Ohio County, West 
Virginia, has been longer occupied 
than any in the town. It may ^Iso be 
said that there is no busier center of 
activity, for the enterprising proprietor 
understands the advertising value of 
business integrity, and likewise pro¬ 
vides meats and provisions of such ex- 
cellent quality as to find ready market 
among the best livers of the vicinity. 
Much of the success of Mr. Zoeckler 
may be attrilmted to those reliable traits 
of character handed down from an in- 
dutrious Gennan ancestry, although he 
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is a native of Wheeling, where he was 
born in 1858. 

His father, also named George, was 
born in Grunl^erg, Hessen-Darmstadt, 
Germany, and came to America with 
his parents in 1850 when but 18 years 
of age. 

George Zoeckler readily adapted 
himself to American conditions, and be¬ 
came widely known in Wheeling and 
Fulton. He was the originator of the 
business now conducted by his son, and 
during his entire active life was en- 
gagecl in the meat business. At his shop 
near Fulton he carried on a satisfactory 
trade, and also became interested in pol¬ 
itics; he was one of the bulwarks of 
the Republican party in his section. He 
possessed shrewd ability in various di¬ 
rections, and his life, terminated No¬ 
vember 17, 1891, at the age of 58 years, 
might well have extended its usefulness 
for yet another score. Mrs. Zoeckler, 
who was formerly Catherine Grimniel, 
was also lK)rn in Ilessen-Dannstadt, 
came to America in 1852, and is at 
present 67 years of age. Aside from 
her son, George L., her daughter, Min¬ 
nie (Mrs. John Roth), also lives in 
Fulton, the latter being the wife of one 
of the Roth brothers, engaged in the 
feetl business. 

In 1889 George L. Zoeckler suc- 
ceedetl to his father’s business, which 


he at once proceeded to enlarge and 
conduct according to the most modem 
and approved methods. At present he 
is able to employ five assistants, and 
aside from a large wholesale business 
runs two wagons to Wheeling and vi¬ 
cinity twice a week, to supply his pa¬ 
trons in the city. The butchering is 
done at his own slaughter houses and 
he packs some meat, having two large 
ice-honses. The capacity of the estab¬ 
lishment varies according to the weath¬ 
er and time of the year. 

I'he Zoeckler home in Fulton is a 
fine and hospitable place. It is pre¬ 
sided over by Mrs. Zoeckler, formerly 
Emma l^ljeling, who was born in De¬ 
cember, 1857, and is a daughter of Au¬ 
gust Eljeling, one of the early residents 
of Ohio County. Seven children have 
been lx)rn to Mr. and Mrs. Zoeckler, as 
follows: Oscar, who is 21 years of 
age, and assists his father in his busi¬ 
ness; John, who is 19 years old, and 
also works with his father; Eddie, who 
is II years of age, and George, Jr., 
who is nine years old, both of whom 
are attending school; Clyde Ebeling 
and Harry, who died at an early age; 
and Katie, who died of diphtheria 
when 10 years of age. Politically Mr. 
Zoeckler is a Republican, and cast his 
first presidential vote for Garfield. On 
several occasions his fellow townsmen 
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ha\e demonstrated their confidence bv 
electing him to positions of trust, and 
he has been a member of the City Coun¬ 
cil of Fulton a number of times. His 
father was at first a Democrat, but la¬ 
ter gave his allegiance to the Republi¬ 
can party. An interesting item in con¬ 
nection with this early pioneer is the 
fact that he bought the first $500 bond 
at \Mieeling during the progress of the 
Civil War. The entire Zoeckler fam¬ 
ily are members of St. John’s German 
Independent Protestant Church. 



COL. JAMES HENRY MILLER. 

COL. JAMES IIEXRY MIL- 
LI'R, a meml>er of the law firm of Mil¬ 
ler & Read, of Hinton, Summers Coun¬ 
ty, West Virginia, was born Decem¬ 
ber JO, 1856, on Lick Creek, at Green 


Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier County, 
X^irginia, now' West Virginia. He is a 
son of Wdlliam Erskine and Sarah 
Barbara (McXeer) Miller, lx>th of 
w hom were born in Virginia. 

The Miller family originated in 
Ireland and its first representative in 
this country was Mr. Miller’s great- 
great-grandfather, who immigrated to 
America from Ireland. Our subject’s 
great-grandfather, Patrick Miller, was 
born on the voyage between Ireland 
and America. James Henry Miller’s 
ancestors settled on the present site of 
Staunton, Virginia. John Miller, son 
Patrick Miller, was born in Bath Coun¬ 
ty, \drginia, and settled in Greenbrier 
Countv shortlv after the Revolution- 
ary W'ar. He married Jane Hodge of 
Bath County and they reared a family 
of I r children, none of whom survive. 

William Erskine Miller, son of 
I John Miller, and father of the subject 
I of these lines, was born in that part of 
Greenbrier Countv that is now' in- 
cliuled in Summers County, and spent 
his whole life there, dying in 1900, 
aged 74 years. He married Sarah Bar¬ 
bara McXeer, who was born in Mon¬ 
roe County, l)eing a daughter of Rich¬ 
ard McXeer, of Scotch descent. Her 
death took place in 1896 at the age of 
68 years. 

James Henry Miller is the third 
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meml)er of a family of four children 
born to his parents, namely: Mary B., 
of Hinton, West Virginia; C. L., of 
Foss, Summers County; James Hen¬ 
ry; and A. E., who is general manager 
of the New River Grocery Company 
(wholesale) at Hinton. Mr. Miller 
was educated in the public schools and 
graduated at the Concord Normal 
School in 1880. following which he 
taught school in the free schools of his 
county for some 30 months. He en¬ 
tered upon the reading of the law with 
Kon. W, \\\ Adams, of Hinton, and 
took a course at the University of Vir¬ 
ginia. In 1881 he was admitted to the 
bar and entered upon the practice of 
the law in partnership with Hon. El- 
lert Fowler, and later, after Mr. Fow¬ 
ler's death, with his preceptor, Hon. 
W. W. Adams. Upon the death of the 
latter, he fonned a partnership with 
Thomas N. Read, the present style of 
the firm being Miller & Read. 

On February i, 1882, Mr. Miller 
was united in marriage with Jane T. 
Miller, of Ciauley Bridge, Fayette 
County. W'est X’irginia, and four chil¬ 
dren have l)een lx)m to this union: 
Grace Chapman, Jean, Daisy and 
James H., Jr. Mr. Miller has l)een 
prominemly identified with the public 
sclux)l system, and in 1881 entered 
upon one term's service as county su¬ 


perintendent. In 1884 he was made re¬ 
gent of the State Normal scluxds, and 
served through two appointments. In 
1881 he was elected prosecuting at¬ 
torney of Summers Countv and served 
through four terms,—16 years. He 
also served several years as fish com¬ 
missioner. He has been very prom¬ 
inent in the Democratic party, was 
nominated for State Auditor on the 
DenKxrratic ticket in 1900, was chair¬ 
man of the Democratic State Execu¬ 
tive Committee in the campaign of 
1900 and is the present chairman and 
was a delegate to the Democratic Na¬ 
tional Convention, held in Chicago in 
1896, which nominated W. J. Bryan. 
For a space of 14 years he served as 
chairman of the Democratic Executive 
Committee of the Third Congressional 
District of West Virginia. In 1892 he 
was chosen as the Democratic candi¬ 
date for Congress from the Third Con¬ 
gressional District, and in the election 
following reduced the normal Repul> 
lican majority about 3,000 votes. 

Mr. Miller is a Mason of high de¬ 
gree, and is also a meml)er of the In¬ 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows, 
Knights of Pythias. Improved Order 
of Red Men and Ancient Order of 
United Workmen. He has long been 
identified with the National Guards of 
W'est \'irginia and was the organizer 
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of the Hinton Light Infantry Guards, 
of which he served as captain until Au¬ 
gust 15, 1889, when he was made lieu- 
tenant-colonel. This honorable rank 
he resigned on account of press of pri¬ 
vate business. He is held in high es¬ 
teem in Hinton and is regarded as one 
of the ablest lawyers in his section of 
the State. 



HON. WILLIAM GRAY BARNHART. 

HON.WILLIAM GRAY BARN¬ 
HART, member of the West Virginia 
House of Delegates, from Red House 
Shoals, Putnam County, a lawyer by 
profession and one of the ablest young 
legislators of the State, was torn April 
15, 1880, near Buffalo, Putnam Coun¬ 


ty, and is a son of Lewis and Isabel 
Barnhart, and grandson of Stephen 
and Perthana Barnhart. 

The Barnhart family is of German 
extraction, the pioneers settling in 
New Jersey in the early history of that 
settlement and their descendants going 
thence westward to Lancaster, Wash¬ 
ington and Greene counties, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, and to Ohio and Illinois. 

Lewis Barnhart was born April 23, 

1850, in Greene County, Pennsylvania. 

His mother died when he was seven 

years of age. He resided with his 

grandparents, going to school, doing 

chores, etc., during the Civil War 

% 

period, and then returned to his father 
m Marshall County, West Virginia, 
and removed from there to Putnam 
Countv. He was ambitious and man- 
aged, by further study during intervals 
of farm work, to secure a good, com¬ 
mon-school education, and at the age 
of 25 years held a State teacher's cer¬ 
tificate, and at the age of 27 years was 
admitted to the bar. He was elected 
county superintendent of free schools 
soon after. Mr. Barnhart has for 
many years devoted himself to the law 
and to the sale of real estate. In pol¬ 
itics he is a Democrat and has taken an 
active part in politics. The mother of 
our subject was torn in 1852 in Mar¬ 
shall County, X’irginia, now West Vir- 
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ginia, and is a daughter of William I. 
and Eliza A. Hartley. In 1870 she 
was united in marriage with Lewis 
Barnhart. She is a devout member of 
the Christian Church. In addition to 
being a successful attorney, Lewis 
Barnhart is also a civil engineer and 
has had completed a fine map of Put¬ 
nam County, which he surveyed, on 
which are located the district outlines, 
the villages, roads, streams, and the 
industries of the county. He is fra- 

Ik 

ternally connected with Wilkes Lodge, 
No. 60, Knights of Pythias, at Win¬ 
field. 

Hon. William G. Barnhart was ed¬ 
ucated in the common sch(X)ls, and be¬ 
gan teaching at the age of 17 years, at 
the .‘^ame time beginning the reading I 
of the law with his father. After a 
short course in the law department at 
the West Virginia University, he was 
admitted to the bar, and located at 
W’infield, the county seat of Putnam 
County. In the spring of 1902 he was 
nominated by the Democratic party 
lor the House of Delegates, and was 
elected, in a Republican district of 460 
plurality, by a majority of 360 over 
Hon. James H. Collins, one of the best 
known Republicans in the district, who 
had already served two terms in the 
Legislature. 

Mr. Barnhart is a clear and forci¬ 


ble speaker, a thinker of unusual abil- 
itv and an active member of the House. 
His rapid rise in his profession and in 
public esteem are but indications of still 
higher honors awaiting him in the fu¬ 
ture. 


i 

i 


TIMOTHY LAWRENCE BARBER. A. M.. M. D. 

TIMOTHY LAWRENCE BAR¬ 
BER, A. M., M. D., a prominent 
physician and surgeon of Charleston, 
W^est \'irginia, was born in Plymouth, 
Indiana, Octol)er 4, 1853. He is a son 
of Daniel and Ann (Hulverson) Bar¬ 
ber, the former of English descent, the 
k'lter, a native of Norway. 

The Barl)er familv is an old one 
and was fcjundeil in America by an an- 
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cestor who came to Plymouth, Massa¬ 
chusetts, in 1630, and was one of the 
first settlers at Windsor, Connecticut. 
He was prominent in the early Indian 
wars and many of the family were en¬ 
gaged in the Revolutionary War and 
held conspicuous positions in profes¬ 
sional and military life. 

The grandfather of Dr. Barber was 
Timothy Barber, who settled at Syra¬ 
cuse, Xew York, when it was but a 
crossroads. Later he moved his fam¬ 
ily west and settled on the land where 
Chicago now stands, but finding it a 
marshy, unpromising field for farm¬ 
ing, he removed back into the northern 
part of Indiana, and settled in Marshall 
County, where he remained some years 
and where his children continued to 
live. He went back to Xew York 
Slate, and not long after lost his life 
in an accident. 

Daniel Barber, the father of Dr. 
Barljer, grew to manhood in Marshall 
County, Indiana, and became the own¬ 
er of a moderate estate. He married 
a daughter of one of the sturdy Nor¬ 
wegian families that settled in the same 
county, and there reared a family of 
six children, one of whom, Levi, died 
there in infancy. Business misfor¬ 
tunes deprived him of all his belong¬ 
ings in Indiana, and he removed with 
his family of five children to Dodge 


County, Wisconsin, living at Mayville, 
Horicon and Beaver Dam (1864-67). 
Besides being a farmer in Indiana, he- 
ran a flouring mill, which trade he fol¬ 
lowed in his Wisconsin homes. 
While residing in Wisconsin, his eldest 
daughter, Sophia, w^as married to Will¬ 
iam H. Roper, who removed with her 
to Emmetsburg, Iowa, where she died. 
With the rest of his family, Daniel 
Barter w^ent to Petroleum Center, 
Pennsylvania, to join a brother, Levi 
Barter, who was engaged iii refining 
oil. After a couple of years' stay there 
a disastrous oil fire destroyed the plant 
and killed his brother. He then took 
his familv back to Plvmouth, Indiana, 
w'here he lived till his death, in 1871, 
his wife surviving him but a year. 

The only schooling Dr. Barber had 
w’as that afforded in the public schools 
of the various localities in which he 
lived, until, upon the invitation of a 
relative at Marietta, Ohio, he was priv¬ 
ileged to receive a college education at 
Marietta College, graduating there in 
1877. subsequent two or three 

years, he taught school and tutored 
boys for college, using his spare time 
in the study of medicine. By dint of 
perseverance and good fortune, he was 
enabled to secure a scholarship at the 
I 7 niversity of Pennsylvania upon com¬ 
petitive examination, thus gaining all 
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the advantages of this foremost medi¬ 
cal school of America, with no cost but 
his living expenses. He graduated in 
medicine there in 1882, securing the 
degree of M. D. and about the same 
time also that of A. M. from his alma 
mater. Marietta College. 

Dr. Barber settled in Charleston, 
W^est \*irginia, where from a modest 
beginning he has risen to be one of the 
foremost ])hysicians of the Capitol City, 
as well as of the large territory ad¬ 
jacent. He has l)een conspicuously 
identified with the professional organi¬ 
zations and advancements of his city, 
county and State, l)eing a moving fac¬ 
tor in the medical societies,—city, 
countv. State and national. He is now 
the president and health officer of his 

citv and countv boards of health, as 
• ^ 

well as an organizer of the State Med¬ 
ical Association. He is a close student 
and devoted to his profession and is re¬ 
garded as progressive yet conservative. 
In 1901 he traveled in Europe and vis¬ 
ited manv of the medical centers and 

w 

cnj()yed the advantages of study in 
their hospitals and clinics. Since his 
return he has l)een engaged in estab- 
lisliing a sanatorium for the private 
treatment of diseases with electricity, 
X-ravs, massage and baths, having 
taken a special course at the Illinois 


School of Electro-Therapeutics. To 
this branch of the healing art he ex¬ 
pects to devote his future time and en- 
ergy, to which, if he applies the same 
energy that characterizes him, the Cap¬ 
itol City will one day enjoy a sanator¬ 
ium that will do it credit. 

In 1882 Dr. Barl)er married Sarah 
R. Couch, daughter of James H. 
C'ouch, a prominent lawyer of Mason 
County, West \"irginia. She died one 
year laler with her first bal)e. In 1885, 
he married Lucy Brown, a daughter of 
Judge James H. Brown, of Charles¬ 
ton, W'e.st \’irginia, and sister of Hon. 
J. F. Brown, at present a prominent 
attorney of that city. Seven children 
have been l)orn to this union—five l)oys 
and t\^o girls—the oldest l)oy, James 
Brown Barber, having died in 1901, 
at the age 01 15 years. The Doctor is 
an elder in the Kanawha Presbyterian 
Church, a prominent Sabl)ath-sch(K)l 
worker, a meml)er of the different Ma¬ 
sonic organizations, one of the local U. 

! S. pension examiners, examiner for a 
large numl)er of prominent life insur¬ 
ance companies, surgeon to the K. & 
M. Railroad, in general iK>litics an ad¬ 
herent of the Kqniblican party, and 
yet regards the character of the liHral 
government as al)ove any party that 
. may aspire to run it. 
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MILES HENDERSON EPLIN. 

M 1 LP:S HENDERSON EPLIN, 

whose term of service as county su¬ 
perintendent of the schools of Kana¬ 
wha County, West Virginia, will be¬ 
gin July I, 1903, is a much esteemed 
and prominent citizen of Marmet. He 
was l)orn January i, 1844, in Giles 
County, Virginia, and is a son of 
Christopher and Melinda (Nidy) Ep- 
lin, both of whom were also lx)rn in 
\'irginia. 'I'he former died in middle 
life, but the latter survived until the 
age of 75 years, passing away in 1885. 
Cliristopher Eplin was engaged in ag¬ 
ricultural pursuits. 

Miles H. Eplin was the young¬ 
est of a family of eight chil¬ 
dren. His early educational ad¬ 


vantages were limited, in fact it may 
l)e stated that he was trained in no 
school but that of adversity. At the 
age of 17 he l)ecame a soldier in the 
Civil War, enlisting September 2, 
1861, in Company B, 8th Reg., West 
Virginia Vol. Inf., which later formed 
a part of the 7th Cavalry Regiment. 
Although four years of his life were 
devoted to army service, it was not a 
wasted season to the young man, whose 
quick intelligence turned his exi)eri- 
ences into a means of education. 

Upon his return to Kanawha Coun¬ 
ty, Mr. Eplin engaged in teaching 
school, in the meantime following 
courses of reading and study, and very 
efticiently filled the office of secretary 
of the Lcnuloun district Board of Edu- 
cati(m, for a period of 30 years. He 
was elected in 1893 and served two 
terms as assessor of the Lower dis¬ 
trict, and in the fall of 1902 he was 
elected to the office of superintendent 
of the schools of Kanawha County. 
His life has l)een devoted to education¬ 
al interests and he has acceptably filled 
local positions and during one term 
was school commissioner. 

In 1866 Mr. F.plin married Sarah 
J. Brown, who was born in Kanawha 
County, and is a daughter of Rol)ert 
and Elizabeth Brown, old and re¬ 
spected residents of their community. 
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Three of Mr. and Mrs. Eplin’s fam¬ 
ily of nine children still survive, name¬ 
ly: Albert W.; Mrs. Julia Harold; 
and Jesse C. The religious connection 
of the family is with the Methodist 
Church. In politics he is a Republi¬ 
can. Fraternally he belongs to the 
Odd Fellows, Red Men, Knights of 
Pythias and George Crook Post, G. A. 
R., at Charleston. 


J. X. \"AXCE, who has l>een prom¬ 
inently identified with the iron and steel 
interests of ^\'est Virginia for many 
years, is a well known resident of 
Wheeling. He was born and reared in 
Ohio County, West Virginia, and there 
have his Ijusiness activities been cen¬ 
tered. 

Mr. \"ance conducted an iron store 
in Wheeling until i86i, when the firm 
of Dewey, \"ance & Company was or¬ 
ganized and l)egan the manufacture of 
merchant bar iron. A plant was erected 
in the Sixth Ward, near the hill, and 
another was erected in 1866 near the 
river. The latter is still standing and 
was used as a nail factory for some 
years. The firm l>egan operations in 
Pen wood in 1872, having erected a 
first-class blast furnace, 18 by 70 feet 
in dimensions. W. IL Russell retired 
from the firm in 18^)5, after four years 
‘Connection with the business. William 


L. Hearne became a member of the firm 
in 1866. It was operated as a private 
enterprise until 1875, when the River¬ 
side Iron Works were incorporated by 
J. X. Vance, W illiam L. Heame, John 
D. Culbertson, X. W'ilkinson and Frank 
j. Hearne, l>eing chartered under the 
laws of West Virginia. The officers 
elected were: J. X. V'ance, president; 
X. Wilkinson, secretary; and John D. 
Culbertson, W illiam L. Hearne and X'. 
Wilkinson, directors. The plant was 
then located at Benwood. The nail 
factory was operated until 1888 and 
was afterward abandoned, all interests 
being concentrated at Benwood as the 
Riverside Iron Works. Eleven acres 
were first l)ought, and now the plant 
occupies 90 acres, having ample room 
for railroad tracks and other necessary 
equipment. A Bessemer steel plant was 
erected about 1886 and also tul^ works, 
which enable them to manufacture all 
kinds of steel steam, gas and water 
pipes. As the business grew, the tube 
works were enlarged until they became 
one of the largest and finest mills in the 
country, constituting a distinct plant. A 
large blast furnace is now being com¬ 
pleted. They lost their identity as the 
Riverside Iron W orks in March, 1899, 
in a sale to the Xational Tul)e Company, 
which in the spring of 1901 became a 
constituent of the United States Steel 
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Corporation. At that time the business 
of the company amounted to $6,000,000 
annually, and employed over 2,000 
men. About 2,500 men are now em¬ 
ployed. W hen the business was estab¬ 
lished about 300 men were employed, 
and in 1866 not to exceed 500. The 
capital stock originally was $15,000, 
and during the first three years of its 
existence the company leased the old 
mill, w Inch they then purchased. W^hen 
sold, the Riverside Iron W’^orks had a 
capital stock of $3,000,000, which had 
been increased from the surplus funds 
after paying quarterly dividends. Dur¬ 
ing the past 11 years the company has 
operated a blast furnace at Steubenville, 
Ohio. Mr. \'ance became a director in 
the National Tube Company and con¬ 
tinued as such until it became a part of 
the United States Steel Corporation, 
when he resigned. Frank J. Hearne is 
president of the tube department of the 
United States Steel Corporation, John 
D. Cull^ertson, treasurer, and E. L. 
W'iles, general manager of the River¬ 
side department of the same corpora¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Vance is president of the Na¬ 
tional Exchange Bank of Wheeling, 
and is also at the head of the Vance 
Shoe Company. The manufacturing 
plant of the latter concern is located at 
Pullman, Illinois, and the Chicago end 


of the business is in charge of J. C. 
Riheldaffer. Mr. Vance’s son, H. E. 
Vance, is president of the Vance Shoe 
Company, and W. F. Shaffer is secre¬ 
tary. J. X. Vance has many other in¬ 
terests in Wheeling and Chicago and 
in the State of Alabama. As a business 
man he is shrewd and far-sighted, and 
the wonderful success which has attend¬ 
ed his career is due solely to his own 
efforts. 



VERNON C. CHAMPE. 

VERNON C. CHAMPE, attor¬ 
ney-at-law, at Montgomer>% Fayette 
County, West Virginia, was born in 
Montgomery, January ii, 1879, and 
is a son of William F. and Annie 
(^Montgomery) Champe. 

The Champe family is of French 
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extraction and settled in Virginia at 
an early date. The paternal grand¬ 
father of our subject, Sewall Champe, 
was born in Bedford Gninty, Virginia, 
settled at Charleston, Kanawha Conn- 

j 

ty, and died there, aged 50 years. 

William E. Champe, our subject’s 
father, was born at Charleston, Kana¬ 
wha County. He removed to Mont¬ 
gomery in 1873, 

manently locate there until 1877. 
The mother of our subject is a daugh¬ 
ter of James Montgomery, who was a 
pioneer in the district of Fayette Coun¬ 
ty. The other members of our subject’s 
parents’ family are: Nile; Emory and 
Hallie, who are still students. 

Vernon C. Champe was reared at 

Montgomery, and attended the local 

sch(K)ls there and an intermediate 

school at Charleston. Later he went 

to (jreenbrier Military Academy and 

« • 

in i 8()5 entered the University of West 
X'irginia, where he was graduated in the 
class of i8c>8. Mr. Champe read law 
prior to entering the University and 
uas very thoroughly prei)ared. In 
1900 he l)egan the practice of his pro¬ 
fession at Montgomery, in partner¬ 
ship with C. W. Osenton, who is now 
])rosecuting attorney of Payette Coun¬ 
tv and an ex-State Senator. Since this 
time, Mr. Champe has engaged very 
successfuily in ])ractice alone. In 1900 



he was appointed a United States com¬ 
missioner, by Judge Jackson. 

Mr. Champe belongs to Lodge 
No. 74. A. V. & A. M., at Montgom¬ 
ery, and retains his membership with 
the college fraternity, Phi Sigma 
Kappa. He has been very active in 
Democratic jjolitics and was elected 
city attorney in 1902. He is also sec¬ 
retary of the Democratic County Com¬ 
mittee and in 1902 was assistant to 
the chairman of that lx)dv. He be- 
longs to the Presbyterian Church. 



JAMES A. STROTHER. 

JAMES A. STROTHER, mayor 
of W’elch, McDowell County, West 
Virginia, senior meml)er of the law 
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firm of Strother, Taylor & Strother, 
and one of the leading citizens, was 
lx)rn in Culpeper County, Virginia, 
January 13, 1870. 

His father, Hon. John R. Strother, 
is prominent in State politics, and in 
early life was an attorney. Later he 
engaged in farming and is still so oc¬ 
cupied, at the age of 65 years. In the 
earlv ‘'seventies’* he served in the State 
Legislature, both in the upi^er and the 
lower house. The Strother family is 
an old and honorable one in Virginia, 
of English descent. The mother of our 
subject belonged to the Payne family 
of Madison County, Virginia, and the 
grandmother to the old Wilhoit fam- 
ilv, earlv German settlers in the iron 
regions of Virginia. The sons of Hon. 
John R. Strother, exclusive of our sub¬ 
ject, are: G. F,, a lumberman of 
Welch, West Virginia; J. H., a mer¬ 
chant of Welch, West Virginia; and 
Philip, of Culpeper County, Virginia, 
where the daughters, three in number, 
of the family also reside. 

James A. Strother has attained his 
prominence mainly through his own 
efforts. His complete knowdedge of 
the law and jurisprudence was gained 
almost entirely through private read¬ 
ing, and he was admitted to the bar in 
Cnlpej^er County, Virginia, after a 


very short course at the University of 
Virginia. In 1891 he removed to 
Welch, and for a season was a law 
partner of W. H. Stokes. In 1901 a 
partnership was formed by J. A. and 
D. J. Y. Strother and W. L. Taylor, 
under the firm name of Strother, Tay¬ 
lor & Strother. The business is gener¬ 
al practice, including a great deal of 
corporation work. The firm has built 
commodious office rooms in the vicin¬ 
ity of the Norfolk & Western Railway 
depot and commands a large part of 
the patronage of the county. 

In politics Mr. Strother was for¬ 
merly a Democrat, but has latterly 
been identified with the Republican 
party. He has served the town in the 
capacity of mayor for the past seven 
years, being elected on a non-partisan 
ticket each year. In 1896 he was a 
candidate for the State Senate on the 
Democratic ticket, but was defeated. 

In 1894 Mr. Strother was married 
io a daughter of T. S. Taylor, ex-sher- 
ifif of Giles County, Virginia. They 
have one daughter, Mary James, three 
vears old. The family attend the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church. Fraternally 
Mr. Strother is a Mason, belonging to 
the blue lodge at Welch and the chap¬ 
ter at Bramwell: and is also an Odd 
Fellow and an Elk. 
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NEIL JUOSON FORTNEY. 


NEIL JUDSOX FORTNEY, 

who is now serving his fifth term as 
prosecuting attorney of Preston Coun¬ 
ty, W'est \’irginia, was lx)rn November 
22, 1849, Independence, Preston 
County, \’irginia, now W est Virginia. 
He is a son of David H. Fortnev, 
whose father came to Maryland, from 
I'rance, and whose mother was of Ger¬ 
man ancestry. In 1865 David H. 
Fortney removed with liis family to 
Indianola, Iowa. 

Neil [udson Fortnev attended the 
loc'al schools in his native kxality and 
after the familv removed to Iowa he 
l)ecame a student in Simpson Cente¬ 
nary College. In 1870 he took an ex¬ 
tended tour through the W’est, in¬ 


creasing his fund of general 
knowledge, engaging in various 
callings and fequently correspcmd- 
ing for the press. He returned 
to Preston County, West \"irgpnia, in 
1874 and then entered upon the study 
of the law; he was made deputy county 
clerk, and in 1879 admitted to the 
bar, since which time he has become 
prominent in his profession, valued in 
political circles and esteemed in the so¬ 
cial and domestic life of Kingwood. 
In 1880, Mr. Fortney was first elected 
prosecuting attorney, and he entered 
upon the duties of that responsible po¬ 
sition, on January i, 1881. At the 
close of his term of four years, he was 
re-elected by an increased majority and 
at the expiration of his second term he 
was elected again to the same office by 
a still greater majority, and served the 
full term of four years. He was 
elected in 1898 to fill the last two years 
of the unexpired term of his successor, 
and in i(>oo was again elected by a 
greater majority than at any previous 
election, and is now serving out the 
fifth term to which he has been elected, 
at the end of which he will have served 
18 years in all, as noted. His ability 
and industry, his carefulness, fairness 

V 

and promptness, have contributed to 
his success and his capable handling of 
the important cases brought before 
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him during his long term of office, has 
given him a reputation all over the 
State. 

On June 3, 1879, Mr. Fortney was 
united in marriage with Alice Edna 
Godwin, the eldest daughter of Capt. 
Joseph M. Godwin, of Kingwood, 
West Virginia. In politics, Mr. Fort¬ 
ney is a Republican. 



HON. ALSTON GORDON DAYTON. 

HON. ALSTON GORDON DAY- 
TON, Member of Congress from the 
Second Congressional District of West 
Virginia, and the junior member of the 
well known law firm of Dayton & Day- 
ton, with whom is associated Fred¬ 
erick D. Blue, at Philippi, Barbour 


County, West Virginia, was born in 
that town October 18, 1857, Barbour 
County then being a part of the State 
of Virginia. 

Mr. Dayton attended the public 
schools and entered the West Virginia 
University as a student, at the age of 
i6-years, where he was graduated in 
June, 1878, with his degree of A. B. 
During his college course he had de¬ 
voted time to the studv of the law, and 
he was admitted to the bar on his 21st 
birthday, and immediately entered into* 
l^rtnership with his father, which part- • 
nership still continues. Two years later 
he was appointed prosecuting attorney^ 
of Upshur County, and soon after re¬ 
ceived the Republican nomination for' 
the same office in his home county of 
Barbour, but, while running consider¬ 
ably ahead of his ticket, was defeated 
by a small majority. In 1884 he again 
received his party’s nomination for the 
same office, and was elected, being the 
first Republican to fill the office since 
the Civil W'ar. In 1888 he was a can¬ 
didate for judge of the Circuit Court, 
but failed of receiving the nomination 
by two votes. In 1890 his friends pre¬ 
sented his name before the Reiniblican 
convention at Piedmont, as a candidate 
for Congress from the Second Congres¬ 
sional District of West Virginia, which 
position was then held by Hon. William 
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L. Wilson, author of the ‘'Wilson Tar¬ 
iff Bill/’ Mr. Wilson was a most 
formidable antagonist, and the belief 
was general that only a man from the 
eastern part of the State could defeat 
him, so the choice of this convention 
was Hon. George Harman, a wealthy 
farmer of Grant County. In 1894, 
however, Mr. Davton was the choice 
of the convention which met at Elkins, 
to run against Mr. Wilson, who was 
still in Congress, having defeated Mr. 
Harman in 1890. Mr. Wilson stood 
as the victorious champion of a victori¬ 
ous party and was confident of success. 
The campaign was a memorable one, 
unequaled in the campaigns of the 

State, but Mr. Dayton showed that he 
was well ecpiipped to meet the redoubt¬ 
able Wilson and no quarter was either 
given or asked. The discussions were 
warm, although waged with the courte¬ 
sy and fairness for which both states¬ 
men are noted. The result was an over¬ 
whelming victory for Mr. Dayton, his 
majority being over 2000. In 1896 he 
was re-elected; again in 1898, and in 
1900 and 1902. He is now serving 
his fifth consecutive term. 

Mr. Dayton's career in Congress 
has l)een one of steady and powerful 
influence and growth. He was first 
placed on the naval committee, then one 
of the smallest and least conseciucntial 


committees in the House. He took up 
the work in earnest and took a leading 
part from the start, and to him as much 
as to any other meml^er is due the dis¬ 
tinguished credit and honor of bring¬ 
ing this branch of the government up 
to its present prominence and power. 
When he entered Congress we had only 
three battleships in commission, and 
three in course of construction. He 
was a believer in a strong navy and ad¬ 
vocated the construction of war ships 
of the most powerful class. The result 
is the splendid naval armament we now 
have. The naming of the powerful 
armored cruiser, “West Virginia,’^ 
was a compliment to him. W'hen 
Mr. Davton first took his stand in favor 
of battleships as against smaller craft, 
there had never been a battleship in ac¬ 
tion, for that class of vessels was an ex¬ 
periment ; but with the battle of Santi- 
Jwly 3, 1898, and the advent of 
such vessels as the “Oregon’’ it is no 
longer an experiment. Mr. Dayton 
took a foremost place in the promotion 
of dry d(Kks as a part of the naval es¬ 
tablishment, and four such were pro¬ 
vided, at Portsmouth, \"irginia, at 
Boston, at League Island and at Al¬ 
giers, Louisiana. 

Amc^ng other nestable services ren¬ 
dered his constituents, Mr. Dayton has 
taken great interest in the veterans of 
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the Civil War, and has been able to pro¬ 
cure many pensions and promotions for 
the soldiers of West Virginia. He in¬ 
troduced a bill which passed the Senate, 
providing for the promotion of Lieut. 
R. M. G. Brown, of Preston County, 
West Virginia, upon the retired list of 
the navy, in recognition of his services 
in saving lives and property during the 
great storm in the Samoan Islands. He 
aided materially in securing the appro¬ 
priation of $5,000,000 to open the Mo- 
nongahela to free navigation, and for 
the construction of locks and dams in 
the river between Morgantown and 
Fairmont. Mr. Dayton has rendered 
valuable ser\’ices in the geological sur- 

vevs of the State, and rectified in Con- 
•» • 

gress the mistakes made in the omissicm 
of data and visible monuments on 
which, in every county seat in the 
irnited States, tlie true north and south 
line of the place is marked. Alaska 
was purchased from Russia in 1866 and 
the laws of Oregon were made to apply 
to that territory. In 1898 a Congres¬ 
sional committee was appointed, of 
which !Mr. Davton was a meml^er, 
which prepared a code for Alaska, in 
which Mr. Dayton did a large part of 
the work. For 10 days the House de¬ 
bated the code, during which time Mr. 
Dayton championed the bill, debating 
with the best lawyers, and Congress 


passed the bill. His best work, up to 
that time, was in connection with the 
“Navy Personnel Bill,’'—to regulate 
the line of promotions in the navy; to 
give all an equal chance; to equalize the 
pay of both civil and naval officers and 
to correct and regulate the course of 
study at the United States Naval Acad¬ 
emy at Annapolis. By this bill a great 
and practical reform was brought about 
in the navy. Mr. Dayton was its 
champion and made a number of 
speeches that showed his mastery of 
the subject; and he has since been not¬ 
ed in the House as an authority on 
naval affairs. The bill became a law 
and the naval officers gave a banquet at 
W'ashington to Mr. Dayton and his 
confreres. The whole country is l:)e- 
ginning to see the wisdom of his fore¬ 
sight and courage. He received the 
commendation of Rear-Admiral W. T. 
Sampson and other noted naval officers. 
After the blowing up of the “Maine” in 
Havana harbor, there was increasing 
excitement in Congress and the coun¬ 
try. It was a time for C(X)lness and 
courage. It was for the Congressman 
from the Second Congressional District 
of West Virginia to make the first 
speech in the House, advcKating the in¬ 
dependence of Cuba from Spanish rule. 
He concluded his remarks with these 
memorable words: 
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“Two hundred and sixty-six brave 
men are dead to-day as a result 
of the ‘Maine’ tragedy. Over 200,- 
000 have died in Cuba and 250,000 
more, mostly women and children, are 
being held in imprisonment and starved 
there to-day. \\ t do not know as yet 
that the Spanish authorities blew up the 
‘Maine’ and destroyed the lives of our 
seamen, but we do know that Spanish 
authority is responsible for this whole¬ 
sale deadly murder in the first degree 
going on, within 100 miles of our 
shores. W ith food and raiment in one 
* hand and with its strong power, backed 
by the righteous will of 70,000,000 of 
freemen, this administration must in¬ 
tervene, stoj) the horror and give Cuba 
•her freedom. This intervention may be 
done, I hoi)e, i)eacefully. If so, (jo<1 be 
praised; but if not, and it can only be 
done by war, let it come. Humanity, 
mercv, charitv, and all the attributes 

m w 

of (jod Himself, will be with us, and 
Cuba he free,*' 

During his terms in Congress, Mr. 
Dayton has kq)t up his law practice 
and has taken an active interest in pro¬ 
moting the industrial development of 
his State and is connected with manv 
private business enterprises. He is a 
director of The First National Bank at 
Philippi. 

On November 26. 1884, Mr. Day- 


ton married Lummie Sinsel, of Graf¬ 
ton, West Virginia. Religiously he is 
connected with the Presbyterian 
Church. Fraternally, he belongs to the 
Odd Fellows and Knights of Pythias. 
He owns one of the most beautiful 
homes in his town and is a power for 
good in his community. His popu¬ 
larity in the State on account of his dis¬ 
tinguished services, is not limited to the 
Second Congressional District. The 
dean (if the W'^est Virginia Congress¬ 
men, he has won a position of eminence 
from which his friends desire him to 
retire only to accept higher honors. 



I. C. WHITE. A. M.. PH. O. 

I. C. W HITE, A. M., Ph. D., State 

Geologist of West Virginia, has at¬ 
tained wide prominence in the science 
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of 15 r>_C *_C1_Y “ftc_ "irn 

in West X’irgfnia ar* i tl^e L :::tei 
but in f'.Tcign c.-untrics as ^cl'. 

Dr. \\ h:tc was !•. m in -a hat :s n, w 
Baitelle oi-^trict, M n'/n^ia C.nntY. 
West \’ir€:inia, i, :S4.S. 

His grcat-graii«ifather. Graft n White, 
of Engli-ih parentage, n> vel fr-.m Bal¬ 
timore to the vicinity «_*f M-.rgant wv 
in 1774- Graft*,*n W hite's W:!i- 
iam. marrierl Maiy* Darhng. a native of 
Delaware, and n>-*veil t-t the head ^f 
Dunkard Creek, where he patentet 
4.000 acres of land, and thus f',«m:e! 
the nucleus of what has Ijeen kn- ‘W n as 
the “White Settlement/’ Michael 
White, father <.»f our ^iihiect, was a s-*n 
of William and Mary • Darling 1 
White. 

L prm the organization of W est \’ir- 
ginia University in i<S67, Dr. W hite en¬ 
tered its portals as a ca<let and gradu- 
atetl therefrom in 1872. He taught 
during the fall of 1872 and 1873 in 
Kenwofxl Scho<»I. New Bright* »n. 
Pennsylvania, and in Mniioiigalia 
County. West \'irginia, the following 
year. He was apwiiued on the Geo¬ 
logical Sur\'ey of Pennsylvania in 1875, 
as assistant to Prof. John J. Stevenson, 
in the survey of W’ashington and 
Greene counties and the southern por¬ 
tion of Allegheny and Beaver counties. 
He took a post-graduate course in ge- 



Chi^r. 1‘er. He ^\2 ls :u:ei assistant 
ge - •g'st ■ u the ■! -gica] Surv ey of 
Peuusvh»^.:a in iSjT* aud given charge 
■ *f the reg: u • -n the Penusyh auia an<! 
< *h:-.‘ State line, w here differences had 
arisen let ween the ge^/ gists i»f those 
Slates, c-nceming the identity of the 
o.al and !:nies:«.»ne be^is. Dr. W’hite 
ina*:e an exhaustive study of the qiies- 
ti'>n in dispute and demonstrated the 
truth 5-> clearly ih.ai his views have 
never been questi*»ned by either ixtrty to 
the coniri.wersy. He was electe\l pro- 
less-jr of gei»l'g\- at W est X’irginia 
I’niversity in June, 1877, hut a^ntinued 
in the service «»f the Pennsylvania sur¬ 
vey during vacations until July 11, 
1894. when he was apjK>intevl to a jx^si- 
tion in the Unileil States Gevdogical 
Survey, his duty l>eing to present a 
monograph on the bituminous Cvval 
fields of Pennsylvania. Ohio, anil West 
\’irginia, wltich work he completed and 
sent in for publication in .Vugust. 1888. 
He afterward engageil in an axhaiistive 
survey of the Alleghany Mountain re¬ 
gion around W hite Sulphur Springs, in 
parts of Greenbrier, Monroe, .\llcgha- 
ny and Craig counties. He is a volu¬ 
minous author in his specialty, geology, 
as the following list of his publications 
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will show: Report (Q) on Beaver, 
Allegheny and South Butler counties, 

337 pages, 1878; Report (Q=) on 
Lawrence County and the Ohio line 
geology, 336 pages, 1879; Report (Q*) 
on Mercer County, 233 pages, 1880; 
Report (P) on Permian Fossil Plants, 
joint author with William F. Fontaine, 
143 pages and 38 double-page plates 
lithographed, 1880; Report (Q^) on 
Crawford and Erie counties, 406 pages, 
1881; Rq)ort (O*) on Susquehanna 
and Wayne counties, 243 pages, 1881; 
Report(Q‘^) on Pike and Monroe coun¬ 
ties, 407 pages, 1882; Report (Q^) on 
Wyoming, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Co¬ 
lumbia, Montour and Xorthuml)erlaiKl 
counties, 404 pages, 1883; Reix)rt (T**) 
on Huntingdon County, 471 pages, 
1885: The Comparative Stratigraphy 
of the Bituminous Coal Measures in the 
Xortli Half of the Appalachian Coal 
Fields : \'ol. I, Oil and (ias. West Vir¬ 
ginia (Geological Survey, 1899; \o]. 
II, West \drginia Coal Fields, West 
\"irginia (ienlogical Survey, 1903. Be¬ 
sides these formal |)ublications. Dr. 
W'hite has contributed numerous ar¬ 
ticles on scientific subjects to the col¬ 
umns of Science, The American Journ¬ 
al of Science, The Proceedings of the 
American Philosophical Society, The 

I 

Ilr^i^inias, and others. His notes on | 
the geology of W'est \"irginia taken ] 


during class excursions were reprinted 
in the West Virginia University cata¬ 
logues for 1883-84-85, Dr. White has 
been elected to fellowship in the follow¬ 
ing scientific societies: American Phil¬ 
osophical Society; American Associa¬ 
tion for the Advancement of Science; 
American Geological Society, of which 
he is treasurer : Maryland Academy of 
Sciences; \\’’ashington Academy of 

Sciences; X"ew York Academy of Sci¬ 
ences ; The Geological Society of 
Washington; and the Xational Gei)- 
graphical Society. He l:)ears the degree 
of A. M., conferred by his alma mater, 
and the degree of Ph. D., conferred by 
the University of Arkansas. Dr. 
White aldy filled the chair of geology 
and natural history in the W'est Vir¬ 
ginia University for many years. He 
stands at the verv forefront of Ameri- 

iT 

can geologists and is a recognized au¬ 
thority in that science throughout the 
Union. 

In 1893 Dr. White was appointed 
one of the judges of the Department of 
Mines and Mining at the Columbian 
Exposition, and upon the organiza¬ 
tion of the judges was selected presi¬ 
dent. In 1897 he was appointed one 
of the delegates from America to the 
International (ieological Congress 
which met in St. Petersburg in August 
of that year. He si)ent three months 



MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


54S 


in Russia, traveling over 10,000 miles 
on two grand excursions through that 
vast empire, one of which took him 
across the Ural Mountains, into Siberia, 
and the other across the Caucasus and 
to Grozny and Baku, the famous Siber¬ 
ian oil fields. Returning home toward 
the close of 1897 via Constantinople, 
Athens, Naples and Gibraltar, he found 
that the State Geological Commission 
had during his absence and without his 
knowledge or consent unanimously 
elected him as State Geologist to super¬ 
intend the work of the recently organ¬ 
ized Geological Survey of West Vir¬ 


• • 


ginia. He was a delegate to the con¬ 
vention in 1892 that nominated Harri¬ 
son. but has always steadfastly refused 
all ix)litical offerings. In 1898 he pre¬ 
pared and published an important bu\- 
letin on coal and one on petroleum. 
He was the fir^t geologist to bring into 
prominence and apply in a practical 
wav what is known as the “Anticlinical 

w 

Theory” of oil and gas. Convinced of 
the essential truth of the “Anticlinical 
Theory.” Dr. White concluded to give 
his results to the world for the l>enefit of 
all. and in the issue of Science for June 
26. 1883. published an article under the 
title of “The (Geology of Natural (ias.” 
in which the claims and exceptions to 
the “Anticlinical Theorv” were fullv 
set forth. This theorv was at once I 


attacked bv Messrs. Ashburner and 

9' 

Chance of the Pennsylvania Geological 
Survey, but Dr. White put forth such a 
vigorous battle, aided as he was by Dr. 
Edward Orton. State Geologist of 
Ohio, that op])osition was soon silenced 
and the scientific world accepted the 
theory as demonstrated. 

Dr. White started in life without a 
very large share of the world's goods, 
but to-day is regarded as one of the 
leading men in the financial circles of 
the State. 



R. W. MCWILLIAMS. 

R. w. McWilliams, clerk of 

the Circuit and Criminal courts ot 
Cal^ll County, West X’irginia, since 
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1896, was born in 1854 in Harrison 
County, Virginia, now West Virginia, 
and is a son of Benjamin and Elizabeth 
(Bailey) McWilliams. The McWill¬ 
iams family originated in Ireland, 
from which country came John Mc¬ 
Williams and wife, grandparents, in 
the early part of the 19th century. 
They located as pioneers in the Shen¬ 
andoah Valley. Benjamin McWill¬ 
iams removed thence to Taylor County 
about 1845. Frior to the Civil War, 
he was a railroad man. In that con¬ 
flict he entered the service of the 
United States government under Cap¬ 
tain Ransom, as brigade wagon- 
ma.ster, and was killed in 1863, aged 

35 years. His wife was a 
daughter of Thornbury Bailey, of 
Virginia, and her death took place 
some years since. The surviving mem¬ 
bers of the family, aside from our sub¬ 
ject, are: Hezekiah B., a locomotive 
engineer in Texas; and Agnes, wife 
of C. P. Sincel, of Grafton, Tavlor 
County, West Virginia. 

Mr. McWilliams entered into an 
active business life while still young, 
beginning as a clerk for the Baltimore 
& Ohio Railroad, at Piedmont, West 
\"irginia, where he remained .some 
years and later followed railroad con¬ 
tracting in the West. In 1887 he lo¬ 
cated at Huntington and was there en¬ 


gaged in the clothing business until 
1890, under the Arm name of H. B. 
McWilliams & Company. In 1896 lie 
was elected to his present position 
after two years of service as city clerk. 

In 1875 McWilliams married 
Elma V. I.x)ck, daughter of John 
Lock of Taylor County, West Vir¬ 
ginia, and they have reared a family 
of eight children. Their pleasant 
family residence is situated on the 
suburban neutral strip near Hunting- 
ton. They belong to the Congre¬ 
gational Church. Fraternally, Mr. 
McWilliams is associated with the 
Odd Fellows, National Union and 
Elks. 


MILLARD F. GIESEY, a well 

known architect of the city of Wheel¬ 
ing, West Virginia, is a member of the 
firm of Giesey & Faris, a partnership 
that had its beginning in 1899. He 
was bom in Wheeling, September 9, 
1856, and is a son of Valentine and 
Adeline Giesey. 

Valentine Giesey, who is still liv¬ 
ing, was born in Westmoreland Coun¬ 
tv, Pennsvlvania. His wife was bom 
in Maryland, and died in 1892. They 
became the parents of the following 
nine children; Millard F.; Charles E., 
deceased; W'illiam H., a carpenter re- 
.siding in Wheeling; Marj' E., wife of 
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Harry Turner, an engineer in the glass 
plant at Bridgeport; James H., of 
Wheeling; Edward, a carpenter of 
Wheeling; John L., a contractor of 
Wheeling; Thomas G., a bricklayer of 
Steubenville, Ohio; and Albert V., a 
carpenter who makes his home in 
Wheeling. 

Millard F. Giesey attended the pub¬ 
lic schools of his native city, and then 
pursued the study of architecture at 
home. He practiced his profession for 
six years, and designed a number of 
fine buildings in Wheeling and through- | 
out the State. In July, 1899, he formed . 
a partnership with F. F. Paris, who i 
bears an excellent reputation as an , 

j 

architect, and the firm of Giesey & , 
Paris has been a prosperous one from 
its beginning. They have offices at 
Nos. II and 12 Masonic Temple, and 
command a high class of patronage. 

Mr. Giesey was joined in marriage, 
on May 22, 1879, with Margaret E. 
Me Adam, who was born September 25, 
1859, and is a daughter of James and 
Alice V. McAdam. Pour children have 
been born to them, one of whom is liv¬ 
ing, Earl M., who was born Novem¬ 
ber 29, 1884. They are members of 
the Fourth Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Mr. Giesey is a member of 
W^heeling Lodge, No. 9, I. O. O. F.; 
Wheeling Lodge, No. 4, A. F. & A. 


M. ; W’heeling Union Chapter, No. i, 
R. A. M.; Cyrene Commandery, No. 
7, K. T.; and Osiris Temple, A. A. O. 

N. M. S. In politics, the subject of this 
sketch supports the Republican party. 



WILLIAM A. HESLEH. M. D. 

WTLLIAM A. HESLEP, M. D., 

a prominent physician of St. Albans, 
Kanawha County, West X’irgina, was 
born in Raleigh County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, August 31, 1857, and 
is a son of Alexander Jackson and 
Mary E. (Ross) Helsq), lK)th natives 
of Virginia. 

Alexander Jackson Heslep was a 
well known citizen of Raleigh County 
where he followed the carpenter trade 
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through all his active life. In 1868 he 
moved to Fayette County and resided 
there until his death, in 1883, at the age 
of 65 years. His widow, a native of 
Montgomery County, Virginia, sur¬ 
vived him some years, dying in 1899, 
aged 72. She was a member of the 
Methodist Church. 

Dr. Heslep was the eldest son of his 
parents' family of seven children. He 
was educated in the schools of his na¬ 
tive locality and under his father’s in- 
struction became a skilled carpenter, 
working at the trade some 18 years. 
In bovhood he had cherished the ambi- 
tion of becoming a physician and the 
inclination continued with him through 
all his early manhood. Finallv he de- 
cided to enter upon the study of medi¬ 
cine, settling to it seriously in 1888. 
In I So I he matriculated at \’anderbilt 
University at Nashville, Tennessee, and 
he was there graduated in 1892, with 
his medical degree. Dr. Heslep lo¬ 
cated first for practice at Fayetteville, 
removed then to Gauley Bridge and 
continued there for five vears, succeed- 
ing very satisfactorily in his profes¬ 
sion. Since March, 1898, he has been 
located at St. Albans and there com¬ 
mands a g(K)d share of public patronage 
and has become widely known for his 
careful studv of his cases. 

In 1S82 Dr. Heslep married Cora 


A. Mahood, who was born in Giles 
County, Virginia, and three children 
have been born to them, namely: John 
Kenneth, Marjorie Cora and Frank 
Wysor. Politically, the Doctor is a 
stanch Democrat. He belongs to La¬ 
fayette Lodge, No. 57, A. F. & A. M., 
and Ivanhoe Lodge, No. 71, K. of P., 
of St. Albans, West Virginia. He is 
also a valued member of the Kanawha 
Medical Association. The religious 
connection of the family is with the 
Baptist Church. 



HON. GEORGE C. STURGISS. 

HON. (lEORCiE C. STURGISS. 

who for many vears has l^een one of 
West X’irginia’s best known and most 
popular men, is a lawyer who has at- 
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tained high distinction in his profes¬ 
sion and has freciuenlly been called to 
fill offices of public trust. He resides 
in Morgantown and has always taken 
a deep interest in the growth and de¬ 
velopment of that community. 

George C. Sturgiss was born at Po¬ 
land, Mahoning County, Ohio, August 
i6, 1842, and is a son of Rev. A. G. 
Sturgiss, who was a minister of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Rev. A. 
G. Sturgiss was united in marriage 
with Sabra L, Miner, by whom he had 
three sons, namely: Joseph, W.; 
George C.; and Alfred G. George 
C. Sturgiss was named for the Rev. 
George Cookman, a distinguished min¬ 
ister of the Gospel, who went down on 
the ill-fated steamer ‘‘President,'' in 
1841. 

George C. Sturgiss was but three 
years of age when his father died, and 
at the age of 11 years he started out to 
make his wav in the world. He went 
to Monongalia County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, to visit friends in 1859 
and located at Morgantown. He at¬ 
tended Monongalia Academy for two 
years, and soon thereafter took up the 
study of the law under Waitman T. 
Willev, then a member of the U. S. 

m * 

Senate. He was admitted to the bar. 
May II , 1864, and at once entered up¬ 
on the practice of his chosen profession, 


forming a partnership with Ralph L. 
Berkshire, later a judge of the Supreme 
Court of Appeals. Being a diligent 
student and attentive to business, he 
was not long in building up a lucrative 
practice. On Septeml:)er 22, 1863, he 
was married to Sabra J. Vance, daugh¬ 
ter of Col. Addison S. Vance. During 
1864-65, he was paymaster's clerk in 
the United States Army, and the fol¬ 
lowing year served as first superinten¬ 
dent of free schools of Monongalia 
County, and was elected to a second 
term. During his administration he 
placed the free school system in that 
county on a firm basis. He served three 
consecutive terms in the House of Dele¬ 
gates of West Virginia, and never were 
his constituents more ably served in 
that body. Ex-Governor Atkinson, in 
his interesting work entitled “Promi¬ 
nent Men of West Virginia," says of 
him: “The writer, who was a legisla¬ 
tive reporter for the years in which Mr. 
Sturgiss was a member of the Legis¬ 
lature, remembers him as a young man 
of high personal character, attentive to 
his duties and very able in discharge of 
them. He was beyond question one of 
the most formidable and forceful mem¬ 
bers of those sessions.'' 

In 1872, Mr. Sturgiss was elected 
prosecuting attorney of Monongalia 
County, and was re-elected to the same 



550 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


office in 1876, serving for eight con¬ 
secutive years. In 1880, he was nom¬ 
inated by acclamation as candidate for 
Governor by the Rq^ublican conven¬ 
tion, and although defeated he ran far 
ahead of his ticket in many counties. 
He is a man of personal magnetism, 
a clear forcible speaker, and possessed 
of no mean ability as an orator, and in 
his canvass of the State made many 
lasting friends. In 1889 he was ap¬ 
pointed by President Harrison to the 
responsible and trying position of dis¬ 
trict attorney for the District of West 
Virginia, an office which for a quarter 

of a century had been filled by men of 

* 

recognized ability in the legal profes¬ 
sion. Mr. Sturgiss, in the onerous du¬ 
ties that fell upon him, measured up 
to the high standard of his predecessors 
and proved himself ecpial in all respects 
to the rquirements of the position. 

He financed and rebuilt the West 
Virginia Northern Railroad from Tun- 
nelton to Kingwood in 1897, and in 
1899 and 1900 built the Morgantown 
& Kingwood Railroad from Morgan¬ 
town to Masontown with a branch to 
the Fulmer mines (being president of 
both companies), in all of which work 
he was ably seconded by J. Ami Martin 
as vice-president and general superin¬ 
tendent. He is a large stcKkholder and 
director in the many industrial enter¬ 


prises on the line of the latter road, in¬ 
cluding Sand & Stone Company, Tin 
Plate Mill, Aluminum Coating Com¬ 
pany, Prism Plate Glass Company, 
Planing Mill, Mirror Company, and is 
secretary and director of the Union 
Utility Company, controlling the water, 
gas, electric light and street car lines 
of Morgantown, and is a director in 
two of the banking institutions of that 
city. 

He was for 12 years secretary of 
the board of regents of the State Uni¬ 
versity and for four years president of 
the board, and made the contracts for 
the purchase of the agricultural station 
farm and building, the library. Armory 
and Mechanical Hall, the finest build¬ 
ings in the group of buildings of the 
University, involving a cost including 
the additional land purchased, of over a 
quarter of a million dollars. The lands 
purchased quadrupled in value within 
four years. He heartily seconde<l the 
progressi\'e and able administration of 
Dr. Jerome Hall Raymond, president 
of the University, and during the four 
years in which they were associated the 
attendance double<l, many new depart¬ 
ments were added and the University 
acquired a standing and influence in 
university circles never before ap¬ 
proached. 

He is a member of the Methodist 
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Episcopal Church, which has received 
many benefactions from him and his 
excellent wife. He is chairman of the 
board of trustees now building a new 
church that will cost when completed 
over $100,000. 

He is now the owner and controll 
ing spirit of the Morgantozini Post, the 
leading daily and weekly Republican 
paper in the Monongahela Valley, and 
is identified with every movement look¬ 
ing to the advance of the material pros¬ 
perity of the city and valley where he 
has spent over 40 years of his life. 



CHARLES R. McNUTT. 

CHARLES R. McNUTT, one of 
the leading attorneys and successful 
business citizens of Princeton, West 


Virginia, was born in 1854 at Prince¬ 
ton, and is a son of Dr. Robert Blaine 
and Ellen E. (Peck) McNutt. 

The McNutt familv is of Scotch- 

Irish descent and John McNutt, the 

earliest known ancestor, was a native 

and resident of Scotland. A part of 

the family removed to County Donegal, 

Ireland, and from that i)oint a John 

McNutt, son of Alexander and Jane 

McNutt, emigrated in 1745 and settled 

in Orange (now Rockbridge) County, 

Virginia, on the North River. John 

McNutt married Katherine Anderson, 

and their son William was born April 

16, 1774. In 1806 the latter married 

♦ 

Elizabeth Grigsby, born March 10, 
1776 and they lived in Rockbridge 
County where he was a man highly 
regarded and a ruling elder in the 
Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. Rol>ert Blaine McNutt, the 
father of our subject, was born Febru¬ 
ary 19, 1814, and died in 1894. He 
was one of the best known and most 
respected men of his section, and for 
years was the only physician accessible 

to Mercer and McDowell counties. He 

« 

silent a few years at Blacksburg, Vir¬ 
ginia, after graduating at Richmond 
College. Many leading families of Vir¬ 
ginia—the Grigsbys, the Glasgows, the 
McCorkles and the Greenless—were 
his kindred and Governor McNutt of 
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Mississippi belonged to the same stock. 
The mother of our subject was lx)rn in 
Giles County, Virginia, a daughter of 
John Peck, a stanch W hig and man of 
affairs in his locality. Five children 
were l)orn to Dr. and Mrs. McNutt, 
namely: John W'., a druggist of St. 



DR. ROBERT BLAINE McNUTT. 

Louis, Missouri, married Jennie Black; 
Dr. Joseph P., a physician at Princeton, 
married Jennie Adair; Josephine, born 
in 1S45, died in i86j; Charles R.; 
and Juanita, the wife of G. B. Sinclair 
of Charlottesville, Virginia. 

The subject of this sketch was 
reared in Mercer County and com|)leted 
his education at Emorv and Henrv Col- 
lejre. His studv of the law was with 
Capt. John A. Douglass at Princeton, 


Mercer County, and he was admitted 
to practice in 1889, l)eing for some 
time a partner of Captain Douglass. 
From 1873, ^2 years, he was in the 

county clerk’s office, six years as deputy 
and six vears as clerk. Mr. McNutt 
has so many business interests at pres¬ 
ent that he does not confine himself to 
the practice of his profession. He 
owns two fine farms near Princeton 
which he devotes to stock raising, and 
his home is one of the handsomest in 
Princeton. 

In 1883 McNutt married Em¬ 
ma B. Barnes, daughter of Rev. W’ill- 
iam H. Barnes, of the Methodist Epis¬ 
copal Church South. She was reared 
in the old and aristocratic city of Nor¬ 
folk, Virginia. The five children of 
this union are: Roberta, Williiim B., 
Charles R., Jr., Juanita, Joe Douglass, 
their ages ranging from 19 to 10 years, 
Mr. McNutt has been a lifelong Demo¬ 
crat, and, notwithstanding the fact that 
his county and State, in recent years, 
have l)ecome overwhelmingly Republi¬ 
can, he still adheres to his principles. 


HON. BENJAMIN STANTON, 

lawver and statesman, was born at 
Mount Pleasant, Ohio, June 4, 1809. 
and died at W’heeling, West \"irginia, 
June 2, 1872. 
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He was the only child of Elias 
Stanton and his wife Martha, who was 
a flaughter of William and Elizabeth 
Wilson. His parents were members 
of the Society of Friends, and their 
marriage contract, dated October 22, 
1807, is still in the possession of his 
family. I'he names of a large number 
of pioneer Ohio Friends and Quakers 
are subscril)ed to that contract, as wit¬ 
nesses, among them, David Stanton, 
who was the father of Hon. Edwin M. 
Stanton, and a cousin of Elias Stanton. 

Mr. Stanton’s childhood was si>ent 

on a farm near Mount Pleasant, and 

when a youth he first learned the trade 

of a tailor, and then studied law with 

Stokely & Marsh in Steubenville, Ohio. 

He married Nancv Davis at Mount 

¥ 

Pleasant, in January, 1830, and was 
admitted to practice law at Steubenville 
in the fall of 1833. April, 1834, he 
removed to Bellefontaine, Ohio, where 
he resided until he removed to W’est 
Virginia in 1866. Hon. William Law¬ 
rence (L". S. Comptroller of the Cur¬ 
rency), who was a contemporary of 
Mr. ,Stanton at Bellefontaine, says, in 
a sketch of Mr. Stanton’s life, that he 
was the leading lawyer in that part of 
Ohio for 25 years prior to 1866. In 
1841, Mr. Stanton was elected to the 
Senate of Ohio, having prior to that 
time served as prosecuting attorney of 


his county. With other Whigs he re¬ 
signed his office as senator in the sum¬ 
mer of 1842 in order to break a quor¬ 
um in the Senate, and thus prevent a 
Democratic gerrymander of the State, 
and his course was approved by his re- 
election in the fall of 1842. In Janu¬ 
ary, 1851, he formed a law partnership 
with C. W. B. Allison, under the firm 
name of Stanton & Allison, which con¬ 
tinued until his death. In the year 
1850, he was a member of the conven¬ 
tion that framed the Ohio Constitu¬ 
tion, and he was also chosen to repre¬ 
sent the Eighth Congressional District 
of Ohio in the 32nd Congress. He was 
not a member of the next Congress, 
but was re-elected in 1854, and served 
through successive re-elections until 
the close of the thirtv-sixth Con- 
gress on the 4th of March, 1861. 
He was, during the 35th Congress, ap- 
|X>inted one of the regents of the Smith¬ 
sonian Institution and was chosen 
chairman of the committee on military 
affairs during the last Congress before 
the War of the Rel)ellion. The records 
of Congress, while he was a member, 
show that he took an active part in the 
stirring debates prior to the war, and 
that he was one of the Repul)lican lead¬ 
ers in the House of Representatives. 
In i860, he was strongly supported for 
Imited States Senator from Ohio, but 
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the choice fell to Hon. John Sherman, 
who thereafter served so long and em¬ 
inently in that capacity as to be known 
wherever the Senate is known. Mr. 
Stanton received the unsought Repub¬ 
lican nomination for Lieutenant Gov¬ 
ernor of Ohio in 1862, and was elected 
on the same ticket with David Tod for 
Governor, serving two years. 

At the close of the war, a majority 
of the able lawyers of the State of 
W'est \"irginia were prevented from 
j)racticing their profession l:)ecause they 
could not take the “test oath” (that 
they had not borne arms against he 
Ignited States or aided or supix)rted 
the Confederate cause), and Mr. Stan¬ 
ton and his partner determined to re¬ 
move to this State where professional 
abilitv was in demand and where there 
was a wide field for legal practice in 
Inisiness involving greater amounts 
ircneral'v than the business in their i)of- 
tioii of Ohio. Accordingly, in the 
■spring of iiS66, the firm of StanUm tS: 
. .\lht.on opened an office in Martinsburg 
in charsre of Mr. Stanton, an<l another 
voffice in Wheeling, in charge of Mr. 
Allison. In the spring of 1867, the 
Martinslmrg office was closed, and 
thereafter the meml>ers of the firm con- 
liniiefl together at Wheeling. The first 
five volumes of the decisions of the Su¬ 
preme Court of W'est \'irginia show 


that during the time that Mr. Stanton 
practiced law in West Virginia he was 
of counsel in a larger number of cases 
in that court than any lawyer in the 
State, and he was also of counsel in 
nearly every case that went to the Su¬ 
preme Court of the United States from 
this State during that period. 

In the aforesaid sketch, Judge 
Lawrence says: “P'or native ability 
and power in debate, Mr. Stanton has 
rarelv been excelled in Ohio, or in- 
deed in the nation.” In an editorial 
after Mr. Stanton’s death, the Toledo 
Commercial said: “Mr. Stanton was 
not only a man of very strong intellec¬ 
tual powers, with extensive knowledge 
ui)on all questions of public interest, 
but his reputation for honesty and fidel¬ 
ity in the discharge of official duties 
was above even the taint of suspicion.” 
A long editorial on the death of Mr. 
Stanton in the IT heeling Daily Reg- 
ister of June 4, 1872, includes the fol¬ 
lowing: “He was a fine advocate, one 
of the best that has ever spoken at the 
bar in this county, and all his speeches, 
whether in court or in the political fc»r- 
um, were marked by a clearness (»f 
statement and an apparent earnestne>s 
and sincerity and honesty of purjxise 
that rendered them unusually effective. 
He took an active part in whatever Cf>n- 
cerned the public welfare and was al- 
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ways ready to devote his time and labor 
to the discharge of whatever duty his 
fellow citizens imposed upon him. It 
has been our fortune to differ with him, 
both politically and upon many ques¬ 
tions of local importance, and to know 
how great an influence he wielded and 
what a strong hold he had upon the 
public mind. His private character 
was above reproach. He has l^een for 
manv vears a member of the Methodist 
Church and in all the social relations 
of life has enjoyed the warm friendship 
of all who knew him. Kind hearted, 
generous, affable and courteous, he had 
attached to himself hosts of friends and 
was admired no less for his brilliant 
talents than for his estimable qualities 
as a man. The death of such a man 
is always a public calamity, and we feel 
sure that we but express the sentiment 
of the entire community when we say 
that without distinction or exception 
the citizens of Wheeling mourn his 
death. From the midst of his activity 
and his usefulness he has passed away, 
leaving behind him the perfume of a 
well spent life and the commendation 
of his fellow men.’^ 

Mr. Stanton left surviving him a 
widow, who died ^lay i6, 1886, a 
daughter of Mrs. Mary Stanton Alli¬ 
son (the wife of his law partner), who 
<lied Octol)er 13, 1899, and two sons, 


James D. and Frank, who still reside 
in Wheeling. 2\nother son (Capt. 
Alexander H. Stanton) had died short¬ 
ly before his father’s demise, leaving 
a widow and one son (Edwin L.), who 
are still living. 



RT. REV. DANIEL OXONNER. 

RT. REV. DANIEL O’COXXER, 

pastor of the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception, at Clarksburg, Harrison 
County, West Virginia, was born 
March 27, 1833. in St. Johns, New 
Brunswick, and is a son of Bernard and 
Sally (McLaughlin) O’Conner, who 
came to the United States in 1840. 
They located at Hancock. Morgan 
County, Virginia, now West Virginia, 
where they lived until 1841 and then re¬ 
moved to Doe Cully Tunnell, Morgan 
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County, and in 1846 to Mount Savage, 
in Alleghany County. In 1852 they 
located near Fairmont. They died at 

Parkersburg, the father in 1870, and 
the mother in 1865, and lx)th are buried 
there. 

leather O'Conner was educated at 
St. Charles College, near Ellicott City, 
Howard County, Maryland, l)eing one 
of its first students, and is the only 
clergyman of his class still surviving. 
He remained at St. Charles from 1848 
to 1854 and then spent one year at St. 
Mary's Seminary of St. Sulpice at Bal¬ 
timore, the oldest Catholic theological 
school in the United States, this being 
succeeded by two years at St. Vincent’s 
Seminary at Wheeling. Two years 
were then spent at Mount St. Mary's of 
the West Seminary, Cincinnati, Ohio; 
ui)on his return to Wheeling he was or¬ 
dained on September 4, 1859, by Bishop 
R. V. Whelan. His first work was in 
the mission at Parkersburg, from Sep¬ 
tember, 1859, to 1861, in the latter year 
being put in charge of the parish at 
M'eston, with parochial duties covering 
a very wide territory. On February 
14, 1864, he was removed to Clarks¬ 
burg. 

Prior to locating in Clarksburg, 
Father O'Conner had built a small 
church at Sand Fork, Lewis County, 
West Virginia. Although his new 


field was filled with difficulties, he en¬ 
tered upon his duties confident of suc¬ 
cess. Prior to the establishment of the 
present church, monthly mass was said 
in the homes of sev^eral devoted parish- 
oners. In the summer of 1864 work 
was commenced on the present beauti¬ 
ful church edifice. It is located on one 
of the most desirable sites, on the east 
side of Elk Creek, on Pike street. The 
church and grounds cost about $12,000. 
and the building was completed in 1865. 
In 1866 the first Catholic school was 
started in the city by this indefatigable 
pastor, and, with the willing assistance 
of those closely attached to him, a fine 
parochial school followed, supplement¬ 
ed with an academy which still nour¬ 
ishes, second to none in the State. 

Father O'Conner has never ceased 
his lalxjrs in the direction of the im¬ 
provement of the church projjerty and 
the advancement of his i)eople in educa¬ 
tion and religious life. In 1902 many 
improvenemts were made to the Church 
of the Immaculate Conception, it hav¬ 
ing l)ecome necessary to enlarge the 
seating capacity. Father O'Conner 
has proved himself a fine financier, a 
splendid organizer and is a man who 
not only is beloved and ol)eyed by his 
own parish, but has also gained the 
very highest measure of esteem in the 
communitv. 
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HON. COLONEL ELLSWORTH RUOESILL. 


HON. COLONEL ELLS¬ 
WORTH RUDESILL, member of 
the House of Delegates of the West 
Virginia Legislature from Kanawha 
County, a prominent merchant of 
Charleston, of which city he is the 
present mayor, and the senior member 
of the firm of Ruclesill & Meade, deal¬ 
ers both wholesale and retail in fine 
imported and domestic china and glass¬ 
ware, was born in Akron, Ohio. His 
parents, C. J. and Frances (Bentley) 
Rudesill, were also born in Ohio. C. J. 
Rudesill is a prominent resident of 
Shandon, Ohio. 

Colonel Ellsworth Rudesill at¬ 


tended the common and high schools of 
his native place and then took a busi¬ 
ness course in a commercial college. 
He later accepted a clerical position 
with the Upson Coal Company, of 
Shawnee, Ohio, with whom he re¬ 
mained one year, and then engaged in 
a music business with Hamilton 

I 

‘ Brothers, of Springfield, Ohio. In 
1884, in association with his father, he 
embarked in a crockery and queens- 

I ware business at Gallipolis, Ohio, un¬ 
der the firm style of C. J. Rudesill & 
Son, which partnership continued in 
that town for about four years. In 
1889 they removed to Charleston, and 
established a successful business in the 
same line, which continued until 1901, 
when the senior member retired from 
this firm and C. H. Meade was admit¬ 
ted to partnership. This house is one 
of the largest of its kind in the State, 
and the stock carried is complete in 
every particular. The business is lo¬ 
cated at No. 65 Capitol street, where 

the three-storv structure is fitted with 

* 

all modern improvements and conven¬ 
iences. The dimensions of the building 
are 30 by 100 feet with basement; a 
stock room at No. 67 Capitol street is 
made use of in the growing wholesale 
business. 

Mr. Rudesill has been a prominent 
member of the Republican party for 
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a nunil^er of years, and since the fall 
of 1900 has ably represented Ka¬ 
nawha County as a member of the 
House of Delegates. He was the Re¬ 
publican candidate for mayor of 
Charleston, at the city election held 
March 9, 1903, and was elected. He 
has filled a number of responsible State 
offices and is director of the Asylum 
for Incurables, at Huntington, West 
\^irginia. Fraternally he is associated 
with the Knights of Pythias and the 



JAME3 C. LAMBERT. 

TAMF.S E. LAMBERT, manager 
of the company store of the Crozier 
Coal & Coke Company, at Elkhorn, 
McDowell Cininty, West Mrginia, was 


born in 1872 in Philadelphia, Pennsyl¬ 
vania. He is a son of Louis and Ad- 
rianna A. (Martin) Lambert, the form¬ 
er of whom was born in the Isle of St. 
Kitts, France, and died in 1898, aged 
72 years. For many years he was a 
successful merchant but had lived a re¬ 
tired life for some time before his death. 
His wife was lx)rn in Philadeli)hia, 
and died in 1898, aged 56 years. Both 
parents were consistent members of the 
Roman Catholic Church. They reared 
a family of six sons and six daughters. 

James E. Lamljert secured an ex¬ 
cellent education in the public schools 
of Philadelphia. In 1898 he became a 
clerk for the Norfolk & Western Rail¬ 
way Company at Bluefield, W’est \"ir- 
ginia, and six months later entered the 
employ of the Xunan & Carr Lumber 
Company, as manager at \'ivian, re¬ 
maining in that connection four vears. 
He then went for the same firm in the 
same capacity to Tug River, McDowell 
County, and remained there about one 
year, accepting then his present posi¬ 
tion as manager of the company store 
for the Crozier Coal & Coke Company 
at Elkhorn. Mr. Laml)ert has proved 
his capacity in every fK)sition he has 
held, and enjoys the ccnifidence of his 
employers. In politics he is independ¬ 
ent. Religiously he Mongs to the 
Roman Catholic Church. 
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HON. JOHN W. ENGLISH. 


IlOX. JOHN W. EX('.LISH, 

who for a miiiiher of years was a mem- 
I'.er of the Supreme Court of Appeals 
of W'est \"irginia, and who is now a j 
kadinv^ ineniber of the bar, in practice 
at Point Pleasant, Mason Countv, was 
Ix^rn in 1*^33 in Jackson County, Vir¬ 
ginia, now West ^b’rginia. 

Job F.nglisli, his father, was of 
English origin and a native of AMrgin- 
ia. He married Marv Warth, who was 
a daugliter of John W'arth, who was 
the oldest magistrate in Jackscm Coun¬ 
ty. and who, according to the then 
reading of the law, became the first 
sheriff. It was at his house that the 


first session of court was held. Dur¬ 
ing the late ‘^thirties/’ Job English 
wife settled in Kanawha County, Vir¬ 
ginia, now West V^irginia. He was a 
meml)er (jf the great salt manufactur¬ 
ing firm of English & Warth, in the 
Kanawha \ alley. For a number of 
years he rej)resented and was emploved 
by the Kanawha Salt Company, who 
made large shipments of their product 
down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers 
bv wav of tlatboats. Mr. English was 
a trusted and experienced business 
man. Both he and his wife made the 
Kanawha \'alley their home thnjugh 
life. 

It was in this home that Judge 
English spent his days from childhood 
to manhood. He obtained his i)rimary 
education at Malden, and at the age (^f 
16 years was placed in the Illinois Uni¬ 
versity, at Jacksonville, where he re¬ 
mained and com])leted a five-years’ 
course in the classics. In 1S33 he be¬ 
gan the study of law under private pre¬ 
ceptors, lawyers, thus gaining a prac¬ 
tical and useful experience. After two 
vears of studv he was admitted to the 

• 9 

Aurginia bar, locating at Point Pleas¬ 
ant after receiving his license. There 
he formed a partnership with Henry 

J. Fisher, which continued until the 

I 

opening of the Civil War. Judge En¬ 
glish continued his private practice un- 
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til 1889, appearing before the courts of 
Mason and adjacent counties, but in the 
fall election of 1888 as the Democratic 
candidate he was chosen a member of 
the Supreme Court of Appeals, for a 
teiTn of 12 years. His success was a 
flattering one and he t(K)k his seat on 
the bench in January, 1889. The close 
of his judicial administration found 
him a popular jurist and he has car¬ 
ried that approbation of the public with 
him into his private practice. 

In 1862 Judge English was mar¬ 
ried to Fannv C. Lewis of Mason 
County, West X^irginia. 



THOMAS CONDIT MILLER. 

THOMAS CONDIT MILLER, 

State Su|)erintendent of h'ree Schools 
of West \ irginia, and editor of the 


IFcst Virginia School Journal, is one 
of the leading educators of the State 
and a man of scholarly attainments as 
well as of good business capacity. I^ro- 
fessor Miller was born at Fairmont, 
\"irginia, now West Virginia, July 19, 
1848, and is a son of William E. and 
Nancy J. Miller, residents of Fairmont, 
lx)th of whom yet survive. 

Our subject received his early edu¬ 
cational training in private schools in 
his vicinity, and under the inspiring 
teaching of Dr. W'illiam R. White, who 
afterward l^ecame the first State Super¬ 
intendent of Free Schools; but the 
troubles incident to the Civil W ar in¬ 
terrupted his schooling, and in the last 
year of the war, when only 16, he en¬ 
listed for service in Company E, 7th 
Reg., W'est X'irginia Vol. Inf., and 
served as sergeant until July 10, 1865, 
when he was honorably discharged. 
He then resumed his studies and alter¬ 
nated the same with teaching, ui)on 
which work he entered in Xoveml)er, 
1867. After its organization, Profes¬ 
sor Miller became a student at the Fair¬ 
mont State Normal School, where he 
continued until 1873, completing the 
prescriljed course under Dr. J. G. 
Blair, a most helpful instructor, and 
having spent one year under Prof. J. C. 
(iilchrist. who had graduated at Anti¬ 
och C(dlege, under Horace Mann. He 
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als<j sj^ent a year at Adrian College, 
Michigan, but was compelled on ac¬ 
count of ill health to leave c< allege in the 
junior year. 

Professijr Miller held the position 
of principal of the Fairmont High 
School for a period of 21 consecutive 
years, and his devotion t<i the interests 
of his home town were much appreciat¬ 
ed and became widely known, for many 
and tempting offers were made him 
from various parts of the State an I 
from other States. In 1893 accepted 
the position of principal of the prepara¬ 
tory department of the State Universi¬ 
ty, and later he was also appointed to 
fill the chair of pedagogy' in the same ■ 
institution, his active interest in teach- 

I 

ing showing him the need of instruc¬ 
tion to students in this important | 
branch. Until chosen to his present 
position, in 1900, he most efficiently 
discharged the duties of lx)th positions. 
He is popular as an institute lecturer 
and has proliably addressed as many ed¬ 
ucational gatherings of this kind as any' 
one in the State. He has also visited 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, 
Ohio and Kentucky in this capacity. 
For the second time in the history of 
the State, the Fairmont State X'ormal 
School has one of its alumni as State 
Superintendent, Hon. B, L. Butcher 


sharing this honor with Professor Mil¬ 
ler, both being most higlily valucvl 
members of that body. 

Professctr Miller is a meml^r of 
Meatle Post, Xo. 6, Grand Anny of the 
Republic, and has sened as assistant 
adjutant general and assistant quarter¬ 
master general of the Department of 
West V irginia for several years. It 
was mainly through his efforts that the 
monuments now’ standing in hoiu^r of 
the fallen heroes of this State, at the 
battle of (jettysburg, were erecteil. In 
church work he has also l>een promi¬ 
nent. In 1866 he became a niemlK'r i^f 
the Methodist Protestant Church, and 
ever since has devoted time and energy 
to the work of this religious Ixxly. Fi>r 
20 years he was superintendent of the 
Sunday-school and he has served as 
president of the State Sundav-sclux>l 
Association. In all his w ork he brings 
to bear years of mental training ami 
discipline, together with a wide educa¬ 
tional e.xperience. His methods are 
broad, progressive and liberal, and the 
honor in which he is held by the public 
is only’ equalled by the affectijm given 
him in private life. 

In 1876 Professor Miller married 
Drusilla C. Hamilton, daughter of Fl- 
mus and Louisa S, Hamilton, a promi¬ 
nent familv of Fairmont, and to this 
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union four children have l^een born: 
Archie H., Dwight E., Dana Paul and 
Pauline. 



JA.^13 R££D. 

JAMES REED, countv clerk of 
(day County, West \drginia, and en¬ 
gaged extensively in the mercantile and 
lumber business at Clav Court House, 
was lx)rn June S, 1S63, at Middlecreek, 
Clav' Countv. He is a son of Solomon 

m •' 

and Sarah ( Xeal) Reed, the latter of 
whom was a daughter of Jeremiah 
Neal, and of Dutch descent. 

Mr. Reed was reared and educated 
in Clay County, and has l)een engaged 
in mercantile ])ursuits and extensively 
interested in the luml>er business all his 


life. In politics he has ahvays been one 
of the active Republicans of his locality. 
On November 4, 1902, he was elected, 
for a six years tenn, county clerk of 
Clay County and has efficiently per¬ 
formed the duties of the office. He has 
also been a notary public for a long 
period. 

On December 27, 1888, Mr. Reed 
w'as united in marriage with Carrie 
Wdieeler, who is a daughter of Edward 
B. and Sarah tHamrick) Wheeler. 
They have two children,—lidward R., 
Ixmi March 15, 1891 ; and \^era, born 
November 15, 1895. "Hie family l>e- 
long to the Methodist Church. 

Fraternally Mr. Reed is an (^dd 
E'ellow, belonging to Pisgah Lodge, 
No. 180, of which he has lieen treas¬ 
urer for years. He is one of the honest, 
u])right and progressive men of his 
community and enjoys the esteem of 
all w ho know’ him. 

WIL 1 J.\M F. STIFEL, a mem¬ 
ber of the firm of J. L. Stifel & Sons, 
printers of calico, is one of the repre¬ 
sentative citizens of Wheeling. West 
Virginia. He was born in W’heeling, 
in 1840. and is a .son of J. L. Stifel. 

J. L. Stifel was born in Germany, 
, where he managed a print works for a 
I number of years. In 1834 he came to 
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the Gnited States, and after visiting 
several of the large cities located at 
W^heeling. He married Barbara Becht, 
who died in the “seventies.” Several 
children were born to them, among 
them one son and two daughters liv¬ 
ing in Pittsburg; George E., who is one 
of the large dry goods merchants of 
Wheeling; and William F. 

\\ illiam F. Stifel underwent his 
mental training at Linsly Institute, and 
at the age of 15 years entered his pres¬ 
ent business. His father established 
this business in 1835, and for many 
years it was located at Main and Ninth 
streets. Its present location is on the 
corner of Fourth and Main streets. 
The owners and proprietors of this 
business are William F. Stifel and his 
two nephews, Edward W, and Henry 
G. This firm employs alx)ut 50 people, 
and 70,000 scpiare feet of floor space 
are utilized in the plant, which is sup¬ 
plied with strictly modern and up-to- 
date machinery, and is operated by elec¬ 
tricity. The work is all done bv ma- 
chine and is developed by what is said 
to be the largest gas engine in the State. 
The grounds occupied by the plant are 
150 by 400 feet. The sale of the prod¬ 
uct of this extensive plant is conducted 
through leading commission centers, 
thus recjuiring but few traveling repre¬ 
sentatives. An immense business is 
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done each year, and the plant is well 
managed. Having learned the busi¬ 
ness at an early age, Mr. Stifel was 
fully competent to take charge of such 
an undertaking at the death of his fa¬ 
ther, which occurred in 1881, at the age 
of 74 years. Mr. Stifel is a man of 
much executive ability, and has met 
with a great deal of success. 

Mr. Stifel was united in marriage 
with Miss Schandein, of Philadelphia, 
and to them have been born two chil¬ 
dren, Arthur C., who is a student in 
the College of Textile Arts in Philadel¬ 
phia ; and h'lora, who is at home. Po¬ 
litically, Mr. Stifel is a Republican, but 
has never allowed his name to be con¬ 
sidered as a candidate for any office. 

mf 

His father was a strong Unionist and 
particii)ated in some of the early move¬ 
ments to maintain the Union. In re¬ 
ligions views, the family have always 
been Lutherans. 

Mr. Stifel is a member of the Board 
of Trade; a director in the Wheeling 
Steel & Iron Company; a director in 
both the ^Vheeling and Riverside pot¬ 
tery c(»mpanies: and a director in the- 
Wheeling it Belmont Bridge Company. 
He is president of the German Fire In¬ 
surance Company, of Wheeling, the 
leading concern of the kind in West 
Virginia. Mr. Stifel is a public spir¬ 
ited man, and takes an active and deep? 
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interest in all enterprises which tend 
to advance the prosperity of the city 
in which he lives. 



GRANT P. HALL. 

GRANT P. HALL, one of the 
prominent citizens and a leading attor¬ 
ney of Charleston, W'est Virginia, was 
born in Roane County, \\’est Virginia, 
December 21, 1865, his parents, Will¬ 
iam and Isabelle Hall, l)eing natives of 
Harrison and Monroe counties, respec¬ 
tive! v. 

Mr. Hall received his education in 
the common schools of his native coun- 
ty, supplemented by a normal course at 
the Ohio Weslev^an Hniversitv and 
Marshall College, Huntington, from 


which latter institution he was grad¬ 
uated with honor in 1889. Having 
fully qualified himself by his educa¬ 
tional training and having receiveil a 
teacher’s certificate, he began, at the 
early age of 16 years to teach country 
schools in Kanawha and Clay counties, 
and continued in this occupation until 
1893. He was then elected county su¬ 
perintendent of schools by 500 votes 
over J. B. Whittington, and served as 
such for two years. During his term 
in this capacity, he prepared himself 
for the legal profession. He was ad¬ 
mitted to the bar in 1895 imme¬ 
diately entered into practice. 

At the end of one year, during 
which period he gained an honorable 
position and lucrative business, his par¬ 
ty nominated him for clerk of the Cir¬ 
cuit Court of Kanawha County, to 
which position he was elected for a 
term of six years by more than 2,000 
votes over his Democratic opponent, 
thus attesting his great popularity and 
the high esteem in which he is held by 
the people. 

After his expiration of his term of 
office, Mr. Hall formed a partnership 
with Capt. S. B. Avis and the combina¬ 
tion is a strong one, making the ablest 
law firm in the Great Kanawha Valiev. 
For a number of vears he has taken 
a prominent part in politics and is chair- 
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man of the Republican Senatorial Com¬ 
mittee for the Kanawha district. 

On November 15, 1895, Mr. Hall 
was married to Anna Steel of Minne- 
ajxjlis, Minnesota, and these children 
have been born to this union: Lucille, 
Frank, Harry Avis, Grant P., Jr., and 
Helen S., deceased. Mr. Hall is fra¬ 
ternally associated with Glen Elk 
Lodge, I. O. O. F., and Kenka Lodge, 
Knights of Pythias. The Halls oc¬ 
cupy a pleasant and attractive home in 
Charleston and are held in high favor 
by many friends and accpiaintances. 



WILLIAM WELLINGTON HUGHES. 

WILLIAM WELLINGTON 
HL'GHES, member of the law firm of 
Rucker, Anderson & Hughes, and a 
well known citizen of Welch, Mc¬ 


Dowell County, West Virginia, was 
bom in Lewis County, West Virginia, 
in 1873. He is a son of Henry F. and 
Virginia (Hall) Hughes, both of 
whom were also born in what is now 
West Virginia. 

Henry F. Hughes was born in 
Lewis County in 1840, and is still en¬ 
gaged in farming in his native locality. 
During the Civil War, he served from 
1861 to 1865 as a member of the 39th 
Reg., Ohio Vol. Inf. In politics he 
is a Republican. In religious faith he 
is a Methodist. The mother of our 
subject was born in 1845 in Harrison 
County. Tliey had a fanaily of seven 
children born to-them, namely: Charles 
S., a minister of the Methodist Church, 
located at Wakefield, Nebraska; Mary 
B., wife of Homer Paugh, of Harrison 
County, West Virginia; Byron, de¬ 
ceased; William Wellington; Viola; 
Cora, deceased; and Alice. The family 
belong to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr. Hughes attended the local 
schools and then the West Virginia 
Conference Seminary, at Buckhannon, 
and later the West Virginia University 
at Morgantown. He engaged in teach¬ 
ing for four years and during one 
year was a teacher in the Weston High 
School. After completing his course 
at the University, where he received 
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his LL. B. degree, he 1 )egan the practice 
of the law at Weston, where he re¬ 
mained lo months. In June, 1901, he 
located at W'elch, associating himself 
with Edgar P. Rucker, ex-Attorney 
General of the State, and Luther C. 
Anderson, forming the firm of Rucker, 
Anderson & Hughes, a leading one in 
the locality. 

Tn politics Mr. Hughes is a Re¬ 
publican and takes an active interest 
in pul)lic matters. His ability is recog¬ 
nized and the firm to which he belongs 
is prominent in all the important liti¬ 
gation of the vicinity. 



COL. JOHN D. HEWITT. 

COL. JOHN 1 ). HEWTTT, a 

prominent coal operator of the Flat- 
'roj) field, residing at Brain well, Mercer 


County, is a gentleman widely known 
‘throughout West Virginia, and at the 
present time is on the staff of Gover¬ 
nor A. B. White. 

Colonel Hewitt was bom in Laii- 
castershire, England, but was a child 
when his parents moved to this country, 
and located in Pennsylvania, where his 
father engaged in coal mining. Our 
subject was reared in Pennsylvania and 
commenced work in the mines at the 
early age of 10 years. He continued 
to follow that occupation there until 
1885, in December of which year ht 
came to West Virginia. For six years 
prior to his removal he had conducted 
a wholesale and retail lumber and 
coal business, and in this state he 
started the Buckeve Coal & Coke 
Company, of which he is the president 
and general manager. The business 
of the company has steadily and rapid- 
Iv increased until it is one of the 
most important operating in the Flat- 
Top field. Mr. Stephenson of Roa¬ 
noke, \ irginia, is vice-president of the 
company, and his son, \\\ C. Stq)hen- 
son, is secretary and treasurer. The 
general offices of the concern are at 
Freeman, Mercer County, where is 
located the store conducted bv the 

0 

com])any. The Buckeye Coal & Coke 
Company has 1,000 acres of leased 
land near h'reeman, operates 180 
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ovens, and employs some 250 mai. 
In 1892, they commenced operating 
the Keystone, a more extensive plant, 
of 1600 acres and 300 ovens, where 
400 men are employed. The equip¬ 
ment at both places is of the best, 
four engines being used at Keystone 
and three at Freeman. The total out¬ 
put of lx)th colleries per annum ap¬ 
proximates 250,000 tons of coal and 
100,000 tons of coke. The Buckej^e 
Coal & Coke Company is a pioneer 
in the coke business in West Virginia, 
having built the first coke ovens in the 
State. 

^Jolonel Hewitt has always l^een a 
very active Republican, and since 1888 
hns been a member of the Republican 
State Committee. He served four 
years on (iovernor (ieorge W. Atkin¬ 
son’s staff, and is now a meml^er of 
the staff of Governor A. B. White. 
He was a delegate-at-large to the 
National Republican Convention at 
Minneapolis in 1892, and served tis 
the first mavor of Brain well, where 
his fine home is located. Fraternally 
he has been ecpially prominent. He 
was the first commander of Ivanhoe 
Commandry, No. 10, K. T., at Bram- 
well: and is a meml)er of Osiris 
Shrine Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S., of 
W’heeling; and W'est Virginia Con¬ 
sistory, No. I, of Wheeling. 


Colonel and Mrs. Hewitt are par¬ 
ents of the following children: Maud, 
a graduate of the W'oman’s College, 
Frederick, Maryland; Florence, at- 
tauls Bryn Mawr Woman’s College, 
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania; F. R., a 
practical anil thorough engineer in 
charge of the Buckeye plant, is a 
graduate of the University of Mor¬ 
gantown and is 22 years of age; J. 
D., Jr., is taking an engineering course 
in the Virginia Military Institute; 
Richard is attending Concord Norma! 
School; and J. S. is attending the 
Bramwell schools. Religiously, the 
family is of the Episcopal faith. 

JAMES F. McCASKEY, post¬ 
master of New Martinsville, and a fa¬ 
miliar and prominent figure in the pol¬ 
itics of Wetzel Countv, was born in 
New Martinsville, May i, 1869, and is 
a son of Capt. John and Elizabeth 
(McEldowney) McCaskey. 

Capt. John McCaskey, the father of 
Postmaster McCaskey, served in the 
(^ivil War with distinction as captain 
of Company C, 15th Reg., West Vir¬ 
ginia \'ol. Inf., enlisting as a lieuten¬ 
ant in 1862. By trade he was a gun¬ 
smith. In the “forties” he m#ved to 
New Martinsville from Fairview, Bea¬ 
ver County, Pennsylvania, where he 
was born, and for 18 years he served 
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as justice of the peace in New Mar¬ 
tinsville. His death occurred in 1882, 
at the age of 49 years. He married 
Elizabeth McEldowney, who was born 
in New Martinsville, and was a daugh¬ 
ter of Samuel and Mary (Cochran) 
McEldowney. She died in 1874, aged 
only 39 years. She was a member of 
the Methodist Church. The eight chil¬ 
dren horn to them were: Mary and 
Roberta, deceased; John S.; Margaret- 
ta, deceased, who was the wife of Les¬ 
lie J. Williams; Joseph R.; James F.; 
Francis, deceased; and Ambrose E. 

Mr. McCaskey received his educa¬ 
tion in the schools of New Martinsville 
and then entered into the butchering 
business with his brother John S. Mc¬ 
Caskey. He also was employed in an 
iron mill at Pittsburg and in one at Ben- 
wood. Early in life his fealty to the 
Republican party was shown and in 
1895-96 he was city marshal. On April 
I, 1898, he received his commission 
fnmi the late President McKinley as 
postmaster and was re-appointed 
March 4, 1902, by President Roosevelt. 
In this position he is capable, painstak¬ 
ing and obliging and is one of the most 
popular officials the city has ever had 
in this office. He is prominent in his 
party, is made a delegate to almost all 
its conventions and takes part in its 
councils. 


In 1890 Mr. McCaskey was mar¬ 
ried to Clara Sebar, who was born Au¬ 
gust 14, 1868, in Wheeling, being a 
daughter of John and Catherine (Kei- 
fer) Sebar. The three children of this 
union are: Justus E., Mildred A. and 
Catherine E. Mrs. McCaskey is a 
member of the Methodist Church. 
The family home is a handsome new 
residence on High street. 


DR. CHARLES A. WINGER- 

TER.—Among the names of those de¬ 
serving to be remembered in the annals 
of Wheeling, Ohio County, West Vir¬ 
ginia, is that of Dr. Charles A. Win- 
gerter, who died at his residence in that 
city on June 29, 1886, in his 48th year. 

Dr. Wingerter was born at Oppau, 
in the Bavarian Palatinate, July 29, 
1838, and removed to Wheeling with 
his father’s family in 1849. His edu¬ 
cation was obtained in the schools of 
Germany and of Wheeling. After the 
completion of his preliminary studies, 
he chose the profession of dental sur¬ 
gery, entering upon it in i860. He first 
became a student under Drs. Robertson 
and Orr, then of Wheeling, and re¬ 
mained with them two years. Ambi¬ 
tious to reach the highest degree of ex¬ 
cellence in his vocation, he followed up 
these practical studies and won his di¬ 
ploma at the Dental College of St, 
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Louis, then one of the leading institu¬ 
tions of the kind in this country. He 
went to Zanesville, Ohio, to begin the 
practice of his profession and remained 
there one year. Returning to Wheel¬ 
ing, he thenceforward made that city 
his home during his life. He met with 
success in his vocation from the start 
and became the leading dentist of 
Wheeling and vicinity. By his genial 
manners, kindness of heart and gen- 
erositv he ever won new friends and 
held them to him. His excellent busi¬ 
ness judgment and his interest in mu¬ 
nicipal affairs led his fellow citizens to 
elect him to the City Council repeat- 
edlv, and at the time of his death he 
was a leading meml:)er of the first 
branch of the municipal government. 
As a public officer, he was characterized 
by the same qualities that won him re¬ 
spect in every sphere of his busy life. 
Industry, intelligent judgment, fidelity 
to trust and the candid courage of clear 
convictions were the traits for which he 
was ever noted. 

Or. Wingerter was married in 1863 
to Elizal)eth White, a daughter of Mi¬ 
chael W'hite, of W’heeling. To them 
were bom nine children, five sons and 
four daughters, all of whom survive 
him. The sons are: Charles A., phys¬ 
ician and surgeon; I'erdinand, attor¬ 
ney-at-law: Adrian L., of the firm of 


Wells & Wingerter, wholesale and re¬ 
tail cigar merchants; John M., assistant 
ticket agent of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad Company; and W. Bernard, 
who is in the office of the Jewett Car 
Works at Newark, Ohio. The daugh¬ 
ters are: :\lrs. Kate W. Flaccus, wid¬ 
ow of Charles C. Flaccus, Anna, and 
Clara, all of whom live with their wid¬ 
owed mother; and Mary Regina, who 
is a member of the Sisterhood of St. 
Joseph in Wheeling. Dr. Wingerter 
accumulated considerable property dur¬ 
ing his life, all of which was selected 
with good judgment, as a result of 
which his estate has continued to in¬ 
crease in value under the careful man- 

I 

agement of his heirs. He was a direct¬ 
ing spirit in many business enterprises 
and was president of the Citizens’ Rail¬ 
way Company at the time of his death. 

If for no other reason, Dr. Win- 
gerter’s name would deserve remem¬ 
brance from the fact that he was the 
first one in this or neighlx)ring States 
to administer general anaesthetics. Dr. 
John Frissell, through the courtesy of 
his old and famous associates. Dr. Wil¬ 
lard I’arker and Dr. Alonzo Clark, of 
New York, witnessed the administra¬ 
tion of chloroform in New York in 
the first year of its use there. He re¬ 
turned at once to W^heeling, and en- 

i trusted to Dr. Wingerter the honor and 
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responsibility of administering chloro¬ 
form to an uncle of James McCourt- 
ney, who was obliged to undergo an 
operation on the arm. This operation 
by Dr. Frissell, successfully done with 
the assistance of Dr. Todd and the 
elder Hullihen, was followed by many 
others in which chloroform and ether 
were used. Dr. Wingerter was for 
many years the recognized expert and 
the preferred ansesthetizer because of 
his skill and judgment in the use of 
what were then new and humane but 
also fearful and dangerous agents. 



HON.CHARLES BROOKS HOARD. 

HOX. CHARLES BROOKS 

HOARD, whose death occurred al 
Ceredo. West X’irginia. on Xoveml)er 
20. 1886. was born at Springfield, \'er- 
niont. January 28, 1805. The fami¬ 


ly, according to its early records, is 
descended from Norman stock which 
accompanied William the Conqueror in 
his subjugation of England in the 
nth century; early in the 12th cen¬ 
tury it is known to have possessed large 
holdings in England, Wales and Ire¬ 
land. The American ancestor was a 
London banker who with his wife and 
children reached Boston, Massachu¬ 
setts, in 1635. soon after, 

his family removed to Braintree (now 
Quincy), Massachusetts, and there the 
widow died in 1661. 

In 1821, at the age of 16, Charles 
Brooks Hoard went to Antwerp, Xew 
York, where his older brothers had 
preceded him and were engaged in 
business. He was in the land office 
of Mr. Parish for some time at Parisli- 
ville, and then, having returned to Ant¬ 
werp, began to learn watch repairing: 
this business he mastered, after which 
he accepted a position in Mr. P’arish's 
land office at Antwerp. In 1828 he 
married Susan Heald, daughter of 
Daniel and Anna Heald. While with 
Mr. I^arish he was elected a justice of 
the i)eace, and was re-elected for sever¬ 
al vears after he was out of the land 
office. He also held the office of post¬ 
master at Antwerp under lK)th Jackson 
and A^anBuren. In 1837 he was elect¬ 
ed a member of the General Assembly 
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from Jefferson County, and during 
that-session (1837-38) the Legislature 
passed the celebrated “Safety Fund 
Banking Law,’’ which proved of in¬ 
estimable value to the people of the 
Empire State. The security for issu¬ 
ing bank bills under that law was based 
upon mortgages of unincumbered im¬ 
proved farming land at one-half its 
assessed value. He was the author of 
the mortgage feature in the bill and its 
operation was peculiarly beneficial to 
such farmers as possessed good un¬ 
mortgaged farms but needed ready 
cash for improving them. In 1843 he 
was elected county clerk of Jefferson 
County and moved his family to Wa¬ 
tertown in 18.^4. He discharged the 
duties of county clerk with entire ac¬ 
ceptability, introducing many needed 
reforms, which gave great satisfaction 
to members of the bar, and all who 
had business with the office. 

Soon after his term expired as coun¬ 
ty clerk, he with a Mr. Bradford en¬ 
gaged in the manufacture of portable 
steam engines, their plant being the 
pioneer factory for this class of en¬ 
gines. Mr. Hoard was a j)ersonal 
friend of Horace Greeley, dating from 
the time when Mr. Hoard was in the 
(ieneral Assembly of 1837. Mr. Gree- 
lev visited Watertown and there ex- 
amined the first engine which left the 


shop of Hoard & Bradford, a two- 
horsepower machine which furnished 
power for a neighlx)ring printing of¬ 
fice. On the occasion of Mr. Greeley’s 
visit, the proprietor was in the act of 
feeding his cylinder press. The great 
editor was delighted and in a letter 
written for the Tribune he gave the in¬ 
ventors a very flattering notice. That 
was the beginning of a business that 
proved the most remunerative of any 
yet started in that part of the State. 
After four years of partnership, Mr. 
Hoard bought Mr. Bradford’s interest 
and took his son into partnership. At 
the height of his business success, Mr, 
Hoard was elected a Representative of 
the 35th Congress from the 23rd Con¬ 
gressional District of New York and 
was re-elected to the 36th Congress by 
an increased majority. 

The Civil War coming on at this 
time greatly reduced the numl)er of 
orders for engines, l)ecause the South 
and the Mississippi Valley had from 
the start been the best sections for 
sales. As the business promised to be 
much less remunerative as long as the 
war lasted and perhaps for several 
vears after its close, Mr. Hoard turned 
his attention to some other article 
which would give employment to his 
skilled mechanics and keep in oi)eration 
his large works which then had spread 
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over several acres, full of the best ma¬ 
chinery money could buy. As a tem¬ 
porary matter he undertook a $i,ooo, 
ooo gun contract with the government, 
agreeing to manufacture 50 ,och:» 
Springfield rifles at $20 each. This 
contract proved extremely disastrous 
financially, and Mr. Hoard ceased to 
manufacture. He sold most of his 
splendid machinery to the Turkish 
government, but at such a loss as to 
use up nearly his entire fortune. 

Having discharged every financial 
claim upon him and without a single 
law suit, he l>egan to look around for 
some other business in which to repair 
his losses. After a winter spent in Mis¬ 
souri, where he had considerable land¬ 
ed interests, he removed, in 1868, to 
Ceredo, Wayne County, West Virgin¬ 
ia, at that time a town of al^out 125 
people where Eli Thayer had planted 
(in 1857-58) a small colony of New 
Englanders in carrying out his coloni¬ 
zation scheme, which had a conspicu¬ 
ous place in the political history of the 
country just before the Civil War. 
Thayer and his associates had bor¬ 
rowed a considerable amount of monev 
from Mr. Hoard, and mortgaged their 
town site and adjoining lands for sec¬ 
urity. The war practically obliterat¬ 
ed it as a colonization scheme, leav'- 
ing Mr. Hoard to realize what he could 


out of his securities. After investigat¬ 
ing the location and the mineral -and 
timber resources naturally tributary to 
the Ohio River in that section, he de¬ 
cided to remain and Ijend his efforts to 
building up the town. He made two 
efforts, in connection with parties in 
West Virginia and outside of the 
State, to build a 50-mile railroad from 
the river at Cereilo back to the coal 
deposits, some 25 miles distant. Sev¬ 
eral thousand dollars were expended, 
and a few miles of grading done, but 
lx)th efforts were unfortunate in l)eing 
so timed as to encounter financial pan- 
ics—the first in 1873, second 

in 1882-83. A leading idea in these 
efforts was that it would be an induce¬ 
ment for some railroad from the South 
seeking the Ohio River to join it and 
thus be advantageous to Ceredo. 'fins 
route is now occupied by a trunk rail¬ 
road. 

From this time on Mr. Hoard, on 
account of advancing years, became 
less active in business affairs, but was 
thrown more or less among the lead¬ 
ing men of his part of West Virginia 
and of Southern Ohio and Eastern 
Kentucky. He was recognized as a 
man of advanced ideas and of large 
ex])erience. He was generally respect¬ 
ed bv all classes. 

His two sons, Pitt Hoard, who 
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moved with his family from New York 
to Ceredo in 1876, and S. Floyd Hoard 
who removed to Ceredo in the fall of 
1871, are well known residents of 
Ceredo, having been associated with 
their father during his life, and togeth¬ 
er since his death, in the management 
of their landed interests in Ceredo and 
Wayne County. 



S. M. NEASE. 

S. M. NEASE, president of the 
Frank Glass Company of Wellsburg, 
Brooke County, ^\'est Virginia, and 
one of the town’s substantial and rep¬ 
resentative citizens, was born March 5, 
1868, in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and 
is a son of H. B. and Jane (McElroy) 
Nease, l)oth of whom were horn in 


Pennsylvania. The mother died May 
17,1899. 

The Nease familv is an old one on 
American soil and one member dis¬ 
tinguished himself in the War of the 
Revolution. Harman Nease, the great¬ 
grandfather, was Ijorn on the first isl¬ 
and in the Suscjuehanna River, below 

_ » 
Harrisburg. He learned the carpenter 

trade at Germantown. Pennsvlvania, 
and secured work on the repairing of 
h'ort Diujuesne, driving to Pittsburg 

with a four-horse team in order to 

/ 

reach his destination. He made Pitts¬ 
burg his home and there his son David 
was born and engaged for a long pe¬ 
riod in a sawmill business in combina¬ 
tion with boat building. Both David 
Nease and his father died in Allegheny 
Citv, Pennsvlvania, the latter at the 
age of 84 years and the former aged 
67 years. 

H. B. Nease, father of our subject, 
was born in Steubenville, Ohio, and 
for a long period was successfully en¬ 
gaged in an extensive lumber business 
in Pittsburg and at Saginaw, Miclr- 
gan. He now lives, retired from ac- 

o 

tivity, in Wellsburg and is financially 
interested in the glass business. His 
familv consisted of five children, name- 
ly: Clara, deceased: Mary Emma; 
David A., president of the Coal River 
Coal Comanpy: Anna Bell, wife of 
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Benjamin Moore of Chicago; and S. 
M., of this sketch. 

S. M. Nease spent his boyhood in 
the busy city of Pittsl)urg and there 
received an excellent education. His 
business instincts were developed with 
his father in the lumber business, and 
he did much traveling through Mich¬ 
igan in the interests of the same busi¬ 
ness. In 1899 he moved to Wellsburg 
to engage in the glass business, secur. 
ing a controlling interest in the Frank 
Glass Company, which was incorpor¬ 
ated in 1896, with Mr. Nease, presi¬ 
dent and treasurer (since 1892); M. 
D. Galbreath of Saline, Ohio, as secre¬ 
tary; and James Frank, of Wellsburg, 
vice-president and manager. They are 
the exclusive manufacturers of Mev- 
er's patent closure device for jars, etc., 
an arrangement by which the can can 
be made air-tight without the rubber 
coming in contact with the cemtents of 
the can. It is the only all-glass can in 
the market. The house makes a spe¬ 
cialty of preservers* and packers’ glass¬ 
ware. and they give employment to 
about 200 men. In the spring of 1903, 
the Nease-Meyer Glass Company was 
incorporated. It is planned to build 
a large factory at Weston, W’est Vir¬ 
ginia. which will l)e in operation by 
Septeml>er i, 1903. Employment will 
l)e given to al>:>ut 230 persons. 


On June 14, 1892, Mr. Nease was 
united in marriage with Katherine E. 
Perrine, of Pittsburg, and their two 
children are: Sarah Josephine and 
Samuel M., Jr. Mr. Nease has other 
business interests, one of these being 
the Monarch Iron & Steel Company 
of Parkersburg, of which corporation 
he is president. He is a young man 
of great business ability and is well 
and widelv known in his section of the 
State. 



FRANK LESLIE BEARDSLEY. 

F RANK LESLIE B E A RDS- 

LEV, attornev-at-law, coroner of 
Kanawha County, \\*est Virginia, and 
one of the most prominent and in- 
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fluential citizens of Charleston, was 
horn in Gallia County, Ohio, May 21, 
1864. He is a son of H. J. and Eliza 
(Roach) Beardsley, both of whom 
were natives of Ohio. The elder Mr. 
Beardsley followed farming in his na¬ 
tive State during the greater ix)rti()n 
of his life. Our subject's mother died 
in 1900. 

Frank I^slie Beardsley was reared 
in his native localitv, attended the com- 

' I 

mon schools and graduated with credit 
from the Gallipolis High School, in 
June, 1883, later taking a three- 

vear course in the Ohio Weslevan Uni- 

• ^ 

versity. He then began the study of 
the law with White & Holcomb, at 
Gallipolis and then entered the law de¬ 
partment of the University of Virgin- . 
ia, at Charlottesville. Remaining there , 
but one term, he then went to the Cin¬ 
cinnati Law School where he was 
graduated in 1S88. In the same vear 
he was admitted to the bar of Ohio 

I 

and practiced at Gallipolis until Janu¬ 
ary I, 1S89, when he removed to | 
Charleston, West Virginia. Since be¬ 
coming a resident of that city, Mr. 
Beardsley has enjoyed gratifying suc- 
ce'^s and follows a general line of prac¬ 
tice. In 1896 he was appointed coron¬ 
er of Kanawha Countv and is also the 

m 

efficient commissioner of accounts, re¬ 
ceiving both offices from the County 


Court. In politics Mr. Beardsley is 
a Republican. 

On the 16th of June, 1886, at Gal- 
liixdis. Ohio, Mr. Beardsley married 
Eliza S. Dove, who is a daughter of 
Col. David Dene, and a descendant of 
a highly res])ecte(i family of that lo¬ 
calitv. The four children l)orn to this 
union were: Julia D., Frances J., 
Elise, deceased, and David D. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Beardsley belong to the 
Kanawha Presbyterian Church. 



GEORGE ADA.V..S. 

GEORCiE .\D.\MS. who is immii- 
nently identified with various business 
enterprises of Wheeling, has Ijeen a 
resident of that citv since 18^2, and 
now makes his home at Pleasant V^al- 
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ley, a suburb of \Mieeling. He was 
born at Baltimore, Maryland, Septem¬ 
ber 13, 1834, and is a son of Philip 
Adams. 

The Adams family originally came 

from England and located in Maryland 

about 1695. Philip Adams died about 

1846, and his widow is now living, in 

♦ 

her 95th year, at St. Clairsville, Ohio, 
whither she moved with the family at 
the outbreak of the Civil War. They 
became the parents of nine children, 
two of whom died in infancy. One 
son, James P., resides in Wheeling, and 
is secretary of the Franklin Insurance 
Company of Wdieeling. 

George Adams was reared in Balti¬ 
more, and at an early age entered the 
employ of a large commission grain 
and produce house, with which he re¬ 
mained until 1857. It was while on a 
trip to Wheeling with a member of the 
.firm, in 1852, that he decided to locate 
there permanently. He embarked in 
the wholesale grocery and commission 
business on Main street in 1857. In 
1864 he organized the First National 
Bank of W heeling and l)ecame cashier 
and manager, George K. Wheat being 
president. The original directors were: 
Jacol) S. Rhodes, John L. Hobbs, Ches¬ 
ter D. Knox and John F. McDermott, 
all deceased; (ieewge Edwards, now of 
Marshall County, W'est \’irginia: j 


Jacob Hornbrook, John K. Botsford 
and George W. Franzheim, the last 
three named deceased; and George K. 
W^heat. Mr. Adams continued with 
the bank until 1874, when he resigned, 
although he still retained his interest in 
it. The institution was afterward 
changed to a State bank, the name be¬ 
coming, as at present, the Bank of the 
Ohio V^alley. About 1878, at the ur¬ 
gent request of interested parties, Mr. 
Adams again resumed the management, 
and continued in charge of it until the 
early part of 1880, when he resigned to 
travel with his son, Samuel Philip, who 
died in November, 1882. at the age of 
24 years. Although owning interests in 

various enterprises, he has not since ac¬ 
tively engaged in business of any kind. 
He was interested in the Riverside and 
Aetna iron companies, which are now a 
part of the United States Steel CoriK)r- 
ation. He was president of the Wheel¬ 
ing L.ibrary Association, and treasurer 
of the Soldiers* Aid Societv. He was 
president of the Buckeye Glass Com¬ 
pany, a director in the Franklin Insur¬ 
ance Company of Wheeling, and a 
member of the Board of Trade. 

Mr. Adams was united in marriage. 
.Scpteml>er 13, 1857, with Mary E. Mc- 
i Clellan, a daughter of Samuel McClel¬ 
lan, an old merchant of Wheeling. 
She died in 1870, having given birth 
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to three cliiUlren: Samuel Philip, de¬ 
ceased; one who died in infancy; and 
Elizabeth, who first married Philip 
Taylor Allen, deceased, and is now the 
wife of Charles Russell Caldwell, of 
Staunton, Virginia. Mr. Adams was 
married March 24, 1874, to Jane W. 
McClellan, a sister of his first wife. In 
politics he is a Republican. He is at 
present serving as mayor of Pleasant 
Valley, a beautiful suburb of W'heeling. 
He attends the V'ance Memorial Chapel 
(Presbyterian), at Woodsdale. He 
was one of the original directors of 
Greenwood Cemetery, organized in 
1865. His present fine home in Pleas¬ 
ant V^’aHey was completed in May, 1895, 
and is equipped with all the modern 
conveniences. He served in the State 
militia during the Civil War, and ii' 
September, 1862, was commissioned a 
captain by (jovernor F. H. Peiqxnnt. 
who was the chief executive of the Re¬ 
stored Government of \’irginia. In 

o 

November, 1864. he was commissioned 
colonel by Governor Poreman, the first 
Governor of W^est ^'irginia. He is a 
man of excellent character and pleas¬ 
ing personality, and has many friends 
in this section of the state. 


C. M. CLELLAND, M. D., the 

leading physician and surgeon of Jack- 
sonburg, Wetzel County, West Vir¬ 


ginia, was born Septeml)er 5, 1858, 
near h'airmont, Marion County, Vir¬ 
ginia, now West \'irginia, and is a son 

j of John and El vie (Clayton) Clelland. 

[ohn Clelland was born in Virginia, 
and was a son of Patrick (delland, a 
native of Ireland. He was a farmer 
through life, and died in 1889. 65 

years. 

i 

The mother of Dr. Clelland comes 
from two very prominent families, the 
Flemings and the Claytons. She was 
lx)rn in Marion Countv, and is a 
daughter of William and Lydia (Flem¬ 
ing) Clayton, both of whom were \ ir- 
ginians by birth. Idle Flemings were 
the founders of Flemington and Fair¬ 
mont. \Villiam Clavton was a soil of 
Little Clayton, of Delaware, who was 
l)orn in England. William Clayton 
served under W'ashington in the Revo- 
hitionarv W ar and at its close settled in 
what is now W>st Virginia. Although 
past middle life, he also took part in 
the War of 1812 and died at an ad¬ 
vanced age. Mrs. Clelland still resides 
in I'^airmont, at the .age of 61 year', be¬ 
ing just 16 years and six months older 
than her son, the Doctor, who was her 

I 

eldest child, the others being: Olive 
Sandora; Nellie, wife of He.ath Mich¬ 
aels, of h'airmont; Sandora, who mar¬ 
ried Fcstis Morgan: George, of Fair¬ 
mont; Lydia and Hattie. 
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Dr. Clelland was reared in Marion 
County and was educated in the schools 
of his vicinity, finishing in the Fairmont 
High School. His medical training 
was obtained in the College of Physi¬ 
cians and Surgeons, Baltimore, Mary¬ 
land, and in Starling Medical College, 
Columbus, Ohio; he was graduated 
from the latter institution in 1882. He 
settled then in Wallace, Harrison Coun¬ 
ty, West Virginia, remaining there in 
practice for 12 years and then removed 
to Bristol, Harrison County, for a short 
time, later to W^st Union, Doddridge 
County, and in 1891 located at Jackson- 
burg, where he has enjoyed a lucrative 
practice ever since. 

In 1883 Dr. Clelland married Alice 
Rol)inson, of Wallace, West Virginia, 
who died one vear later. His second 

9 

marriage was to Hattie Lvnch, also of 

9 

Wallace, and the four children born to 
this union are: W’aller Ramsey, Mary, 
A., liertie and Isaac H., all at home. 

Dr. Clelland is a valued member of 
the Harrison Countv Medical Societv, 

9 9 ^ 

of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad As¬ 
sociation of Surgeons, and is surgeon 
at Jacksonburg for the Baltimore & 
Ohio road. In politics he is a very ard¬ 
ent and enthusiastic Democrat. In 
both S(K'ial and professional life. Dr. 
Clelland is most highly esteemed in 
Jacksonburg and vicinity. 



ADAM B. LirrLEPACE. 

ADAM B. LITTLEPAGE. a 
prominent attorney-at-law of Charles¬ 
ton, M'est \hrginia, was lx)rn in Ka¬ 
nawha County, X'irginia, now W’est 
\hrginia, April 14, 1859, and is a son 
of Adam and Rebecca T. (W’oocD 
Littlei)age, the former a native of 
(ireenbrier County, and the latter <jf 
Kanawha Countv. 

9 

The Littlepage family is of I'rench- 
Scotch extraction. Adam Littlepage, 
the father of our subject, settled near 
Kanawha Saline and there built salt 
works and engaged in contracting in 
1840. He removed to Kanawha Two- 
Mile in 1847. J^cttled on a farm and en¬ 
gaged in merchandising and speculat¬ 
ing in that vicinitv. At the outbreak 

o 9 

of the Civil W'ar he was in independent 
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circumstances, but like many others in 
the locality lost almost all his property. 
He owned three fine six-horse teams 
and hauled salt barrels from his fac¬ 
tories to the salt works, but his teams 
were confiscated by the Northern Army 
and he lost on account of the war about 
$150,000 of property, being left with¬ 
out resources except his land. A dis¬ 
pute arose concerning the legality of 
the measure that confiscated his proper¬ 
ty, and Mr. Littlepage lost his life, m 
1862, in the resulting duel at Dublin, 
Virginia, with Lieutenant Brown,— 
each killed the other. He was a cour¬ 
ageous, fearless man, and is still re¬ 
membered for his many admirable qual¬ 
ities. His widow was left with 900 
acres of land, partially paid for, and 
seven children, as follows : C. F., now 
a railroad contractor; Alexander, a 
physician and surgeon; Samuel D., an 

attorney; Adam B., of this sketch; 
Birdie, wife of A. M. Putney; and two 
deceased. Mrs. Littlepage died in 
Charleston, West Virginia, in 1898, 
aged / I years. She was a lady of re¬ 
finement and education and was be¬ 
loved by all who knew her. 

Adam B. Littlepage was educated 
in the common schcx)ls of Kanawha 
County. His choice of a profession 
was the law and with the intention of 
beginning its study he went to Leb¬ 


anon, Ohio. He there found the 
schools closed on account of a prevail¬ 
ing epidemic, and he consequently pro¬ 
ceeded to the home of an uncle, at Lodi, 
Indiana. He remained with his rela¬ 
tives until the death of his uncle, in the 
meantime managing the latter’s large 
estate. He endeavored to apply him¬ 
self to his law books, but conditions 
were not very favorable until he was 
offered the use of the office and lx>oks 
of that eminent jurist. Judge Joshua 
Jump. Mr. Littlepage, favored by this 
fortunate opportunity, soon was pre¬ 
pared for his examination, and was ad¬ 
mitted to the bar, beginning his prac¬ 
tice at Newport, Indiana. Mr. Little¬ 
page can now recall with amusement 
his early struggles with adverse cir¬ 
cumstances, when his little office room 
meant place of business, and both din¬ 
ing and sleeping room, but the discip¬ 
line developed elements of strength he 
never knew he possessed, that have been 
of inestimable benefit in his later 
career. The consciousness of contril)- 
uting to the comfort of his beloved 
mother enabled him to cheerfully de¬ 
prive himself of many luxuries natura! 
to his age. For two years he struggled 
for a footing in Indiana, and was meet¬ 
ing with success, when he returned to 
his home and started out afresh in his 
profession. Success has crowned his 
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efforts and he is widely known both 
in the criminal and the civil courts. 
H is legal services have been retained in 
some of the most important cases in the 
West Virginia courts. He was the at¬ 
torney of the State against the Burnett 
Boys, John ]\I. Hill and wife and the 
Margaret Burnett conspiracy which re¬ 
sulted in the murder of Dr. Morris in 
Fayette County, West Virginia. An¬ 
other case worthy of mention was that 
of the State vs. James A. Parker. Mr. 
Littlepage liecame the defendant's at¬ 
torney after Parker had been sentenced 
to he hung for murder in the first de- 

o 

gree, and finally secured in the court 
of last resort the prisoner's release. 
He now has five murder cases in Fav- 
ette Countv, three in Kanawha and 
two in Putnam, all of these attracting 
attention on account of his able hand¬ 
ling of them. He has been equally suc¬ 
cessful in civil cases, and has at present 
on hand a number of ejectment cases 
involving millions of dollars or more 
in the State. 

Mr. Littlepage has been prominent 
in Democratic jiolitics. He was the 
candidate of his ])arty for the office of 
prosecuting attorney and was defeated 
by but 49 votes, a later counting result¬ 
ing in the division of the office between 
the two candidates. Probablv no finer 

m 

nor more comjilete library adorns any 


office in the State, than the one owned 
by Mr. Littlepage. He is frateririlly 
associated with these societies: New¬ 
port Lodge, A. F. & A. M.; Fernbank 
Lodge, I. O. O. F.; Necomis Tribe, 
Improved Order of Red Men; and the 
Order of United American Mechanics. 
He is a broad student and sidendid 
thinker, of very strong personal influ¬ 
ence. He has succeeded in accumulat¬ 
ing some valuable pro])erty. He is re¬ 
garded as an honest, upright man, a 
reliable adviser and si)lendid lawyer. 
His influence with juries during the 
trial of causes is indeed very strong. 
He is a ready, fluent and convincing 
speaker. 



JONATHAN P. BOWEN. 

WILLIAM H. BOWEN, fanrl- 

iarlv known throughout the Flat-Ton 

^ r> • 

coal field as Harry P>owen, is secretary 
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and treasurer of the Booth-Bowen 
Coal & Coke Company, and one of the 
prominent citizens of that section of 
West Virginia, being a resident of 
Freeman, Mercer County. Mr. Bowen 
was born October 14, i860, at Ash¬ 
land, Pennsylvania, and is a son of the 
late Jonathan P. and H. E. (Evans) 
Bowen. 

Jonathan P. Bowen was president 
of the B(X)th-Bowen Coal & Coke Com¬ 
pany, a practical miner, and one of the 
leading citizens of Freeman, Mercer 
County, West Virginia. He died in 
October, 1902, aged 72 years. His 
wife died in 1877, aged 40 years. She 
was born in Schuvlkill Countv, Penn- 
sylvania, and came of Quaker stock. 
The two children were William H. 
and Alice, who is the wife of John D. 
Kutzner, a druggist of Wilkesbarre, 
Pennsvlvania. 

Harry Bowen accompanied his par¬ 
ents in their removal to St. Clair, 
Schuvlkill Countv, Pennsvlvania, 
when he was six years of age, aii/l 
there he attended the public schools un¬ 
til his 16th vear when he went to work, 
10 years later in life than did his 
father, in the mines of the Reading 
Coal & Iron Company, of which his 
father was then supeHntendent. He 
continued his association with that 
company in various capacities, until 


February, 1887, when he removed to 
the Mat-Top coal fields and took the 
posititon of secretary of the firm of 
William Booth & Comi)any (now 
the Booth-Bowen Coal & Coke Com¬ 
pany) and still holds this position. 
On the retirement of James B(X)th in 
1893, the consequent vacancy in 
the office of treasurer, Mr. Bowen was 
selected to fill that position also. 

The great company with which our 
subject is associated was one of the 
earliest operators in the Flat-Top coal 
field. It was opened by William Booth 
iS: Company in 1884, and was conduct¬ 
ed by them until 1889, when it was 
incorporated under the laws of West 
Virginia under the title of the Booth- 
Bowen Coal & Coke Company, with 
W illiam Booth as president, Jona¬ 
than P. Bowen, vice-president and gen- 
neral manager, Harry Bowen, secre¬ 
tary, and James Booth, treasurer. In 
February, i8()2, William Booth re- 
tired, and Jonathan P. Bowen suc¬ 
ceeded him as jiresident. James Booth 
retired in 1893 and Harry Bowen be¬ 
came treasurer. The holdings of the 
company embrace alx>ut i ,000 acres of 
land, held under lease from the Flat- 
Top Coal Land Association. Alxiut 
350 miners and lalx^rers are employed 
at the operation and the capacity or 
the mines is from 25,000 to 30,000 
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tons of coal per month. The plant in¬ 
cludes 177 coke ovens with a month¬ 
ly productive capacity of about 4,000 
tons of high grade coke. There are 
two mine openings, with a double tip¬ 
ple to facilitate the rapid handling of 
the output: and the ventilation is pro¬ 
vided for bv the use of a 20-foot fan 
•operated by steam. The coal is hauled 
from the mines to the tipple by two 
Baldwin mine locomotives and the pow¬ 
er for operating the other machinery is 
furnished by an engine and two boilers 
used to operate the deep well pump 
that forces the water from the well to 
the reservoirs from which the works 
are supplied. A second stationary en¬ 
gine with two boilers furnishes the 
power to oi>erate.the elevators, crush¬ 
ers and other machinery' about the tip¬ 
ple as well as to operate the machinery 
in the blacksmith and woodworking 
shops. 

Mr. Bowen was married to Harriet 
Hopkiiison, a daughter of a stationary 
engineer of St. Clair, Pennsylvania, 
and six children have l)een lx)ni to this 
union, viz.: Annis, who died in 1902, 
aged five years; Elizal)eth: Jonathan, 
assistant to his father at the mines, a 
thoroughly practical young man; 
Ethel, a student at Washington, D. C.: 
and Joseph and Headly, students at 
the E))iscoi)al High School at Alex¬ 


andria. Mr. Bowen owns a fine home 
at Simmons station, or Freeman. P<»- 
litically he is a Republican and takes 
an active interest in public matters and 
has been quite prominent in local af¬ 
fairs. He has served at various times 
as councilman, lx)th in Pennsvlvania 
and in West Virginia. He is a mem¬ 
ber of almost all the prominent secret 
organizations, among them the follow¬ 
ing: Ivanhoe Lodge, No. 10, A. F. 
& A. M., at Bramwell, and Osiris Tem¬ 
ple, A. A. O. N. M. S., at Wheeling 
and Lodge No. 269, B. P. O. E., at 
Bluefield, of which he is a charter 
meml)er. In religious l>elief he is a 
Methodist. 

Mr. Bowen is a very successful and 
popular man. His business enterprise 
has been shown in the able manner in 
which he has managed the affairs of 
this great industry, while on even.* 
hand may l)e found proofs of the high 
personal esteem in which he is held. 


JOHN S. COFFLAND is pro¬ 
prietor of the Horse Exchange, the 
only place of its kind in Wheeling, 
M'est X’^irginia. His business is located 
at No. 955 Market street, and there he 
has a very flourishing trade. He was 
born in I’elmont County, Ohio, June 2, 
1862. He is a son of George W. and 
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Martha Ann (Wadsworth) CofFland, 
also natives of Ohio. 

George W. Coffland became a deal¬ 
er in live stock when 20 years old, and 
continued in the business until his 

4 

death, June 2, 1895, at the age of 75 
years. He was united in matrimony 
with Martha Ann Wadsworth, who 
<lied when 49 years, three months and 
II days old. Her family was one of 
the oldest in the county. Her father 
was a sickle-maker by trade, and was a 
pioneer settler of Belmont County. To 
this union were lK)rn eight children, as 
follows: Emily E., the wife of James 
T. Bentley; William X., who is en¬ 
gaged in the clothing and wool busj- 
ness in Wisconsin; Milton T., also a 
resident of Wisconsin, where he is in 
the gents’ furnishing business, and 
handles w<k)1; Charles C., deceased; 
Elwood, who died in infancy; Mary A., 
the wife of K. E. Pancoast, a resident 
of Belmont Countv, who farms near 

•r ' 

Belmont; John S.; and James E., who 
lives in W'isconsin with his brother Mil- 
ton T. 

George W. Coffland took little in¬ 
terest in politics. He was an attendant 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of 
which his wife was a member. Mr. 
Coffland was a model man in business, 
hi morals, and in social life. Although 
doing business with those who drank, 


smoked, chewed, and swore, he was 
never known to do any of these things. 
He was a great favorite among his ac¬ 
quaintances, well known in his own 
county and those adjoining, and always 
respected for his firm stand. He died 
without an enemy. 

John S. Coffland obtained his early 

mental training in the public schools of 

% 

Belmont County, Ohio. After his 
school days were ended, he embarked 
in the live stock business with his fa¬ 
ther, handling cattle, sheep, hogs and 
horses, and continuing in the business 
in Belmont County until 1896. In 
April of that year, he sold out and re¬ 
moved to Wheeling, Ohio County, 
W'est \"irginia, where he opened up 
his jiresent business, at first as a livery 
and sale concern, and later, leaving out 
the livery, he gave his attention to buy¬ 
ing and selling horses. During last 
year he handled 1,303 head, and ex¬ 
pects to come close to 2,000 head in the 
present year, as he is doing a splendid 
business. He has the l)est location that 
is p(\ssible, and employs seven men all 
summer in caring for the stock. 

Mr. Coffland was united in mar¬ 
riage with Mary E. CofHand, on Janu¬ 
ary 2, 1885. Although liearing the 
snir.e name she is not a relative of her 
husband. She is a daughter of J. W'. 
Coflland, and is a native of Belmont 
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Countv, Ohio. Mr. Cofflantl and his 
wortliv wife have been blessed with 
two children,—Lois G. and Howard J. 
Mrs. CofHand is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. 
Coffland is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias. In politics he votes for the 
man he thinks will best fill the office. 



ANDREW JACKSON LIGHT. 

ANDREW JACKSON LIGHT, 

who for a period of 25 years has 
served as justice of the peace in the 
Big Sandy district, Kanawha County, 
W’est Virginia, and is one of its hon¬ 
ored cititzens, was born on a farm in 
Randolph County, Indiana, March 10, 
1838. He is a son of Enoch and Mary 


(Kelly) Light, both deceased, who 
were natives of the Old Dominion. 

Samuel Light, the great-great- 
grandfather of our subject, was a man 
of prominence in his day and is men¬ 
tioned in a history of Daniel Boone as 
one of the old pioneer hunters. His 
ancestors were of English blood. The 
grandfather of Judge Light was born 
in Roanoke County, Virginia, where 
the family is still numerous. The birth 
of Enoch Light, the father, took place 
in Roanoke County, Virginia; in 
young manhood he married Mary Kel¬ 
ly in Fayette County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia. In 1830 he removed 
to Indiana, located in Randolph Coun- 
I ty and bought a farm, on which he de- 
; voted his efforts to the raising of grain 
and stock. There our subject’s mother 
died of the prevalent fever and ague, 
leaving a family of eight children, of 
whom two sons and four daughters are 
still living. Soon after the death of 
his wife, Enoch Light moved to Mis¬ 
souri and located not far from St. 
Joseph, where he remained a year, then 
drifted back to Indiana and later to his 
old home in Virginia. During his 
residence in the West, his daughters 
married and one now lives in Oregon, 
two in Indiana and one in Miss()uri. 
A brother, Henrv, lives at Favetteville, 
West \’irginia. On his return to Vir- 
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ginia, Mr. Light married Mrs. Rachel 
Suttle of Fayette County and they had 
a family of four children. Mr. Light 
died at his home in Fayette County, 
June 22, 1875. from cancer of the 
head, and his widow is also deceased. 

Andrew J. Light was educated in 

the common schools although the ac¬ 
commodations were such as might have 
discouraged all but the very' ambitious 
students. Our subject can recall how 
he and his brother Henry arose l)efore 
light so that they could reach the 1 
school in time, six miles away. The 
building was of logs, with chestnut 
bark roof and slab benches; there was 
no floor and an old-fashioned fireplace 
occupied the whole end of the building. 
It was necessary for the sturdy pupils 
to cut wood during recesses in order to 
keep the fire going,—an early example 
of the manual training idea of the 
public schools of today. At the age 
of 15 years, with his brother, he re¬ 
moved to Kanawha County and at¬ 
tended two tenns of school there with 
ex-Govemor (ieorge W. Atkinson as 
schoolmate, the lads boarding at the 
home of Mr. Atkinson’s father, and 
Floyd Jacobs, a lifelong friendship fol¬ 
lowing. Andrew J. Light then went 
to Cannelton in Fayette County and 
there engaged for a time in coal min¬ 
ing, running the incline cars for two 


years. He then enlisted for service 
in the Confederate Anny, in Company 
I, Captain Lewis’ Cavalry, and served 
one year, in the 8th Virginia Regi¬ 
ment, under that fine officer. He was 
later transferred to Capt. Tom Jack¬ 
son's battery and served in that organ¬ 
ization about three years. Mr. Light 
entered the service as a private and re¬ 
ceived rapid promotion, so(M 1 being 
made a sergeant. After his first en¬ 
listment in the cavalry, the regiment 
went into camp at St. Albans and our 
subject with his company was then sent 
to Ripley and a few days later partici¬ 
pated in the battle of Skeering. The 
enemy proved too strong and his regi¬ 
ment fell back to Charleston, thence to 
the narrows of the New River, thence 
to Louisburg, where it was placed under 
General Echols. Here General Jen¬ 
kins took command of the regiment. 
It then proceeded to Abingdon where 
General Loring assumed command; 
thence the regiment went to Lynch¬ 
burg, Bristol and Union. During all 
these movements there had been no ser- 
ious fighting. From Union the regi¬ 
ment then went to Princeton where a 
hot skirmish took place, thence to the 
mouth of the Blue Stone River; it was 
then ordered to report to Gen. John C. 
Breckenridge in the Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley. It was at this period that Mr. 
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Light became an artilleryman. Upon 
the battery’s reporting to General 
Breckenriclge in the Shenandoah Val¬ 
ley it was sent to Winchester, where it 
was supplied with Dahlgren cannon; 
thence it proceeded to Lynchburg 
where in the battle that took place our 
subject was obliged to fight against his 
brother Elijah who was a soldier in 
the Union Army, James and Henry 
also serving in the Union Army. At 
Lynchburg, General McCauslin com¬ 
manded the Confederate troops and 
General Hunter, the Federals. This 
series of movements is known in his¬ 
tory as Hunter’s Raid. From that 
point the command with which our 
subject was connected went up through 
Maryland and into Pennsylvania, hop¬ 
ing to draw General Grant from Rich¬ 
mond. General McCauslin and his 
command, of which Mr. Light was a 
member, crossed the river at Williams¬ 
port and advanced to Hagerstown. 
Then the battery went to Moorefield, 
W’est \"irginia, and later, on account of 
an official conflict, the Union troops 
routed the Confederates. In the be- 
gining of 1863 they went into camp l)e- 
low Staunton, \"irginia, and thence 
moved to Richmond. The batterv was 
in the battles below Richmond under 
Gen. Robert E. Lee, and then returned 
to the Shenandoah \^allev. 


In all the operations in the Shenan¬ 
doah V’alley leading up to the battle 
of Winchester, Mr. Light had charge 
of one of the pieces of ordnance. Later, 
at the battle of Gettysburg, he with his 
battery took an active part and in fact 
until the close of his service, in danger 
at all times, he proved what mettle he 
was made of. All of these movements 
of the army belong to the country’s 
history. He met with many sad ex¬ 
periences and was more than once hon¬ 
ored with words of approval from 
those brave commanders whose names 
will ever live. At the battle of Fish¬ 
er’s Hill, our subject was ist sergeant 
of the first piece of artillery and dis¬ 
tinguished himself by discovering the 
Unionists, when the scouts had failed, 
and fired three shots, the first of the 
engagement. Mr. Light had the hon¬ 
or of l^eing called upon to make special 
shots upon different occasions, with 
flattering results. When his company 
later was ordered back to Staunton, 
he with others surrendered to the 
l^nion troops, at New Creek, was 
paroled and went to W heeling and 
thence home. This very incomplete 
record indicates the character and gives 
a glimpse of the war record of one (^f 
Kanawha County’s war sundvors. 

After the close of the war, Mr. 
Light went to work in a machine shop 
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at Charleston, later engaged in run- 
ing a sawmill, being among the first 
in Kanawha County to operate a cir¬ 
cular saw^, and followed that business 
for 20 years. 

On April 7, 1867, Mr. Light mar¬ 
ried Lucy Jane McCarty and a family 
of eight children w-ere bom to this 
marriage, seven of whom are living. 
The only son, Enos J., lives on Elk 
River some six miles below Clendenin. 
The daughters are: Mrs. Nannie B. 
Odell, of Blue Creek; Mrs. Emma 
Samples, of Blendenin; Mrs. Effic 
Campbell, of Clendenin; Mrs. Mattie 
Robinson, of Roane County; and Min¬ 
nie and Uma, who live at home. The 
grandchildren number 12. Jvtdge 
Light had always been a Democrat un¬ 
til 1883 and had supported that party, 
but since then has been identified with 
the Republican party, but has never 1 
asked for any office. In 1872, in Elk 
district, he was elected justice of the • 
peace for one year. In 1874 he bought 
a farm at Fallen Rock and resided 
there five years, but in 1893 
moved to Clendenin and has resided 
there since, in 1897 purchasing a lot 
and erecting a handsome residence. 
Ever since his first election to the 
magistracy he has been re-elected, and 
has had 25 years of continuous serv*^- 
ice, the oldest in his section. His de¬ 


cisions meet with general approval and 
he is thoroughly posted on all statutes 
and codes. On May 12, 1885, he was 
appointed a notary public by Governor 
E. W. Wilson. 

Fraternally Mr. Light is a past 
grand of Lodge No. 142, I. O. O. F., 
of Clendenin. For more than 20 years 
he has been a liberal supporter and a 
consistent member of the Missionary 
Baptist Church, to which his wife and 
family also belong. He is held in high 
esteem in Kanawha County. 



J. A. JARRETT. 

J. A. JARRETT, sheriff of Ka¬ 
nawha County, and a prominent citi¬ 
zen of Charleston, West Virginia, was 
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born in Clarence, Shelby County, Mis¬ 
souri, and is a son of Addison and 
Margaret (Keeney) Jarrett, both of 
whom were natives of what is now 
West Virginia. They returned to the 
State when their son was six years of 
age. 

Sheriff Jarrett was educated in pri¬ 
vate schools and began his business ca¬ 
reer as a telegraph operator, serving as 
such for lo years and also as joint 
agent for the Winifrede Railroad and 
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, at 
Winifrede Junction, West Virginia. 
Mr. Jarrett also served as distributing 
agent for the Winifrede Coal Com¬ 
pany, during the lo years prior to 
1896. From early manhood he had 
been deeply interested in politics and 

in i8q6, when he removed to Charles- 

♦ 

ton, he was appointed chief deputy 
county clerk, under E. W. Staunton, 
and filled the position for four years. 
In the fall of 1900, he was made the 
choice of his party for sheriff of Ka¬ 
nawha County, and took charge of the I 
office in January, 1901. Mr. Jarrett 
has ])roved himself a judicious and 
capable public official and has given 
entire satisfaction to his constituents. 
He has Ijeen a leading memljer in the 
Republican party for a number of 
years and has been no small factor in 
some of its successes in his section 


Personally he enjoys the esteem of a 
wide circle of friends on account of his 
genial manner and his many sterling 
traits of character. 



HON. JOSEPH MARCELLUS MeWHORTER. 


HOX. JOSEPH MARCELLUS 
McWhorter, judge of the Tenth 

Judicial Circuit, ex-Auditor of M'est 
X’^irginia, is a prominent citizen who 
for manv vears has been one of the his- 

» w 

tory makers of the State. His birth 
took place at a little settlement called 
McWhorter's Mills, seven miles north 
of Weston, Lewis County, Virginia, 
now West Virginia, April 30, 1828, 
and he is a son of Dr. Fields and Mar¬ 
garet M. ( Kester) McWhorter, the 
former of whom spent the latter part 
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of his life in Sullivan County, Mis¬ 
souri, where he died in 1892, aged 84 
years. The latter was a daughter of 
Joseph Kester of Harrison County, 
Virginia, now West V'^irginia, a veteran 
of the Revolutionarv \\*ar, who lived 
to the age of 87 years and was a mem¬ 
ber of a family of 27 children, 24 sons 
and three daughters. 

Few families can more clearly trace 
an honorable descent than can that of 
which Judge McW'horter is a member. 
The founders of the Mc\Vhorter fam¬ 
ily in America emigrated from the 
North of Ireland to New York, prior 
to the Revolutionary M'ar. 

Henry McWhorter, the great¬ 
grandfather of Judge McWhorter, was 
the youngest in a family of six 
sons,—James, Thomas, John, Rol>ert, 
Gill)ert and Henry. The father died 
while the children were still young, 
necessitating the apprenticeshij) of the 
sons to various masters of trade in the 
neighborhood. Those were days of 
slavery but not of concerted “strikes” 
and when Henry was subjected to in¬ 
human treatment, it is recorded that 
he ran away, and although but a lad of 
16 years succeeded in entering the pat¬ 
riot army. M'ith valor he served 
through the Revolutionary War and 
after its close he married Mary Fields, 
who was a daughter of M'alter Fields, 


of New Jersey, and with his wife pene¬ 
trated to the frontier, settling in Lew¬ 
is County, Virginia, now West Virgin- 
ia, on Hacker's Creek, near the present 
location of the town of Janelew. 
This was about the period of the close 
of the troubles with the Indians in that 
section. Henry McWhorter reared 
three sons.—John, Thomas and W'alt- 
er,—and died in 1848, at the age of 87 
years. He was one of the founders 
of the Methodist Church in that locali¬ 
ty, and during many years was very 
active in religious work. He was suc¬ 
ceeded by his son John, who inherited 
his sterling character and his militar\' 
valor. In the War of 1812 he raised 
a company of soldiers, of which he was 
captain, and took a gallant part in that 
struggle. After the close of that epi¬ 
sode, he returned to his country" home, 
♦ 

applied himself to the study of the law, 
was admitted to the bar and with pow¬ 
er and ability practiced his profession 
until the age of 72 years. It was at 
this time that he l)ecame thoroughly 
convinced of the truths of Christianity, 
joined the Methodist Church, entered 
the local ministry" and until his death 
at the age of 95 years served as a l(Kal 
preacher. The McWhorter family has 
l>een noted for many characteristics 
and its longevity has l)een truly re¬ 
markable. John McM'horter never 
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married. His brother Thomas mar¬ 
ried Delilah Stalnaker, daughter of 
Samuel Stalnaker, and they reared a 
family of five children; one of these, 
Henry Stalnaker, became a soldier in 
the United States service when past 
the age of enlistment and was killed 
in battle during the Civil War. 

Walter McWhorter, the third son 
of Henry McWhorter, and the grand¬ 
father of Judge McWhorter, married 
Margaret Hurst, a lady of German 
descent. They settled on a farm and 
reared a family of lo children, namely: 
Fields, Eli, Levi, John M., Walter, 
Mansfield, Mary, Elizabeth, Sarah and 
Cassa. 

In 1833 Dr. Fields McWhorter re¬ 
moved with his family to Morrow 
County, Ohio, where he practiced med¬ 
icine for eight years, but in 1841 he 
returned to West Virginia, and, as 
noted, spent his last years in Missouri. 
The children of Dr. Fields McWhorter 
and wife were these: Joseph Mar- 
cellus, of this sketch; Henry C., a resi¬ 
dent of Charleston, Kanawha County, 
who is one of the judges of the Su¬ 
preme Court of Ai)peals of West Vir¬ 
ginia; John D. W., who died in Oc- 
tol>er, 1901, at Mol)erly, Missouri; 
Walter F., a meml)er of the 9th Reg., 
West \"irginia Vol. Inf., who was 
killed during the Civil War, at the bat¬ 


tle of Cloyd*s Mountain; Mary L.; 
Margaret E.; and Sarah A. 

Joseph Marcellus Mc\\'horter ac¬ 
companied his parents to Ohio and was 
then five years old and able and anxi¬ 
ous to go to school. The educational 
advantages were far superior in Ohio 
than they were in the old home, and 
during the eight years of residence in 
the Buckeye State the boy studied hard 
in the public schools, regretting the re¬ 
turn to his native State on account of 
the lack of school facilities. At this 
time in the latter State, no public edu¬ 
cation was afforded, and the children, 
who were not taught in their own 
homes, attended the subscription 
schools, paying from $2 to $2.50 for a 
session of three months, under very 
incompetent instructors. 

Judge McWhorter was the eldest 
in the family and the three following 
children were daughters. Hence, as 
his father was a man of very limited 
means, it early became necessary for 
the youth to study out a future career 
which he could make possible by his 
own efforts. M'ith work on the farm 
and the securing of every advantage 
for education which came in his way, 
the youth attained his 21st year with a 
fair knowledge of the English branch¬ 
es, but with ambitions which encom- 
passed a much wider horizon. The 
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family military spirit came to the front 
for a season, influenced perhaps by the 
esteem and admiration he possessed for 
that soldier and Christian gentleman, 
“Stonewair' Jackson, who was a 
neighl)or, and a graduate of West 
Point. So near was the career of one 
of West Virginia’s distinguished jur¬ 
ists directed in another direction, that 
the fact of his being one year over age 
alone prevented his applying for a 
cadetship at West Point, which, with 
his recommendations and qualifica¬ 
tions, he would no doubt have re¬ 
ceived. He then began teaching school 
during the autumn and winter months 
and from 1851 to 1856 employed his 
springs and summers on the farm. In 
March of the latter year, the organiza¬ 
tion of Roane County having l)een 
effected, he accepted an api)ointment 
as clerk of that county and two months 
later, was elected bv a handsome ma- 
jority to the same position, for a term 
of two years. At the end of that i>er- 
iod, a general election taking place, he 
was the candidate chosen from seven 
aspirants, and was elected by a majori¬ 
ty of 150. This was in 1856 and he 
capably filled that office and also that 
of deputy clerk of the Circuit Court, 
performing nearly all of the duties of 
both offices, necessitating much study 
and careful attention. 


Before his term of office closed, the 
Civil War was on the country and 
brought to Mr. McWhorter, as to 
many others, many complex problems 
to solve. He had been captain of a 
company of State militia for more than 
a year and had upheld against other 
States the superiority of his own, but 
the principles for which his beloved 
State was fighting found no honest 
response in his heart. lie believed in 
the Union, he was opposed to slavery 
and could not sanction secession. On 
the other hand, he was a native of Vir¬ 
ginia and owed her fealty, had l>een 
an office holder and he saw his friends 
and companions donning the Confed¬ 
erate gray. But even then, the future 
jurist saw his duty clearly, as so often 
since that crucial time he has done the 
same, and his resolution was soon 
formed. \Vhen a company in his 
neighlx)rhood was formed to enter the 
Union Army, he enlisted as a private 
and served through the year 1861. 
Ui)on several occassions he was in 
great personal danger, one of these 
being a time when his party was sur¬ 
rounded by a force three times their 
number for almost a week. Relief 
came, when, one night, 24 volunteers 
crept out of the besieged camp and 
surprised and routed the enemy. This 
resulted in the raising of the siege and 




592 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 

% 


nearly the whole of the State troops 
later joined the Union forces. 

At the time of the outbreak of seri¬ 
ous trouble, Mr. McWhorter packed 
up his public records and hid them in 
the house of a man in the country 
where they were preserved until a re¬ 
organization of the civil authorities 
was effected. In May, 1862, the gov¬ 
ernment was reorganized at \\’heeling 
and, an election being held, a Union 
man, James H. Brown, of Kanawha 
County, was elected judge of the Cir¬ 
cuit Court and J. M. McWhorter, clerk 
of the same, and the hidden records 
were then brought to the Court House. 
Only one term was held, as a raiding 
party of Confederate cavalry destroyed 
the records of the court just held. On 
January i, 1863, President Lincoln 
signed the bill by which West Virgin¬ 
ia became a separate State. Mr. Mc¬ 
Whorter was elected from Roane 
County to the first Legislature, held at 
Wheeling, June 20. 1863, and was soon 
placed on the judiciary committee. 
Probably few legislative lx)dies have 
had more serious questions t(^ consider 
than can:e before this Legislature, and 
through it all niav be traced the mental 
alertness and the wise judgment of 
Judge McM’horter. He was a loyal 
party man, but he was not swayed by | 
party prejudices. His opposition to ; 


what is rememl^ered as the ‘‘test oatli” 
prescribed for all persons accepting 
office, can be recalled without effort 
of memory, he claiming it was uncon¬ 
stitutional and he continued to fight 
for what he believed was right al¬ 
though his party advocated and passed 
the bill. No one doubted his lovaltv, 
his personal character was too high, 
but they regarded the bill in the light 
of an expediency and he could not ap¬ 
prove of such legislation, as the Con¬ 
stitution already prescribed the oath 
to be taken. He turned his influence 
in many reformatory directions, one of 
these l:)eing common practice of the 
use of intoxicants on election days, 
Mr. McWhorter pointing out that fre¬ 
quently the voter would be even un¬ 
able, by reason of the custom, to read 
the names on his tellot. He succeed¬ 
ed in procuring the passage of a law 
making it a penal offense to offer in¬ 
toxicants on election days, the law still 
remaining in force and contributing 
to the i>eacefulness of these occasions, 
—other States have also adopted sim¬ 
ilar measures. Soon after the con¬ 
vening of the Legislature, General 
Morgan made a raid through Ken¬ 
tucky, crossed the Ohio River into In¬ 
diana and thence into Ohio, his object 
then seeming to \ye to get back in W'est 
Virginia. A portion of his command 
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succeeded in crossing- at Buffington’s 
Island, but the main command was 
forced to seek a crossing higher up 
the river. Great excitement was pro¬ 
duced all along the border and as it 
was suspected that the bridge at 
Wdieeling was his objective point a 
company of defenders was formed, 
chiefly of members of the Legislature. 
They manned a boat, had two pieces 
of artillery, and with bales of hay as 
a barricade and armed with Enfield 
rifles they started up the river to pre¬ 
vent the Confederate general’s cross¬ 
ing. As this was looked upon as a 
gunboat, a name which inspired terror, 
no enemy came in sight. Judge Mc¬ 
Whorter possevS.ses a reg^ilar discharge 
from his company, a pai)er he values 
highly. His father and two brothers 
also engaged in the Civil War. His 
father enlisted, although over age, in 
the 23rd Reg., Missouri Vol. Inf,, took 
part in the l>attle of Shiloh, and served 
through the war. Capt. H. C. Mc- 
\\ 1 iorter and Walter F. McWhorter, 
brothers of our subject, were enrolled 
in the 9th Reg., West Virginia Vol. 
Infantry. 

After the adjournment of the first 
West \"irginia Legislature, Mr. Mc- 
W'horter was apj)ointed by the Govern¬ 
or, State Superintendent of the Peni- 
tentiarj', the object being to try to es¬ 


tablish a system of lalx)r for the con¬ 
victs confined in the jail at Wheeling 
as a temporary penitentiary. How¬ 
ever, the plan did not seem to promise 
real benefit to the State, and Mr. Mc¬ 
Whorter resigned. In 1864, the Re¬ 
publican convention held at Grafton 
nominated him for State Auditor and 
not only was he elected to that high 
position but was re-elected for a second 
term in 1K66; in 1868 he declined an¬ 
other nomination to that office and also 
refused to be considered as a candidate 
for the position of governor. He was 
strongly backed by his party and such 
papers as the Whcclmg Intelligencer, 
In 1869 when the West Virginia In¬ 
surance Company was organized, he 
was elected its secretary and filled the 
position until March, 1870, when the 
resignation of Judge Harrison left a 
vacancy in the Circuit Court and he 
was apj)ointed to the position, the dis¬ 
trict comi)rising the counties of Green¬ 
brier. Monroe, Nicholas and Poca¬ 
hontas. He then removed to Lewis- 
burg where he has since resided. His 
term expired January i, 1873. and in 
July of the same year he was ap]X)inted 
superintendent of the schools of 
Greenbrier County, where he has i)rac- 
ticed his j)rofession with marked suc¬ 
cess. As superintendent of schools, he 
infused new life into the svstem and 
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instituted reforms which have been of 
lasting I>enefit. More than once has 

Judge McWHiorter been approached 

' • 

with proffers of Congressional honors 
and at one time was nominated, but 
factions in the party and a large Dem¬ 
ocratic majority in the district, caused 
him to decline to run. President Gar¬ 
field appointed him postmaster at 
I-ewisburg and both before and after 
the war he had filled the same office 
at Spencer, Roane County. In 1892 
he received the Republican nomination 
for judge of the Supreme Court of 
Appeals for the long term of 12 years. 
He ran the full strength of his party, 
but the Populist vote threw the elec¬ 
tion to the Democrats. In 1896 he 
was elected judge of the Tenth Judi¬ 
cial Circuit, by almost 500 majority, 
this district including Pocahontas, 
Greenbrier, Monroe, Summers and 
Favette counties. 

Judge McWhorter has been twice 
married. In 1852 he married Julia 
A. Stalnaker, of Harrison County and 
these children were born to them: 
Alessandro; Artemus; Louis E.; Vir¬ 
gil S., deceased; \Villiam B.; Buell, 
deceased: Maggie E.; Joseph C.; 
V'alter deceased; and Decie J. 

Mrs. MeW'horter died August 26, 
1869. On October 26, 1870, Judge Me- 
\Miorter married Julia Kinsley, daugh- 


terter of Rev. Hiram and Elsie S. 
Kinsley, of Geneva, Ohio, and these 
children were lx)rn to the second union: 
Emma L., Jennie P., Kinsley F., de¬ 
ceased, and Charles N. 

Judge McWhorter is identified 
with the Masonic fraternitv. He is 
a prominent member of the Methodist 
Church, South. He long and honor¬ 
able public career has won him uni¬ 
versal respect. 





STEELE A. HAWKINS. 

STEELE A. HAWKINS, senior 

member of the well known real estate 
firm of Steele A. Hawkins & Son, of 
Charleston, \\'est \^irginia, was lx)m 
at Malden, Kanawha County, Virgin- 
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ia, now West Virginia, April 24, 1854, 
and is a son of William X. and Sarah 
A. (Oliver) Hawkins. Both parents 
were natives of Virginia. By occupa¬ 
tion the father of our subject was a 
house painter and this trade he fol¬ 
lowed until he became a railway mail 
clerk in 1877. He died January 22. 
1896, at the age of 72 years. A fam¬ 
ily of six children were born to Will¬ 
iam N. Hawkins and wife, three of 
whom still survive. Both parents w’ere 
consistent members of the Methodist 
Church. 

Steele A. Hawkins, of this sketch, 
was educated in the public scho(^ls of 
Charleston and learned his fatlier's 
trade of painting and decorating. Mr. 
Hawkins followed the same for a pe¬ 
riod of 13 years. In the meantime he 
became interested in State politics, and 
was appointeil custcxlian of the United 
States posto.^.ce at Charleston, West 
Virginia, a position he held under 
three Republican administrations. He 
has served as a delegate to many con¬ 
ventions and was a delegate to the na¬ 
tional conventions held at Cincinnati 
and Baltimore. During 1899-1900 he 
was sergeant-at-aniis of the West Vir¬ 
ginia Senate, during the Gofif-Fleming 
contest, and i^erformed liis duties with 
faithfulness and efificiencv. Mr. Haw’- 
kins was the first man from West Vir- 


gina in the National Club League con¬ 
vention, at Baltimore, who suggested 
Stephen B. Elkins* name as State com¬ 
mitteeman for West Virginia on the 
National Club League Executive Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Hawkins l)ecame tired of jxdi- 
tics and for a time engaged in .selling 
g(x>ds on commission for an install¬ 
ment house, but in 1894 established his 
present real estate business. This has 
proved very successful and he is prob¬ 
ably the largest dealer in Charleston 
property. He ow ns much valuable land 
lx)th in the city and in the adjoining 
counties, some of it being valuable in 
coal and oil. He has the reputation, 
wxll established, of l)eing a man of the 
highest business integrity. 

In 1873 Mr. Hawkins was married 
to Mary E. Davis, a member of the old 
Davis family of V^irginia. Six chil¬ 
dren were lK)rn to this marriage, the 
five survivors being: W'illiam, the 
junior member of the firm of Steele 
A. Hawkins & Son; Sallie E. Lislie; 
F/\'a; Ewart; and Nellie. Mrs. Haw^- 
kins die<l May 13. 1890. The second 
marriage of Mr. Hawkins was to An¬ 
na Tavlor, who was born in Favette 
County, West \"irginia, and the chil¬ 
dren of this union are Chilton Tavlor; 
Steele A., Jr.; Nathan; Anna Louise; 
and Fannie Tavlor, deceased. 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 





JOHN J. KEEFF. 


JOHN J. KEEFF, a prominent 
citizen of Charleston, West Virginia, 
and superintendent of the Charleston 
& South Side Bridge Company, was 
born in Lewisburg, Greenbrier Coun¬ 
ty, West Virginia, April 31, 1862, be¬ 
ing a son of Daniel and Bridget (Bar¬ 
ry) Keefif, both natives of Cork, Ire¬ 
land. 

Daniel Keefif came to America 
about 1850 and landed at Boston, 
Massachusetts, where he was employed 
for a time. His early life was spent 
in railroad work and he assisted in 
the construction of some of the best 
known railroads in the Eastern States. 
He assisted in the completion of the 
Shenandoah Valley Railroad, and then 


acted as foreman in the construction 
of what was known as Cady's Tunnel. 
He later moved to Staunton, Virginia, 
where he was married and lived for sev¬ 
eral years. When the Civil War broke 
out he located in Lewisburg, and later 
in Charleston, Virginia, now West Vir¬ 
ginia, where he was employed by the 
government. After the war he moved 
to Ohio, then returned to West Virgin¬ 
ia, locating at Point Pleasant and fin¬ 
ally at Charleston where he continued 
to live until his death. He died on 
July 3, 1889, at the age of 74 years, 
and his wife died in 1891 at the age of 
66 years. They were devout Catholics 
in religious faith, and in ix)litics Mr. 
Keefif was a stanch Democrat. 

John J. Keefif was educated prin¬ 
cipally at night schools and through 
such channels as self-made men usually 
acquire their intellectual training. He 
spent much of his early life in various 
manufacturing establishments, and 
then learned stationary and marine en¬ 
gineering, at the present time hold¬ 
ing a license for river engineering. He 
later superintended the operation of the 
ferry across the Great Kanawha River 
at Charleston for Rufifner Brothers un¬ 
til the iron toll bridge was built across 
the stream. He \v2ls appointed super¬ 
intendent of this bridge in 1891, col¬ 
lecting all tolls and seeing that the 
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bridge is properly repaired, and this 
position he has held to the present 
time. The bridge is one thousand feet 
long and was manufactured by the 
Keystone Bridge Company. The first 
officers were: B. L. Wood, Jr., pres¬ 
ident; T. H. Given, secretary and treas¬ 
urer, and these two officers, with R. S. 
Carr, W. P. Wood, J. W. Moon, C. 
H. Schrider, \V, E. Jennings, L. H. 
Partridge and S. C. Weiscopf, com¬ 
posed the board of directors. The 
present officers are: J. Wainwright, 
president; T. H. Given, treasurer; 
and L. H. Partridge, auditor. Mr. 
Keeff is one of the substantial citizens 
of Charleston, in which city he has 
considerable valuable property. Polit¬ 
ically, he is enthusiastic in his support 
of the Democratic party. 

John J. Keeff was united in the 
holy Ixmds of wedlock with Bridget 
M. O’Connor, by whom he has had 
four children, namely: John J., Jr., 
deceased; Mary; Lawrence; and John 
J., Jr., Thomas O’Connor, Mrs. Keff’s 
father, who was a native of Ireland, 

was a prominent business man in 
Charleston for about a third of a cen¬ 
tury, and at his death was numbered 
as one of the well-to-do men of the 
city. His death was mourned by a 
large circle of acquaintances and 
friends. He assisted in bringing about 


many of the public improvements the 
city of Charleston is now enjoying. 
He is a self-made man and a great 
friend to education. He died in 1902, 
aged 74 years. His v ulovv, a lady of 
many noble traits of true womanhood, 
is filling out the last years of an hon¬ 
ored life in Charleston. The family 
are Catholics in religious attachment. 



S. C. BEARD. M. D. 

S. C. BEARD, M. D., a prominent 
physician and well known citizen of 
Lewisburg, Greenbrier County, W’est 
V’^irginia, was torn on a farm north o{ 
that city some four miles, on Octotor 
3, 1831, and is a son of Christopher 
and Miriam (McXeel) Beard, toth na¬ 
tives of Virginia. 

In tracing the early history of the 
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ancestors of Dr. Beard on both pa¬ 
ternal and maternal sides, the biog¬ 
rapher finds material for many pages 
of interesting matter, for the Beards 
and McNeels, with their forebears, 
have been prominently identified with 
the settlement and development of 
Greenbrier and adjacent counties from 
early days. 

John Beard, the great-grandfather 
of Dr. Beard, was of Scotch-Irish ex¬ 
traction, and made his first home in 
America in Pennsylvania, but later re¬ 
moved to Augusta County, Virginia, 
and from there to Greenbrier County, 
his advent antedating the Revolution¬ 
ary War period. He was a man of 
bold, adventurous spirit, and his cour¬ 
age was frequently needed in his con¬ 
tests with the Indians, his success in 
subduing them and regaining his prop¬ 
erty when they stole it making him 
famous as an Indian fighter. He mar¬ 
ried a member of the Wallace family 
and they reared a family, their son 
Samuel l>eing the grandfather of our 
subject. 

Samuel Beard became a prominent 
man in Greenbrier County, where he 
was born after the family removed 
from Augusta County. He was a 
large farmer and twice served as high 
sheriff of Greenbrier County, under the 
law making the senior magistrate oc¬ 


cupy that office. He married Mar¬ 
garet Walkup, a native of Lexington, 
Virginia. She lived to a great age, 
and Samuel himself attained the age of 
8o years, dying in 1848. They reared 
a family of five children. 

Christopher Beard, the father of 
Dr. Beard, was bom April i, 1798, in 
Greenbrier County, and through life 
followed agricultural pursuits. He 
was of a quiet, thrifty nature and took 
no very active interest in public mat¬ 
ters beyond performing his duties as a 
citizen. He died August 2, 1840, after 
a brief illness, at the age of 42. His 
widow survived until 1888, dying at 
the age of 82 years. She was a daugh¬ 
ter of Abraham McXeel and his wife, 
who was a Miss Bridger. Abraham 
McXeel was born in Pocahontas 
County, \^irginia, now West Virginia, 
and died there at the age of 55 years, 
having been married three times. 
Abraham McXeel was a son of John 
McXeel, who was born in Ireland and 
came to America as an immigrant to 
Maryland. It is related of John Mc¬ 
Xeel that on one occasion, in a slight 
altercation, lie struck a fellow work¬ 
man with a hand spike, and, thinking 
that he had unwittingly struck a fatal 
blow, started into the woods of Poca¬ 
hontas County and hid himself in those 
wilds for some two years. By chance 
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lie met a Maryland acquaintance, who 
"ave him the glad news that his sup¬ 
posed victim was not only alive and 
well hut had helped him in ^'log-roll¬ 
ing’’ that very day. Mr. McNeel then 
returned to Maryland and there mar¬ 
ried ?dartha Davis, a lady of Welsh 
extraction. She was a zealous Meth¬ 
odist, a convert of Weslev, founder of 
the faith, and it was through her in¬ 
fluence that her husband later erected 
the first log cabin for religious wor¬ 
ship west of the Alleghany Mountains. 
After their marriage John McNeel and 
his wife moved to Pocahontas County 
and made their home in the woods near 
this early church, which in later years 
became the home of the noted Meth¬ 
odist divine, Bishop Asbury. At the 
time of settlement, the McNeels had no 
near neighbors and the Indians were 
still very troublesome. It is related as 
an example of the heroism of Mrs. Mc¬ 
Nael that upon one occasion, while Mr. 
McNeel was on the border fighting In¬ 
dians, a little babe was born, which 
died in its lonely mother’s arms, and 
that it was her sad necessity to dig its 
shallow little grave and lay it to rest 
under the big trees, with no one to as¬ 
sist or comfort her. The spot hal¬ 
lowed by that lonely little tomb has 
been the burying ground of the Mc- 
Neel family ever since, and it is situ¬ 


ated near Hillsboro. Mr. McNeel be¬ 
came a very wealthy man for that time 
! and prominent in local affairs. 

Dr. Beard w as the older of the two 
sons born to his parents, his brother, 
John Abraham, dying September lo, 
1861. The latter had served as lieu¬ 
tenant of a company in the Confed¬ 
erate Army until disabled by illness, 
and at his death his command met and 
passed resolutions of regret and ex¬ 
pressed their admiration of his char¬ 
acter. Dr. Beard spent his early years 
on a farm and attended the Lewfisburg 
schools. In 1853 he graduated at the 
University of Virginia and secured his 
medical degree, later taking post-grad¬ 
uate courses and attending college lec¬ 
tures. He follow^ed his profession at 
Blue Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier 
County, for seven years, but when the 
war broke out he returned to his mother 
to protect her property and to operate 
her fami. Although never officially 
connected with the army, Dr. Beard 
saw' so much experience during the 
progress of the war, and so frequently 
gave his services, that he really was 
one of the most valued physicians and 
surgeons of the Confederate Army in 
that part of the State. He continued 
his private practice, which was of the 
most arduous description, covering so 
1 large a territorj% but was never too 
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tired or too busy to fail to respond 
when he could help or alleviate the 
pain of a soldier, for whom he always 
entertained the deqjest sympathy. He 
always carried the countersign and no 
face was more welcome to the lads in 
gray than was that of this kind, help¬ 
ful, skilled physician, although his 
services were freely rendered. 

On December 12, 1855, Dr. Beard 
was united in marriage to Estaline M. 
Hamilton, who was born near Blue 
Sulphur Springs, Virginia, now West 
Virginia, and is a daughter of Jacob 
and Delilah (Jarrett) Hamilton. Ja¬ 
cob Hamilton was a native of Green¬ 
brier County and was born and reared 
on the farm where he died in April, 
1877, aged 82 years, his wife having 
passed away in 1851. Jacob Hamilton 
was a son of William Hamilton, who 
in the early Revolutionary period came 
alone to Western Virginia, his only 
tool being an a.xe. He cleared a spot 
of ground and built a cabin and lived 
alone in the wilderness until other set¬ 
tlers came and then removed to Muddy 
Creek, Greenbrier Countv. His first 
neighlx)r there was Col. John Stewart, 
whom he met when out hunting, and 
these two headed the line of settlers in 
Greenbrier County, long prior to the 
Indian massacre. Mr. Hamilton was 


a brave Indian fighter and appears in 
history as such. 

Dr. and Mrs. Beard have had a 
family of seven children, namely: Dr. 
Walter C., of Alderson, Monroe Coun¬ 
ty, West Virginia; Lillian H., who 
lives at home; Delilah, who died at the 
age of 20 months; Margaret, who died 
at the age of 12 years; Philip, who 
died at the age of 23 years; Samuel, 
who resides on the old homestead; and 
Emma W., who lives at home. Dr. 
Beard and family belong to the Meth¬ 
odist Church. He is a valued member 
of the West Virginia Medical Associ¬ 
ation. His early practice entailed a 
daily ride, on some days of 60 miles, 
and still absorbs his whole time. He 
says he has never found time for a va¬ 
cation. He is well known through 
many counties and enjoys warm 
friends in all. In politics he has al- 
wavs been identified with the Demo- 
cratic party. 


JOHN \\"RIGHT, who is retired 
from active business, still retains his 
interest in the LaBelle Iron Works, 
and is a well known citizen of W'heel- 
ing. West Virginia. 

Mr. right was born at Pittsburg 
in 1824, and is a son of Thomas 
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\\Tight, with whom he worked as en¬ 
gineer in Shoenberger’s Mill at Pitts¬ 
burg until 1849, 'vhen he removed to 
\V"heeling, where he has since been lo¬ 
cated. He was engineer at the starting 
of the Belmont Mill, and continued 
thus until 1852, when, in the fall of the 
year, he took charge of the engines of 
the LaBelle Iron VV^orks. He remained 
with this concern until 1876, since 
which time he has lived practically in 
retirement, retaining, however, his iron 
and steel interests. 

John Wright was united in mar¬ 
riage, in the spring of 1852, with 
Eleanor Madden, who was born and 
reared in Wheeling. They became the 
parents of seven children, namely: 
Mrs. .\nna Hugus; Elizabeth, who is 
at home; Ella, wife of Cecil Robinson; 
M'illiam, deceased; John E., president 
of the LaBelle Iron Works; Maggie 
(laylor), who resides at Wheeling; 
and Carrie May, who was recently 
married to I'homas Stewart, and also 
resides in VV’heeling. John Wright has 
always been a Republican. Mrs. 
W'right belongs to the First United 
Presbyterian Church. 


ALEXANDER O. MAXWELL, 
who has been a resident of Wheeling, 
West \'irginia, since 1869, is secretary 
of the Bl(3ch Brothers Tobacco Com' 


pany and a prominent member of the 
Board of Education of that city. He 
was born in Ohio County, Virginia, 
now West Virginia, 10 miles from 
Wheeling, in 1858. He is a son of 
John D. Maxwell, and grandson of 
Thomas and Sarah (Steele) Maxwell, 
of Scotch-Irish descent; the former 
died in 18^4, and the latter, in 1872. 

Thomas Maxwell was born at the 
Redstone settlement in Pennsylvania, 
and removed to Ohio County, Virginia, 
now West Virginia with his father. 
Thev located on a farm 12 miles east 
of Wheeling, which property still re¬ 
mains in the possession of the family. 
Farming was the chief pursuit of the 
family up to that time. Thomas and 
Sarah Maxwell had eight children, as 
follows: John D.; Hester, deceased; 
Sarah Jane; Margaret Ann; Rachel 
Amanda; Elizabeth, deceased; Robert 
M.; and T. T. All the surviving mem¬ 
bers of the family reside in Ohio 
County, with the exception of Sarah 
Jane, who is a resident of Beaver 
County, Pennsylvania. 

John D. Maxwell was lx)rn in Ohio 
County, August 8, 1816, and was 
reared on the farm on which he re¬ 
mained until he arrived at maturity. 
At the age of alxDut 25 years, he at¬ 
tended the academy at West Alexan¬ 
der, Pennsylvania, in charge of Rev'. 
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Dr. McCliiskey, a Presbyterian min¬ 
ister, cotemporary with Dr. Hupp, of 
Wheeling. He became proficient in 
Latin and Greek and familiar with the 
sciences, during his course of four 
years. Upon leaving school, he taught 
for six months at Triadelphia, and 
during the three succeeding years 
taught a select schcx)! five miles from 
Wheeling. He then taught for seven 
seasons near his old home and Valley 
Grove. Two years later, he was mar¬ 
ried and then opened a merchandise 
store at Triadelphia, and later at 
Roney's Point, where he conducted 
business about two years. He then 
sold out and took charge of his father's 
farm, which he succeeded in clearing 
of a previously incurred indel)tedness. 
He removed to Wheeling in the fall of 
1869, and in 1S71 rented the stock 
yards of the Baltimore & Ohio Rail¬ 
road at Bellaire, and conducted them 
for about seven months. During 1858 
and 1859, he had served as deputy 
sheriff under Samuel Irwin, and under 
an act of the Legislature was appointed 
in 1867 by (iovernor Borenian a com¬ 
missioner for the ecpialization of lands 
—representing the First Senatorial 
District, which included Brooke, Han¬ 
cock and Ohio counties. The work 
occupied the commission for nearly a 
year. Mr. Maxwell was special deputy 


L'nited States marshal under Hegeman 
Slack, of Charleston, for 12 years or 
until the early ‘‘eighties,” since which 
time he has lived practically a retired 
life. Although 85 years of age, he is 
most active and hearty, and resides at 
No. 25 South Penn street, on the Isl¬ 
and. He was united in marriage with 
Margaret Pierson, who was bom in 
Ohio County, July 6, 1831, and is a 
daughter of Perry and Isabel (Frazer) 
Pierson, being one of sev^en children, as 
follows : Margaret; David; James C.; 
Jane: Narcissus; Abigail; and Perry 
FC This union resulted in the birth of 
eight children, as follows: Thomas 
T., a painter and contractor, of Wheel¬ 
ing; James P., of the firm of Hubbard 
& Pauli, of Wheeling, a meml>er of the 
executive committee of the West \^ir- 
ginia Wdiolesale Cirocers' AsstKiation; 
Alexander O.; Margaret (Lake), who 
resides on the Island, and has two chil¬ 
dren, Sidney and Marguerite; John 
Edward, who lives at home and is in 
the employ of the W heeling Electrical 
C'ompany; (Jeorge D., president of the 
Hicks & Hoge Dry Goods Company 
of Wheeling; R(ise (Montgomery), of 
Martin's Ferry, Ohio; and Schuyler 
Colfax, who died in infancy. 

Alexander O. Maxwell attended the 
public schools of W heeling until he was 
14 years of age. and then served an 
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apprenticesliip to the trade of a printer, 
with W'illiani Ewing. He afterward 
became a clerk in the employ of Isaiah 
Warren & Company, in the oil refinery 
at Wheeling, and occupied several 

• I 

clerical positions with them during the 
following six years. He served as 
traveling salesman for Simeon Baer’s 
Sons Grocery Company for five years, 
ind in 1888 began his business relations 

■ 

with the Bloch Brothers Tobacco Com¬ 
pany, as l)()okkeeper. In 1890, when 
this firm l)ecame incorporated, he was 
made secretary of the company, in 
which capacity he has since served with 
credii. 

Mr. Maxwell was united in mar¬ 
riage with Clementine Loomis, who 
died in 1896, leaving five children, as 1 
follows: Lillian B.; PMiia (i.; Mar- ' 
garet C.: John Alexander; and Harold. « 
He formed a second union, wedding i 
Emma W. Seybold, of W heeling, a ^ 
daughter of Joseph Seybold, deceased, ^ 
who was at one time cashier, and later 
president, of the Bank of W heeling, 
and was also sheriff of Ohio County. 
The subject of this sketch resides in 
the Seventh W'ard, on North Front 
street, on the Island. He is a Repul>- 
lican, and has taken an active interest 
in the affairs of his party. He was a 
member of the city executive commit¬ 
tee one vear, and was elected a menil)er 


of the Board of Education in 1892, to 
fill out an unexpired term. He served 
until 1894, when he was re-elected for 
a term of six years, and in 1900 w’as 
again elected to that office. Frater¬ 
nally, he is past master of Ohio Lodge, 
No. I. A. I". & A. M. In religious be¬ 
lief, the family has always l)een Presby¬ 
terian, but Mr. Maxwell is lilieral, at¬ 
tending the Protestant Episcopal and 
Methodist Episcopal Churches. 



MEIGS JACKSON BARTLETT. M. D. 

MEKiS J.\CKSON B.VRTLETT, 

M. D., a leading physician and sur¬ 
geon of Clarksburg, Harrison County, 
is one of the most eminent meml>ers of 
his profession in the Mountain State. 
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He was born at Simpson, Taylor 
County, Virginia, now West Virginia, 
on the 13th day of May, 1857, and is 
the eldest son of Jedidiah Waldo and 
Olive (Ryan) Bartlett. 

Tedidiah Waldo Bartlett, who 

^ * 

through the greater part of his life was 
a farmer and landed proprietor of Tay¬ 
lor County, was born in 1822 and died 
in 1898. His wife was bom in 1830 
and died in 1865, aged 35 years. 

The grandparents of Dr. Bartlett 
on his father's side were Josiah and 
Abidal (Goff) Bartlett; the former 
was born in 1800 and died at the 
age of 72, and the latter was bom 
in 1788 and died in 1880, lacking 
but eight years of completing the 
century mark of life. Josiah Bart¬ 
lett and his wife were descendants of 
some of the early settlers of the Old 
Dominion. Grandmother Bartlett was 
a sister of ^^"aldo, Nathan, David and 
Mary Goff, the last named of whom 
also married a Bartlett named Benja¬ 
min. The grandparents of our subject 
on his mother's side were John Ryan, 
who died in 1882, aged 80 years, and 
Sarah Radcliff, his wife, who died in 
1884. aged 78. 

Our subject’s early education was 
obtained in the public schocjl at Simp¬ 
son until the age of 14, when he was 
sent to the W'est \"irginia College at 


Flemington, from which he was gradu¬ 
ated at the age of 17. His early life 
was the usual one pertaining to being 
brought up on a farm; when not at 
school he did what he was able in help¬ 
ing to attend to the stock, but, withal,, 
it was observed that he was very studi¬ 
ously inclined and extremely fond of 
books at an unusually early age, all of 
which traits of character bore fruit in 
after years. 

Notwithstanding his youth, after 
graduating from the West Virginia 
College he taught school at various 
points for nine years, and during this 
period attended the classes at Fair¬ 
mont Normal College, from which he 
was graduated in 1878. Shortly there¬ 
after he was offered and accepted the 
position of office manager for Joseph 
Pell & Company, of South Palestine, 
Texas, which jKisition he filled with 
abilitv and to the satisfaction of his 
employers until 1880, when he re¬ 
turned to his native State, where, in 
I'aylor County, he l)egan the publica¬ 
tion of a newspaper called the 
Era, filling the position of editor-in- 
chief and business manager. The pa¬ 
per removed its headquarters to Tuck¬ 
er County in 1881, when the name was 
changed to the Tucker County Demo¬ 
crat and the publication came under 
other management. Leaving the edi- 
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tor's chair in 1881, he took up the 
^udy of the law under Daniel B. 
Lucas, of Charlestown, Jefferson 
County, but the legal profession not 
proving congenial to his nature, he 
abandon^l the study of law a year af¬ 
terward. 

In 1883, feeling the necessity of an 
active outrloor life, he removed to Har¬ 
rison County, where he took up a farm 
owned bv his father on the West Fork 
of the Monongahela River. In the fall 
of this year he became a benedict, and 
two years later built a residence for 
himself and family on property be¬ 
longing to his wife, near Hepzibah 
Church. During this period, until 
1892, he successfully pursued the oc¬ 
cupation of farming and stock raising: 
but the desire of his youth—the study 
and practice of medicine—being still 
strong upon him, he l)egan its study in 
1891. Finding it possible to obtain 
the requisite knowledge and experience 
in this profession only in a large city, 
where the necessary facilities were to 
1)e had, he removed with his family in 
1892 to Baltimore, Maryland, where he 
entered the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, of that city. Pursuing his 
studies with ardor and assiduity, he 
graduated with high honors in the first 
grade in 1895. holding diplomas in the 
various branches of gynecolog\' and 


obstetrics and catarrhal diseases. Af¬ 
ter a short time of rest and relaxation 
he returned to Harrison County, 
opened an office at No. 106 South 
Third street, in the city of Clarksburg, 
and entered upon his practice. So 
thorough are his methods and so varied 
is his knowledge of the profession that 
he has built up a very large practice— 
in short, the largest in the city,—to 
take care of which taxes his utmost en¬ 
ergies. Dr. Bartlett is looked upon as 
one of the solid and enterprising citi- 

zens of Clarksburg, foremost in all 

% 

movements for the progress and inter-^ 

est of the city; he owns his residence 

% • 

and other real estate there; besides hav¬ 
ing large interests in coal mines and 
coal lands in the county and State. 

He was coiisulting physician for 
the Pinnickinnick Coal Company from 
1893 to 1900; health officer of the city 
from 1898 to 1901; physician for the 
Monticello Brick Company from 1895 
to 1898 ; and physician for the Adams- 
ton Coal Company from 1896 to 1898. 
Owing to his constantly increasing 
practice. Dr. Bartlett found it neces¬ 
sary to gradually give up these posi¬ 
tions, only retaining those of exam¬ 
ining physician for the Phoenix Mutual 
Tdfe Insurance Company, of Hartford, 
Connecticut, and other large life and 
accident insurance companies. 
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In connection with his interests in 
coal mines and coal lands, he is vice- 
president of the Centralia Coal & Coke 
Company, which has a capital of $ioo,- 
ooo and controls 4,000 acres of coal 
land; secretary of the Capitol Land 
& Improvement Company, of Clarks¬ 
burg; a director of the Horner Land 
& Improvement Company, of Shinns- 
ton; and of the Industrial Land & Im¬ 
provement Company, of Clarksburg. 
In 1894 he became a member of the 
1 . O. O. F. Encampment and also 
joined the Knights of Pythias; and in 
1899 he became a member of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks and the Pinnickinnick Club. He 
is also a member of the Alumni Asso¬ 
ciation of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, of Baltimore, Maryland, and 
is consulting physician for the follow¬ 
ing insurance orders and companies: 
Ladies of the Maccabees; Mcxlern 
W’ oodmen of America; Woodmen of 
the World; Ancient Order of United 
W’orkmeii; Phoenix Mutual Life In¬ 
surance Company; and Provident Life 
& Trust Company. In his religious 
belief the Doctor is a strong Baptist. 
He has been a lifelong Democrat and 
sees no reason to change his political 
faith. 

On the 25th of October. 1883, Dr. 
Bartlett married Nannie E. Allen, of 


Harrison County, and has an interest¬ 
ing family of three daughters: Lala 
Olive, born February 12, 1886; Mary 
Lena, born July 23, 1889; and Eva 
Meigs, born November 4, 1891. 

When the arduous duties of his 
profession permit. Dr. Bartlett is a 
great reader and student; and hereto¬ 
fore he has been an extensive traveler 
over the United States, believing that 
it is well to know one’s own country 
and its beauties before going abroad 
to admire those in the other hemi¬ 
sphere. 



CHARLES B. BUSTER 

CHARLES B. BUSTER, county 

clerk of Greenbrier County, West Vir¬ 
ginia, and a representative citizen of 
Lewisburg, was born October 22, 1838, 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


607 


in Charleston, Kanawha County, Vir¬ 
ginia, now West Virginia, and is a. son 
of George W. and Ann E. (Chilton) 
Buster, both natives of Virginia, the 
former of Loudoun County and the 
latter of Warrenton, Fauquier County. 

The Buster family, which is of 
Scotch-Irish descent, was among the 
early settlers of the State of Virginia. 
Maj. Claudius Buster, the grand¬ 
father of our subject, spent the latter 
part of his life in Greenbrier County, 
a man of large means and the owner 
of valuable proj^erty. 

George \V^ Buster, father of 

Charles B. Buster, was well and favor- 

♦ 

ably known m Kanawha County, 
which he served both as deputy sheriff 
and as sheriff. From 1836 to 1858 he 
was the proprietor of the Blue Sulphur 
Springs, l>eing one of the original or¬ 
ganizers of the Blue Sulphur Com¬ 
pany, and finally by purchase becoming 
the sole owner. He was a leading 
memljer of the Democratic party for 
many years. His death occurred in 
Greenbrier County in 1868, at the age 
of 65 years. The mother of our sub¬ 
ject was a daughter of Dr. Samuel 
Chilton, of Fauquier County, and 
through this ancestral line Mr. Buster 
is connected with one of the oldest and 
most distinguished families of Eng¬ 
land. Dr. Samuel Chilton was a son 


of Charles and Elizabeth (Blackwell) 
Chilton, and was married to his cousin, 
Lucinda Blackwell, in 1795. 

The Chiltons of Virginia are de¬ 
scendants of an old English family,, 
originally of French descent, as the 
name indicates, although its derivation 
is somewhat uncertain. A recent 
writer upon the old families of Eng¬ 
land savs that it is derived from the 
chalk cliffs of Dover, near which the 
Chiltons are supposed to have settled 
when first landing on English shores. 
In 1066 William I, Duke of Normandy, 
styled “William the Conqueror,” set 
sail for the conquest of England, and 
inscril)e(l upon his banner roll was the 
name of Sir John Chilton. This is the 
first mention found of the use of the 
name, and it is reasonal)Ie to suppose 
that he remained, with others of his 
family, to share the spoils so liberally 
l)estowed by the Con(|ueror. Meml)ers 
of the family, with vassals and retain- 
ers, were in the train of Robert H, 
Duke of Normandy, son of William 
the Conqueror, when that doughty 
Crusader embarked for the Holy Land. 
From that time five centuries elapse be¬ 
fore anything more is heard of the 
Chiltons; in 1642 they again l)ecame 
prominent as loyal subjects of Charles 
Stuart, but later joined those who re¬ 
sisted the exactions and usurpations of 
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Charles and finally joined the Par¬ 
liamentarians. In 1678, 18 years after 
the accession of Charles II, three broth¬ 
ers of the name of Chilton came to 
America. Charles Chilton, the eldest 
of the family, settled in Westmoreland 
County, Virginia, on the banks of the 
Potomac River where he named his 
estate ‘'Currvoman.’' Charles Chilton 
had a family of four sons: Thomas, 
William, Charles and John. 

Thomas Chilton, the first-lx)m, in¬ 
herited the family estate, married a 
Miss Pearce, lived to old age and died 
without issue. William inherited 
"‘Maidstone,’' to Charles was given 
"‘Hereford’' and John obtained “Rock 
Spring.” Charles and John married 
sisters,—Betty and Letty Blackwell. 
Charles Chilton reared a large family, 
naming his children as followsJohn, 
Samuel (the grandfather of Charles 
B. Buster), Stephen, Blackwell, Mark, 
and Betty, the latter dying unmarried. 
John Chilton was an officer of a Vir¬ 
ginia regiment in the Revolutionary 
War. and was killed during the l)attle 
of Brandywine, leaving children as fol¬ 
lows: Thomas. Joseph, (George, Nancy 
and Lucv. W’illiam Chilton married 
a Miss Orrick and at death left three 
children: Orrick, William and Susan. 
Thomas Chilton left no children and 
Orrick, the eldest son of W'illiam, be¬ 


came the heir-at-law and inherited the 
great* Chilton estates. He married a 
Miss Corbin. 

Of the two other brothers who also 
came to America, after the restoration 
of Charles II, but little is known 
One settled in Virginia and the other 
in Maryland. Of the Virginia brother, 
a few descendants, perhaps, remain in 
Bedford or Campl)ell counties. In 
Marvland the name still lives, one 
branch having intermarried with the 
Snowdens of Baltimore. Laura Chil¬ 
ton, principal of the convent school at 
W’heeling, W’est Virginia, was one of 
that family. A late writer, comment- 
ing on the families of Westmoreland 
County, such as the Lees, Washington, 
Ashtons, and others, says: “Pursuing 
our journey along the river banks, we 
came to ‘Currvoman.’ A slab marks 
this as the home of the Chiltons. 
Their descendants settled in the upper 
county, Fau(|uier, where the name still 
lives, but there is nothing but a cross 
road and a hidden slab to recall the 
name.” 

In 1620, when the “Majilower” 
landed at Plymouth Rock, Marv 
Chilton was the first to step ashore. 
This was some years in advance of the 
Parliamentarian emigrations, but the 
same resolute spirit prevailed and 
this was doubtless one of the same- 
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family. Dr. James Chilton, the emi¬ 
nent chemist, was one of the Puritan 
stock, although the name has not been 
a very noted one in the United States. 
A memljer of the family, Tom Chil¬ 
ton, of Kentucky, probably became 
one of the l)est known to the public. 
He was a man of surprising eloquence 
and of varied gifts and acquirements, 
but from an extreme fickleness of 
character never pursued any calling 
long enough to achieve enduring 
greatness. Sam Chilton of Fauquier 
County, was a man of fair talents and 
as a lawyer excelled as a criminal 
pleader. He was much esteemed by 
those who knew him well and was 
greatly admired for his genial, pleas¬ 
ant manner. John Chilton, of \'icks- 
burg, was a distinguished lawyer. 
Of those who embraced the medical 
profession. Dr. John Chilton of Fau¬ 
quier became the most prominent. 
The Chilton coat of arms, said to be 
one of the finest in the book of 
heraldry, is a chevron boar's head and 
red and white rose. 

Charles B. Buster, our .subject, the 
efficient county clerk of Greenbrier 
County, was an infant when his par¬ 
ents removed thither from Kanawha 
Countv. There he was reared and 

w 

educated and passed his earlier life as 


a farmer. In 1872 he accepted a 
clerkship with McMann & Company, 
contractors for the improvement of 
the (jreenbrier River, and remained 
with them until the work was finished 
in 1874. after which he engaged with 
Rarnum & Hurley, contractors of 
construction work on the Chesapeake 
& Ohio Railway and continued with 
them until the work was almost com¬ 
pleted. He was first elected county 
clerk in 1884. Mr. Buster is serving 
his fourth temi in that capacity and is 
one of the most popular of the county 
officials. He has also l)een justice of 
the peace for four years. In politics 
he has always been identified with the 

0 

Democratic party. 

Mr. Buster married \"irginia \V. 
Hamilton, who was a daughter of 
Jacob Hamilton, and was born near 
Blue Sulphur Springs, (Jreenbrier 
County, February 22, 1838, and died 
at Lewisburg, September 8, 1886. A 
family of four children were l)orn to 
this marriage, namely: Annie H., who 
married I.ewis P. Houseman of Pueb¬ 
lo, Colorado; Emma B., who married 
Harry A. Henderson, a native of Sus- 
.sex, England; T'annie. who died at 
the age of 22 years, and Charles, who 
died aged 18 years. The .second mar¬ 
riage of Mr. Buster was to Mattie W'. 
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Cooper, and two children have been 
born to this union: Blackwell C. and 
Mary E. 

In religious belief Mr. Buster is 
a Presbyterian. His long connection 
with public affairs has given him a 
wide acquaintance and many friends. 



MAJ. WILLIAM P. EWING. M. O.. LL. D. 

MAJ. WILLIAM P. EWING, M. 

D., LL. D., who is now living practic¬ 
ally retired at Charleston, West Vir¬ 
ginia, for many years has been at the 
head of his noble profession in his sec¬ 
tion of the State. He was born in 
Rockbridge County, \ irginia, Decem¬ 
ber 3, 1821, and is a son of Rev. J. 
D. and Drucilla L. (Tate) Ewing, the 
former of whom was born in Rock¬ 


ingham County and the latter in 
Augusta County, Virginia. 

Rev. J. D. Ewing was a Presby¬ 
terian minister and was of Scotch-Irish 
extraction. The Tate family belonged 
to Revolutionary stock and is quite 
numerous in Augusta County, Vir¬ 
ginia. 

Dr. Ewing received the best edu¬ 
cational advantages his locality af¬ 
forded and in early manhood decided 
upon his professional course. In prep¬ 
aration he entered Washington Col¬ 
lege, now Washington and Lee Uni- 

versitv, later took a course at the Vir- 
• * 

ginia Military Institute and later 
entered Jefferson Medical College at 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he 
was graduated in 1846. From that 
date to 1871 he continued in practice 
in his native locality, interrupted some¬ 
what by the exigencies of the Civil 
War in which he took a noble part, 
and then he moved to Charleston, West 
Virginia. At the time the present 
flourishing city was but a hamlet, but 
its situation was favorable and its pros¬ 
pects bright, and Dr. Ewing wisely 
concluded it would be a desirable place 
of residence. As years passed on. his 
field of usefulness became larger and 
the measure of esteem in which he was 
held increased, hew men in the lo¬ 
cality are more thoroughly respected. 
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Dr. Ewing continued in the pro¬ 
fession until 1900 when he practically 
retired from active work. He has been 
at various times much honored in his 
profession. Formerly he filled the 
chair of physiology and chemistry in 
the Kanawha Military Institute and 
was surgeon of the Institute with the 
title of major. For a number of years 
he served on the State Board of Health. 
During the Civil War his services were 
gratuitously given to both armies, in 
the cause of humanity, and the suffer¬ 
ings of many a poor soldier were eased 
by his gentle ministrations and pro¬ 
fessional skill. During the adminis¬ 
tration of President Cleveland, Dr. 
Ewing served as United States pension 
examiner. He has been city physician 
of Charlest(m and at one time was 
president of the Kanawha County 
Medical Society. He was local surgeon 
of the Chespeake & Ohio Railway and 
medical examiner of the Equitable 
Life Assurance Society of the United 
States. His personal character is of 
the highest standard and his profes¬ 
sional ability l)eyond question. 

On January 20, 1848, Dr. Ewing 
was married to Annie Sturges of Dan¬ 
ville, \"irginia, who was lK)rn in Lou¬ 
isiana. The three children of Dr. and 
Mrs. Ewing arc: Henry P.. Mrs. Fan¬ 
nie L. Scott, and Mrs. Ella W. Mar¬ 
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shall. In his evening of life Dr. Ewing 
was called upon to suffer a great grief 
in the loss of his devoted wife, on De¬ 
cember 10, 1902,—she was 81 years 
old. She was a most estimable 
Christian lady, beloved and deeply 
mourned. In religious belief Dr. 
Ewing is a Presbyterian. 



HOMER P. DIXON. 

HOMER P. DIXON, general 

manager of the Charleston Home 
Telephone Company, of Charleston, 
W'est Virginia, was l)orn November 
-8, 1875, at Montezuma, Georgia, and 
is a son of O. F. and Sarah (Renfroe) 
Dixon, natives of (Georgia, the former 
being a prominent agriculturist and 
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lumberman in the vicinity of Monte¬ 
zuma. 

Homer P. Dixon is the eldest of 
a family of seven children born to his 
parents. After passing through the 
•common .school course and -graduating 
with credit from the high school, he 
•decided to enter the electrical field. 
Enrolling with the International Cor¬ 
respondence School of Scranton, Penn¬ 
sylvania, he took the prescribed 
‘Course in that institution and gradu¬ 
ated in 1903. Previously he had oc¬ 
cupied a position as chief electrician 
with the South Carolina long distance 
telephone company, in which position 
he gave entire satisfaction. Desiring 
to find a more extended opportunity 
for work in his line, Mr. Dixon re¬ 
moved to Charleston, West Virginia, 
in 1502. and accepted a position as 
general manager of the Charleston 
Home Telephone Company. This pro¬ 
gressive enterprise was incorporated 
under the laws of West Virginia with 
James Payne as president, E. E. New¬ 
man as treasurer, and E, A. Barnes 
as secretary. The company owns and 
controls 1.030 instruments, is giving 
the best of satisfaction and is operat¬ 
ing lines from Charleston to Hunting- 
ton, W’infield and Clendenin, and sev¬ 
eral additional short lines. Its lines 
also connect with all the principal 


points in Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana 
and Kentucky, over the lines of the 
United States Telq^hone Company. 
The main office is located on the third 
floor of the Kanawha National Bank 
building where the quarters are com¬ 
modious and convenient. 

On December 24, 1902, Mr. Dixon 
was married to Maud Macon, a young 
ladv of Columbia, South Carolina. 
She is an active member of the Baptist 
Church at Charleston. Mr. Dixon was 
reared in the Methodist faith. 

Mr. Dixon is a young man of 
energy and ability, devoted to his pro¬ 
fession and the people of Charleston 
can congratulate themselves that their 
telephone company, now a necessity of 
modern life, is under the management 
of a capable and practical electrician. 


GEORGE A. FLACCUS, the 

originator and proprietor of the firm 
of Flaccus Brothers, which conducts 
the largest fruit preserving plant in 
West Virginia, aiid another large pre¬ 
serving plant at. New • Philadelphia, 
Ohio, is a resident and prominent citi¬ 
zen of Wdieeling; lie was born in W'ash- 
ington County, Ohio, and is a son of 
(ieorge C. Flaccus. 

His father, George C. Flaccus, who 
has lived a retired life for many years 
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at his home near Altenheim, two and a 
half miles east of Wheeling, on the Na¬ 
tional Road, is a native of Germany 
and came to this country in 1848, first 
locating at Pittsburg, where he re¬ 
mained a short time, then removed to 
a farm eight miles north of Marietta, 
in Washington County, Ohio, and 
moved to W^'lieeling about the close of 
the Civil War. 

George A. Flaccus, subject of this 
sketch, was reared and educated in 
W’heeling, where he attended the public 
schools, Linsly Institute and the 
W heeling Business College. From 
1876 until 1879, he, together with his 
brothers, conducted a wholesale gro¬ 
cery store, manufacturing much of the 
goods that they sold. For the past ,?o 
years, especial attention has been gi\ en 
to the manufacture of catsup, prc- 
^ serves, etc., the first plant being located 
at Altenheim, where the business was 
l^egun in a small way, together with the 
grocery at 23rd and Market streets. In 
1890, the business was removed to its 
present location on the corner of 17th 
and Chapline streets. Mincemeat and 
canned goods were the first manufac¬ 
tured, but in later years the famous 
Steers-Head catsup became the s|)ecial- 
ty, \)cing manufactured and shipped by 
carloads, together with preserves, 
pickles, canned g(X)ds, sauces, etc., to 


all parts of the country. The buildings 
occupied cover the entire square on 
i/th street, from Chapline street to- 
Eoff street, and are well equipped with 
up-to-date machinery, especially adap¬ 
ted for the purposes designed, most of 
it invented and made by the firm. 

Flaccus Brothers were the first 
firm to engage in the manufacture of 
this line of goods in Wheeling and 
among the first west of the Alleghany 
Mountains, as then most manufactur¬ 
ers of these goods were located in East¬ 
ern Pennsylvania, New York, Mary¬ 
land and New Jersey. They contract 
with farmers and gardeners in the ter¬ 
ritory adjoining Wheeling and at their 
plant in New Philadelphia, Ohio, to- 
furnish most of the necessary products, 
while large supplies are also drawn 
from other large fruit centers. 

Alx)ut 60,000 square feet is the 
present area of floor space at the 
W’heeling plant, which has been con¬ 
tinually added to since 1890, while the 
New Philadelphia plant has*about 30,- 
000 scjuare feet more; the firm has 
agents and salesmen in all parts of the- 
country, from Maine to California, par¬ 
ticularly in the largest cities and is only 
able to partly supply the ever increas¬ 
ing demand. 

(ieorge A. Flaccus married Ella B. 
Friend, a sister of Kennedv Friend,. 

0f ^ 
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who is engaged in the furniture busi¬ 
ness in Wheeling. For seventeen years 
they resided on the Island and for the 
j)ast six years have maintained a l^eau- 
tiful summer home on the National 
Road, near Wheeling Park, which since 
the spring of 1901 they have made their 
l)ermanent residence,—it is called ''The 
Pines” and is surrounded by l>eautiful 
and well kept grounds. Mr. and Mrs. 
1 ^'laccus have one daughter, Adelaide, 
aged 18 years, who is attending school 
at Washington, D. C. Politically he 
has always been a Republican. 



ARTHUR JAY VALENTINE. 

ARTHUR JAY X'ALEXTIXE, 

one of the able lawyers of West \"ir- 
ginia, residing at Parsons, Tucker 


County, was born in 1866 in Barbour 
County, West Virginia, and removed 
to Tucker County in 1887. He is a 
son of Andrew and Rachel (Digman) 
Valentine, both of whom were also 
natives of Barbour County. 

Andrew Valentine died in 1888, at 
the age of 55 years. In private life 
he was a farmer, but during the con¬ 
tinuance of the Civil War he was a 
brave and gallant soldier. In 1862 he 
entered the Confederate Army, enli.st- 
ing in Company E, 62nd Regiment, 
Virginia Infantry, and served through 
the war. While on a sick furlough, 
in 1864, he was made a prisoner, and 
spent the last 11 months of the war at 
Camp Chase. He entered the army as 
a private but for valor was promoted 
to the rank of ist lieutenant and later 
became major. The mother of our 
subject died in 1891, aged 55 years. 
She was a most worthy meml)er of the 
Methodist Protestant Church. Our 
subject is the oldest of their three chil¬ 
dren. his two sisters l)eing: Sarah E., 
wife of Stephen Murphy, of Montrose, 
West X^irginia; and Carrie Bell, who 
resides at Keyser, W’est Virginia, l)e- 
ing the widow of Charles Sharps, who 
was killed in a railroad accident in 
1902. 

.Arthur Jay X’^alentine had only the 
advantages of a district school educa- 
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tion and private instruction. After 
completing’ his own education, he be¬ 
gan teaching, a pursuit he followed for 
five years and then entered the law of¬ 
fice, in 1886, of A’ C. Bowman, of 
BarlK)ur County. After a few months’ 
reading, in the fall of 1886 he was ad¬ 
mitted to the bar at Beverly, West 
Virginia. In the summer of 1887 he 
began practice at St. George, which 
was formerly the county seat of Tucker 
County, and remained there until 1893 
when he removed to Parsons, which has 
l>een his home up to the present time. 

Mr. \’'alentine is a director of the 
Tucker County Bank, but is not act¬ 
ively interested in other enterprises, 
giv’ing all of his attention to his large 
and important practice. His chosen 
line has been mainly commercial and 
corporation law and for several years 
he has been local counsel for the West 
V’^ir<4inia Central & Pittsburg Railroad 
Comi)any; the Parsons Pulp & Paper 
Company, an important industry capi¬ 
talized at about $500,000; J. K. Mosser 
& Company, probably the largest inde- 
j)endent tanners in the United States; 
the Otter Creek Boom & Luml)er Com¬ 
pany and the Hamilton Leather Com¬ 
pany. Mr. Valentine bears the reputa¬ 
tion of l^eing a hard student in his pro¬ 
fession, prompt and unfailing in his en¬ 
gagements and honest in his dealings. 


On December 2, 1891, Mr. Valen¬ 
tine was married to Lummie Kalar, 
who was Ix>m in I’reston County in 
1868, and is a daughter of Samuel and 
Mary Kalar. h'ive children have been 
lx)rn to this marriage, namely: Jes¬ 
sie and Elsie, both deceased, and Zil- 
lah, Arthur J. and Mark Twain. Mrs. 
V^alentine is a member of the Presby¬ 
terian Church. In politics Mr. Valen¬ 
tine is a Repul)lican, and fraternally he 
is an Odd Fellow. 



HON. WARREN MILLER. 

HOX. WARREN MILLER, 

judge of the Supreme Court of Ap¬ 
peals of West Virginia, a jurist of na¬ 
tional reputation and a prominent cit¬ 
izen of Ripley, Jackson County, West 
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\’’irginia, was born April 2, 1848, in 
Meigs County, Ohio, and is a son of 
Lewis M. and Elizabeth (Shinn) Mil¬ 
ler, the former of whom was born in 
Ohio, and the latter, in Virginia. 
Lewis M. Miller removed from Ohio 
to Jackson County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, in 1850, and there en¬ 
gaged in fanning during the remain¬ 
ing years of his active life. Both he 
and his wife died at their home in 
Jackson County, in 1889, his death 
occurring at the age of 78 years, and 
hers at the age of 77. 

Judge ^Miller obtained the rudi¬ 
ments of his literarv education in the 
common schools, and in 1866 entered 
the preparatory department of the Ohio 
L'liiversity, which he left four years 
later to l^egin the reading of law. In 
the meantime he taught school and 
applied himself to his chosen study, 
and in January, 1871, he was admitted 
to the bar. From the outset he com¬ 
manded attention in his practice, his 
earnestness and ability making him a 
notable figure in every case. In 1871 
he was made assistant prosecuting at¬ 
torney for two years, his qualifica¬ 
tions for the office being so apparent. 
Other honors were given him: in 
1873 he was made commissioner of 
school lands, and in 1880 he was made 
prosecuting attorney of Jackson Coun¬ 


ty, and was re-elected in 1884. A 
partnership formed with Judge R. S. 
Brown continued for 20 years, during 
which time some of the most import¬ 
ant cases ever brought before the bar 
in the county, were handled with abil¬ 
ity by this firm, Judge Miller contin¬ 
ually making progress in the confi¬ 
dence of the public. Political honors 
were also given him. In 1890 he was 
elected a member of the House of Del¬ 
egates and there his trained mind and 
legal knowledge proved of inestimable 
value to his constituents. Defeated in 
1892 by only 97 votes in the whole 
State for the position of Supreme 
Court judge, in 1894 he was elected 
a member of the 54th Congress, from 
the Fourth Congressional District of 
West Virginia. In 1896 his course 
was marked with approval by re-elec¬ 
tion, and at the close of this long pub¬ 
lic service he was honored in the high¬ 
est degree by being appointed judge 
of the Sixth Judicial District, in No- 
^'ember, 1900. In 1902 he was elected 
to fill out an unexpired term; and on 
January 17, 1903, he was appointed 
judge of the Supreme Court of Ap¬ 
peals of the State. His earnest sup¬ 
port has always been given to the Re¬ 
pul)! lean party in which he is a lead¬ 
ing exponent. 

In fraternal relationship Judge 
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Miller affiliates with Ripley Lodge, 
No. 16, A. F. & A. M.; the I. O. O. 
F., and the K\ of P. In religion, he 
belongs to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. He has earned honor and re¬ 
spect in public life by his high per¬ 
sonal character as well as by his 
marked ability, and has performed ex¬ 
cellent service in the many responsible 
positions to which his fellow citizens 
have called him. 



WILLIAM H. CARFER. 

WILLIAM H. CARFER, one of 

the two incumbents of the office of 
justice of the peace, in the Parkers¬ 
burg district. Wood County, to which 
honorable position he was elected by 

the Republicans, in 1900, was bom in 

14 


1854 in Marshall County, Virginia, 
now West Virginia, and is a son of 
Stephen and Sophia (Rol^erts) Carfer. 

The paternal grandparents of our 
subject came from Holland in the early 
days of the last century, and settled in 
Marshall County, Virginia, now West 
Virginia. There Stephen Carfer was 
born in 1817. He married Sophia 
Rolierts, who was also a native of Mar¬ 
shall County. She died in 1875. In 

1855 Stephen Carfer and wife removed 
to Wood County, locating near Lime¬ 
stone Hill, 17 miles from Parkers¬ 
burg, which place continued to be the 
family home. In the spring of 1864 
he enlisted for service in the Civil War, 
in Company K, 15th Reg., West Vir¬ 
ginia Vol. Inf., and four months later, 
in July, was killed at the battle of 
Snicker's Gap, aged 47 years. In pol¬ 
itics he always took a deep interest and 
was a Whig, Know-Nothing and later 
a Republican. Of the family of 12 chil¬ 
dren born to Stephen and Sophia 
(Roberts) Carfer, seven are deceased, 
three dying in infancy. The surviving 
members are: Sophronia Elizabeth, 
wife of Ithamer Brown, a veteran of 
the Civil War, who is now a farmer of 
Wirt County, West Virginia; Sarah 
Catherine, wife of William Brown, a 
farmer of Calhoun County, West Vir¬ 
ginia; and our subject and his two 
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brothers, J. M. and S. M., who are well 
known contractors and builders at 
Parkersburg*. 

William H. Carfer had but limited 
educational opportunities and began 
active life at the age of 13 years. Be¬ 
ing reared on the farm, he followed 
that vocation in Wood County until he 
was 36 years old, being also occupied 
for five years in a sawmill business. In 
1890 he moved to Parkersburg and 
in 1891 began work in the railroad 
shops of the Baltimore & Ohio Rail¬ 
road C(3mpany as a carpenter. In 
1893 accepted a position on the city 
police force and in July, 1896, was mafle 
lieutenant of police. In the succeed¬ 
ing August he was nominated for con- 
stable of the Parkersburg district and 
was elected in the following Novem¬ 
ber, ser^’ing most efficiently for four 
years, or until his election to his pres¬ 
ent position. 

In 1880 ^Ir. Carfer married Violet 
Adalaide Owings. daughter of Will¬ 
iam and Mary A. Owings. William 
Owings followed the trade of tobacco 
packer and farmer in Wood County. 
Mrs. Carfer died in 1898: one daugh¬ 
ter, Marv Estella, is also deceased; and 

m ' 

William Clayton, the eldest son, died 
in June, 1902. Two surviving sons, 
Archie Boyd and John Franklin, re¬ 
side with their father in the pleasant 


family home at No. 1021 Avery street, 
Parkersburg. 

Mr. Carfer has ahvays been iden¬ 
tified with the Republican party. For 
the past 25 years he has been a member 
of the Methodist Church. Fraternally 
he is a past chancellor in the Knights 
of Pythias, l^eing a member of Hope 
Lodge, X"o. 10. He is also a member 
of the Senior and Junior Orders of 
United American Mechanics; and has 
represented the Seniors at State meet¬ 
ings four different years. 



J. C. SIMMONS. 

J. C. SIMMONS, one of the lead¬ 
ing business men of Harrisville, Ritch¬ 
ie County, West Virginia, was l)<>m 
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December 24, 1868, near Harrisville. 
His father, Aaron Simmons, was one 
of the prominent farmers of that local¬ 
ity. 

Mr. Simmons was reared on his fa¬ 
ther's farm and attended the local 
schools until the spring of 1890, when 
he entered the Normal School of Har- 
risviile, to fit himself for the vocation 
of teacher. This profession he fol¬ 
lowed until 1893, when he entered the 
drug store of W. S. Hamilton at Har¬ 
risville where he remained until 1896, 
when he passed a highly creditable ex¬ 
amination l^efore the State Board of 
Pharmacy, at Wheeling, after which 
he took charge of the same store for J. 
W\ McKeever & Company, successors 
to W. S. Hamilton. In 1898, he pur¬ 
chased a drug store at Middlelxnirne, 
Tyler County, W’est Virginia, and 
commenced business for himself. In 
1000, he sold his store in Middle- 
bourne, and purchased the drug store 
in Harrisville, formerly owned by J. 
W. McKeever & Comi)any, where he 
has since carried on a large and suc¬ 
cessful business. 

On April 29, 1896, Mr. Simmons 
was united in marriage to Bernice Mc- 
Dmigal, daughter of A. S. McDougal, 
of Harrisville. One son, Donald Cam¬ 
eron, has been Ixirn to this marriage, 
August 31, 1900. 


Mr. Simmons’ success is an illus¬ 
tration of what a young man may ac¬ 
complish, when possessed of will and 
energy, combined with excellent habits. 



FRANK WELLS CLARK. 

FRANK WELLS CLARK was 

I)orn in New Martinsville, Wetzel 
('ounty, W'est Virginia, where he still 
resides, November 30, 1868, and is a 
son of Josephus Clark, one of the most 
prominent business men of that section 
of the State. His mother was Lina 
Russell Cox, daughter of Friend Cox. 

Mr. Clark prepared for college in 
Magnolia High School, in his native 
town, and entered the freshman class 
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of the West Virginia University the 
fall of 1886. He was prominent 
among the student body during his 
course, editing the college magazine 
and daily, and representing on public 
occasions the organizations to which 
he belonged, and graduated with the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts with the 
class of 1890, of which he was presi¬ 
dent. The following year he returned 
to the University and was graduated 
from the Law School. During his 
college career he became one of the 
founders of the West Virginia Alpha 
Chapter of the Phi Kappa Psi fra¬ 
ternity. 

After two years, Mr. Clark entered 
Harvard University, where he contin¬ 
ued the study of the law, also giving 
attention to historv, economics and so- 
cial science. He received his diploma 
from the Harvard Law School in June, 
1896, and located in New Martinsville, 
with whose subsequent growth and de¬ 
velopment he has been actively identi¬ 
fied. He was one of the founders of 
the New Martinsville Bank, of which 
he is a director. He helped organize 
the New Martinsville Grocery Compa¬ 
ny (wholesale), of which he is a lead¬ 
ing stockholder. He is the president 
of the New Martinsville Glass Manu¬ 
facturing Company, having l>een one 
of the leaders in the work of putting 


that important industry on a sound 
financial basis. He has been somewhat 
identified with the oil development of 
his State. On the whole he has met 
with gratifying success both in busi¬ 
ness and in his chosen profession, and 
has hown himself willing and anxious 
to aid in everything pertaining to the 
public welfare. 

In politics he was formerly a Dem¬ 
ocrat, but has always opposed the Bry¬ 
an movement, and voted for McKin¬ 
ley’s second election. During this 
campaign he made one speech, which 
was printed and circulated by the Re¬ 
publican State Committee. He is now 
actively identified with the Republi¬ 
can party, presiding over the last coun¬ 
ty convention of that organization. 

Mr. Clark is a member and active 
worker in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. He is also a prom¬ 
inent meml)er of the Masonic fratern¬ 
ity. He is now filling his fifth suc¬ 
cessive term as master of Wetzel 
Lodge, No. 39, A. F. & A. M., is dep¬ 
uty grand lecturer of the second Ma¬ 
sonic district, and is an officer of the 
Grand Lodge of West Virginia, A. F. 
& A. M. He is also a Knight Tem¬ 
plar, a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Ma¬ 
son, and a Shriner. He is the founder 
of The Magnolia Club, of New Mar¬ 
tinsville, of which he has been presi- 
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dent since its organization, it being one 
of the most successful and well man¬ 
aged social organizations in West Vir¬ 
ginia. 



JAMES CARROLL FRAZER. 

JAMES CARROLL FRAZER, 

senior member of the law firm of Fra¬ 
zer & Frazer, at Morgantown, Monon¬ 
galia County, W est Virginia, and sec¬ 
retary and treasurer of the Morgan¬ 
town Bridge & Improvement Compa¬ 
ny, was lx>rn June 29, 1867, at Mar- 
tinsburg. West Virginia. He is a son 
of Hugh Andrew and Margaret Jane 
(Carroll) b'razer. 

Hugh Andrew bVazer, our sul>- 


ject's father, was born in Cumberland 
County, Pennsylvania, and died at the 

56 years, in 1900. He was a 
wholesale merchant and operated the 
first grain elevator in the Valley of Vir¬ 
ginia. Prior to the close of the Civil 
War, he was engaged in a tanning 
business in his native State. In 1866 
he came to W^st V’^irginia and located 
at Martinsburg. In politics he was a 
Republican. He was a deacon in the 
Presbyterian Church. Margaret Jane 
(Carroll) I'razer, our subject’s moth¬ 
er, was lx)m in Hunterdon County, 
New Jersey, and now resides at Del- 
mar, California, in her 55th year. 
I'our children were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Frazer. 

James Carroll Frazer graduated 
with honors from the Martinsburg 
High School in 1883 and in October 
of the same year entered Fishburne 
I Military Academy at Waynestoro, 
X'^irginia, but within a few months was 
obliged to leave on account of fail¬ 
ing eyesight. He returned to Mar¬ 
tinsburg and entered his father’s 
whole.sale establishment and remained 
there two and a half years as his fa¬ 
ther’s representative in the grain busi¬ 
ness. He then went W est and for a 
long period had charge of the grain 
traffic on the Chicago, RckIc Island & 
Pacific Railway, with head(|uarters at 
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St. Joseph, Missouri. After five years 
he resigned, as his health was impaired 
and spent a season in recuperating. 

In 1890 Mr. Frazer was married 
to Leila Jessie Cropp, who was born 
in Surrey, England, and is a daugh¬ 
ter of John Cropp, who was the in¬ 
ventor of many improvements in the 
manufacture of the celebrated Lons¬ 
dale prints at Manchester, England. 
One son was Ixjrn to this marriage, 
Hugh Carroll, who is now a student at 
Bookham, Surrey, England. After 
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Frazer 
spent a year in England and on the 
Continent and then returned to Mar- 
tinsburg and engaged in business. In 
January, 1898, Mr. and Mrs. Frazer 
removed to Morgantown and both en¬ 
tered the law dq)artment of the Uni¬ 
versity of West Virginia, taking a full 
course and graduating in June, 1899. 
Mr. Frazer and his talented wife then 
formed the law partnership of Frazer 
& Frazer, which has l>een one of the 
successful legal firms of the city. Mr. 
Frazer is interested in various busi¬ 
ness enterprises. On March i, 1903, 
he was appointed by Governor A. B. 
White, a meml>er of his staff, with the 
rank of colonel. 

In politics Mr. Frazer is a stanch 
Republican. Both he and his wife be¬ 
long to the Protestant Episcopal 


Church in which he is a vestryman. 
They have just completed a handsome 
home in Morgantown which is always 
hospitably thrown open to their many 
friends. 



HON. STEPHEN BENTON ELKINS. 

HON. STEPHEN BENTON 
ELKINS, who has attained eminence 
as a lawver, financier and statesman, 

9 ^ 

whose name is familiar to every stu¬ 
dent of the countrv's historv, is a man 
of more than exceptional ability as he 
is also of striking appearance. As Sec- 
retarv of War in the cabinet of the late 

9 

President Benjamin Harrison, he dis¬ 
played great qualities of statesman¬ 
ship which did much to promote inter¬ 
national peace, and as senior United 
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States Senator from West Virginia, he 
is regarded as one of the most capa¬ 
ble and forceful men in the Senate of 
the United States. 

Senator Elkins was born on his 
father’s farm, in Perry County, Ohio, 
Scpteml)er 26, 1841. During his early 
bovhood, his father removed to Mis- 
souri and he there obtained his educa¬ 
tion in the public schools in his vicin¬ 
ity, and later in the State University 
of Missouri, graduating from the lat¬ 
ter in j86o, at the head of his class. 
He entered upon the study of the law, 
but early in the progress of the Civil 
War he entered the Union Army and 
served as captain of a company for 
some lime on the ^lissouri l>order. He 
was admitted to the bar in 1863, and 
in 1864 went to New Mexico for the 
practice of his profession. In many 
wavs this field was undesirable as it 

m 

was then a rough loonier country, with 
a population that was two-thirds Span¬ 
ish. But this condition was no deter¬ 
rent to a man of the calibre of Sena¬ 
tor Elkins. He mastered the Spanish 
language, l>ecoming through hard 
study proficient in the tongue, in one 
year. His capacity was S(K)n so thor¬ 
oughly tested and proved that clients 
flocked to him and he gained popular- 
itv and influence. 

Although yet young in years, his 


fellow citizens recognized his great 
I abilitv and in 1866 sent him to the 
Territorial Legislature. He did not 
disappoint his friends, his work in that 
body constantly displaying his devo¬ 
tion to the welfare of the Territory. 
In 1867 he was made Attorney Gen¬ 
eral of New Mexico. In the follow¬ 
ing year he was appointed by Presi¬ 
dent Johnson, United States district 
attornev for the Territorv, and he was 

I 

one of the few officials of that admin- 
! istration who met with the approval 
, of President Grant. In this position 
I it became the dutv of Senator Elkins 

IT 

I to enforce the act of Congress, prohib- 
i iting slavery in the territories of the 
1 /nited States and he was the first of- 
' ficial whf) fjuietly and faithfully exe¬ 
cuted the law, although he met with 
I dangerous op])osition from the rich and 
' influential and even suffered threats 
I of personal violence. In 1873 
ator I'.Ikins was elected a delegate from 
the Territory to the 43rd Congress, by 
a majority of 4,000 votes over his 
Mexican opponent, and in 1875 
re-elected. In Congress he rapidly 
gained prominence through his indus¬ 
try, ability and effective support of im¬ 
portant measures, and during his sec¬ 
ond term he was untiring in his efforts 
to secure the admission of New Mex¬ 
ico as a State. 
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Senator Elkins has always been 
stanch in his Republicanism, and his 
four active years in Washington 
brought him into close association with 
public affairs and he l)ecanie a prom¬ 
inent supporter of the policy of pro¬ 
tection to American industries. In 
1875 he was appointed a member of 
the Republican National Committee 
upon wliich he served through three 
presidential campaigns. In 1884 the 
executive committee elected him chair¬ 
man and it was mainly through his 
personal friendship for lx)th James G. 
Blaine and, later, Benjamin Harrison, 
that both of these distinguished men 
became candidates for the Presidency. 
On December 17, 1891, hel)ecame Sec¬ 
retary of War, under President Harri¬ 
son, an appointment which brought to 
that office a natural born statesman of 
intellectual strength, an excellent or¬ 
ganizer and a most courteous and dip¬ 
lomatic gentleman. 

After closing his term of service in 
Congress, in 1878 Senator Elkins re¬ 
moved from New Mexico to West V^ir- 
ginia. Prior to that he had, however, 
Ixxrome a man of business as well as a 
politician and was ranked with the 
capitalists of the Southwest. For 13 
years he was president of the First Na¬ 
tional I»ank of Santa Fe and was one 
of the largest land owners in the coun¬ 


try and an extensive owner of silver 
mines in Colorado. After removing 
to West Virginia, in company with his 
father-in-law, ex-Senator Davis, he de¬ 
voted himself, apart from political life, 
to the development of the great natural 
resources of the State, in the coal and 
timber business as well as in the con¬ 
struction of railroads. While success 
has crowned these enterprises and 
amassed fortunes for their promoter, 
the benefits accruing to the State in the 
wake of these developments can scarce¬ 
ly \ye counted. Thousands of dollars 
of capital have been invested here, 
bringing prosperity to the inhabitants 
and furnishing employment to all who 
wish to labor. Senator Elkins has been 
vice-president of the West Virginia 
Ontral & Pittsburg Railroad Compa¬ 
ny since its organization, and of the 
Piedmont & Cumberland Railroad, and 
is also president of the Davis Coal & 
Coke Company. 

I'he Republicans of the Legislature 
of We.st Virginia, in December, 1892, 
gave Senator Elkins the complimentary 
vote for United States Senator. In 
1894 he led the Republicans of this 
State in a struggle, which, for the first 
time since the period of reconstruction, 
broke the .solid South. It is known in 
political history as the Elkins-Wilson 
contest, Mr. Wilson l)eing defeated by 
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a decisive majority, and the State be¬ 
ing carried by the Republicans by 13,- 
000 majority. Senator Elikins was 
elected to his First term in the United 
States Senate by the Legislature of 
i 8()5, and to his second term by the 
Legislature of 1901. 

W'hile in Congress, Senator Elkins 
married a daughter of ex-Senator 
Henry G. Davis, of West Virginia, a 
woman of great personal charm, rertne- 
ment and social ability. At Elkins, in 
Randolph County, is “Halliehurst*', 
the beautiful country seat of Mr. El¬ 
kins. It is a mansion of four stories, 
with many towers, and stands upon a 
mountain site of unusual l)eautv, and 
from a distance resembles an old stor- • 
ied castle of other lands, the difference 
being that this home lacks no modern 
apix)intments for comfort. Senator 
Elkins resides casually in New York, 
where he has interests and enjoys the 
companionship of many friends in that 
great center. He belongs to the Union 
League, Republican, Ohio, United 

I 

Service, Metr()jK)litan and Manhattan 
Athletics clubs and the Southern So- 
cietv. He contributes also to the New 
York Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
the American Museum of Natural His¬ 
tory, and the American (ieographical 
Society. Personally Senator Elkins is 
of commanding appearance, a noble 


type of an American citizen. His 
courtly manner in society gives place 
to geniality with his friends, and he 
has long l)een beloved by his constitu¬ 
ents and respected by his ()])ponents, 
who feel proud of so distinguished a 
fellow citizen. 



ARTHUR BOREMAN SMITH. 

ARTHUR FOREMAN SMITH 

was lK>rn on a farm, four miles south 
of Middlelxmrne, Tyler County, Vir¬ 
ginia, now W est \’irginia. His ances¬ 
tors were among the early settlers in 
that sei'tion and spent their lives there. 

Mr. Smith’s great-grandfather, 
John Boreman, emigrated from En¬ 
gland in 1770, landing at Havre de 
Grace, Maryland. Shortly afterward, 
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he went to the Shenandoah Valley and 
settled at Woodstock, Virginia. On 
the outbreak of the Revolutionary 
War, he espoused the cause of the pa¬ 
triots and was made a paymaster in 
the Continental Army. Among his 
other duties was that of paying the 
troops at Fort Pitt. His road to and 
fro each year was the “Braddock 
trail.” He traveled as a peddler, with 
his gold beneath a false bottom of a 
small trunk on which was neatly ar¬ 
ranged a supply of linen tablecloths 
and towels. A tea canister concealed 
his paper money. He served through¬ 
out the war without a suspicion aris¬ 
ing as to his real character. The trunk 
and canister are the property of S. S. 
Smithy of Scenery Hill, Washington 
County, Pennsylvania. 

After the war, Mr. Boreman mar¬ 
ried Sarah Seaton, a member of the 
celebrated Seaton family, and shortly 
afterward removed to Waynesburg, 
Greene Countv, I’ennsvlvania. He be- 
came the first prothonotary of Greene 
County and held that office until his 
death. His familv consisted of three 
boys and four irirls. The oldest son, 
Kenner, was the father of Arthur I. 
Boreman, the first Governor of West 
Virginia, and afterward a United 
States Senator. Another son, still liv¬ 


ing, is U. S. Judge Jacob S. Boreman, 
of Ogden, Utah. 

Gilbert Smith, our subject's grand¬ 
father, was left an orphan at an early 
age, his father being killed while at¬ 
tempting to escape from the Indians by 
swimming the Delaware River. His 
mother was also killed by Indians, but 
the manner of her death is unknown. 
The children, three boys and one girl, 
made their way to the home of Dr. 
Carson, a relative, and remained there 
for a time, finally separating, never to 
be re-united. Gill.)ert drifted to West¬ 
ern Pennsvlvania. He served in the 
army during the War of 1812, partic¬ 
ipating in the battles of Bladensburg 
and North Point. Returning to his 
adopted home, Waynesburg, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, at the close of the war, he short¬ 
ly afterward married Jane Hunt Bore¬ 
man, third daughter of John Boreman. 
Purchasing a farm on the south bank 
of Middle Island Creek, four miles 
from Middlelx)urne, he removed from 
Pennsylvania to Virginia in 1825 and 
there remained. He at once became 
one of the foremost farmers of that 
section, noted for his energ)', honesty 
and sturdy integrity. On election da\. 
i860, he announced his intention of 
voting for Abraham Lincoln, but was 
informed he could not do so as the 
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names of the Lincoln electors were not 
on the poll books. He promptly pre¬ 
sented the names of the electors and 
insisted that they be placed on the poll 
books, but was met by a positive re¬ 
fusal. He asserted his right as an 
American citizen, one who had served 
his country, paid his taxes and gener¬ 
ally obeyed the law, to vote for the man 
or party of his choice. He further 
stated that he was now growing old 
and might possibly never again have 
an opportunity to vote for a Presi¬ 
dent. The following Thursday he was 
killed by the falling of a tree. His 
wife lived to the rij>e age of 98 years, 
dying early in 1895. 

Ambrose Smith, son of Gilbert 
Smith, and father of our subject, was 
born in Waynesburg, Pennsylvania, 
September 2, 1822. His early life was 
spent on the farm. He was a strong, 
athletic young man, the leader in all 
local sports and, while educational fa¬ 
cilities were not of the best, he acquired 
considerable knowledge. This was 
possibly due to one teacher, Ann Arch¬ 
bold, of whom he was much enamored. 
Miss Archbold is well remem!>ered by 
old settlers. Her superior education, 
strong individuality and refined man¬ 
ners left their impress upon all who 
were so fortunate as to be her pupils. 
As a result, the moral and intellectual 


attainments of the neighborhocxl were 
and liave remained high. 

Mr. Smith married young in life, 
being only 20 when he was wedded to 
Louisa McCav. He continued farm- 
ing with slight intermissions until 
185.4, when he removed to Middle- 
l3(')urne in order, primarily, to give his 
children better educational opix)rtuni- 
ties. He engaged in carpentering and 
building until 1869, when he purchased 
the Tyler House and continued in the 
hotel business until 1891, when he sold 
his hotel and retired. His death oc¬ 
curred December 8, 1896. Mr. Smith 
was the father of six children, one of 
whom, George, died while an infant. 
The others are Jennie E., Isabel C. 
Furbee, Arthur B., Gilbert D., an at- 
tornev-at-law at St. Marvs, West 
Virgina, and I.loyd E., proprietor of 
The Washington, Portsmouth, Ohio. 

Jacol^ McCay, of Scotch parentage, 
was bom in Delaware, alx^ut 1788. 
But little is known of his early his¬ 
tory, but his subsequent life was such 
as to stamp him as an honest man, 
frugal and industrious. He crossed* 
the Alleghanies shortly after Fulton 
launched his steamlxiat on the Hudson. 
Settling in W'estern Virginia he en¬ 
gaged in the charcoal business, sup¬ 
plying iron furnaces with fuel, a trade 
he had evidentlv learned in Delaware^ 
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When and where he met and married 
Elizabeth True, the writer of this 
sketch is not informed. Suffice it to 
say he found a woman of rare intelli¬ 
gence and true worth. She was of 
English parentage, was well educated 
and devoted her best energies to the ed¬ 
ucation and training of her children. 
They lived for a time at the Laurel 
Iron Works, Monongalia County, at 
which place their daughter Louisa was 
born. Thence they removed to Tyler 
County and settled on a farm about 
three miles west of Middlebourne. Al¬ 
though his wife was sorely afflicted of 
rheumatism for 40 years, so much so 
as to be practically helpless, Jacob Mc- 
Cay kept a brave heart, cared for his 
large family as well as the most pros¬ 
perous of his neighbors and possessed 
a competence at his death, which oc¬ 
curred January 8, 1875. His wife 
survived him four years, dying Janu¬ 
ary 18, 1879. Louisa (McCay) 

Smith died March 25, 1898. 

Arthur B. Smith,, notwithstanding 
the efforts of his parents to give him 
an education, did not succeed to any 
considerable extent. When a child, his 
right ankle was accidentally dislocated. 
The attending physician failed to ad¬ 
just it, with the result that he was 
maimed for life. Schools in Virginia 
40 years ago were very different from 


those of today. The rod ruled. Woe 
betide the urchin who crooked his 
finger in a direction disapproved by 
the ‘‘master.” Notwithstanding the 
handicap imposed, at the age of 13, 
Arthur possessed the rudiments of an 
education. He was a fairly good read¬ 
er, had mastered descriptive geogra¬ 
phy, a study of which he was passion¬ 
ately fond, had a smattering of gram¬ 
mar and had reached percentage in 
arithmetic. His school days ended one 
bright morning in May, 1861. The 
Civil War was on in all its fury. Ty¬ 
ler County was intensely loyal to the 
Union. A lady rushed into the scliool 
room and bade the teacher to “let these 
children go.” The children went. 
The shrill notes of a fife and tenor 
drum were heard. “Old Glory” was 
flaunting in the breeze. Boys and girls 
rushed pell mell down the street like a 
cyclone. There were soldiers wearing 
the blue of the Union. No more school 
for that crowd of youngsters. 

A year later he entered the office 
of the Virginia Plaindcalcr, a 

Union newspaper owned and edited by 
J. Edward Boyes, first Secretary of 
State of the new State. For three 
years no one read the exchanges with 
more avidity than did the youngest 
member of the force. The paper lan¬ 
guished and died, but free schools 
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were l^eing organized. Teachers were 
scarce and young Smith became a 
teacher. It is no flattery to state that 
he succeeded. His services were in de¬ 
mand at the highest salary paid. There 
was considerable opposition to the 
schools. He soon gained a reputation 
for ability to control unruly youths. 
To establish the free school system re¬ 
quired endless labor. Not content to 
spend his time in country schcK)ls, he 
aspired to teach schools of higher grade 
in the towns. This necessitated hard 
study, but he won a place in the front 
rank of the teachers of the State. 

On the third day of June. 1874, at 
the home of the bride’s parents, in 
Duncan’s Falls, Muskingum County, 
Ohio, Arthur B. Smith and Anna C. 
Gordon were united in marriage. 

9 

Mrs, Smith is a daughter of Rev. Da¬ 
vid and Jane (Dickey) Gordon. Her 
father was one of the pioneer ministers 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and for 40 years was an honored mem¬ 
ber of the Pittsburg Conference, He 
ranked as one of the two most highly 
educated men in that distinguished 
l3ody of ministers. Her mother was a 
meml)er of the Dickey family of Indi¬ 
ana County, Pennsylvania. Both of 
her parents were Sc(3tch. Mrs. Smith 
was well educated and was also a 
teacher. About a year after their mar¬ 


riage, Mr. and Mrs. Smith rauoved 
to Ritchie County, where he continued 
to teach until 187S, when they returned 
to Middlebourne. Mr. Smith bought 
the Tyler County Star in 1881 and 
published it for several years, making 
quite a reputation as a safe and dis¬ 
creet editor. 

Having sold the Star in 1889, Mr. 
Smith accepted a position as proof¬ 
reader in the Government Printing Of¬ 
fice, at Washington. He was soon 
afterward transferred to the Congres¬ 
sional Record force and for four years 
rendered efficient service in perform¬ 
ance of that most critical and exacting 
work. 

A change occurring in the admin¬ 
istration. Mr. Smith resigned his po¬ 
sition July I, 1893. purchased the 
Martinshiirg Herald. He at once pro¬ 
ceeded to publish a straight, clean-cut 
Republican newspaper. Berkeley 
County was close jxilitically, but dur¬ 
ing the time the Herald was under his 
management there were no DeiiKKratic 
victories in the county. The panic of 
1893 was severely felt in the Valley. 
There was no market for farm prod¬ 
ucts. The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, 
on which Martinsburg largely de¬ 
pended, was bankrupt. Men were idle, 
merchants did but little business and 
could not afford to advertise. Patrons 
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could not afford to pay their bills. He 
could fight his opponents to a finish, 
but is was a greater task to keep the 
paper going. The campaign of 1894 
resulted in the defeat of William L. 
Wilson, the great free trader and lead¬ 
er of the Democratic party. The Her¬ 
ald was a prominent factor in that cam¬ 
paign. It vigorously assailed Mr. Wil¬ 
son’s political record and with equal 
earnestness defended his unimpeach¬ 
able personal character. 

When the campaign of 1896 was 
approaching, the Herald was the first 
newspaper in the State to declare for 
sound money. !Many of his political 
associates differed from him, but they 
gradually fell into line, with the result 
that notwithstanding several Repub¬ 
licans joined the free silver movement, 
Berkeley County gave a Republican 
majority of over 400, and the sena¬ 
torial district, composed of the coun¬ 
ties of Berkeley, Morgan and Jeffer¬ 
son, and known as a reliable Demo¬ 
cratic district, also went Republican. 

Having assumed other duties, Mr. 
Smith severed his connection with the 
Herald in i8g8. During the five years 
he lab(wed eaniestlv for the advance- 
ment of the schools of the citv. In 
this he was supi)orted by the best peo¬ 
ple, regardless of party, and his efforts 
were eminentlv successful. Graduates 

9 


from the Martinsburg schools are now 
admitted to the best colleges without 
examination. 

Although actively connected with 
politics for many years, Mr. Smith 
never desired nor sought political pre¬ 
ferment. It was always a pleasure to 
him to assist others to positions of 
honor and trust. He possessed the 
confidence of the leaders and his advice 
always received due weight. W'hen he 
sought a Federal appointment, his ap¬ 
plication was indorsed by practically 
all of the prominent Republicans in 
the State. 

During the past four years Mr. 
Smith has resided in Washington, D. 
C., still retaining his legal residence in 
Martinsburg. His family consists of 
his wife and three daughters, Marga¬ 
ret Gordon, Marv Forrest and Louise 
Jane. Margaret was married, Decem¬ 
ber 26, 1898, to Oliver Miles Ruark, 
of Baltimore, in which citv thev reside. 

¥ 9 

Their son, Arthur Edward, is a bright 
lad of three years, of whom his grand¬ 
parents are excessively fond. Mary 
and Louise are still at home, the lattei 
l)eing a student in the classical depart¬ 
ment of the Columbian Lniversity. 

Mr. Smith is a special agent of the 
Post Office Department in the Rural 
Free Delivery service. It is in this 
connection that he has scored his great- 
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est success. Daring the past five years, 
he has devoted his best energies to the 
development of the greatest boon the 
government has bestowed upon the ag¬ 
riculturists of this country. After re¬ 
ceiving his appointment, he inquired as 
to the character of the duties he was 
expected to perform and was told to 
w(3rk out the l)est possible system. 
Congress had provided for ^'Experi¬ 
mental Rural Free Deliverv’’ and the 
Department proceeded to "experi¬ 
ment.’* I here was nothing on which 
to base the experiment. Systems in 
vogue in other countries were not ap¬ 
plicable. Here Mr. Smith’s construc¬ 
tive viljilitv made itself manifest. The 
approjiriation at that time was $50,- 
000. The appropriation for the fiscal 
year, beginning July i, 1903, exceeds 
twelve millions. The annals of no 
country present any such phenomenal 
growth in any branch of civil expendi¬ 
ture. That the money has been and is 
being properly expended cannot lie 
doubted. It is the only item in any 
appro])riation bill that is not criticised. 
The De])artment has exjierienced no 
difficulty in securing all the money it 
coubi properly expend. Indeed, the 
Postmaster-General has frequently 
been compelled to protest against ap¬ 
propriations larger than he could judi¬ 
ciously expend. 


Mr. Smith has had much to do 
with the development and systemiza- 
tion of the service. He has been unas¬ 
signed and has worked from the At¬ 
lantic to the Pacific. It has fallen to 
his lot to make investigations for serv¬ 
ice in districts represented by the fore¬ 
most men in the Nation. In Maine, 
his work was satisfactory to Thomas 
B. Reed ; in New Hampshire, he re¬ 
ceived high praise from the exacting 
William E. Chandler; in California, he 
made a friend of Eugene F. Loud; in 
Iowa, he was thanked by David B. 
Henderson, and in Illinois, Joseph G. 
(,’annon was by the thoroughness of 
his work converted from an opponent 
to an ardent supporter of the service. 
A host of others might be named who 
have bestowed upon him the highest 
encomiums for efficiency. His meth¬ 
ods have been straight forward, with¬ 
out fear or favor. The best possible 
service, in the shortest possible time, 
at the least possible e.xpense, has been 
his rule of action. 


HITJJHEX (JCARRIER, presi¬ 
dent of the Delaplain Dry Goods Com¬ 
pany, was employed by that firm as a 
boy in 1864, and has risen to a station 
of prominence in Wheeling and vicin- 
itv. The business of this concern was 

9 
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started in 1846 by L. S. Delaplain and 
Henry Tallant, as a wholesale dry 
goods house under the firm name of 
Tallant & Delaplain. It was first lo¬ 
cated on 12th street, which place is now 
occupied by Joseph Graves’ Son. It 
was then moved on Main street to prac¬ 
tically its present location. In 1865 
or 1866, Mr. Tallant retired from the 
business, and the firm name became L. 
S. Delaplain & Son. In 1882, the pres¬ 
ent building was erected by the com¬ 
pany; it is of six stories, including the 
basement, and its dimensions are 40 
by 110 feet. The firm name was later 
changed to L. S. Delaplain, Son & 
Company, and in 1894 the concern was 
organized and incorporated as the Dela¬ 
plain Dry Goods Company, with Hulli- 
hen Quarrier as president, and Joseph 
S. Gibbs, secretary and treasurer. 
These two gentlemen have been asso¬ 
ciated with each other upwards of 30 
years, and under harmonious man¬ 
agement the business of the firm has 
greatly increased. Twenty-five men 
are employed by the company and 
traveling representatives are sent to 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
West Virginia, where they have a well 
established trade. 

Hullihen Quarrier was born at 
^^dleeling 52 years ago and has since 
made his home in that city, with the ex¬ 


ception of two years spent at Louis¬ 
ville, Kentucky. He is a son of Will¬ 
iam B. Quarrier, who was born at 
Richmond, Virginia, in 1800, of Scotch 
parentage. The family is no doubt of 
French Huguenot origin. The grand¬ 
father of Mr. Quarrier came to this 
country from Scotland and was a 
colonel during the Revolutionary War. 
He died at his country home at Wil- 
lowbend, Kanawha County, West Vir¬ 
ginia, where the last years of his life 
were spent. William B. Quarrier came 
to Wheeling at an early age and died 
here in 1862. He was for many years 
connected with the old Merchants’ & 
Mechanics’ Bank, of which he was an 
ofiicial. He was also one of the found¬ 
ers of the Second Presbyterian Church, 
and was an elder from the time of its 
organization until his death. A mem¬ 
orial window has been placed in the 
church to perpetuate his name, along 
with those of two other esteemed citi¬ 
zens who have passed away, Samuel 
Ott and Richard Hadden. Mrs. Quar¬ 
rier, who died in 1899, was a daugh¬ 
ter of Jesse Hudson, a plantation owner 
of the Kanawha Valley. 

Hullihen Quarrier was educated in 
the public schools of Wheeling, and in 
186.:]. as l)efore mentioned, entered the 
employ of Tallant & Delaplain in the 
dry goods business. Always attentive 
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to his best interests and faithful to the 
interest of his employers, he made 
rapid advancement in the business un¬ 
til now he is president of the company 
in which he got his first start. He is a 
man of recognized business ability and 
enjoys the highest respect and esteem 
of all with whom he is acquainted. 

Mr. Quarrier was united in mar¬ 
riage with Annie G. Hogg, of Cadiz, 
Ohio, a granddaughter of Chauncey 
Dewey and a niece of O. C. Dewey. 
Two children bless this union, Charles 
and Hullihen Dewey. The family 
home is at Echo Point, and has but re¬ 
cently been completed. In politics, Mr. 
Quarrier is a supporter of Republican 
principles. He is a Mason and Knight 
Templar, belonging to Bates Lodge, 
No. 33, A. F. & A. M.; and Cyrene 
Commandery, No. 7, K. T. He was 
president of the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce until that body was succeeded 
by the Board of Trade. Religiously, 
he is an Episcopalian and a vestryman 
in St. Matthew’s Protestant Episcopal 
Church. 


HON. H. C. GORDON, mayor of 
Huntington, who is now serving his 
second term as the highest municipal 
officer, is senior member of the fire in¬ 
surance firm of Gordon, Peyton & 

Perkinson, of that city. He was born 

16 


on a farm near Vevay, Indiana. His 
father, George Gordon, a farmer in 
that locality, died about 1893, but his 
mother resides in Jefferson County, in 
that State. Several brothers reside in 
Indiana, and one brother, who is now 
a farmer on East River, West V'ir- 
ginia, was formerly engaged in busi¬ 
ness in Huntington. 

Mavor Gordon was reared on his 
father’s farm and then went to Cincin¬ 
nati, Ohio, and was employed by the 
firm of Gordon & Rouse, which was 
succeeded by the firm of H. Gordon, 
our subject’s brother. In July, 1883,. 
this lumber and mill business was re¬ 
moved to Huntington, and for the fol¬ 
lowing 12 years our subject was one 
of the concern’s employees. In 1895 
he leased the mill and conducted the 
business for two years, employing some 
60 men, when the mill was then moved 
to Ironton, Ohio. In 1897 he engaged 
in a coal and lumber business, with of¬ 
fice at the corner of i6th street and 
3rd avenue; the firm handles manu¬ 
factured pine, cypress, Washington 
cedar lumber and Kanawha River coal. 
For the past two years he has been 
also engaged in a fire insurance busi¬ 
ness with Messrs. Peyton and Perkin¬ 
son, with offices at No. 438 9th street. 
Mr. Gordon is public spirited and has 
proved his business ability not only in 
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capably managing large business inter¬ 
ests of his own, but also in directing the 
affairs of the city to the satisfaction of 
all parties. His ability, fairness, his 
judgment and care for the city’s needs 
have won him many friends. 

Mayor Gordon married a Miss 
Bagley of Kentucky, and they reside 
in spacious apartments at the Adelphi 
Hotel. M\r. Gordon owns several fine 
residence properties and is one of the 
city’s moneyed men. Fraternally he 
is connected with the Masons, the Odd 
Fellows, the Elks and the Modem 
Woodmen of America. Both he and 
his wife belong to the Methodist 
Church. 



HON. HENRY CLAY HENDERSON. 

HON. HENRY CLAY HEN¬ 
DERSON, president of the Parkers¬ 
burg National Bank, president of the 


Williamstown National Bank, presi¬ 
dent of the West Virginia Western 
Telephone Company, was born Sep¬ 
tember 24, 1845, Wood County, 
near Williamstown, Virginia, now 
West Virginia. He is a son of Hon. 
George Washington and Elizabeth 
Ann (Tomlinson) Henderson, the for¬ 
mer of whom was born in W’ood 
County, Virginia, now West Virginia, 
on the Kanawha River, and died in 
1866, at the age of 64 years. He \vas 
one of the section’s largest farmers 
and stock raisers and foremost citi¬ 
zens. For many years he was a di¬ 
rector in the Parkersburg National 
Bank. He was a member of the Vir¬ 
ginia House of Delegates; fomierly a 
Whig, during the Civil War a Union 
man, afterward a Democrat. Both he 
and Mrs. Henderson were members of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
Mrs. Henderson was a daughter of 
Joseph and Susan (McMahon) Tom¬ 
linson, the latter a daughter of Maj. 
William McMahon. Mrs. Henderson 
was born in 1810 near Williamstown in 
a house which was built in 1809 and is 
now the oldest in the vicinitv, and died 

m 

^fay 2Q, 1888. The children lx)ni to 
Hon. George Washington and Eliza¬ 
beth Ann (Tomlinson) Henderson 
were 12 in number, as follows: Jo¬ 
seph T., deceased; Mary P., wife of 
Benjamin T. Beeson; Alexander, de- 
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ceased; Georgfiana H., deceased; Alex¬ 
ander Litligow, deceased; Anna Maria, 
deceased', Lucy L., deceased; Margaret 
W., wife of Dr. C. H. Bartlett, of 
Parkersburg, presideni of the State 
Dental Association; George W., de¬ 
ceased; Henry Clay, of Williamstown, 
our subject; Jock Bedell, on the farm; 
and Arthur Taylor, who is also en¬ 
gaged in fanning. 

Senator Henderson received his 
primary education in the common 
schools and later spent two years in 
college at Marietta and the two suc¬ 
ceeding years at Darmouth College, 
where he graduated in the class of 
1867. After leaving college, he re¬ 
turned to the farm and soon became in¬ 
terested in general farming and the 
raising of fine stock; he made his home 
on the farm until 1901, when he moved 
into Williamstown. In the fall of 
1902 he was elected president of the 
Parkersburg National Bank to succeed 
the late Thomas G. Smithy having 
been a director of the institution for 
14 years preceding. On July 28, 1902. 
the Williamstown National Bank 
opened for business and he was elected 
president of this bank also. 

On Decehil>er 19, 1877, Senator 
Henderson was married to Caroline 
Virginia Snodgrass, who was born in 
Marietta, Ohio, and was a daughter of 


John W. and Eunice F. Snodgrass. 
They have a family of four children, 
namely: Elizabeth Eunice; Helen 

Tomlinson; Caroline Virginia, who 
married Rev. Harris Bush Thomas, 
who sailed Deceml)er 6, 1902, to 

Ponce, Puerto Rico, as a missionar)^; 
and Edward Earl. The family belongs 
to the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Senator Henderson has been a 
leading factor in Democratic politics 
in West Virginia, and his entrance in¬ 
to public life was as a meml^er of the 
House of Delegates, in 1876. In 1892 
he was elected to the State Senate. 



I. C. HERNDON. 

I. C. HERNDON, prosecuting at¬ 
torney of McDowell Countv since 
1896, and a member of the law firm 
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of Herndon & Smith, of Welch, West 
Virginia, is one of the leading Repub¬ 
lican politicians and a representative 
citizen of the county. He was born 
in Mercer County, West Virginia, near 
Goodwill, in March, 1868, and is a 
son of the late W. H. H. Herndon. 

The Herndon family is one of the 
old established ones of Virginia and 
the father of our subject was born in 
Campbell County in that State. His 
death occurred in Mercer County, 
West Virginia, in 1888, at the age of 
48 years. He came to this State as a 
boy, with his father, Edward Watson 
Herndon, who located in Mercer Coun¬ 
ty. One of the uncles of our subject 
was the distinguished Maj. E. W. 
Herndon, of the Confederate Army; 
he married a sister of the late ex-Gov- 
ernor Zeb Vance, of North Carolina, 
and made his home at Asheville in that 
State. The mother of our subject was 
born in Mercer County and still resides 
there, at the age of 55 years. She is 
a daughter of Christian Belcher, and 
a member of one of the oldest fami¬ 
lies in that section of West Virginia. 
Her brother, Maj. George W. Belch¬ 
er, served with distinction in the Con¬ 
federate Army, and resided at Bram- 
well, where he was engaged in busi¬ 
ness for several years. 

Our subject is one of a family of 


nine children born to his parents,— 
eight sons and one daughter, the lat- 
ter being Ida M., the wife of Erastus 

B. Neal, of Riverside. The sons are: 
E. W., a business man of Baltimore, 
Maryland; Arthur M., with the Glen 
Jean Coal & Coke Company at Glen 
Jean, West Virginia; Walter H., with 
the Norfolk Coal & Coke Company at 
Maybeury, West Virginia; Fred T., in 
a mercantile business at Riverside, 
Mercer County, West Virginia, on 
Crane Creek; Charles S., a teacher at 
Sand Lick, McDowell County; Will¬ 
iam M., a student at the Concord Nor¬ 
mal School; M. M., at home; and I. 

C. , of this sketch. 

I. C. Herndon was educated in the 
local schools, the Princeton High 
School, spent two years at the Emory 
& Henry College, and in 1892 was 
graduated at law at the University of 
West Virginia at Morgantown. In 
the same year he was admitted to the 
bar of McDowell County, located at 
Welch and formed his present part¬ 
nership with Capt. R. R. Smith, for¬ 
merly a member of the State Legisla¬ 
ture. 

Politically Mr. Herndon is a Re¬ 
publican, having been identified with 
this party sinec 1894. Fraternally he 
is a 32nd degree Mason, being a mem¬ 
ber of the Bramwell blue lodge, and of 



MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


637 


the shrine and consistory at Cincin¬ 
nati, Ohio. He is also a member of 
the I. O. O. F. lodge at Welch; of the 
Elks lodge at Bluefield; and of the 
Phi Sigma Kappa Greek-letter socie¬ 
ty at the University of Virginia. In 
religious belief, Mr. Herndon favors 
the Baptist Church. 



C. R. SUMMERFIILD. 

C. R. SUMMF.RFIELD, attorney- 
at-law, a member of the legal firm of 
St. Clair, Walker & Summerfield, of 
Fayetteville, 1 ^'ayette County, West 
Virginia, is a prominent and repre¬ 
sentative citizen. He was lK)rn at 
Oak Hill, Fayette County, W'est Vir¬ 
ginia, October 10, 1861, and is a son 
of Benjamin and E. A. H. (Ellison) 


Summerfield, lK)th families being of 
old Virginia stock. 

Benjamin L. Summerfield, our sub¬ 
ject’s grandfather, was born and 
reared in Virginia, later locating in 
Raleigh County, alx)ut 1855, and two 
years later removing to Fayette Coun¬ 
ty. By trade he was a carpenter and 
during his last years he operated a mill 
near Fayetteville. He died in 1887, 
aged 88 years. The grandmother of 
our subject was a member of the old 
Means family of Virginia. She lived 
to be 80 years of age. 

Benjamin Summerfield, the father 
of our subject, was lx)rn at Blacksburg, 
Montgomery County, Virginia, and 
was a carpenter for a numl)er of years. 
He and his wife reside on their fine 
, farm near Cjatew(x)d, Fayette County, 
W'est Virginia. Mrs. Summerfield is 
a daughter of Matthew Ellison, one of 
the pioneer preachers of that section 
of West Virginia, a ix>wer in the Bap¬ 
tist Church. Rev. Mr. Ellison mar¬ 
ried Elizabeth Love, who was lx)rn 
February 2, 1806, in Called, and died 
in 1902. Rev. Mr. Ellison labored 
chiefly in Raleigh County. His death 
took place at Anderson, while on a 
ministerial mission, at the age of 79 
vears. Ten children were iKirn to Ben- 

m 

jamin and E. A. H. (Ellison) Sum- 
trerfield, as follows: Mary Etta, de- 
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ceased; W. W., a resident of Gate- 
wood; C. R., of this sketch; J. E., a 
lawyer at Beckley; M. A., a jeweler 
at Montgomery; R. B., a stenographer 
at Beckley; Bertha and Blanche, twins; 
and Benjamin, an infant, deceased. 

Our subject was educated in the 
public schools and the Normal School 
at Athens, West Virginia, then called 
Concord, in Mercer County. He left 
this educational institution in his senior 
year and engaged in clerking at Con¬ 
cord for al)()ut one year, when he ac¬ 
cepted a position as chief clerk and 
buyer with the Crown Hill Coal Com¬ 
pany in Kanawha County. He re¬ 
mained with this company for nearly 

three years, and then entered the State 

* 

Univ'ersity at Morgantown and was 
graduated there in 1891, with the de¬ 
gree of LL. B. 

Mr. Summerfield then entered up¬ 
on the practice of his profession, 
soon associating with him W. R. 
Thom])son. In January, 1899, 
came a member of the firm of St. 
Clair, Walker & Summerfield, which 
devotes its attention largely to cor¬ 
poration practice. In politics he is a 
Democrat and was from 1894 to 
1896 chairman of the Democratic 
Countv Executive Committee. In 
18(^6 he was his party’s candidate for 
])rosecuting attorney. 


In 1898 he was nominated for 
judge of the Criminal Court, but was 
defeated by the Republican nominee, 
J. H. Dunbar, now deceased, on ac¬ 
count of the county l^eing normally 
Republican by a majority of more than 
1,800, but he succeeded in reducing his 
opponent’s majority to 224. He is 
recognized as one of the ablest of the 
young attorneys and is building up 
and establishing for himself upon a 
sure foundation a reputation as a law¬ 
yer, which seems to be his heart’s de¬ 
sire. Fraternally he is a Knight of 
Pvthias. 

ABSALOM TITUS FAIR, presi¬ 
dent of the Board of County Commis¬ 
sioners of Wetzel Countv, West \"ir- 
ginia, a prominent farmer and for the 
past 20 years a merchant at Red Mills, 
was Ijorn in Marshall County. Vir¬ 
ginia. now West Virginia, in 1843. 

His father, Conrad Fair, was Ix^rn 
in Pennsylvania, and died at the age of 
83 years, in 1895. ^ fanner 

and a general merchant in Marshall 
Countv, where he located at an early 
day. In politics he was a Democrat 
prior to the Civil War, but afterward 

supported the Republican party. He 

* 

b/clonged to the Christian Church. His 
first wife, Rebecca Kerns, who was 
born in Pennsvlvania of German stock. 
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died when her son, our subject, was 
six months old. Conrad Fair subse¬ 
quently married Elizaljeth Holmes, and 
his third marriage was to Jane Allen. 
Six children were born to the first mar¬ 
riage, namely: an infant, deceased, 
Lliza, Susan, John, William M., and 
Absalom. 

Mr. Fair has been a very successful 
farmer and merchant, and has l)een 
prominently identified with public af¬ 
fairs in Wetzel County. In 1898 he 
was elected a member of the Board of 
County Commissioners and is effi¬ 
ciently serving as its president. Under 
his administration a handsome new’ 
court house has been erected, at a cost 
of $125,000. He manages the affairs 
of the board w ith the same careful at¬ 
tention he has always given his private 
affairs and with corresjxuiding suc¬ 
cess. Mr. l*"air has paid much atten¬ 
tion to public education and has been a 
valued member of the Board of Kdu- 
crUion for 16 years and its president for 
J2 years, during which time many re¬ 
forms have l)een introduced and abuses 
corrected. He is a Democrat iKilitically, 
He is a nieml)er of the Silver Dollar 
Oil Company. 

in 1862 Mr. h'air married Louisa 
Rogers, who was born. August 6, 
in StalTordshire, England, and is a 
daughter of William and Lydia 


(Brommell) Rogers. She migrated to 
Ohio (bounty, Virginia, now’ West Vir¬ 
ginia, with her parents, when six years 
of age. rhe five children Ixirn to Mr. 
and Mrs. hair were: Eliza Jane, de¬ 
ceased: Josephus. William, Conrad 
and Friend. Mrs. Fair is a consi.stent 
meml)er of the Christian Church. Mr. 
hair is held in very high esteem in his 
localitv. 



I 

I 

HON. OLIVER S. MARSHALL. 

HOX. OLIVER S. MAR¬ 
SHALL, an attorney of New Cum¬ 
berland, Hancock C'ounty. of recog¬ 
nized ability and prominence, has l)een 
a consj)icuous figure in the affairs of 
the State of West V irginia. He was 
Ixirn September 2 .|, 1S50. in HanccKk 
County, Virginia, now We.st Virginia, 
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and is a son of James G. Marshall, 
grandson of John Marshall and great- 
grandson of Aaron Marshall. 

Aaron Marshall, who was a native 
of Eastern Virginia, was a member of 
the well known Marshall family, many 
members of which figured conspicu¬ 
ously in the early history of the na¬ 
tion. Upon leaving Eastern Virginia, 
he first settled at Chartiers, Washing¬ 
ton County, Pennsylvania. He re¬ 
moved to Hancock County, Virginia, 
now West Virginia, in 1780, and died 
in 1827, advanced in years. He was 
a pioneer farmer of the Northern Pan¬ 
handle. His wife was a Miss Snow¬ 
den who came from the same district 
as he, in the Old Dominion. 

John Marshall, the son of Aaron 
Marshall and grandfather of our sub¬ 
ject, served in the War of 1812 under 
Capt. John Edie, of Hancock County, 
in the vicinity of Fort Meigs, Ohio. 
He married Elizabeth Hays and they 
were engaged in farming throughout 
their lives in Hancock County. John 
Marshall died in 1859, at the age of 77. 

James G. Marshall, the father of 
our subject, was a lawyer of Hancock 
County, of more than usual ability, 
was prosecuting attorney of the coun¬ 
ty for a numl^er of years and died 
suddenly of heart failure, while in con¬ 
versation with his son, Oliver S., in 


October, 1902, at the age of 76 years. 
He had retired from the practice of his 
profession a few years before, although 
to all appearances he was a well pre¬ 
served man. He was an important 
factor in the political affairs of his sec¬ 
tion and served in the Civil War as a 
lieutenant in the Union Army. Me 
took an important part in the discus¬ 
sions relating to the separation of West 
Virginia from the Old Dominion. He 
married Levina Miller, who was bom 
in Hancock County and died in 1891, 
aged 63 years. She was a daughter 
of John Miller, a native of Hancock 
County and a soldier of the War of 
1812, who died on the farm where he 
was born and where he lived, in 1877, 
aged 89 years. John Miller’s father 
was David Miller, who moved to Han¬ 
cock County at a very early date, and 
died in his 99th year. Four children 
were born to Mr. and Mrs. James G. 
Marshall, as follows: Oliver S., Eras- 
tus D., a lawyer residing in Chester, 
West Virginia, and practicing in East 
Liverpool, Ohio; John, who died at 
the age of five years; and Ila. 

Mr. Marshall received his early ed- 
cation in the common schools of his 
native county, acquitting himself with 
distinction and at the age of 18 began 
teaching. In 1873-74 he was a stu¬ 
dent at the West Liberty Normal 
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School and was the valedictorian of 
his class of 11 members. Later he at¬ 
tended Bethany College from which 
he graduated in 1878 with the degree 
of B. S. and four years after was 
elected one of its trustees to fill a va¬ 
cancy occasioned by the death of Pres¬ 
ident James A. Garfield. From 1880 
to 1885 he was principal of the New 
Cumberland graded school. 

Mr. Marshall is a tried and true 
Republican, In 1884 he was elected 
clerk of the County Court of Hancock 
County and by successive elections con¬ 
tinued as such until 1896, at which he 
was elected to the State Senate from 
the First Senatorial District. In the 
same vear he was admitted to the bar 
of Hancock County. He was presi¬ 
dent of the State Senate in the session 
of 1899. In 1892 he was a delegate 
to Minneapolis from the First Con¬ 
gressional District of West Virginia 
and cast his vote for Harrison. 

Mr. Marshall was first married to 
Lizzie Tarr, who was a daughter of 
Campl^ell Tarr, of Brooke County, 
The two children of this marriage 
were: John, a student at Yale; and 
Olive, a grraduate of the New C'uml)er- 
land High School. The second mar¬ 
riage of Mr. Marshall was to Nora 
Householder, the second daughter of 
Capt. William Householder, of Han¬ 


cock County, and the children of this 
union are: Edith, Aaron and Vir¬ 
ginia. Mr. Marshall is a member of 
I the New Cumberland Lodge, No. 43, 
A. F. & A. M., and Wheeling Com- 
niandery, No. i, K. T., the oldest com- 
mandery west of the Alleghany Moun- 
1 tains. He is also a member of the 
[ Uniform Rank, Knights of Pythias. 

I _ 

I For many years he has been an elder 
in the Christian Church. 


PATRICK J. (;ILLI(;AN.—The 

stone work of many of the most pre¬ 
tentious architectural accomplishments 
in Wheeling is directly traceable to 
the skill and intelligent understanding 
of Patrick J. (iilligan, one of the most 
I successful stone contractors and build¬ 
ers in that part of the State. His birth, 

I which occurred in County Sligo, Ire- 

I 

j land, March 17, 1848, chanced upon 
! the day held in greatest veneration by 
all Irish hearts, which is devoted to a 

j 

I recapitulation of the numerous virtues 
j to which the admirable St. Patrick was 
heir. It was not surprising therefore 
that Thomas and Sarah (White) Gilli- 
gan availed themselves of this happy 
aueurv, and named their son after the 
patron Gaelic saint. 

[ I homas Gilligan, who was a mer¬ 
chant during his active life in Ireland, 
lived and died in his native land, but 
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two of his children, William and Mar¬ 
garet, came to America in the early 
“sixties ’ and were followed by their 
mother and the rest of the family in 
1869. James, Thomas, and Patrick J. 
took lip their residence in Wheeling, 
and there their mother died at the age 
of 76 years. 

Having learned the trade of a stone¬ 
mason in his native land, Patrick J. 
Gilligan thought to apply it for a live¬ 
lihood in America, but upon arriving 
in Wheeling there seemed nothing to 
do in his line, so he was engaged at the 
Norway Iron Works from June until 
April. Following this he was em¬ 
ployed in cutting and laying stone for 
what is now the Baltimore & Ohio Rail¬ 
road bridge, at Bellaire, Ohio, and later 
worked in W'heeling for several con¬ 
tracting parties. Until the dissolution 
of the firm of Seabrook and McGan- 
non, he remained the firm’s foreman of 
masonry, and had charge of the con¬ 
struction of bridges and culverts l)e- 
tween Short Creek and Wheeling. Go¬ 
ing to Pittsburg, he worked a few 
months for contractors, eventuallv en- 
gaging as foreman of masonrv on the 
Pittsl)urg Water W'orks. He then un¬ 
dertook the improvements on Browns¬ 
ville avenue, I’ittsburg. After a short 
time, Mr. Gilligan worked for promin¬ 
ent contractors of Wdieeling. He was 


then employed on the Cleveland, Lorain 
& Wheeling Railway bridges, and in 
1878 took a contract for work two and 
a half miles north of St. Clairsville, 
Ohio. This task accomplished, he 
worked at building and stone cutting 
for eight months at Kirkwood, Ohio, 
since which time he has contracted and 
built in Wheeling. At the present time 
he is engaged upon the construction of 
two of the largest blocks in the city, 
those of the News Publishing Compa¬ 
ny and the Locke Shoe Company. 

While making a specialty of stone con- 

% 

struction, he has by no means confined 
himself to this branch of work, for St. 
Joseph’s Academy, the old Grant 
House, Henry K. List’s l)ank, Mrs, 
Hazlett’s building, and many others 
equally important, were reared from 
the foundation up by Mr. Gilligan. He 
built the stonework of the Eighth 
Ward school house and the annex of 
the same. 

In 1878, Mr. Gilligan married 
Catherine Reilly, a native of West Vir¬ 
ginia and a daughter of Peter and Mar¬ 
garet Reilly. h>om this union nine 

children have resulted, viz.: Thomas 

* 

P., who assists his father in the build¬ 
ing business; Margaret F., who is as¬ 
sistant bookkeeper and stenographer 
for the Hicks S: Hoge Dry Goo<ls Com¬ 
pany : Charles P., who is also in busi- 
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ness with his father; Mary S., who is 
attending- school; John J.; Catherine 
V. H.; Sarah M., who died at the age 
of three and a half years; Frances D., 
who also died when three and a half 
rears old; and William, who died at 
the age of seven months. Mr. Gilligan 
is a stanch upholder of Republican 
principles, and with his family is a 
member of the Catholic Church. 



HIRAM C. JONES, M. D. 

HIRAM C. JOXh:S, M. D., one of 

the first physicians to locate in Blue- 
field, Mercer County, West Virginia, 
was lx)rn January 1, 1861, on the 
head waters of New River, in Ashe 
County, North Carolina, where he was 
reared. He is a son of Drurv C. and 
Mary Ann (h'aw) Jones, and comes 


of good old Revolutionary stock on 
both sides of the family. 

The great-great-great-grandfather 
on the paternal side was born in Eng¬ 
land and immigrated to this country 
some time prior to the Revolutionary 

War and settled in Bedford County, 
Virginia. He had a family of 10 sons 
and one daughter. 

One of these sons, Daniel Jones, 

the great-great-grandfather of our 
subject, served through the Revolu¬ 
tionary W ar as a commissioned officer, 
and lost all his fortune during the war. 
He settled on the Great Pee Dee River 
in South Carolina. He afterward mi¬ 
grated to Western North Carolina and 
settled in Alleghany County where he 
taught school. He was twice married, 
having two sons by the first marriage, 
John and Daniel, and one son, Hud¬ 
son, and three daughters by the sec¬ 
ond. 

John Jones, son of Daniel Jones, 
and great-grandfather of our subject, 
married a Miss Long, settled on Pra¬ 
ther’s Creek, North Carolina, and had 
a family of four sons: Levi, Thomas, 
Soloman, and Daniel. John Jones be¬ 
came a man of fortune and died at the 
age of 92, his son Levi dying at the 
same age, Thomas at 82, Soloman at 
80, while Daniel still lives and is act¬ 
ive, aged 88 years. 
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Thomas Jones, grandfather of Dr. 
Hiram C. Jones, lived and died in Al¬ 
leghany County. He was twice mar¬ 
ried : first to a Miss Phipps from which 
union there were three sons, Hiram, 
Drury C., and Fielding, and two 
daughters, Ruth, and Matilda. 

Drury C. Jones, father of our sub¬ 
ject, married Mary Ann Faw, daugh¬ 
ter of Rev. Jacob Faw, a Baptist cler¬ 
gyman, who served his country in the 
legislative halls for several successive 
terms, and who was a direct descend¬ 
ant from John Faw who was born in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, and came with 
the early settlers to America, first set¬ 
tling ' in New England. Drury C. 
Jones enlisted in the cavalry brigade 
of Baird’s Battalion in the 65th North 
Carolina Regiment, C. S. A., com¬ 
manded by Col. G. N. Foot. He fell 
% victim to typhoid fever near Knox¬ 
ville, Tennessee, at the early age of 
26 years, leaving a widow with an aged 
mother and four small children to take 
care of themselves on a devastated 
farm. This she did nobly, with much 
credit to herself. To her bereavement 
was soon added the death of her eld¬ 
est son. Her next eldest was a daugh¬ 
ter, Amelia, who married John W. 
Long and is living in North Carolina. 

Our subject. Dr. Hiram C. Jones, 
and his younger brother, the late Dr. 


A. Fielding Jones, attended the public 
schools during the winters and worked 
on the farm in the summers until each 
attained the age of 17, when they 
began teaching in the public schools, 
and also attended higher schools for 
several years. They both afterward 
took up the study of medicine and at¬ 
tended the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, Baltimore, Maryland, the 
late Dr. A. F. Jones graduating in the 
class of 1885 and Dr. Hiram C. Jones, 
in the class of 1889. The latter went 
direct from college to Bluefield and im¬ 
mediately found a large and increas¬ 
ing practice to engage his attention. 
Until about a year ago, he devoted 
himself closely to the practice of his 
profession, but since that time has been 
in oil development in the Kentucky 
fields, and has organized two of the 
most successful oil development com- 
j panics in that field. He is largely in- 
I terested in coal lands in Mingo and 
Logan counties, West Virginia. He is 
president of the Pocahontas Fuel Com¬ 
pany, also president of the Rawl Coal 
& C’oke Company, now operating at 
Rawl in the Thacker field. 

In 1882 Dr. Hiram C. Jones mar¬ 
ried Hannah Calloway, the younger 
daughter of the late Hon. Benjamin 
} Calloway, of North Carolina, who for 
1 many years represented his county in 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


645 



the Legislature at Raleigh where he 
met his bride, Harriet Stuart. She 
was a daughter of the then late John 
Stuart who had been a successful mer¬ 
chant in Raleigh. Her mother, a wid¬ 
ow, entertained at her home the officials 
and friends that came on the first train 
that ran into Raleigh, which line ex¬ 
tended from Norfolk, Virginia. She 
was called the “Whig Matron” of 
Raleigh. She entertained Henry Clay 
when he was a candidate for the Pres¬ 
idency, and it was in her kitchen that 

•r 

President Andrew Johnson first saw 
the light of day. 

Hon. Elijah Calloway, father of ' 

Hon. Benjamin Calloway, served for 

« 

20 years in the Legislature of North 
Carolina, and was a near relative of 
Daniel Boone. He was a direct de- 

I 

scendant from Col. James Calloway, of , 

I 

Virginia, who built the first iron fur- . 
nace abo\'e LynchLurg, and served 
through the French and Indian and 
Revolutionary wars. 

After several months of lingering 
illness, Mrs. Jones died on the 24th 
day of March, 1903. The children of 
Dr. and Mrs. Jones are: Benjamin 
Calloway and Arthur Shadrach, stu¬ 
dents at Marshall College, Hunting- 
ton, West Virginia; and Harriet Isa¬ 
belle, a charming little girl of 11 years. 
In politics the Doctor and boys arc 


regular North Carolina “dyed-in-the- 
wool” Democrats. Religiously they 
are Baptists and are members of the 
First Baptist Church of Bluelield. 

The Doctor is possessed of large 
means and an enviable circle of per¬ 
sonal and professional friends. 





W. P. CURRY. 

W\ P. CURRY, station agent for 
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway at 
Marmet, Kanawha County, West Vir¬ 
ginia, was born in Brownstown, Ka¬ 
nawha, County, April 22, 1847, and 
is a son of Isaiah and Mary C. (Lewis) 
Currv. 

The Curry family is of old Vir- 
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ginia stock. Isaiah Curry located in 
the Kanawha Valley about 65 years 
ago and was one of the early settlers. 
His father, James Curry, was a native 
of Norfolk, Virginia, and spent most 
of his life in Augusta County. Isaiah 
Curry was a man who was always 
much interested in schools and educa¬ 
tional matters and he resided at 
Brownstown for some years. By trade 
he was a carpenter and built all the 
salt works on the Kanawha River. For 
60 years he was a member of the 
Methodist Church. He was born in 

Augusta County, Virginia, and died 

. _ # _ 
in Brownstown, in 1897, aged 84 

years. The mother of our subject be¬ 
longed to an old family of Augusta 
County. She died in 1900, aged 84 
years also. 

W. P. Curry is one of a family of 
eight children born to his parents, 
namely: Lucinda; Fanny; W. P., of 
this sketch; Janies M., postmaster at 
Brownstown; J. J., at Marmet; ami 
Jackson, the others being deceased. 
W. P. Curry was reared in his native 
locality and was educated in the dis¬ 
trict scliof)ls. On August 9. 1873, 
entered the employ of the Chesapeake 
& Ohi o Railway Company as agent, 
and from that date has occupied the po¬ 
sition. Although he learned the car¬ 
penter trade with his father and worked 


at it for a time, his other duties have 
long prevented his following it. He 
is an expert telegrapher and it is to 
his credit that he only spent two weeks 
in learning it. 

Mr. Curry has been a justice of the 
peace for eight years and has given 
decisions and tried cases to the satis¬ 
faction of his fellow citizens. In fra¬ 
ternal life he has also been a promi¬ 
nent factor in his selection, belonging 
to the Masons, Selina Lodge No. 2j; 
the Knights of Pythias; and Olive 
Branch Lodge, No. 38, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, having Ijeen 
connected with the last named organi¬ 
zation for 31 years. 

On February 2, 1874, Mr. Curry 
was united in marriage with Mary 
Johnson, who was born in Boston, and 
these children have been bom to the 
union: E. M., a train dispatcher at 
Huntington, West Virginia; W. P. 
Jr., James, Julian and Frank, all 
telegraph operators; and Lillian, Marie 
and Robert. 


ORVILLE C. DEWEY, for many 
years one of Wheeling’s most distin¬ 
guished citizens, residing of late years 
in his beautiful home at Echo Point, a 
suburb of which he was the founder, 
died early in 1902. He was born at 
Cadiz, Ohio, November 12, 1833. On 
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his paternal side, he was clecended 
from ancestors who were of the old 
Puritan stock, and were prominently 
identified with the early history of the 
New England colonies. 

The first of the family to settle in 
America was Thomas Dewey, who 
emigrated from Sandwich, Kent Coun¬ 
ty, England, under Governor Winthrop 
and Rev. John Warham, in 1630. and 
became the founder of the family in 
Massachusetts. From him was de¬ 
scended a line of the Dewey family, 
who have ever been disting^iished, not 
only in the New England States, but 
in the Western country, in which many 
of them subsecjuently made their 
homes. The monument erected to 
Thomas Dewey, Jr., the first of the 
family born in America, who died in 
1690, is standing to-day in the ceme¬ 
tery at Westfield, Massachusetts. From 
the second son, Josiah Dewey, descend¬ 
ed the famous Admiral George Dewey, 
the celebrated Congregational preach¬ 
er, Rev. Orville Dewey, and that noted 
lawyer and banker, Chauncey Dewey, 
of Cadiz, Ohio, father of Orville C. 
Dewey. 

jDrville C. Dewey was educated in 
Cadiz, Ohio, and after a year in the 
Ohio University, at Athens, Ohio, went 
to Cincinnati to learn the theory of 
bookkeeping under John Gundry. 


After several years of service as book¬ 
keeper in the edge-tool manufacturing 
firm of Seybold & Company, and in the 
great grocery house of William Glenn 
& Son, both in Cincinnati, he went in 
1856 to Philadelphia and became a 
clerk in the house of Kilgore, Wilson & 
Company (wholesale grocers), his fa¬ 
ther being the company. He received 
the munificent salary of $40 per month. 
His father sold his interest in the firm 
in i860, and our subject removed to 
Wheeling. West Virginia, where he 
spent the last 40 years of his life. 

His brotlier, Eliphalet C. Dewey, 
who was a w holesale grocer in Bridge- 
jiort, Ohio, l(x:ated in Wheeling in 
1848, and erected the first wire mills 
west of New’ England. Being of a me¬ 
chanical turn of mind, he erected the 
Eagle Rolling Mill at the head of 24th 
street, and conducted the plant very 
profitably until the hard times existing 
from 1855 to 1857 carried him down. 
He turned over his mill to his father 
(who being his endorser, assumed his 
liabilities), and then went to Texas, 
w here he l)ecame a planter on the Bra¬ 
zos River, and died there in 1882. His 
father rented the mill to Pendleton & 
Company, and Orvill C. Dewey be¬ 
came a member of the firm in 1861, 
having as partners, Joseph Pendleton, 
James Porter, William H. Russell, J. 



648 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


M. Todd and R. Watkins. Within 
two months after the time when he en¬ 
tered the firm, the mill burned down 

and the firm was dissolved. The mill 
# 

having been rebuilt in 1861, he formed 
a new firm consisting of himself, J. N. 
Vance and William H. Russell, under 
the firm name of Dewey, Vance & 
Company, with a capital of $15,000. 
At that time the mill contained only 
three puddling furnaces, one scraping 
furnace, one crocodile squeezer, one 
set, two high muck rolls, one eight- 
inch guide mill, and one 12-inch bar 
mill. For two years, until a tariff was 
placed on iron, times were hard, money 
was scarce, wages were low, and prof¬ 
its were insignificant, for England was 
sending iron via Baltimore and deliver¬ 
ing it to the stores in Wheeling cheaper 
than it could be made in Center Wheel¬ 
ing and hauled up town. Puddled 
muck-iron cost $15 per ton in Wheel¬ 
ing, while in England it could be 
bought for $5 per ton. The introduc¬ 
tion of Bessemer process reduced the 
handicap from $10 per ton to 50 cents 
per ton, and then the industry thrived. 
1 ‘hose were called good old Democratic 
times, but the Republican tariff changed 
all that. In addition to iron, England 
had been supplying commodities for 
wear, and for use in the arts and sci¬ 


ences. But while England had only a 
limited amount of iron, the United 
States had an unfailing supply of the 
ore required for the production of 
Bessemer steel, and the United States 
has thus secured the markets of the 
world for this product. The demand 
for iron increased immensely after the 
enactment of the tariff law, and forced 
an increase in capacity, so that in 187a 
the firm had erected 45 puddling fur¬ 
naces, which were running night and 
day, and increased the output from 
three tons to 90 tofts per day. It was 
then decided to erect a nail factory at 
the corner of Water and 23rd streets. 
Mr. Dewey, after an exhaustive study 
of the factories of the country, erected 
there the largest, finest and most com¬ 
plete factory in the country. With the 
improvements introduced by him, the 
machines produced 300,000 more kegs,, 
per annum, than any mill in the country 
of the same size. The strike of the mill 
workers was the greatest blow the city 
of Wheeling has ever had. At that 
time, of the ten million kegs of nails 
annually produced in the United States, 
seven and a half million or three- 
fourths of the entire output were made 
in Wheeling. By the time the strike 
was settled, the wire nail had been in¬ 
troduced, and so completely captured 
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the market that not more tliaii a half 
million kegs per year of the old style 
are now made in Wheeling. 

Desiring to obtain iron of better 
quality, it was decided by the firm to 
build a furnace tor that purpose, the 
second on the Ohio River below Pitts¬ 
burg. A location was found near Ben- 
wood, and there was erected in 1871 a 
furnace that was not second to anv in 
the L'nited States. These vast im¬ 
provements evidently developed the in¬ 
ventive talent that was latent in him 
for Mr. Dewey made many improve¬ 
ments in mill, factory and furnace, all 
labor saving in their nature. He con¬ 
trived a machine for breaking up old 
car wheels, that reduced the necessary 
working force Irom 12 men to four 
men on every 12 tons. He increased 
the width of the nail plate from 12 
inches to 15 inches, a great help in the 
output of nails. He introduced a self¬ 
acting ])late cropper. a shove-under, to 
relieve the labor in passing the heavy, 
wide plate under the rolls (an improve¬ 
ment which he patented). He made 
a change in the bluing machine that 
saved many a dollar. He devised a 
new method of heating large factories. 
At the blast furnace, he found that the 
old style of hydraulic hoists was very 
dirty in operation, and unsatisfactory, 
as well as the pneumatic and steam 


hoists in use. One day in going up the 
elevator in the Monongahela House, 
Pittsburg, he wondered what kind of a 
hoist it was, and returning to the office 
got permission to examine it. He was 
soon ccnivinced that just such a hoist 
would answer the purpose. He at once 
went to New York, and after a short 
interview with the famous firm of Otis 
& Company, they agreed to make one 
; of the proper size to do the work, and 
said they had been trying to introduce 
them many times, but had never found 
anyone with courage enough to adopt 
them. They promised to send him a 
gold-headed cane as a testimonial to 
the courage of his convictions. But 
the cane was never received. The Otis 
hoists, or something similar, are now 
used in every furnace throughout the 
United States. 

Alxnit this time, there came into 
the firm mainly through his instru¬ 
mentality, Nathan Wilkinson, John D. 
Cull)ertson, Arthur McKee, W. L. 
Hearne, F. J. Hearne and several of 
his old workmen, who had always, up 
to that period been very faithful, and 
to some of whom he loaned money and 
his credit to enable them to l)econie- 
members of the firm. Today they are 

in very comfortable circumstances. To 
« 

his men he was always a friend, and 
when he meets them now, they are 
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pleased to speak of the good old days. 
About 1872, he sold out to his part¬ 
ners, and the name was changed from 
Dewey, Vance & Company to that of 
the Riverside Iron & Steel Works. 

Mr. Dewey was always very fond 
of music, and started Wheeling’s first 
musical society, called the Philhar¬ 
monic. This was afterwards changed 
to tlie Weisel Institute, in honor of 
Dr. Weisel who, among his other ac¬ 
complishments, had shown great musi- 
cal abilities, and had been made the 
leader by Mr. Dewey. He also estab¬ 
lished, and was a member of, the fa- 
mous quartet of St. Matthew's Protest¬ 
ant Episcopal Church, consisting of 
Mrs. W hitney, Mrs. W. H. Hennegen, 
Mr. Wdiipple and himself, all l>eing 
now deceased. He was also very fond 
of paintings, and of art generally. 

After Mr. Dewey's marriage, July 
22, 1868, to Elizabeth Good Tingle, a 
<laughter of George T. Tingle, and 
granddaughter of Hon. Andrew P. 
A\\)ods, ot W'heeling, he bought and 
rebuilt the house on the corner of Ninth 
and Main streets. Wheeling, which he 

0 

occupied for many years. His wife 
<lied May 12. 1882, leaving an only 
son, (Jeorge Chauncev Dewev, who is 
in the mining business in Denver. In 

I 

1884, he liought part of the old Ed- 
gington place, east of the city, and un- ^ 


til his death lived on this proi>erty, 
which he called Echo Point. This 
country life was a wise venture, for, 
where he had hardly a house in sight 
at first, he was soon able to count his 
neighbors by the hundreds, and the 
builder of the last house vies with his 
predecessors in following a dainty 
original design, aflfording every ct>ni- 
fort and convenience. 

Mr. Dewey was a Republican in 
politics, but selected his candidates for 
county offices without regard to party. 
He was for several years a director of 
the Bank of the Ohio Valiev, and for 
several years a vestryman of St. Mat¬ 
thew's Protestant Episcopal Church. 
From its inception, he was a director of 
the famous Warwick China Company. 
He was one of the originators, and the 
first president, of the Fort Henry Club, 
and was a member of the Wdieeling 
Golf Club. He belonged to the Phoe¬ 
nix Lodge of Masons, in Philadelphia. 

BENJ.VMIN M. HILDRETH, 

for many years actively engaged in the 
glass business, was born at W heeling, 
Virginia, now W est \"irginia, in 1854, 
and is a son of Dr. E. A. and Suscan 
L. (McMechen) Hildreth. He was 
reared and educated in his native city, 
and graduated from Linsly Institute in 
1872. 
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Mr. Hildreth then entered the em¬ 
ploy of Hobbs, Brockunier & Company 
as bill clerk and was afterward started 
on the road as a salesman, in which 
capacity he continued until 1888. At 
that time he associated himself with 
James B. Russell in the glass business, 
which they carried on successfully at 
Fostoria, Ohio, for about six years,un¬ 
der the name of the Nickel Plate Glass 
Company, in which Mr. Hildreth served 
as secretary during that time. In 1894 
he severed his connection with the con¬ 
cern and a little later acted as secretarv 
of tlie Beaumont Glass Company for • 
one year. He had previously been con¬ 
nected with similar enterprises at Pitts¬ 
burg and Dunkirk, Indiana. For the 
past few months he has not been in 
active business. 

Mr. Hildreth was united in matri- 
monv with Sarah Catherine Turner, * 

m * 

of Wdieeling, who formerly lived near 
Wilmington, Delaware. Her father 
died in Maryland when she was a child, 
and she removed to Wheeling at the 
early age of 14 years, and has since 
resided there. To Mr. Hildreth and 
his wife one son was born, Eugenius A. 
who is 22 years old. Eugenius A. 
Hildreth is a graduate of Linsly In¬ 
stitute and Lehigh College, and is now 
studying medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia; he will 


probably take a special course in 
surger)\ 

* The subject of this sketch is an 
ardent Republican in his political 
action. He and his family are devout 
members of St. Matthew’s Protestant 
Episcopal Church. His residence for 
the past four years has been at Woods- 
dale, where he erected his present com¬ 
fortable home. 



HUGH M. SIMMS. 

HUGH M. SIMMS, a well known 
young attorney and business man of 
fiuntington. West Virginia, was born 
in Putnam County, West Virginia, 
March 10, 1879, and is a son of How¬ 
ard T. Simms and a nephew of H. C. 
Simms, counsel for the Chespeake & 
Ohio Railway Company. 

Howard T. Simms was born a few 
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miles south of Charleston, and has fol¬ 
lowed farming largely, having re¬ 
mained at home and cared for his par¬ 
ents after the other children had en¬ 
gaged in their various pursuits. He 
has twice resided in Huntington, that 
city being his present home, and is now 
engaged in the machinery agency busi- 
ness. Howard T. Simms married a 
daughter of H. A. Burgess, whose 
great-grandfather was a Revolution¬ 
ary soldier, the ancestry being trace¬ 
able back as far as Pocahontas. 

Hugh M. Simms is the eldest child 
of a family of seven children, three of 
whom are now deceased. The others 
are: Mary, Alma and Earle, all at 
home. Our subject was reared and 
educated in West Virginia. He at¬ 
tended the public schools of Putnam 
County; the Charleston High School; 
graduated from Marshall College, at 
Huntington, in 1898; and attended 
the University of West Virginia at 
Morgantown. He was for four years 
instructor in history and political 
science at Marshall College, at the 
same time spending his summers at 
the Universitv. Mr. Simms was ad- 
mitted to the bar of West Virginia in 
1901, but continued teaching until 
Tune, 1902, since which time he has 
devoted his attention to law practice 
and other business interests. He is a 


director of the American Bank & Trust 
Company, organized in October, 1902; 
a director of and attorney for the 
Maxom Miller Supply Company, man¬ 
ufacturers and distributors of all kinds 
of jacks; and also a director of the 
Banner Printing Company, publishers 
of the Baptist Banner, Mr. Simms is 
rapidly building up a large and lucra¬ 
tive law practice and now numbers 
among his clients some of the most in¬ 
fluential citizens of Huntington as well 
as a large number of substantial busi¬ 
ness firms. He is rapidly forging to 
the front rank of the Cabell County 
bar, and his friends predict for him a 
bright and successful career. Mr. 
Simms owns considerable real estate 
in Huntington and vicinity, and is 
identified with the progressive element, 
whose efforts are for the development 
of the city. 

In 1901, ^Ir. Simms married Miss 
Patterson, a native of Kentucky, whose 
people reside in Colorado. She also 
attended Marshall College. To this 
union has been born one daughter, 
Margaret Jane. Mr. and Mrs. Simms 
reside in a fine cottage at No. 1413 6th 
avenue, one of the best residence loca¬ 
tions in the city. 

Fraternallv, Mr. Simms is a Blue 
Lodge Mason of the third degree, and 
has for the past three years been ven- 
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enable consul of the Modern Wood¬ 
men of America Lodge at Huntington, 
the highest position of the local lodge. 
Both he and his wife are members of 
the Fifth Avenue Baptist Church. 



WILLIAM GUSTAVUS CONLEY. LL. O. 

WILLIAM GUSTAVUS CON- 

LEV, LL. D., a well known practic¬ 
ing attorney of Kingwood, Preston 
County, West \'irginia, a meml>er of 
the law firm of Conley & Smith, of 
Parsons, W'est V'irginia, and a promi¬ 
nent politician of the State, was l>orn 
January 8, 1866, in Preston County, 
West X'irginia, and is a son of Will¬ 
iam and Mary (I'reeburii) Conley. 

William Conley was also a native 

IT 


ing school, later was interested in con¬ 
tracting, and at one time was deputy 
sheriff of Preston County. He served 
with the rank of major in the State 
militia. H is religious connection was 
with the Methodi.st Church. Mr. Con¬ 
ley died when his son William Gus- 
tavus was but a lad. His wife, Mary 
Freeburn, was born in Scotland and 
came with her parents to the United 
States when eight years of age,—they 
resided for a time at Philadelphia, but 
later moved to West Virginia. Mrs. 
Conley died in 1896, at the age of 82 
years, leaving six children: Mary J., 
John A., Edward B., Ella, William 
Gu.stavus, and Mattie. 

William Gustavus Conley received 
his education in the common schools 
of Preston County and West Virginia 
University at Morgantown, l)eing 
graduated in law at the latter institu¬ 
tion in 1893, 'vith the degree of LL. B. 
After his admission to the bar, he l)e- 
gan practice in the fall of 1893 at Par¬ 
sons, where he continued until his re¬ 
moval to his present home at King- 
wood, in 1903. He was admitted to 
practice in the Federal courts and is 

I the attorney for the Baltimore & Ohio 

I ar 

Railroad Comi)any. In January, 
1903, he formed a law partnership 


of Preston Countv and was a well with Charles D. Smith, under the firm 
known citizen. He engaged in teach- name of Conley & Smith, at Parsons, 
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West Virginia, where he still retains 
an office. On April 2, 1903, the Nash¬ 
ville College of Law, of Nashville, 
Tennessee, conferred upon him the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. 
His political affiliation has always been 
with the Republican party and he has 
long been regarded as one of its lead¬ 
ers in the northern part of the State. 
In 1891 he was elected county super¬ 
intendent of free schools of Preston 
County, and in 1896 was elected pros¬ 
ecuting attorney of Tucker County, 
and was re-elected in 1900. During 
his residence in Parsons, he served a 
numljer of terms on the City Council, 
and was honored bv an election as 
mayor of that city. Mr. Conley has 
taken a very active part in the vari¬ 
ous campaigns and has almost con¬ 
stantly served either as a delegate or as 
a member of some important party or¬ 
ganization. He was made assistant 
secretarv of the national convention at 
St. I.ouis that nominated the late Pres¬ 
ident McKinley in 1S96; was twice a 
delegate t(^ the national convention of 
the Rejniblican League Clubs; was six 
years chairman of the Republican Ex¬ 
ecutive Committee of Tucker Countv; 
and for several vears was a meml)er of 
the Rej)ublican Congressional Commit¬ 
tee.—Mr. Conley is at pre.sent serving 
as assistant secretarv of this commit- 


tee. He is a faithful and appreciated 
party worker. 

On July 14, 1892, Mr. Conley was 
married to Bertie I. Martin, daughter 
of Samuel and Harriet J. Martin. 
She was born near Kingworxl, June 
20, 1873. Mrs. Conley have 

had a family of four children, and of 
these, Lillian and Donald, the eldest 
and youngest, survive; Willie and 
Marian are deceased. Mrs. Conlev is 
a member of the ^lethodi.st Church, 
and Mr. Conlev of the Pres!)vterian 

9 9 

Church. He is an Odd b'ellow and a 
Knight of Pythias. 



MILLARD F. SNIDER. 

MILLARD F. SNIDER, an at¬ 
torney-at-law of Clarksburg. West 
\'irginia. has for some years i)ast been 


I 
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located at the above-mentioned place, 
practicing his profession in the Cir¬ 
cuit Court of Harrison County, in the 
coutrs of adjoining counties, in the Su¬ 
preme Court of Appeals of West V'ir- 
ginia, and also in the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 

The high standard of the Harrison 
County bar has long been recognized 
by the lawyers and courts of Old \’ir- 
ginia. and also of West Virginia since 
the formation of the State. Many able 
lawyers have earned a just reputation 
of eminence and legal fitness for the 
Harrison Countv bar. a member of 

0 

whom have long since appeared before 
the judge of the great court, from 
whose decision there is no ajipeal; and 
their places have been filled by younger 
men. anvmg whom is the subject of 
this sketch, who are striving to keep to 
its high standard the reputation that 
the Harrison C ountv bar has won and 

0 

to improve it. rather than to allow it to 
deteriorate. 

Mr. Snider was iKirn on Hunter’s 
Fork, in Doddridge County. V^irginia, 
now West X’irginia. September 24, 
i860, and is a son of Jehu and Vir¬ 
ginia (Apsy) Snider. His father, 
Jehu Snider, was a son of Jacob and 
Nancy (Childers) Snider, and was 
l^orn September 29. 1832, at the mouth 
of BrushV Fork, of Meat House Fork, 


in what was then Harrison County, 
but which has since been cut off and is 
now in Doddridge County. Jacob 
Snider, the grandfather of the subject 
' of this sketch, was l^orn at Bridgeport, 
I Harrison County. June 6, 1804. He 
lived in Clarksburg while a young man 
and there married his first wife, Nancy 
Childers, of Milford, Harrison Coun¬ 
ty. He then moved to the western 
|x)rtion of what was then Harrison 
County, and lived u]kmi a farm at the 
mouth of Brushv Fork for a short 

* 0 

I time, and then purchased a farm ad- 
' joining, just above on Meat House 
b'ork, where he lived the balance of his 
. life, dying August 12, 1883. Jacob 
Snider was a son of John Snider, a na¬ 
tive of Fauquier County, \"irginia, 
who, when a young man, was an early 
pi(^neer of Western \'irginia. settling 
at Bridgeport, Harrison County, at a 

verv carlv date. He afterward moved 
• » 

to Sycamore, in the same county, 
where he died at a rijie old age. He 
was a soldier in the War of 1812. and 
for his services in that conflict drew a 
pension until the time of his death. 
His ancestors were of (lerman descent. 
Virginia E. Apsy, the mother of our 
' subject, was born in Loudoun County, 

, \"irginia, July 30. 1837. Her parents 
! were Cieorge Apsy, Ixirii August 20, 
I 1805, died aliout 1839, and Mary 
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(Swan) Apsy, born January 19, 1814, 
died January 9, 1898. George Apsy 
died in Loudoun County, Virginia, 
when his daughter, Virginia E., was 
a mere child, and about 1840 her 
mother with a brother, Thomas Swan, 
came to W^estern Virginia, and resided 
on the Alleghany Mountains about 
seven years, keeping hotel, and then 
moved farther west and settled in Dod¬ 
dridge County. George Apsy was a 
native of England, and his wife was a 
Virginian. 

Jehu Snider, our subject's father, 
in early life learned the plasterers 
trade, but later devoted himself to 
farming. He was married when 21 
years of age, and he and his wife are 
both still living and reside at Salem, 
Harrison Ccninty. He has been a life¬ 
long Democrat. During the days of 
the Rebellion, he was an ardent Union 
man, did a great deal toward prevent¬ 
ing the western part of Virginia from 
seceding, and later volunteered in the 
Union Army, as a member of Com¬ 
pany A, 14th Reg., West Virginia Vol. 
Inf., from which he was honorably dis¬ 
charged at the close of the war. He 
now draws a pension from the United 
States government. 

Millard F. Snider is one of a fam¬ 
ily of 13 children, ii of whom are 
living, viz.: Martin V., who married 1 


* 

("arrie McKinley, and resides at Sa¬ 
lem; Susan A., who married John A. 
Reeder, and resides at Clarksburg; 
Charles L., who married Rulina Sper¬ 
ry, and resides at New Milton; Millard 
F., subject of this sketch; Amy M., 
who resides at Salem; Delia F., who 
married Robert Littleman, and resides 
at Salem: Laura Ellen, who married 
Sheridan Stockdale, and resides at 
Stringtown; Hattie L., who married 
Clete Randolph, and resides at Salem; 
Okey S., Fannie Bell, and Oliver H., 
who are single and live with their fa¬ 
ther, in Salem; and two who are de¬ 
ceased,—Minerva J., who married 
Joseph Gray, and Mary Frances. 

At the time of the birth of our 
subject, his parents resided on a rented 
farm on Hunter’s Fork, in Doddridge 
County, and until he was eight years 
old they lived upon rented property 
there and elsewhere. In 1868, his fa¬ 
ther lx)ught a farm on Brushy Fork, 
in Doddridge County, having but a 
small amount to pay down and going 
largely into debt for the residue. The 
farm was mostly in the woods and it 
was only after a long and hard strug¬ 
gle that it was cleared, paid for and 
brought into a good state of cultiva¬ 
tion. The farm is still owned by his 
father, who lately sold the coal, and 
still retains the residue of the land. 
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It was by hard work from day¬ 
light until dark on this undeveloped 
land, that young Snider had instilled 
into him the principle, that best results 
are derived from diligent application 
and honest toil. He inherited a strong 
physicpie, a healthy lK)dy and a robust 
constitution which laid the foundation 
for physical and mental labor, and still 
serve him in his chosen profession. 
When a small lad he determined to ob¬ 
tain a good education, and early in life 
applied himself closely to his books, in 
school and out, thereby outstripping 
his brothers and sisters and all the 
neighbor boys in learning, and at one 
time almost determined to leave home 
in order to have a better opportunity 
to secure an education; but on account 
of his father’s being in need of help 
at that time he decided to remain. Al¬ 
though he was somewhat handicapped 
by the inefficiency of the schools, the 
public school system being at that time 
in its infancy, yet nothing deterred 
him, and by close attendance at school 
during the short terms, when he was 
not recjuired at home to assist in gath¬ 
ering the crops in the fall, or in pre¬ 
paring for the next year’s planting by 
assisting in clearing away the heavy 
forest in the spring, and by devoting 
himself to his books whenever he had 
spare time in the summer, by the time 


he had reached the age of 20 he had 
acquired sufficient education to secure 
a certificate to teach school. At that 
age he began his career as a teacher, 
which he followed for alx)ut six years. 
He taught his first school on Tom’s 
Fork, at what was then called the 
Lowther school, which was about two 
miles distance from his father’s home, 
and across a large hill. He lx)arded 
at home, built the fires at the school 
house, kept it clean and walked across 
this mountain night and morning, feed¬ 
ing IJ liead of cattle on his way to and 
from school. The next year he taught 
on the South Fork of Hughes River, 
at what was then known as the Stout 
school. Both of these terms were 
taught on a No. 2 certificate. He then 
went to Harrison County, obtained a 
No. I certificate and taught two terms 
on the Turtle Tree Fork of Ten Mile 
Creek, at what was known as the 
Meadow Valley school; he then secured 
the principalship of the Mount Clare 
graded school and taught that school 
two years, which closed his career as 
teacher. In the meantime he had at¬ 
tended a select school, and the Fair¬ 
mont Normal School. He was in the 
graduating class of the Normal School 
for the next year had he returned, but 
a change in a part of the fficulty of 
that school caused him to withdraw 
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from there, and, after having read law 
a while with Hon. John Bassel, of 
Clarksburg, he went to the State Uni¬ 
versity at Morgantown, at which 
scliool he took part of the classical 
course and the full law course, gradu¬ 
ating in 1887. 

Mr. Snider was in debt and about 
out of money when he left school, and 
in order to get a small amount ahead 
before locating, he traveled as a book 
agent for a few months and then en¬ 
gaged in the practice of the law at 
West Union in Doddridge County, in 
October, 1887, and was admitted to 
practice on his diploma from the Uni¬ 
versity at the November term follow¬ 
ing. Contrary to the general experi¬ 
ence of ycHing attorneys, he had a pay¬ 
ing practice from the start; was soon 
enabled to provide for expenses, pay 
off the debt incurred while going to 
school, and start the foundation for a 
gr)od law library. Among his friends, 
whom he remembers very kindly in his 
earlv struggles, are W. Brent Max- 
well, who loaned him money to go to 
school and has since been his client and 
faithful friend: Dr. Brooke, of the 
University, who went upon his Ixmd 
when he went out to sell books; Henry 
Ash, who assisted him with a free 
office and has ever since been his client; 
and John I^assel, with whom he read 


law and who has always been ready to 
willingly assist him in counsel and ad¬ 
vice. 

After practicing at West Union 

for several years, he began to realize 

that the best practitioners at that place, 

himself included, were not receiving 

from their practice what he thought 

should be in store for a good lawyer, 

the opportunities at that place 1:)eing 

too limited. He realized that if he 

should get the best practice that was 

to be had at West Union it would not 

l)e all that he desired. In the course 

of his practice in the State and United 

States courts he had met and success- 

j fully contested with lawyers who were 

considered the best in the State, and, 

having met with a number of the oil 

men and l)eing counsel for some of the 

oil companies, he determined to seek 

a broader field where he would have 

better oi)portunities, if he were able, 

I to measure swords, as it were, with 

' great lawyers, as he l>elieved with hard 

study he would be able to do, and to 

! become what lie had alwavs desired to 

¥ 

* be, a good lawyer with a lucrative 
practice. 

I In looking over the West Virginia 
field, he selected Clarksburg as the 
I coming commercial center of the State, 
and in the spring of 1898 he com- 
I menced his preparations to move to 
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that city. He sold his home in West 
Union to Lewis Maxwell, one of the 
wealthiest citizens of Doddridge 
County, who now lives in the house 
that Mr. Snider built, and commenced 
the erection of his residence at Clarks¬ 
burg in May, and in June removed his 
office, although his family did not 
move until fall. His expectations were 
more than realized; when he located at 
Clarksburg he found new clients ready 
to employ him. Among them was his 
friend and schoolmate, C. Sprigg 
Sands, cashier of the Traders* National 
Bank, who at once induced the bank 
officials to employ him as their coun¬ 
sel. and was instrumental in many 
wavs, until removed bv death, in as- 
sisting our subject in his new field, and 
was ever his faithful friend. He was 
also employed by several other cor¬ 
porations and wealthy citizens, and is 
still retained as their counsel. He now 
has a nice practice. His clients are 
mostly well-to-do citizens, .some of 
them wealthy, and numerous corpora¬ 
tions. He devotes himself almost ex- 
cliisively to chancery and civil prac¬ 
tice, corporation law sharing largely 
therein; but he has also been engaged 
in a few important criminal cases. He 
not only has an extensive practice in 
the Circuit courts, but has been coun¬ 
sel in no less than 17 ca.ses in the Su¬ 


preme Court of Appeals, 16 of which 
have been decided, and of these his 
clients gained 12 and lost four. One 
of the cases that was gained in the Su¬ 
preme Court of the State was carried 
to the Su])reme Court of the L^nited 
States, and after briefs were filed was 
dismissed by the plaintiff in error, 
without having the case heard and de¬ 
cided. 

blinding that it was not desirable to 
live alone, on October 4, 1892, he was 
united in marriage with Elizabeth 
' Stuart, a daughter of the late Judge 
j Chapman J. Stuart, who was a very 
, able and prominent lawyer of Dodd- 
I ridge County. Their marriage has 
' been blessed with one child, Virginia 
I Ann, a bright and charming little girl 
, now nine years old. 

I 

j Their home is situated on the north 
side of East Main street, on what is 
. known as “Quality Hill,” the most de- 
I sirablc residence section in the city. 

I .Mthough not so costly as some, they 
have one among the most beautiful 
places in the city. 

Mr. Snider is simple in his habits, 
and admires plain and unpretentious 
people and has an especially high re¬ 
gard for peoi)le who are willing to do 
hard and honest work. He has often 
said that a man who is willing to toil 
for honest remuneration dav in and 

0 








66 o 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


day out for weeks and years is not a 
bad kind of a man, no matter what his 
social position may be. He does not 
use tobacco in any form, nor spirituous 
liquors except for medicinal purposes. 
He is a meml^er of the United Brethren 
Church, the Young Men’s Christian 
Association and the West Virginia 
Bar Association, and has always been 
a regular attendant at Sunday-school. 
He has always had great love and ad¬ 
miration for his father and mother, and 
no later than last fall he wrote them 
the following letter: 

Clarksburg, W. Va., Nov. 23, 1902. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jehu Snider, Salem, JV. Va. 

My Dear Father and Mother: —At my 
age of 42, and after having come in con¬ 
tact with the busy affairs of life for a num¬ 
ber of years, and having a family of my 
own. I can the more appreciate the great 
benefit bestowed upon me by having been 
reared by Christian parents, whose earnest 
and sincere desires were to live right, and to 
train their children to live honest and upright 
lives, and to love and fear God. 

And, although when I was a boy I thought 
you were too .strict and sometimes erred in 
keeping >x)ur children too close, I now see 
that if you erred, and I cannot say that you 
did, it was through your devout wishes to 
impress upon us the great importance of 
doing right and the urgent necessity of our 
keeping away from frivolous pleasure in or¬ 
der that w'e might be better prepared to meet 
the responsibilities of life. 

Yon, perhaps, were not aware w'hen, in 
your humble way, you were doing the best 
you could, by careful living and kind and 
earnest exhortations to your children, that you 


were having as much influence as you were in 
forming and shaping characters for eternity. 

I am very glad that I never heard a pro¬ 
fane word pass from either of your lips. Nor 
a quarrel between you. If one of you when 
somewhat irritated would speak to the other, 
it was always met or turned off in a way that 
led to peace instead of strife. And I have 
often wondered how you got along with such 
a large number of children as well as you did. 

When you would talk to us children and 
correct us for doing wrong, it was in such an 
earnest and conscientious manner that it led 
me to believe that you were influenced by the 
power received through secret prayer and 
communication with God. 

I am now conscious of the fact, from your 
manner of training, that, with the great bur¬ 
den that was upon y-ou in rearing such a large 
family of robust children, some of us young¬ 
sters inclined to be unruly, that >’ou must 
have kept close to the cross of Christ. And 
many were the times when >iour prayers 
ascended the Hill of Zion for strength from 
the Lord in our behalf, all unknown to us, and 
while we were traveling in the paths of sin 
or sttaying in the fields of unrighteousness, 
plucking at the seeming flowers of sinful 
pleasure. 

And since I have been born of the Spirit, 
and for near 25 years have been striving to 
travel in the paths of right, and since you are 
now growing old, one passed and the other 
approaching three score years and ten, and 
you will soon be gathered home, before you 
cross the ‘'river,*’ my dear father and mother, 
1 want to express to you my sincere gratitude 
for your noble Christian characters and ex¬ 
emplary lives and your loving care and influ¬ 
ence over me in rearing me and bringing me 
to know the Saviour, and the interest you 
have taken in me since, even to the extent 
that mother was afraid for me to follow my 
chosen profession for fear it might cause me 
to stray from the loving Saviour; but I trust 
your prayers may follow me, and that her 
fears may be turned into joy, for God is able 
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to tak« carc of us in any calling if we trust 
it to him. 

And I hope that j-our lives may have 
made such impressions upon each of your 
children, that all who have not yet been may 
soon be saved, so that all your grandchildren 
may be blessed with Christian parents. 

Your days of usefulness may not yet be 
done; you may outlive several more of your 
children, and be able to still continue to do 
great good. You may not be great in one 
sense, but remember that no one is great un¬ 
less he is good. To be good is great, no mat¬ 
ter how humble. 

And I liope your lives may henceforth be 
the purest streams of Christian pleasure and 
when your labors are ended that your souls 
may be kissed into heaven by the Holy Spirit 
as the sun kisses away the morning dew’. 

Come down and take Thanksgiving din¬ 
ner with us. Let me know if you can come 
and I will meet you at the train. 

Your Son. 

Millard F. Snider. 

While a resident of \\’est Union he 
served as a member of tlie School 
Board of the West Union Independent 
District, and was instrumental in hav¬ 
ing a graded course prepared for the 
school, and assisted in the erection of 
the new public school building at that 
place, and was a member of the build¬ 
ing committee for the United Brethren 
Church at West Union, to which class 
he still belongs. 

In 1888 he was an unsuccessful 
candidate for prosecuting attorney ip 
Doddridge County, on the Democratic 
ticket, and in 1900 was likewise an un¬ 
successful candidate of that party for 


the same office in Harrison County, but 
in both instances very greatly reduced 
the majority against him, being de¬ 
feated at the latter place by 469 votes, 
while the regular Republican majority 
was over 1,200. 

In his office work and counsel Mr. 
Snider is very careful and painstaking, 
in order that he may make no mistakes 
that might cause his clients trouble or 
loss bv unconsidered advice; and as an 
advocate he is resourceful, logical and 
forcible. One of his greatest desires 
has always been to be a good lawyer 
and to be able to assist the commercial 
world to safely transact its business 
and settle its difficulties. For the bene¬ 
fit of young men who are hesitating as 
to the profession they will follow, he 
would say that when he choose the pro¬ 
fession of law he came to the con¬ 
clusion that other men who had no 
more natural ability than he had suc¬ 
ceeded ; by proper application he could 
do so, and he was willing to make the 
effort. 

Financially Mr. Snider is not 
wealthy, but is approaching comfort¬ 
able circumstances. He is a stock¬ 
holder in three banks, a director in one, 
and is a director and secretary of the 
W'olf Summit Oil & Gas Company, 
and owns some building lots in the city 
of Clarksburg. His wife owns a valu- 
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able farm in Doddridge County, of 173 
acres, which she inherited as a part of 
her father’s estate, which Mr. Snider 
looks after and grazes. He is inter¬ 
ested in the development of the State 
and the improvement of the city of 
Clarksburg. 



R. S. HENRY, M. D. 

R. S. HENRY, M. D., a promi¬ 
nent physician and surgeon of Charles¬ 
ton, West Virginia, was born May 28, 
1855, in Harford County, Maryland, 
and is a son of Rol»ert and Susan 
(Waltham) Henry, and a grandson of 
Col. Robert Henry of the Queen’s 
Guards, Belfast, Ireland. He is a near 
relative of the celebrated Patrick Hen¬ 
ry on the paternal side, and through 
his mother is descended from the 
founder of Waltham, Massachusetts, 


the great-great-grandfather being the 
man who established the Waltham 
watch and clock works. 

1 he father of Dr. Henry was asso¬ 
ciated with educational affairs all his 
life, for a number of years was super¬ 
intendent of schools in Maryland and 
was noted throughout his State as a 
public speaker. He was prominent in 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
and served as grand master of the 
State for a number of years. His death 
occurred in 1879, at the age of 62 
years. His widow still survives at an 
advanced age, and resides with our 
subject, who is the only survivor of a 
family of children. 

Dr. Henry was educated at St. 
John’s College, Maryland, and at the 
Maryland Agricultural College, re¬ 
ceiving the degree of A. B. in 1873 
and the degree of A. M. in 1876, and 
was principal of the Washington 
County College at Hagerstown, Mary¬ 
land, until 1880. In 1876 he began 
the study of medicine and continued 
his studies during his career as a teach¬ 
er, later entering the office of Prof. 
Louis McLane Tiffany, professor of 
surgery in the University of Maryland, 
at Baltimore. After three years of 
study there, including hospital work, 
he graduated from that institution in 
1883 and then did work of a special 
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nature in diseases of the eve and throat, 

0 ' 

in the hospitals of Xew York and 
Baltimore. In 1892 he took special 
courses in the most ])rominent hospit¬ 
als of England, (iermany, France and 
Austria. 


to Angie Crampton, of Hagerstown, 
Maryland, and they have two daugh¬ 
ters. Xina and Cora. hVaternallv he 

0 

is a Mason of high degree, l)elonging 
to Kanawha Lodge, Xo. 20, A. F. & 

. A. M., at Charleston. Xot only is he 


Dr. Henry has l>een a resident of 

0 

Charleston since entering the private 
practice of medicine in 1884. He is a 
member of the State Medical Society 

0 

of W est Virginia, and was president 
of the Medical and Surgical S(x:iety 
of the Kanawha Valley in 1887, and 
is now an active meml)er of the 
Charleston Medical and Surgical So¬ 
ciety. h'or a number of years he was 
division surgeon and medical expert 
for the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway 
and also chief surgeon of the Kanawha 
& Michigan Railway for eight years. 
His writings include papers on “Re¬ 
searches after Haemoglobin,” with 
micro-photographs and an original 
method of obtaining the same, pub¬ 
lished in the Maryland Medical Jour- 
nal in 1883; papers on “Iritis,” “The 
Cse of Cascara.” in the Medical and 
Surgical Repitrter, 1884, and numer¬ 
ous papers and reports l)efore medical 
societies. He has taken several post¬ 
graduate courses, both in Xew York 
City and in Baltimore, and keeps thor¬ 
oughly abreast of modern thought. 

In 1876 Dr. Henry was married 


! prominent in his profession, but he is 
also one of the leading citizens of 
Charleston in municipal affairs and 
public movements. 



COL. THOMAS SIKES. 

COL. THOM.XS SIKES, the 

present city treasurer of Huntington, 
j W est X'irginia, was lK)rn in 1836 at 
Portsmouth, Ohio, and has bcx?n a res¬ 
ident of Huntington since 1872. At 
the time of his birth, his father. Rev. 
Levi Sikes, a I»aptist minister, was re¬ 
siding on the latter's farm in Scioto 
County, Ohio. 


» 
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John J. Sikes, the grandfather of 
Colonel Sikes, served in the Revolu¬ 
tionary War, from Massachusetts, and 
his widow, formerly Sarah Cole, se¬ 
cured a pension in 1856. She attained 
the age of 99 years. Both grandfa¬ 
thers of Colonel Sikes were engaged 
in produce dealing and shipping on the 
Ohio River, and both lost their lives 
in the pursuit of their duties, either 
from drowning between Cincinnati 
and New Orelans, or through massa¬ 
cre by Indians. 

Rev. Levi Sikes was born in 1796 
in Massachusetts and removed to Ohio 
with his father in 1804, locating in 
the vicinity of Portsmouth, and was 
the first brick manufacturer there. 
The mother of Colonel Sikes was born 
in Rockbridge County, Virginia, in 
1799. and died in 1876, one year later 
than her husband. Besides our sub¬ 
ject, the other members of the parental 
family were: James, who resides in 
Scioto County, Ohio, aged 76 years; 
Melvin, deceased; Hiram, aged 62 
years, who lives at Portsmouth, Ohio, 
Melvina, who died at the age of 79 
years in Jooo; Harriet, decea.sed; Eliza, 
aged 79 years, who lives in Scioto 
County, Ohio; Sarah, who died some 
40 years ago; and Elsie, aged 64 years, 
who lives in Scioto County, Ohio. 

Colonel Sikes obtained a common 


and high school education and then 
learned the brick-mason trade and 
gradually engaged in contracting, a 
business he followed in Portsmouth, 
Ohio, and in Huntington, West Vir¬ 
ginia, in the latter city from 1872 un¬ 
til quite recently. He is well and fav¬ 
orably known to all of his fellow citi¬ 
zens, and his fine work is seen in al¬ 
most all of the principal business and 
residence structures of Huntington. 
In 1886 he served as chief of police of 
Huntington and in 1901 was elected 
to his present responsible position, and 
in 1903 was re-elected for a term of 
two years. 

Colonel Sikes enlisted for service 
in the Civil War in Company G, ist 
Reg., Ohio Vol. Inf., for three months, 
and then re-entered the service as cap¬ 
tain of Company E, 33rd Reg., Ohio 
Vol. Inf., was subsequently made ma¬ 
jor, then lieutenant-colonel and finally 
received his colonel's commission. He 
participated in some 30 of the main 
engagements of the war, notably the 
first battle of Bull Run, Stone River, 
Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, and 
Lookout Mountain. He was in the 
14th Army C(^rps, under Gen. George 
H. Thomas, for whom he retained so 
much resjject and affection that he 
named one of his sons, now a prom¬ 
inent business man of Huntington, in 
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his honor. After four years and 10 
months in the army, he returned to 
Portsmouth. Colonel Sikes is an hon¬ 
ored member of Bailey Post, No. 4, 
Grand Army of the Republic, of which 
he has often been commander. 

Colonel Sikes married Minerva I. 
Williams and their children are: Mrs. 
Ida M. Johnson, of Huntington; Ma¬ 
mie, bookkeeper for the W. M. Prin- 
dle Company of that city; Maude, at 
home; George H., a contractor in 
brick masonry; Austin M., a stenogra¬ 
pher; and Herbert A., instructor in 
shorthand and bookkeeping at Mar¬ 
shall College, Huntington, although 
but a youth of 17 years. The religi¬ 
ous views of the family are in accord¬ 
ance with the Methodist faith. Fra¬ 
ternally, Colonel Sikes is a Royal Arch 
Mason. 


JOHN BODLEY, a retired and 
well-to-do citizen of Wheeling, West 
Virginia, was for many years a part¬ 
ner in the enterprising business firm 
of Bodley Brothers, who manufact¬ 
ured wagons quite extensively in that 
sity. Mr. Bodley is the second child 
and youngest son of Joshua and Mar¬ 
tha (Galley) Bodley and was born in 
the city of Wheeling, December 17, 
1844. 

The four Bodley brothers originally 

17 


located in W heeling at various dates 
between 1830 and 1851, and spent the 
remainder of their lives in that city. 
They were reared in Monongalia 
County, Virginia, now West Virginia. 
Two of the brothers married Galley 
sisters, and the other two married 
ladies named Donnelly, who lx)re the 
relation of aunt and niece, and were 
from Greene County, Pennsylvania. 

The four Bodley brothers were 
Joshua, Jo.seph A., James and Daniel. 
The last named three learned the brick¬ 
layer's trade, and subsetiuently became 
prominent contractors in Wheeling. 
James also engaged in the manufacture 
of brick, and carried on that business 
with an unusuaJ degree of success for 
30 or 40 years. Daniel Botlley was 
lx)rn in 1833, and went to Wheeling 
in 1851. He married Jane Elizabeth 
Galley, who is now the only surviving 
member of the Galley family. Her 
husband’s death, which occurred April 

result of an accident. 
James had died previously, and Josq)h 
A, passed to his final rest alx^ut 1895. 
Their loss was felt in the community, 
as they were especially prominent in 
business circles. 

Joshua, the father of John, was 
Ixirn in 1812, and in 1830, while still 
a youth, sought his fortune in Wlieel- 
ing. He learned the blacksmith’s 
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trade, and later engaged in the manu¬ 
facture of wagons, and followed that 
vocation the whole of his active life. 
His marriage with Martha Galley, a 
daughter of John Galley, took place 
in W’heeling and they reared three 
children,—two sons and one daugh¬ 
ter. In 1832 Joshua Bodley established 
a wagon factory, which he conducted 
alone for several years, when he took 
in David Richards as partner. They 
did business for a number of years. 
Later, in company with Thomas M. 
Galley, Joshua Bodley established an¬ 
other wagon factory, and Mr. Galley 
attended to the sale of the product up 
to the time of his last illness. After 
the death of his partner, Mr. Bodley 
continued the business by taking his 
■son, James W., into partnership dur¬ 
ing the war, and later his son John, the 
subject of these lines, assisted him in the 
business. Upon the death of the father 
the business passed to these two sons, 
James W. and John, who continued the 
manufacture of vehicles under the name 
of Bodley Brothers until 1891, when 
John Bodley retired from the business. 
The concern was incorporated about 
that time as the Bodley Wagon Com¬ 
pany, and its location was changed to 
Staunton, Virginia. This company is 
in successful operation at the present 
time, under the careful and skillful 


management of its president, James 
W. Bodley. 

John Bodley has one sister, Mar>% 
who married David R. Brooks. Her 
husband died several years ago, an<l 
Mrs. Brooks lives in Wheeling, having 
a comfortable residence on 15th street. 



ALEXANDER C. BURNS. M. D. 

ALEXANDER C. BURNS. M. 

D., who since 1893 has l^een one of 
the leading physicians and esteemed 
and valued residents of Huntington, 
CaMl County, West Virginia, was 
born in 184S, in Washington County, 
Pennsylvania. His parents are both de¬ 
ceased, but most of the meml)ers of the 
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family still reside in the Keystone 
State. The family was a numerous 
one, Dr. Burns being one of the twelve 
children, and there being 50 grandchil¬ 
dren. 

Dr. Burns obtained his education 
in the common schools and in young 
manhood followed the profession of 
teaching for some time, possessing a 
life certificate in his native State. For 
one vear he was one of the instructors 
at the seminary at West Middletown, 
Pennsylvania, later entering Washing- 
ton-Jefferson College. One year later 
he matriculated at the University of 
Michigan, after having had four years 
of preparation with the local physi¬ 
cians. graduated with the degree of M. 
D. in 1877, and since June of that 
year has been in continuous practice, 
his first location l)eing at I'nionville, 
Lawrence County. Ohio. Although 
his skill is acknowledged in almost all 
lines of professional work, Dr. Burns 
has been especially successful in his 
treatment of bronchial troubles, and 
has a perfectly equipped office where 
he makes use of instruments es- 
I)ecially designed for him for the di¬ 
lating of the windi)ij>e. His fame in 
treating stricture of this organ has 
brought him patients from long dis¬ 
tances and so closelv has he devoted 
liimself to their care that his own 


health is threatening to give way. His 
latest special study has been of the 
pelvic organs and a post-graduate 
course taken lately in New York City 
has added to his general knowledge 
and prepared him for making a 
specialty in this line. He is legated 
at No. 928 5th avenue, Huntington, 
where he erected a fine mansion and 
utilizes the basement for his offices. 

Dr. Burns was united in marriage 
to a daughter of Judge C. T. Temple¬ 
ton, of Lawrence County, Ohio, and 
four children have l>een bom to them: 
Adrienne, an accomplished elocution¬ 
ist and ex-student of Marshall Col¬ 
lege. is the very efficient city librarian 
of Huntington; Anice, a student at 
Marshall College, is occasionally as¬ 
sistant librarian; Orin E., educated 
at Marshall College, a fine stenogra¬ 
pher and bookkeq)er, is eng<aged in a 
Iuml)er business along the Norfolk & 
Western Railwav, with offices at Hunt- 
ington; and James, who is engaged in 
surveying in Kentucky. 

It was largely through the efforts 
of Dr. Burns that the fine Carnegie 
Library, now in course of construc¬ 
tion, was secured for Huntington. He 
worked hard for the enterprise, se¬ 
cured the legislation and taxation 
necessary for its proi)er maintenance; 
it is controlled by the Board of Edu- 
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cation, of vvliich he has been a member 
for seven years. Dr. Burns is a valued 
member of the local and State Medical 
Societies and his papers and opinions 
have weight with his brother prac¬ 
titioners. Fraternally he belongs to 
the B. P. O. E. 



HARRY K. GRUBB. 

HARRY K. GRUBB, one of the 
prominent citizens of Parsons, Tuck¬ 
er County, West Virginia, president 
of the Electric Light & Powder Com¬ 
pany of this city, and manager at Par¬ 
sons for the firm of J. K. Mosser & 
Company, was born in 1866, in Phila¬ 
delphia, Pennsylvania, and is a son of 
Albert and Sarah J. (Grim) Grubb, 


the former of wdiom was bom in Mont¬ 
gomery County and the latter in Le¬ 
high County, Pennsylvania. 

Albert Grubb w^as born in 1834 and 
died in 1892, aged 68 years. For many 
years he was a resident of Philadel¬ 
phia and for 40 years he kept a hotel 
in that city. For a long period he 
served as a school director there. In 
politics he was a Democrat. In re¬ 
ligion he was a member of the Gemian 
Reformed Church. Fraternally he 
was a Mason. His wife died in 1876, 
aged 32 years. The two children of 
this marriage were our subject and his 
sister, Annie J., wife of How^ard Nais- 
by, chief bookkeeper for the Philadel¬ 
phia & Reading Railroad Company, at 
Philadelphia. 

Harry K. Grubb was well edu¬ 
cated in the schools of Philadelphia, 
and then wxnt to Williamsport, Penn¬ 
sylvania, and entered into the employ 
of J. K. Mosser & Company, with 
which great house he has continued 
and is now holding the responsible po¬ 
sition of manager at Parsons. While 
at Williamsport he took an active in¬ 
terest in city affairs and served as one 
of the school directors, and w^as a mem¬ 
ber of the City Council. Since locat¬ 
ing in Parsons, he has been identified 
with the city’s interests, and in 1902 
served to the public’s satisfaction as 
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mayor of the city. In politics Mr. 
Grubb is a Republican. He is largely 
interested in many of the important 
industries of his section of the State, 
is president of the Electric Light & 
Power Company, of Parsons, is a 
stockholder and director in the Tucker 
County Bank, of Parsons, and owns 
stock in many established enterprises. 

In 1888, Mr. Grubb was united in 
marriage, in Columbia County, Penn¬ 
sylvania, with Annie J. Frey. One 
son, Joseph K., has been born to this 
union. Mrs. Grubb is a member of 
the Baptist Church, while Mr. Grubb 
belongs to the German Reformed. 
Fraternally he is a meml)er of the Roy¬ 
al Arcanum. Mr. Grubb is one of the 
progressive and enterprising young 
business men for which this age is 
noted. 


FRANK D. YOUXCi, one of the 
ablest advocates of law in the State of 
West \"irginia, residing at Sistersville, 
was born August 9, 1853, in New Mar¬ 
tinsville, W'etzenl County, his parents 
l)eing Dr. Jacob and Annie E. (Engle) 
'S'oung, the former of whom is the old¬ 
est practicing i)hysician in that section 
of the State and the latter being the 
sister of C. Engle, who was Circuit 
clerk of I'vler Countv for half a cent- 
ury. 


Frank D. Young passed through 
the usual course of education and trials 
alloted to young men of his time, in J 
began reading law with Basil T. Bow¬ 
ers, at the age of 19 years. He was 
admitted to the bar in 1874, his license 
being issued in June of that year, and 
signed by Circuit Judges C, S. Lewis 
and A. B. Fleming and Supreme Judge 
.\. F. Haymond. After being admitted 
to practice, Frank D. Young spent one 
year’s time with George E. Boyd, aft¬ 
erward judge of the First Judicial Cir¬ 
cuit. Mr. Young began the practice of 
the law for himself in New Martins¬ 
ville in 1875. successful from 

the start and had more of a practice 
than many who spent years at Har¬ 
vard, Yale cind other like institutions, 
while he worked out his own life’s 
problem in a different but just as ef¬ 
fective a way. In April, 1890, the fam¬ 
ily moved to Middlelxuirne where Mr. 
Young was engaged as the prosecuting 
attorney of Tyler County for three 
vears. He located in Sistersville at the 
beginning of the oil excitement, and 
within a short time was chosen city so¬ 
licitor, which office he retained for one 
or two terms. He has been actively en¬ 
gaged in the practice of law for almost 
2<) years, paying special attention to 
chancery cases, and has spent several 
years in the Wetzel County circuit 
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clerk’s ofiice, where his knowledge of 
form in the preparation of legal papers 
was largely acquired. 

On June 8, 1881, Mr. Young was 
married to Belle V. Stealey, daughter 
of L. L. Stealey, of Middlebourne, Ty¬ 
ler County, and a niece of ex-Judge 
Thomas J. Stealey, of Parkersburg. 
Mr. Young is the father of four chil¬ 
dren : Wayne, Hattie, Jeanette and 
Jacob Idoyd. He is a Mason, Odd Fel- 
low% Elk, Knight of Pythias and a 
memlier of the Junior Order of United 
American Mechanics. 



REV. NATHANIEL THOMAS FAY. 

REV. NATHANIEL THOMAS 
FAY .—To glance but casually over 
the long and useful life of the vener¬ 


able gentleman whose name appears 
at the beginning of this record, recalls 
some of the most stirring events in 
the nation’s history and its most 
wonderful development, while his 
personal achievements have been such 
as to bring him honor and esteem and 
an abundance of sincere affection for 
his declining years. 

Rev. Mr. Fay, who resides at New 
Cumberland, Hancock County, \vas 
born November 26, 1813, in Camden, 
Maine, and is a son of Jesse and Lucy 
(Brown) Fay, the former of whom 
was born at Princeton, Massachus¬ 
etts, and the latter in New Hampshire. 

Silas Fay, the grandfather of oiir 
subject, was bom in Massachusetts, 
but removed to Maine and located in 
the vicinity of Camden, where he 
bought a large tract of land, a portion 
of which, including the old home, has 
been in the family until recently. 

Jesse Fay, father of our subject,, 
was born April 24, 1783 and died on 
the farm near Camden, June 17, 1865, 
having been a farmer in that section 
all his life. He married Lucy Brown, 
who was born October 12, 1780, and 
died August 21, 1867, and both lie at 
rest in the family plat in the Camden 
cemetery. She belonged to a promi¬ 
nent old Puritan family and her broth¬ 
ers were early cotton and wool manu- 
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facturers in New Hampshire. The 
children born to Jesse Fay and wife 
were: Anna Elizal>eth, who married 
Nahum Walker—both are now de¬ 
ceased and their two sons are living 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Fred¬ 
erick Brown, who lived the greater 
portion of his life at Tiffin, Ohio, but 
died at Union Springs, Alabama; 
Nathaniel Thomas, our subject; Silas, 
who lived and died at Camden, Maine, 
where he was engaged in farming; and 
T^iicy, Maria and Achsah, all decease:!, 
who lived on the old farm near Cam¬ 
den. Jesse b"ay served in the War of 
1812, in the Massachusetts militia, for 
which he received a pension. 

Nathaniel Thomas Fav was reared 
in the old Camden home and attended 
the local schools until 1832, when he 
entered Munson Academy at Munson, 
Massachusetts. After two years of 
instruction under Professor Lawton, 
he was ready for college and in 1834 
he entered Amherst College at Am¬ 
herst, Massachusets. After one term 
there, he removed to Colby College 
at Waterville, Maine, and was there 
graduated in 1839, with the degree of 
A. B. lie was a student for one term 
at that great scIkk)! of Presbyterian¬ 
ism, Andover Theological Seminary, 
and then entered Bangor Theological 
Seminary, where he was graduated, in 


1842. Rev. Mr. Fay entered upon his 
ministerial duties at Montgomery, 
Wood County, Ohio, as pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church at that point, 
which later became a Congregational 
Church, and made that town his home 
until 1890. 

While Rev. Mr. Fay has l)een 
blessed in his religious work, there is 
one portion of it itixni which he looks 
with the greatest satisfaction. During 
the Civil War, he was selected bv the 
Christian Commission, one of the 
greatest of the philanthropic enter¬ 
prises of the time, to go South as one 
of its representatives. He was placed 
at City Point, Virginia, at the time 
General Grant made that place his 
headquarters. Later he was sent to 
Nashville, Tennessee, and to Hunts¬ 
ville, Alabama. His ministrations 
continued with the sick and wound¬ 
ed anil were rewarded in such ways 
as to bring comfort and rejoicing to 
the heart of this faithful clergyman. 
His help was given to the IxKly as well 
as to the soul and his work in this line 
was of the greatest assistance at that 
time to the overtaxed physicians and 
surgeons. 

For the past 10 years, Rev. Mr. 
Fay has not been in active relations 
with any charge, but keeps in corre- 
sj)ondence with his brethren and at- 
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tends all ministerial meetings that he 
is able to reach. Despite his age, he 
cherishes the hope that he may be able 
to attend the centennial celebration of 
the Elm Street Congregational Church, 
of Camden, Maine, in 1905, which was 
organized in 1805 and of which he is 
the oldest member. He has been a 



MRS. LOUISA M. FAY. 

strong supporter of the Republican 
party ever since its organization, and 
cast his first vote for President Zach¬ 
ary Taylor. 

Rev. Fay was first married on 
February 13, 1844, at Falmouth, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, to Roxanna Woodbury, 
who was a resident of W'ood County, 
Virginia, at the time of their marriage. 


She was a daughter of Rev. Benjamin 
Woodbury, an eminent minister of tlie 
Congregational Church in Massachus¬ 
etts and later in Ohio. These children 
were born to them: Ellen, who mar¬ 
ried Heman McDaniels,—they reside 
in Oberlin, Ohio, while their children 
are being educated; Benjamin, who 
died young; Lucy, who married W. 
R. Gillis, an engineer, and lived in 
Minnesota; Abigail, who married 
Prof. G. T. Jewett, principal of a 
school for young ladies at Newton, 
Massachusetts; Henry, who studied 
medicine but became ill and went to 
the West, and now resides on his large 
ranch in California; Mary, who mar¬ 
ried A. Stackwiller and is now de¬ 
ceased; Jessie, who married M. H. 
Brundage, now a resident of Russell, 
Kansas; Frederick Brown, who died 
young; and Hattie, vocal and instru¬ 
mental music teacher at Howard Col¬ 
lege, a graduate of the Boston Con¬ 
servatory, and an accomplished young 
lady, died in young womanhood, and 
Anna, who was for a time at the head 
of the public schools of Mason* City, 
Minnesota, and who is married and 
resides there. The mother of these 
children died Noveml)er 2, 1872. 

The second marriage of Mr. Fay 
was to ^Irs. Louisa Maria (Thomp¬ 
son) Chapman, who was l)orn at Fair- 
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view, Hancock County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, in 1832, and is a 
daughter of Dr. Giles S. and Johanna 
Lamaster (Chapman) Thompson, be¬ 
ing one of six children lK)rn to her 
parents. Dr. Thompson was lK)rn at 
Canandaigua, New York, and in 1824 
removed to Hancock County, this 
State, as a teacher. He died at the age 
of 40, and his wife at the age of 70. 
Dr. Thompson’s wife was a daughter 
of W'illiam Chapman, one of the very 
early settlers in W'estern Virginia, 
coming from Maryland, and entering 
1,000 acres of land on which he en¬ 
gaged in extensive farming operations. 
Mrs. Fay is the only surviving mem¬ 
ber of her [)arents’ family. Her first 
marriage was to William Chapman, 
who at death left two children,—Rose 
R. and John W illiam, who reside in 
Hancock Countv. 

CHARLES E. JOLLIFFE, cash¬ 
ier of the Exchange Rank of Manning- 
ton, Marion County, West \’^irginia, 
and one of the city’s sul)stantial and rep¬ 
resentative citizens, was Ix^rn in 1859 
in Monongalia County, Virginia, now 
W'est Virginia, and is a son of Capt. 
Oliver Perry and Sarah (Selby) 
Jolliflfe, who still resides in Monongalia 
County, aged, respectively, 76 and 69 
years. 


Capt. Oliver Perry Jolliffe was 
born in the county of his present resi¬ 
dence, and with the exception of three 
years service in the Civil W'ar has been 
continuously engaged in farming, and 
is one of the capitalists of his locality. 
At the outbreak of the Rebellion, he en¬ 
listed in Company C. 14th Reg., W^est 
Virginia \'ol. Inf., and after serving 
mainly in the Shenandoah \"alley was 
mustered out of the army with the rank 
of captain. Roth he and his wife are 
meml>ers of the Methodist Protestant 
Church. Eight children were lK)rn to 
them, namely: Ethelljert O.: Charles 
E.; Jennie, wife of Frank R. Sapp; 
W'illiam S.: Thayer Melvin; Joseph 
A.; (leorge C.; and Frank C. 

Charles 1 C. Jolliflfe obtained a good 
common school education, and later 
s|)ent three years in teaching, emlwrk- 
ing then in a mercantile business at 
Wdiite Day, in Monongalia County. 
Two years later he removed his busi- 
ness at White Day to I'ffington where 
he continued for three years, disposing 
of it then in order to accept the position 
of deputy clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Monongalia County. This position he 
very acceptably filled for two and one- 
half vears, from 1886 to 1888, in the 
latter year l)eing elected teller in the 
Merchants’ National Ikuik of Morgan¬ 
town. Mr. Jolliflfe remained with that 
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institution until April, 1892, at which 
time he removed to Mannington and 
accepted his present responsible po¬ 
sition of cashier of the Exchange Bank 
of Mannington. Mr. Jolliffe is po¬ 
ssessed of large means and owns inter¬ 
est in coal and oil lands in Webster 
and Doddridge Counties. He is also a 
stockholder and a director in the Ex¬ 
change Bank of Littleton. He is one 
of the leaders in all public movements 
tending to the advancement of his 
section and has been particularly useful 
on the Board of Education in the Man¬ 
nington district, which is the largest 
school district in the State, and is serv¬ 
ing his second term as its president. 

In 1888 Mr. Jolliffe married Sallie 
\"andevort, who was born in 1868 near 
Morgantown, and is a daughter of 
Nicholas and Esther (Miller) Vande- 
vort. Five children have been born to 
this union, viz.; Frank V., Oliver Paul, 
James E., Charles Byron, and Mary 
Esther. Mrs. Jolliffe is a member of 
the ^letliodist Episcopal Church. In 
politics, our subject is identified with 
the Republican party. Fraternally he 
affiliates with the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, the Knights of the 
Maccabees, and the Modem Woodmen 
of America. The family is one which 
is held in the highest esteem in Man¬ 
nington. 



GEORGE ORT. 

GEORGE ORT, the leading mer¬ 
chant of Clendenin, Kanawha County, 
West Virginia, was born December 4. 
1862, at Matamoras, Washington 
County, Ohio, and is a son of Conrad 
and Rosiana Ort, both of whom were 
born natives of Gemiany. 

Conrad Ort was bom in 1820 in 
Hesse-Darmstadt and came to Amer¬ 
ica at the age of 18 years. He lived 
at Pittsburg for six years and then 
located at Matamoras, Washington 
County, Ohio, where he engaged in a 
coopering business. The mother of 
our subject was born in Wurteml)erg, 
Germany, in 1828, and was 16 years 
old when she came to this countrv, lo- 
eating at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. In 
1859 she married Conrad Ort and they 
moved to ^Matamoras, Ohio, and there 
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their children were bom, viz.: Lizzie, 
Rose, George and Annie. After they 
removed to Kanawha County, West 
Virginia, in 1873, Samuel Charles, 
Kate and Lillian were added to the 
family. Upon removing to Kanawha 
County, they settled in the German set¬ 
tlement which was then called Ken- 
dalia, but was later named Rosiana, 
in honor of our subject’s mother, and 
there Conrad Ort bought a farm. It 
was situated fully two miles from any 
highway, 20 miles from any town and 
25 miles from Charleston. The fam¬ 
ily endured all the privations of pio¬ 
neer life in the wilds of West Virginia, 
while trying to make headway against 
unfortunate circumstances. In his own 
country Conrad Ort was fairly edu¬ 
cated, while his wife had attended col- 
leg-e. 

Thus it came about that our sub¬ 
ject in boyhood had very poor educa¬ 
tional opportunities. He later at¬ 
tended the Perkins & Hemple Mercan¬ 
tile College at St. Louis in 1890, and 
took a course in bookkeeping and busi¬ 
ness methods, having previously had a 
few months’ instniction each year in 
the common schools. In 1892 he took 
a course at the Roland & Elliott, now 
the Capitol City, Commercial College, 
at Charleston. For eight years Mr. 
Ort then engaged very successfully in 


the lumber business at Charleston and 
through Kanawha County. In 1889 
he spent six months in travel, making 

a tour through Mexico, Cuba, Central 
America and South America as far as 
Venezuela. Upon his return he em¬ 
barked in the drug business with 
Wayne Beckwith, under the style of 
Ort & Beckwith, at Charleston, and 
conducted the same for six years. 
Having been brought up in the wilds 
of West Virginia, and having often 
had occasion to use the rifle, Mr. Ort 
very naturally retained his boyhood 
fondness for his gun and dogs and is 
never happier than when in the chase 
with the hounds on a hot trail. His 
fondness for country life led him to 
sell his Charleston interests that re¬ 
quired his personal attention, and to 
move to Clendenin near good fishing 
and hunting grounds. In 1902 he pur¬ 
chased the mercantile business of W. 
L. Gwinn at Clendenin and has con¬ 
ducted the leading store there ever 
since. He has the finest residence in 
the place and is one of its largest cap¬ 
italists. He owns large timber tracts 
and valuable coal lands and is the prin¬ 
cipal stockholder of The Ort Compa¬ 
ny, of Charleston, dealers in dry goods, 
notions and shoes, his partners being 
his brother and sister. 

In 1889 Mr. Ort married Olivia 
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M. Swarr, who is a daughter of N. B. 
SwaiT, Esq., of Charleston, West Vir¬ 
ginia. Three children have been born 
to this marriage: Olivia Ruth, 10 
years old; George Alvin, eight years 
old, and Margaret, a babe of eight 
months. In politics Mr. Ort is a Dem¬ 
ocrat. Fraternally he belongs to Ka¬ 
nawha Lodge, No. 20, A. F. & A. M., 
at Charleston; Glendale Lodge, No. 
78, K. of P., at Charleston; the Dra¬ 
matic Order of the Knights of Kho- 
rassan; Knights of the Golden Eagle 
and the Maccaljees. 



HON. WILLIAM SYDNEY LAIDLEY. 

IION. WILLIAM SYDNEY 
LAIDLEY, a prominent citizen of 
Charleston, West Virginia, who can 


trace an authentic ancestry farther in¬ 
to the past than can many citizens, was 
born June 27, 1839, in Cabell County, 
Virginia, now West Virginia, and is a 
son of John Osborne and Mary Scales 
(Hite) Laidley, the former of whom 
was born in Morgantown and the 
latter in Barboursville, Virginia, now 
West Virginia. 

The great-grandfather of our sub¬ 
ject was James Laidlaw, of Ayrshire. 
Scotland, who married Jane Stewart 
in August, 1746. Their fourth child 
was Thomas Laidlaw, born January i, 
1756. It will be noticed that the 
original name was Laidlaw, and that 
it became Laidley; the change is said 
to have l^een made by this Thomas 
when he came to America, because he 
took the side of American colonists, 
the other members of the family re¬ 
mained loyal to King George III; to 
distinguish the rebel from the loyal, 
he called himself Laidley. And it has 
ilso been said that in the Civil War 
there was another of the name that 
took the side of the South, and changed 
his name back to Laidlaw for the same 
reason; but whether either of the said 
stories are true ones we do not vouch. 

Thomas Laidley, the grandfather 
of our subject, came to America in 
September, 1774, landing in New 
York, and it is said that he was with 
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Washington at the battle of Brandy¬ 
wine, Trenton, and other condicts of 
the Revolutionary War, and com¬ 
manded some boat on the Delaware 
River in aid of the American patriots. 
In 1778, at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
he married Sarah Osborne, daughter 
of Charles and Sarah Oslx^rne of 
Philadelphia, and removed to Morgan¬ 
town, Virginia, now West Virginia, 
in 1773, and represented the county 
in several sessions of the Virginia 
Legislature and voted with the mi¬ 
nority on the famous Jefferson Reso¬ 
lutions of 1798. 

John Oslx)rn Laidley, father of 
our subject, was reared in Mononga¬ 
lia County and was given such edu¬ 
cation as the country afforded, being 
assisted and encouraged by a talented 
and educated mother. He learned 
somewhat of the printing business, 
studied law at Parkersburg, Wood 
County, with his oldest brother, James 
Grant Lindley, who had married Har¬ 
riet Ouarrier, and was there engaged 
in practice. He was admitted to the 

bar of that county in June, 1813. 

* 

During the war or 1812 he volunteered 
for service in Captain Kennedy’s com¬ 
pany of Virginia artillery, and re¬ 
mained at or near Norfolk until the 
end of the war. On December 24, 

he returned to his adopted home 
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at Cabell Court House; he was ap¬ 
pointed prosecuting attorney of the 
county and continued in office all his 
life, although after the constitutional 
convention of 1852 the office was an 
elective one. 

In 1816 John Osborne Laidley 
married Mary Scales Hite, daughter 
of Jacob and Sallie (Scales) Hite, the 
former a descendant of Hans Jost 
Heydt (or Hite, as the name was 
afterward Anglicized), who came 
from Strasburg to America and 
landed in New York alx)ut 1710. The 
Hite family is a prominent one all 
through the Virginias. For 20 years 
after coming to this country, Hans 
Jost Hite, with his wife, whose maiden 
name was Anna Maria DuBois, and 
their family lived at Kingston, New 
York and at different places in Penn¬ 
sylvania. On the 5th of August, 
1731, he lx)ught of the Van Meters 
the contracts made by them with 
Governor Gooch of Virginia, relating 
to grants of land in Western Virginia. 
The contracts required him to locate 
40 families in two years. In the mean¬ 
while, he had secured the aid of one 
Robert McCoy, a Quaker, and on 
October 21, 1731, Hite and McCoy 
obtained an order of council of 100,- 
000 acres on the west side of the 
mountains on like conditions of set- 




•678 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


tling i(X) families within two years. 
The time for making these settlements 
was extended until Christmas, 1735. 
Early in the spring of 1732 Hans Jost 
Hite, with 16 families, began the 
journey from Little York, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, to the Virginia grants, at first 
stopping at a place called Redbud, and 
finally settling on the Opequon at a 
place called Springdale, sometimes 
called Bartonville. On the 12th of 
June, 1734, an order of council was 
made which stated that Hans Jost 
Hite had made due proof that he had 
complied with the terms of the grant 
made to the Van Meters and had set¬ 
tled on that land more than the re¬ 
quisite number of families, and di¬ 
rected that patents should issue to him 
and his assignees upon the surveys 
then returned into the secretary's office. 
In the same year began the litigation 
between Lord Fairfax and Hite and 
otliers. Fairfax entered a general 
caveat against all orders of councils, 
deeds, patents, entries, etc., issuing 
from the crown office for the lands 
lying within his proprietary until the 
dispute was settled. By the ist of 
January. 1736, Hite and McCoy had 
settled 54 families on their 100,000 
acres of land, and had made some sur- 
vevs. which were returned into the 

w 

secretary's office in due time, but the 


caveat was served before the patents 
were issued to the surveys. In 1771 
there was a final decree of court 
which gave Hite 40,000 acres of the 
Van Meter land, and to Hite and Mc¬ 
Coy 54,000 acres of the 100,000 acres 
mentioned in the order of October 2i, 
1731. This practically ended the 
trouble, although some litigation was 
kept up for several years afterward. 

The family of John Osborne Laid- 
ley and wife consisted of five girls and 
nine boys, all of whom have passed 
away except two,—Mrs. L. H. Banks, 
who lives at the homestead that is now 
included in the limits of the city of 
Huntington; and William Sydney, 
the subject of this sketch. John Os¬ 
borne Laidley practiced law in Logan 
County, which he aided in organizing 
in 1824, and also in W'ayne County, 
Avhich was organized in 1842, Mr. 
Laidley being appointed Common¬ 
wealth's attorney. In Cabell and 
^^"ayne counties he continued to prac¬ 
tice after his removal to the Ohio 
River in 1829. In that year he pur¬ 
chased a tract of land extending from 
the Ohio River l)ack to the hills and 
built a residence facing the river. In 
1843 Bishop Johns visited the Kana¬ 
wha Valley and at “Still-House*' Mis¬ 
sion, above Walnut Grove, confirmed 
a class of which Mr. Laidley was a 
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member, having rode there for that 
purpose. John Osborne Laidley may 
justly l>e styled the founder of Mar¬ 
shall Academy (now Marshall Col¬ 
lege), being one of the foremost citi¬ 
zens in having appropriations made 
and contributing time, energy and 
money for the good of the institution. 
It has been said of him by his contem¬ 
poraries that he was a man governed 
to a great extent by his religious and 
moral feelings and while he appreci¬ 
ated refined and educated associations, 
yet any one who was a sincere Chris- 
tain was treated with the greatest re¬ 
spect. As prosecuting attorney he was 
a terror to breakers of the law. He 
was a Jeffersonian Democrat; a mem¬ 
ber of the Virginia Convention in 
1829-30; a strong opponent of seces¬ 
sion, and through the early days of the 
War, a loyal and outsixjken Union 
man. He was taken ill in August, 
1863, and died with pneumonia, but 
the approach of death had no terrors 
for him. and he met it with a smile 
on his face. He was a man of simple 
manner, of studious habits, exemplary 
character, and commanded the respect 
of the entire comniunitv. The records 
of the State embalm his history in 
their annals and point with pride to 
so eminent a fellow citizen. 

William Sydney Laidley was edu¬ 


cated in the subscription schools of 
his native county, it being one of the 
great efforts of his father to have his 
children given educational advantages. 
He became a student at Marshall Col¬ 
lege at Huntington, his attendance 
ending with the beginning of the Civil 
^Var. After the death of his father in 
1863, he moved to Charleston, read 
law with the v'ery able George W. 
Summers, who had married his oldest 
sister, Amacetta, born in 1818, and 
was admitted to the bar in 1866. At 
the death of Judge Summers in 186S, 
he was the latter s partner in legal 
practice. Then he formed a profes¬ 
sional partnership with the late Col. 
W. M. Hogeman and continued this 
relation until the latter’s death in 
January, 1885. Mr. Laidley was a 
valuable working meml)er of the 
House of Delegates in 1872-73, and 
for the past 15 years has l)een con¬ 
nected with the municipal government 
of Charleston, as councilman; he was 
city solicitor for two years. He has 
done much to advance the prosperity 
and adornment of the capital of the 
State, l>eing one of the promoters of 
the city water works and the electric 
light plant. In 1890 he was a candi¬ 
date for County Commissioner of 
Kanawha Countv, and was elected bv 
a majority of 1,300. Mr. laidley is 
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the able editor of the JFest Virginia 
Historical Magazine and for a number 
of years has been a member of the 
West Virginia Historical Society. 

In 1869 Mr. Laidley was married 
to Virginia Brown, who is a daughter 
of Judge James H. Brown. A family 
of nine children has been born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Laidley. The religious at¬ 
tachment of the family is with the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. 



HON. EDWARD MILLER GRANT. 

HON. EDWARD MILLER 
GRANT, who has been identified with 
many of the most important business 
concerns of Morgantown, Mononga¬ 
lia County, West Virginia, is given 


credit by the residents of that city, 
more than to any other man, for its 
great industrial growth and the ex¬ 
ploitation of the rich resources of the 
community. Mr. Grant was bom in 
Cleveland, Ohio, in 1853, and is a son 
of William Grant. 

William Grant was bom in En¬ 
gland, came to the United States in 
1850 and located at Cleveland, Ohio, 
where he followed the trade of a brick- 
maker. He was a member of Battery 
B, 1st Ohio Light Artillery, and served 
from 1862 until the close of the war. 
He died in 1900 at the age of 83 years. 
He married Hannah Turner, who was 
bom in England and came to the Uni¬ 
ted States with her husband in 1850. 
Her death occurred in 1873, aged 56 
years. 

Edward M. Grant was educated in 
the public schools of Cleveland, after 
which he went into the office of Hussey 
& McBride, pioneer oil refiners of 
Cleveland, as office boy. At the age 
of 15 years he was keeping books for 
this firm. In 1872 he was sent to the 
oil regions to take charge of the pro¬ 
ducing property, then owned by Clark, 
Payne & Company, successors of Hus¬ 
sey & McBride. He subsequently pur¬ 
chased the interests of his employers in 
that property. He became interested 
in the natural gas business in 1885, 
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when he bought a controlling inter¬ 
est in the Union Light & Heat Com¬ 
pany, of Foxburg, Pennsylvania. In 
January, 1889, he located in Morgan¬ 
town, West Virginia, and organized 
the Union Improvement Company, for 
the purixjse of supplying gas and water 
to the city. At that time the popula¬ 
tion of the town was about 1,500 peo¬ 
ple. From the date of the introduc¬ 
tion of the company above named, 
the town began to take on new life and 
rapidly grew to its present population 
of 10,000 people. Mr. Grant has iden¬ 
tified himself with the interests of the 
town and all its enterprises at all 
times, and is tcxlay one of the leading 
spirits in everything tending to ben¬ 
efit and advance its interests. He is 
secretary and treasurer of the Mor¬ 
gantown Building & Investment Com¬ 
pany, which has done more than any 
similar concern to develop the re¬ 
sources of the community. He is sec¬ 
retary and treasurer of the Morgan¬ 
town Brick Company; vice-president 
of the Federal Savings & Trust Com¬ 
pany; director in the Bank of Monon- 
gahela Valley; treasurer of the Union 
Utility Company, which now owns the 
gas, electric light, water and street 
railway plants of the town. He has 
twice been a member of the State Leg¬ 
islature, representing Monongalia 
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County in that lx)dy in 1899 and again 
in 1901. He was instrumental in se¬ 
curing the largest appropriation the 
State University has ever secured, and 
as a result of his activity on behalf of 
that institution he was asked by Gov¬ 
ernor A. B. White to serve as a mem¬ 
ber of the Board of Regents, which 
position he is at present filling with 
signal success. 

In 1876, Mr. Grant was united in 
marriage with Florence Mary Dale, at 
Foxburg, and they had five children, 
two of whom are now living. The 
oldest son. Dale, was a member of the 
First Regiment, West Virginia Infan¬ 
try, U. S. Volunteers, and died during 
the Spanish-American War. Fratern¬ 
ally, our subject is a past grand and 
past chief patriarch in the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows; a member of 
Morgantown Union Lodge, No. 4, A. 
F. & A. M.; Orient Chapter, No. 9, R. 
A. M.; Crusade Commandery, No. 6, 
K. T.; Osiris Temple, A. A. O. N. M. 
S., of Wheeling; Royal Arcanum; A. 
O. U. W.; K. O. T. M.; Royal Tribe 
of Joseph; and is a past exalted ruler 
in the Benevolent Protective Order of 
Elks. 


C. J. POE, a practicing attorney of 
Buckhannnon, Upshur County, West 
\'irginia, was lx)rn in Nelson County, 
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Virginia, on September lo, 1872, and 
is a son of David Poe, who moved to 
West Virginia in 1876 and located in 
Upshur County. 

The subject of this sketch worked 
on his father’s farm and attended the 
local schools until he was 21 years of 
age and then began to put his edu¬ 
cation to practical use, teaching school 
in Barbour and Upshur counties. 
Later he entered the Universitv of 
West Virginia at Morgantown, where 
he remained three years, and where he 
was graduated in 1895, receiving his 
degree of Bachelor of Laws. Mr. Poe 
then located at Buckhannon for the 
practice of his profession, and in 1896 
was made the Democratic candidate for 
the office of prosecuting attorney. 
He was not successful, however, on ac¬ 
count of Ui)shur County being over¬ 
whelmingly Republican. He is known 
as a .successful practitioner and makes 
a specialty of real estate and land 
titles. 

Personally he is an entertaining 
companion and possesses those (juali- 
ties which stamj) him as one of 
Nature’s noblemen. He is of athletic 
mould, possessing a strong, virile man¬ 
hood, his every motic'U denoting de¬ 
termination and aggressiveness. He 
is one of those gifted men who are 
e(|ual to any emergency. 



GEORGE E. THORNBURG. 

(;EOk(iE E. THORNBURG, a 

prominent general merchant of Bar- 
boursville, Cabell County. West \"ir- 
ginia, was l)orn June 28, 1846, in the 
above named county, and is a son of 
Hon. Thomas and Margaret (Miller) 
Thornburg. He is also a grandson 
of Solomon Thornburg, who removcvl 
to Cabell County from Jefferson 
C'ounty, Virginia, now W est \’irginia, 
in the earlv settlement of the coiintv. 
He located one mile from Barl)ours- 
ville and the land has never jiassed out 
of the possession of the family, being 
owned now by our subject. 

Solomon Thornburg married Mary 
Staley and they reared the.se children: 
Elizabeth, Thomas. John. James and 
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Mary. I'hey were among the early 
Methodists in their section and did 
much toward the establishment of that 
religious lx)dy. Mr. Thornburg ad¬ 
vocated old Democratic principles in 
ix)litics. 

Hon. Thomas Thornburg, the eld¬ 
est son of Solomon Thornburg, and 
father of our subject, inherited the 
j)roperty and added materially to its 
extent. At the age of 12 years he be¬ 
gan business life as a clerk in a store, 
this early experience giving him an in¬ 
clination to mercantile pursuits, and he 
became one of the most successful 
merchants and substantial citizens of 
Cabell County. His character was that 
of an upright man and his 80 years of 
life were crowned with the respect and 
esteem of his fellow men. During the 
Civil War, he closed up his store and 
lK)xed his goods, permitting his build¬ 
ing to l)e used by the Union troops as 
a commissary. W'hile he was a 
Democrat, he was not in sympathy 
with secession, and, although some 
members of his immediate familv en- 
tered the Confederate Army, he was 
stanch in his support of what he be¬ 
lieved to l>e right. He died in Octo- 
l)er, 1899, his wife having passed away 
many years previous, in 1857. Thom¬ 
as Thornburg was prominent in the 
Democratic party and on two occasions 


represented Cabell County in the 
Legislature, and was a member of the 
Constitutional Convention that made 
the present Constitution of the State 
of West V'irginia. He was a charter 
meml^r of Minerva Lodge, No. 13, 
A. F. & A. M., of Barboursville and 
a charter meml>er of the chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons. 

(ieorge E. Thornburg is one of a 
family of five children lK)rn to his par¬ 
ents, the others bearing these names: 
Mary S., Elizabeth, Ellen E. and John. 
He was educated in the ante-l)ellum 
sch<K)ls of V'^irginia, where he was pre¬ 
pared for Marshall College and he was 
a student there when it was under the 
management of the Methodist Church. 
After the close of the war, in 1865, our 
sul)ject, in answer to a popular de¬ 
mand, opened up his Lather's store and 
has been actively engaged in tlie mer¬ 
cantile business ever since. He is a 
Democrat in |K)litical sympathy, but 
has never aspired to office. He is a 
meml)er of the various Masonic 
bodies, having been made a Mason in 
Minerva Lodge, No. 13, A. F. & A. 
M., in 1872 and l)elongs to Hunting- 
ton Chapter, R. M., and Hunting- 
ton Commandery, No. 9, K. T., also 
to Beni-Kedein Temple, A. A. (). N. 
M. S.; in 1885 he was grand master 
of the State. 
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In 1869, Mr. Thornburg was 
united in marriage with Nannie A. 
Wilson, a daughter of James Wilson. 
Mrs. Thornburg is an active member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South. 



DANIEL T. BIRTWELL, M. D. 


DANIEL T. BIRTWELL, M. D., 
a leading physician of Clarksburg, 
West Virginia, has not only achieved 
an honorable rank in his chosen pro* 
fession, but as a citizen is interested 
in all that concerns the progress and 
development of his locality. He was 
born at Chester, Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania, May 24, 1874, and is 
a son of Ebenezer and Margaret 


(Armstrong) Birtwell. The father 
was also born in Chester, and is of 
English descent, while the mother who 
is of Scotch ancestry, was born near 
Swathmore College, in Delaware 
County. Both are still residents of 
Chester, where Ebenezer Birtwell has 
long been engaged as a contractor and 
builder. Dr. Daniel T. Birtwell is 
the only son and the second member of 
a family of four children. The Birt¬ 
well family has been established in the 
United States for a hundred years. 

Dr. Daniel T. Birtwell attende I 
the common schools of Chester, com¬ 
pleting a three-years course in the 
High School in 1892. His ambition 
was to become a physician and with 
this end in view he started out to earn 
the means with which to pursue his 
studies. After six months in the First 
National Bank of Chester, he went to 
Washington, D. C., and was associ- 
ated with his uncle in the real estate 
business. During his second year in 
Washington, he began a scientific 
course in the collegiate department of 
Columbia University, and after com¬ 
pleting two full years of college work^ 
matriculated in the medical department 
of Columbia University and completed 
the four-years course, graduating with 
the degree of M. D., on May 28, 1900. 
During his last year of study, he was 
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resident interne physician at the Co¬ 
lumbia University Hospital and was 
requested to serve a second year, but 
he declined. Going to Ohio, he passed 
the State medical examination there. 
Retuniing to West Virginia, he passed 
the State Board Medical examination 
and settled for practice at Flemington, 
Taylor County, West Virginia, one 
year later removing to Clarksburg. 
Since that time he has been active in his 
profession in that city and is a valued 
meml)er of the State Medical Society, 
and the American Medical Association. 
His hospital and clinical practice iu 
^\'ashington gave Dr. Birtwell an op¬ 
portunity for study which he did not 
neglect, and his experience has l)ene- 
fited his many patients more than 
volumes of reading, although he is 
also a close student. In 1902 he was 
apix)inted medical examiner for the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
of New York, the New England 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of 
Boston, Massachusetts, and the Se¬ 
curity Mutual Life Insurance Company 
of Binghamton, New York. Both he 
and wife l>elong to the Goff Memorial 
Methodist Ej)iscopal Church. 

Dr. Birtwell is a self-made man 
and he is justly proud of his success. 
His father sympathized with his am¬ 
bitions and was ready to advance his 


son’s interests, but the latter decided 
to rely entirely upon his own efforts. 
He is a fine si)ecimen of American 
scholarship and professional ability. 



C. C. SCHOOLFIELD. M. D. 

G. C. SCHOOLFIELD, M. D.,a 

prominent physician and surgeon ol 
Charleston, Kanawha County, West 
\drginia, was lK)ni in Bracken County, 
Kentucky, June lo, 1869, and is a son 
of Dr. C. B. and Florence (Holmes) 
Schoolfield, lx>th of whom were also 
natives of Kentucky. 

Dr. G. C. Schoolfield is a graduate 
of the Medical College of Ohio and 
has !)een engaged for many years in 
the successful practice of his profession 
in Kentucky. The three children born 
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to our subject’s parents are: G. C., of 
this sketch; Edna P., wife of Dr. W. 
A. Young; and E. R., a physician and 
surgeon, also a graduate of the Medi¬ 
cal College of Ohio. 

Dr. G. C. Schoolfield obtained his 

early education in the public schools 

» 

of Newport, Kentucky, and passed 
with credit through the Newport High 
School. For two years following 
graduation, he was in the employ of 
the Standard Oil Company, in the 
meantime reading medicine \inder his 
father’s guidance. In 1887 he entered 
the medical department of the Uni¬ 
versity of Cincinnati, which had been 
his father’s alma mater (as the Medi¬ 
cal College of Ohio), and graduated 
with his medical degree, in the class of 
1891. During that and the following- 
year, he served as resident physician 
at the Good Samaritan Hospital, and 
then took u]) general practice at 
Charleston, West Virginia. Dr. 
Schoolfield is qualified in every way 
for success in his chosen profession 
and he has secured a large part of the 
public patronage. In association with 
Dr. H. H. Young, he has established 
and is operating a private hospital 
where his patients can f^e under his 
continual supervision, and he has 
gained a reputation for his skill in 


difficult surgery. The hospital is one 

of the beautiful buildings on Elmwood 

avenue and its success reflects cre<lit 

* 

upon the city as well as its managers. 
Dr. H. H. Young is a graduate of the 
University of Cincinnati, in the class 
of 1900, and prior to locating at 
C harleston was resident physician nt 
Christ Hospital in Cincinnati. Both 
physicians are close students and their 
hospital is supplied with all modern 
ai)pliances, making it a safe retreat for 
those in need of either medical (^r 
surgical aid. Dr. Schoolfield has taken 
post-graduate courses both at Johns 
Hopkins University at Baltimore, and 
at the Polvclinic at New York ami is a 
valued member of the countv and State 
medical societies and the American 
Medical Association. 

In 1894 Dr. Schoolfield was mar¬ 
ried to Nellie L. Roy, who was liom 
in Charleston, and died in Noveml)er, 
1900, survived by one son, Raymond. 
Another son, John C., is deceased. 

Dr. Schoolfield is prominent in 
Masonry, belonging to Kanawha 
Lodge. No. 20, A. F. & A. M.; Ty- 
rean Chapter, No. 13, R. A. M.; 
Kanawha Commaiulery, No. 4, K. T.; 
and Beni-Keden Temple, A. A. O. N. 
M. S., all of Charleston. In religious 
Ijelief, he is a Baptist. 
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ABRAHAM L. HELMICK. 

ABRAHAM L. HKLMICK, presi¬ 
dent of the County Court of Tucker 
County, postmaster at Thomas, West 
Virginia, and a prominent politician 
and well known citizen of that town, 
was Ixirn in 1864, at Circleville, Pen¬ 
dleton County, West \"irginia, and is 
a son of Abram B. and Katherine 
(Mullenax) Helmick. 

Abram B. Helmick, father of our 
subject, was Ixirn in Highland County, 
Virginia, but is now a resident of 
Tucker County, West Virginia, at the 
age of 60 years. In 1861, under pro¬ 
test, he enlisted in the Confederate 
Army, and served until 1863, under 
Gen. “Stonewall” Jackson. His sym¬ 
pathies lx?ing with the Union, he then 
entered the L'nion Army. In politics 


he is a stanch Republican. His occu¬ 
pation through life has been farming. 
The mother of our subject was born 
in Pendleton C^ounty, Virginia, now 
^\'est Virginia, and died at the age of 
34 years, in 1877. Both parents sup¬ 
ported the Methodist Church, of which 
thev were most worthy members. 
The three children Ixirn to them were: 
Albert C., postmaster at Thomas, 
West \'irginia; Georgiana, wife of 
John J. Knotts, a farmer of Tucker 
County; and Abraham L., of this 
sketch. 

Abram L. Helmick is a well known 
citizen of this locality and has been 
very prominent in Ixjth political and 
fraternal circles for a number of 
years. A Republican in politics, for 
the past four years he has l)een chair¬ 
man of the Fairfax b)istrict Republican 
Committee; was elected county com¬ 
missioner of Tucker County in 1899; 
and for the past three years has been 
the efficient president of the County 
Court of Tucker County. Under the 
administration of President Benjamin 
Harrison, he was appointed postmaster 
of Thomas, West Virginia, and is now 
the acting postmaster of the same 
town. Mr. Helmick is a meml)er of 
Lodge No. Ill, K. of P., of Hend¬ 
ricks, and rejiresented the lodge in the 
Grand Lodge at Charleston, in 1897. 
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He is a charter member of Thomas 
Lodge, No. 145, I. O. O. F., and rep¬ 
resented this lodge in the Grand 
Lodge at Harpers Ferry, in 1896. 

In 1891 Mr. Helmick was married 
to Kate Flynn, who was born in 1862, 
near Yonkers, New York, and died in 
1902. being a daughter of Patrick and 
Katherine Flynn. Two children, Mar¬ 
garet Marie and Joseph, survive her. 
She was a devoted member of the 
Catholic Church. 



HIRAM KENOLEY SHUMATE. 

HIRAM KEXDLEY SHU¬ 
MATE, a prominent citizen of Will¬ 
iamson, West Virginia, and the leader 
of the Mingo County bar, was born in 
that part of Fayette County, Virginia, 
now included in Raleigh County, 


West Virginia, January 10, 1844. He 
is a son of Daniel and Narcissa (Bur¬ 
gess) Shumate. 

Daniel Shumate was born in Giles 
County, Virginia, where he became a 
man of substance and importance. He 
served as clerk of both courts of 
Raleigh County from the time of the 
county’s formation until his death, in 
1863, at the age of 41 years. Mr. 
Shumate entered the Confederate 
sendee at the beginning of the Civil 
War and his death, at a comparatively 
early age, was caused by hardships 
endured as a prisoner of war. He was 
prominent in the Masonic fraternity. 
He was a member of the Baptist 
Cliurch. The mother of our subject 
was l)orn in Mercer County, then in¬ 
cluded in Giles Countv, and has reached 
the age of 77 years. She is a beloved 
member of a son's household, at 
Raleigh Court House. She is a mother 
in Israel in the Baptist Church. A 
family of three sons and four daugh¬ 
ters was born to Daniel Shumate and 
wife. 

Hiram K. Shumate was educated 
in the local, select and subscription 
schools and Alleghany College, at 
Blue Sulphur Springs, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, and was a student 
there at the outbreak of the Civil War. 
\Y\th youthful enthusiasm, he enlisted 



MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


639 


in Company C, 36th Regiment Vir¬ 
gin Infantry, of which Col. John E. 
McCausland was commander. In 1864 
he was captured at the battle of Cloyd’s 
Farm and was incarcerated at Camp 
Chase. Ohio, being exchanged in 
March, 1865, when he returned home 
to Raleigh Court House. Mr. Shu¬ 
mate then engaged in school teaching 
for about five years, in the meantime 
employing his leisure moments in 
reading law. When the lawyer’s test 
oath was removed, he was admitted 
to the bar and commenced the practice 
of his profession in Fayette County 
in 1870. The following year he went 
to Kansas and remained in that State 
for three vears and then returned to 
W’est Virginia. Soon after he was , 
elected prosecuting attorney of Wyom¬ 
ing County where he resided until 
1879. when he removed to ^\’ayne 
County. In 1890 he settled in Logan 
County and when the county of Mingo 
was formed from Logan, in 1895, he 
removed to Williamson, selecting the 
county seat as a promising field. His 
judgment has been justified. He t(K)k 
a very active part in the formation of 
the new county and has a wide repu¬ 
tation as a capable, and elocjuent law¬ 
yer, as well as a progressive and pul>- 
lic spirited citizen. 

In 1868 Mr. Shumate married 


Margaret C. Squires, who was born 
in 1849, Braxton County, Virginia, 
now West Virginia, and they reared 
a family of nine children, seven of 
these still surviving. Mrs. Shumate 
is a member of the Baptist Church. 
Fraternally Mr. Shumate is a Mason 
and an Odd Fellow. Politically he is 
a Democrat. 



ELBA MARION SMITH. 

ELBA MARION SMITH, until 

recently manager of the Grafton office 
of the great Weaver Coal & Coke 
Company, of Chicago Illinois, but now 
located in the interest of this company 
at Weaver, West Virginia, was born 
in 1880 at Louisa, Kentucky, and is 
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a son of Rev. Harrison and Sarah 
Frances (Newman) Smith, both of 
whom were born in Wayne County, 
West Virginia. 

Rev. Harrison Smith entered a 
business house in young manhood as a 
salesman and continued there 15 years 
and then entered the ministry of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. For the 
past 15 years his work has been with 
that religious body and he is now pre¬ 
siding elder of the Clarksburg district. 
His wife died in August, 1902, aged 
53 . years. They had a family of three 
children born to them, namely: Min¬ 
nie, wife of William L. Steven, an at¬ 
torney-at-law of Grantsville; Sallie; 
and Elba Marion of this sketch. 

After comj)leting the common 
sshool course, our subject entered the 
wholesale hou.se of Horner, Galor & 
Company, and remained there two 
vears and then went with the Ran- 
dolph Coal & Coke Company, at 
Womelsdorff, West Virginia, in the 
capacity of mine clerk. He remained 
there one year, and in 1899 became 
car agent for the Weaver Coal & Coke 
Company, which controls immense 
properties, including the Maryland 
Smokeless Coal Company and the 
Belington & Beaver Creek Railroad 
Company. Mr. Smith was made man¬ 
ager of the Grafton office in 1902, and 


most efficiently filled this position, an 
unusual one for one of his age. He 
recently removed to Weaver, West 
Virginia. His grasp of business, his 
energy and industry, have attracted 
the attention of his employers, whose 
confidence he enjoys to the fullest 
extent. 


AUGUST SCHAD, one of the 
founders of the city of Benwood, Mar¬ 
shall County, and a leading butcher of 
the community, is the son of Matthew 
and Susanna Schad, and was lx)rn in 
Schwarzau, Germany, November 17, 
1S37. He attended the schools of his 
native country and learned the butcher 
trade from his father. He followed this 
business until 1857, when he embarked 
at Bremen for America. He arrived at 
New York June 15th, and at Benwood 
on the 20th of the same month. For 
some time he was employed at the Ben¬ 
wood Rolling Mill and later by the 
butchers of the community. During 
the years of 1863 and 1864 Mr. Schad 
conducted a saloon and restaurant op¬ 
posite the Wheeling p<^>st office. One 
year later he purchased a house and lot 
in Benwood from Hiram McMechen, 
and opened a meat market at that place. 
In 1869, Mr. Schad bought another 
house and seven and one-half acres 
from Benjamin Fisher and laid the plot 
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of ground out in lots. During his res¬ 
idence in Benvvood he erected two 
business and seven tenement houses. 
In company with Peter Teatemple, Mr. 
Schad bought seven additional acres of 
land, which adjoined his original pur¬ 
chase. This land was also laid out in 
lots. The present city building and the 
German church stand on land formerly 
owned by Mr. Schad. The lot for 
the church was virtually donated by 
him. since he only accepted a nominal 
price for it. It was largely due to Mr. 
Schad’s self-sacrificing efforts that St. 
Matthew’s German Lutheran Church 
was established at Benwood. For many 
years c^msecutively he has held office 
in the congregation, at the present act¬ 
ing as its treasuer. 

Despite the awful flood disaster of 
1884, through which Mr. Schad lost 
meat-shop, slaughter and smoke-house 
and a large stock of salted meat and 
lard, nevertheless he did not lose heart 
and nothing daunted, rebuilt his place j 
of business and met with flattering sue- • 
cess thereafter. Mr. August Schad has 
always f)een a public spirited citizen. 
When the town of Benwood was incor- ' 

t 

porated. his many friends urged him to 
become the first mayor. He modestly 
declined, however, but for two years 
served his fellow citizens as meml^er of 
the first City Council. At present he is 


a stockholder of the Bank of Benwood 
and the Benwood Electric Light Com¬ 
pany. as well as a member of the Logan 
Tril)e of Red Men. 

In 1864 Mr. Schad was married to 
Magdalen Roth, who was torn at Ipo- 
fen, Bavaria, Germany. Five children 
sprung from his first marriage, name¬ 
ly : Catherine, now dead; William, 
Louis, Sophie, now Mrs. F. Gatho, and 
Charles. His wife died while the chil¬ 
dren were still young, and Mr. Schad 
was married a second time, in 1872, to 
Loretta Schemrich, who, like her hus¬ 
band. had been torn in Schwarzau. 
Seven children were born to them, Sus¬ 
anna, now Mrs. Holdermann, George, 
Frank, Oscar, Frederick. Aurelia and 
Bertha, (ieorge and Frank have died 
since. Mr. Schad's parents and broth¬ 
er George arrived in this country in 
1863. The father assisted his son in 
the butcher business and died in 1883, 
76 years of age. the mother in i8<)r, 
r ged 79 years. .Another brother, named 
Ludwig, landed on this continent in 
1861, enlisted in the L^nion .\rmy the 
next year and was killed in 1863 in the 
.ser\ ice of the land of his adoption. Mr. 
Schad’s sister, Mrs. Catherine Xieber- 
gall, resides at Benwood at the present 
time. 

August Schad is not only very 
favorably known in Benwood, but in 
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Wheeling as well. He enjoys the high¬ 
est esteem and respect of his fellow citi¬ 
zens, because of his undisputed integ¬ 
rity, upright character, splendid charity 
and lifelong fair dealing with all men. 
On account of failing health he retired 
from active business in 1899, his sons, 
William, Louis, Charles and Frederick, 
succeeding him. 



W. W. WHYTE. 

W. W. WHYTE, ex-sheriff of 
McDowell County, West Virginia, a 
prominent citizen of Welch, and a 
leading politician in the southern 
portion of the State, was born in 


Amelia County, Virginia, in i860, and 
came to West Virginia in 1888. 

Prior to coming to West Virginia, 
Mr. Whyte filled a number of clerical 
positions connected with railroad 
work and in other lines. He was one 
of the early coal operators in the 
Pocahontas Flat-Top field, and was 
connected with the Houston Coal & 
Coke Company until 1896, when he 
was elected sherriff. Since 1892 he has 
served as chairman of the Rqniblican 
party organization in the county, and 
has been a powerful factor in the po¬ 
litical situation. His father was an 
old line Whig and with his earliest 
breath our subject imbibed Republi¬ 
can doctrines. In 1900 McDowell 
County gave the late President Mc¬ 
Kinley a majority of over 2,500 votes 
out of a total of less than 5,000, a re¬ 
sult mainlv attributed to the excellent 
management of Mr. Whyte. Since 
March, 1900, he has been a member of 
the board of directors of the West 
\"irginia Penitentiary at Moundsville. 
Mr. Whyte is very prominent also in 
fraternal circles and is one of the lead¬ 
ing Masons in the county, belonging 
to the blue lodge at Welch; the chapter 
at Bramwcll; Ivanhoe Commandry, 
No. 10, K. T., at Bramwell; and 
Beni-Kedem Temple A. A. O. N. M. 
S., at Charleston. 
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WILLIS S. MICHAEL, M. D. 

WILLIS S. MICHAEL, M. D., 

a practicing physician of Hendricks, 
Tucker County, West \"irginia, whose 
professional skill has gained him the 
confidence and patronage of the res¬ 
idents of the town, was born in 1868 
in Preston County, West Virginia, 
and is a son of Ur. John F. and Annie 
(Meyers) Michael, both of whom were 
also natives of Preston County. 

Dr. John F. Michael has been a 
prominent physician of Preston Coun¬ 
ty for j 8 years, and for 20 years has 
l)een a memf)er of the pension exam¬ 
ining board. He saw service during 
the Civil War, enlisting in 1863 in 
the Union Army, in the 3rd Reg., 
West X’irginia Vol. Inf., and remain¬ 


ing in the ranks until the cessation 
of hostilities. In politics he is iden¬ 
tified with the Republican party. He 
holds fraternal relations with the Ma¬ 
sons, Odd r'ellows and Knights of 
Pythias. Both he and his wife l)elong 
to the Methodist Church. They reared 
a family of nine sons. 

Dr. Willis S. Michaels was edu¬ 
cated in the common sch(K)ls and the 
State Normal School at Huntington. 
For four years he taught scho<^)l dur¬ 
ing the winter months and then beg^n 
to read medicine, with his father. 
Two years later he was prepared for 
college, and in 1890 entered the Col¬ 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, Bal¬ 
timore, Maryland, where he was grad¬ 
uated in 1893. He l)egan practice 
at Hendricks, where he is still located, 
and where he has l)ecomc one of the 
much esteemed citizens. He has been 
physician and surgeon for the Dry 
Fork Railroad Company at Hen¬ 
dricks, West Virginia, for the past 
nine years. He belongs to the \\’’est 
Virginia State Medical Association. 
In 1891-92 he served on the i)ension 
examining board. 

In i8q 4 Dr. Michaels was married 
to Lena Roy, who was fx)rn in 1877 
in Randolph County, West Virginia. 
Two children have l)een lx)rn to this 
marriage. The Doctor and his wife 
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belong to the Methodist Church. Fra¬ 
ternally he is a Knight of Pythias, 
and, politically, a Republican. 



ROBERT EMMET HUGHES. 

HON. ROBERT E M M E T 
HLTiHES, member of the West 
\"irginia House of Delegates from 
Ripley, Jackson County, and one of 
the prominent members of the State 
bar, was bc^rn April 12, 1867, in 

Summerfield, Noble County, Ohio. 
He is a son of Rev. Rol)ert Hamilton 
and Elmira ((irizzle) Hughes, the 
former of whom was a son of Fran¬ 
cis Hughes, who was lK)rn May 30, 
1812, of Welsh descent and located 
in Belmont County, Ohio. Grand¬ 


mother Hughes, formerly Nancy 
Howell, was a niece of Gen. Anthony 
Wayne. Our subject’s mother was a 
daughter of Thomas Grizzle and his 
wife, who was a Hamilton. 

Rev. Robert Hamilton Hughes was 
a minister of the Methodist Church. 

The education of Robert E. Hughes 
was secured in the common schools 
of West V’^irginia, supplemented with 
two terms at the Ohio University at 
Columbus. After a comprehensive 
' study of the law, followed by his ad- 
I mission to the bar, he began practice 
, in Charleston, W’est V’irginia, on 
January i, 1897. In August, 1901, 
he removed to Ripley, Jackson Coun¬ 
ty, where he has continued ever since, 
and which county since 1902 he has 
represented in the Legislature. Mr. 
Hughes had previously l)een a meml>er 
of the Legislature, having been elected 
to the House of Delegates in 1896, 
from Kanawha County. He has l>een 
an active yet conservative member of 
the House, and is generally conceded 
to be one of its best sj^eakers. He 
showed his power as an advocate on 
the floor of the House, in the speech 
he made on the reconsideration of the 
famous “Hinton Charter Bill,” which 
had been decisivelv defeated, on its 
second reading. The unanswerable 
speech he made in behalf of the people 
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of Hinton secured its reconsideration 
by a vote of 34 to 29, and it was given 
its place on the calendar, and later was 
passed by a vote of 40 to 20. 

On November 14, 1889, Mr. 

Hughes married Mayme Wintz, who 
is a daughter of James P. Wintz, of 
Hardin County, Texas. The five chil¬ 
dren of this union are: Leah Foster, 
Laura Chilton, Hugh Latimer, Amelia 
Rives and Emmet Dalzell. Mr. 
Hughes has been a strong supporter 
of the Republican party all his life 
and has been identified with many of 
its iniiK)rtant movements in his part 
of the country. He is well known in 
fraternal circles and belongs to Lodge 
No. 42, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows; Lodge No. 4, Knights of 
Pythias: Lodge No. 2, Improved Or¬ 
der of Red Men; and Order of Un¬ 
ited .\merican Mechanics. He is a 
consistent member of the Methodist 
(Miurch. 


TOHN T. CARTER, .\. M., M. 

D., has l)een located in practice at 
Triadelphia, Ohio County, since 1878. 
He was lK)rn on a farm in Ohio Coun¬ 
ty, X'irginia, now West \’irginia, which 
his father also claimed as his birtli- 
place. His grandfather purchased 
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this farm at an early day, and it has re¬ 
mained in the possession of members 
of the family for more than one hun¬ 
dred years. 

Richard Carter, the Doctor’s father, 
was born in 1813, and died at the age 
of 74 years. He was of Scotch-Irish 
descent, and his ancestors came to 
this country long before the Revo¬ 
lutionary i>eriod. 

Dr. John T. Carter prq>ared at 
A Washington and Jefferson College, 
Washington, Pennsylvania, and gradu- 
ated in 1871, from Princecon College 
at Princeton, New Jersey. He then 
completed a course in the study of medi¬ 
cine in the Ohio Medical College at 
Cincinnati. Through a competitive ex- 
aminati()n, he I>ecame resident physi¬ 
cian at the (lood Samaritan Hospital in 
that city, and subseciuently rose to the 
|K)sition of physician in charge. He 
then served as assistant superintendent 
and physician in a hospital in Boston, 
Massachusetts. In 1878, he located in 
Triadelphia, and formed a partnership 
with Dr. J. H. Storer, who had been 
engaged in practice there for 30 years. 
This association continued al>out 10 
years, and since then Dr. Carter has 
practiced alone. He is a man of high 
character and enjt)ys to a marked de¬ 
gree the confidence and esteem of his 
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patients and of his fellow citizens in 
general. He has mastered his profes¬ 
sion in a manner that has brought him 
prominence in the community and well 
deserved success. During his residence 
in Cincinnati, he gained through a com¬ 
petitive examination the Bartholow 
prize. He is a member of the West 
Mrginia Medical Society, and an hon¬ 
orary member of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society. Fraternally, he has 
been a member of Triadelphia Lodge, 
No. 49, 1 . O. O. F., for 19 years, has 
passed through the different chairs, and 
upon two occasions was sent as a rep¬ 
resentative to the Grand Lodge. 

Dr. Carter was married, in 1885. 
to Harriet Webb, a daughter of Dr. 
J. W. and Mary (Shumate) Webb. 
Dr. Webb, who was a minister of the 
Gospel for more than 50 years, and who 
died at the age of 70 years, was a noted 
ilethodist Episcopal minister of West 
Virginia, and was presiding elder for 
many years. Dr. and Mrs. Carter have 
one child, a daughter Grace, who was 
lx)m in September, 1888. They are 
members of the Stone Presbyterian 
Church. In 1898, the Doctor built a 
10-room house, of two and a half 
stories; it is equipped in modem style, 
has a private water system, gas heaters 
in each room, and is the best residence 
in Triadelphia. 



LOUIS E. MCWHORTER. 

LOUIS E. McWhorter, a 

leading attorney and a prominent and 
influential citizen of Charleston, West 
Virginia, was born November 30, 
1856, at Spencer, Roane County, \’ir- 
ginia, now West Virginia. He is a 
son of Judge J. M. McWhorter, a 
prominent citizen of Lewiisburg, Green¬ 
brier County. His mother bore the 
maiden name of Julia A. Stalnaker. 

Judge J. M. McWhorter was the 
first Auditor of the new State of West 
Virginia and filled the office from 
March 4, 1865, to March 3, 1869. 
He was a son of Dr. Fields McWhor¬ 
ter, an old resident of Lewis County, 
\"irginia, now West Virginia, where 
he was born April 30, 1828. \\ hilc 

yet a young man. Judge McWhorter 
removed to Roane County and from 
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1856 to 1863 he was clerk of both 
County and Circuit courts. He was 
the first to represent Roane County in 
the State Legislature, this being in 
1863, and his statesmanlike qualities 
during this time convinced the people 
that he was the man for State Auditor 
and conseriuently he was elected to 
that honorable position. After this, 
he removed to Greenbrier County. In 
1870 he was appointed by Governor 
Stevenson to the judgeship of the Sev¬ 
enth Judicial Circuit, to fill a vacancy 
occasioned by the removal of another 
official. His wise decisions and im¬ 
partial rulings again gained him the 
approbation of the public. His term 
of office, by the ratification of the Con¬ 
stitution of 1872, ended December 
31st of that year. He has always been 
stanch in his adherence to the Repub¬ 
lican party. He was elected judge of 
the Tenth Judicial Circuit over Judge 
Nelson Campbell of Monroe County, 
in November, 1896, taking the office 
January i, 1897. He is a man uni¬ 
versally esteemed and beloved by those 
who are permitted intimate acquain¬ 
tance. 'I'he mother of our subject died 
August 26. 1869, the mother of 10 
children. The second marriage of 
Judge McWhorter took place October 
26, 1870, the bride being Julia Kins¬ 
ley, who was a daughter of 


Rev. Hiram and Elsie S. Kinsley, 
of Geneva, Ohio. Four children have 
been l)orn to this marriage. In relig¬ 
ious connection Judge McW'horter is 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. Fraternally he is a 
Mason. 

Louis E. McWhorter, of this 
sketch, acquired an excellent education 
in the common schools of Greenbrier 
County and the Levvisburg Academy. 
For a time he read law under the in¬ 
struction of his able father and Judge- 
H. C. McWhorter, president of the- 
Supreme Court of Appeals, and then 
entered the law department of the Uni¬ 
versity of \"irginia, at Charlottesville 
and obtained his license to practice law 
January 30, 1882. He was admitted 
to the bar, but did not engage in the 
active practice of his profession until 
in 1886, when he entered into partner¬ 
ship with Judge H. C. McM'horter of 
the Suj)reme Court of Api)eals, the 
partnership lasting until 1897, when H. 
C. McWhorter was elected judge of 
the Supreme Court. Our subject then 
entered into partnership with Isaac 
Loewenstein and the firm is recognized 
as one of the strongest in Southern 
West Virginia. Both partners are men 
of rare ability, the younger one l>eing 
a graduate of the State University at 
Morgantown. The firm of McWhor- 




MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


. 698 


ter & Loewenstein make a specialty of 
chancery and commercial law. L. E. 
McWhorter has resided in Charleston, 
West Virginia since 1878. 

On June 27, 1883, Mr. McWhorter 
was married to Emma M. Champe, 
who is a daughter of Sewall and Ala¬ 
meda Champe, honored residents of 
Kanawa County. The religious con¬ 
nection of the family is with the Meth¬ 
odist Church in which our subject is 
a trustee and steward; for seven years 
he was superintendent of the State 
street Methodi.st Episcopal Sunday- 
school. In politics he is a stanch Re¬ 
publican. He is one of the public spirit- 
efl citizens of Charleston and has served 
as president of the Board of Education 
and in other municipal organizations. 


DR. WILLIAM ALLEN CRA- 
CRAFT, Sr., a well known physician 
of Ohio County, residing at Elm Grove, 
was born in Clavsville, Pennsvlvania, 
February 23, 1844. In 1848 his 

father's family moved to Triadelphia, 
Ohio County, Virginia, now W est Vir¬ 
ginia, where he was reared, receiving 
his academic education at the West 
Alexander Pennsylvania Academy. At 
the outbreak of the Civil War, he en¬ 
tered the Confederate Army, though 
but 17 years of age, as a private in the 


*‘Shriver Grays,'’ Company C, 27th 
Regiment, Virginia Infantry, “Stone¬ 
wall" Jackson’s Brigade, and partici¬ 
pated in all the engagements with his 
regiment in 1861 and until the battle 
of Kernstown, March 23, 1862, when 
he was taken prisoner and confined in 
Fort Delaware until August 5, 1862, 
then being exchanged at Aiken’s Land¬ 
ing, Virginia. He at once rejoined his 
command and, although his year’s en¬ 
listment had expired the preceding May, 
took part in all the battles of his regi¬ 
ment until after the battle of Sharps- 
burg, Maryland, September 19, 1862, 
when he accepted an honorable dis¬ 
charge, and re-enlisted in the cavalry 
service as lieutenant of Company I, 
20th Regiment, X'irginia Cavalry, 
William L. Jackson’s Brigade, Lomax’s 
Division, Fitzhugh Lee’s Corps. He 
commanded his company in every Ixit- 
tle in which the regiment participated, 
from the date of its organization to the 
termination of the war, receiving his 
parole of honor under the terms c'f 
Lee’s surrender. 

After the close of the war, our 
subject returned to his home and en¬ 
tered upon the study of medicine. Dur¬ 
ing 1866 and 1867 he attended the 
University of Virginia, where he re¬ 
ceived his medical education, and then 
commenced the practice of his profes- 
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sion in Triadelphia, Ohio County. West 
Virginia, in June, 1867, remaining there 
until April, 1871, when he located at 
Elm Grove, Ohio County, West Vir¬ 
ginia, where he has remained ever since. 
From 1872 to 1893 attending 

physician to the Ohio County Infirm¬ 
ary, and in 1894 he was appointed visit¬ 
ing physician to “Altenheim;” also 
visiting physician to the Orphans* 
Home for Bovs and Girls at Elm 
Grove. 

Dr. Cracraft was married, January 
28,1874. to Mary Key. of Elm Grove, 
daughter of Abner and Elizabeth Key. 
four children l)eing bom to them 
namely: Georgia Key, deceased; W*ill- 
iam Allen, Jr., a graduate of medicine 
from the University of Virginia, June, 
1901, and located at Elm Grove; Mary 
Elizal^eth; and Leech Key, at present a 
student of medicine at the University 
of X^irginia. Abner Key, deceased, was 
lK)rn in Maryland, and Elizal>eth Key, 
deceased, in Lancaster, Ohio. 

Dr. George A. Cracraft, father of 
Dr. W'illiam Allen Cracraft, Sr., was a 
graduate of the Philadelphia College 
of Medicine and practiced in Tria¬ 
delphia from 1848 to 1888—the year 
of his death—with the exception of 
three years, during which time he held 
the position of surgeon, with the rank 
of major, in the 19th Regiment. Vir¬ 


ginia Cavalry. C. S. A. His wife was 
Jane Knox, of W ashington County, 
Pennsylvania, and of Scotch-Irish 
descent. Dr. Cieorge A. Cracraft, was 
the son of W illiam Atkinson Cracraft. 
of Washington County, Pennsylvania, 
whose father was Maj. Charles Cra¬ 
craft. a full surgeon in the Revolution¬ 
ary W'ar, later prominent in Indian 
warfare as a major, being wounded and 
captured near Fort Henry (Wheeling), 
in 1781, by a force of Indians under 
the renegade Simon Grity. Maj. 
Charles Cracraft was a son of Joseph 
Cracraft, who immigrated from Lin¬ 
colnshire, England, to the vicinity of 
Frederick, Maryland, in 1720. 

ALFRED B. CARTER, who has 

been identified with the steel and iron 
interests of Wheeling and its vicinity 
for many years, was general superin¬ 
tendent of the National Steel Company 
for the Wheeling district until Octol)er 
I, Kpi, when he resigned, although 
he is still a director of the company. 
He is one of the active and enterprising 
spirits of the city. He was lH)rn in 
Fairfax County, X’^irginia, January 
16. 1854, and is a son of George Hatley 
and Emma B. (Steenrod) Carter. 

John Carter, the first of the Carter 
family to come to this country, located 
in Lancaster County, X^^irginia, in 1649, 
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as the agent of Lord Fairfax. George 
Hatley Carter, the father of Alfred B., 
was born in Virginia, and became a 
member of the legal profession. He 
practiced in Wheeling when a young 
man, and then in Palmyra, Missouri, 
but, on account of failing health, re¬ 
turned to Fairfax County, Virginia, 
and died there. He was united in mar¬ 
riage with Emma B. Steenrod, who 
was born in Ohio County, Virginia, 
now West Virginia, a daughter of Dan¬ 
iel Steenrod. Her grandfather, Cor¬ 
nelius Steenrod, was a captain in the 
Colonial Army and served throughout 
the Revolutionary War, thus making 
Alfred B. Carter and his children, sons 
or daughters of the American Revo¬ 
lution. Daniel Steenrod was born in 
New York State, but was prominently 
identified with the early development 
of Wheeling. He engaged in farming 
on a large scale, was a very extensive 
land owner, and attained a high de¬ 
gree of success in every way. He died 
at the age of 8o years. He was promi¬ 
nent in the Baptist Church, and in the 
old stone Presbyterian Church at Elm 
Grove. He married Anne Gater, a 
daughter of one of the earliest settlers 
in Ohio County, and they became the 
parents of six children, one of whom, 
Lewis, was a meml^er of Congress from 
this district in ante-bellum days. 


Mrs. Carter, the mother of Alfred 
B. Carter, resides in Wheeling at the 
advanced age of 82 years, and is one of 
the oldest native inhabitants of Ohio 
County, The subject of this sketch is 
one of a family of seven surviving chil¬ 
dren, the others being as follows: Lan- 
don E., who resides in Virginia; Mary 
I.; Sallie B.; Anne C.; Emma H.; and 
Edmonia R., wife of James R. Mc- 
Courtney, for many years a resident of 
Wheeling, but now of Washington 
City. 

Alfred B. Carter was educated in 
Wheeling at Linsley Institute and St. 
Vincent's Catholic College. After 
leaving school his connection with the 
iron and steel business began and has 
since continued. He became junior 
clerk in the office of the Bellaire Nail 
Works. He subsequently served in 
various positions until, in 1887, 
elected secretary and treasurer of the 
Bellaire Steel Company. In 1899 he 
was elected president of the company 
and still holds that office. This com¬ 
pany was sold to the National Steel 
Company, but the officers of the old 
concern retained their positions. When 
the National Steel Company took 
charge, Mr. Carter was asked to assume 
the management of the Mingo Junc¬ 
tion works of that company also, and 
was made district manager at that time 
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—early in 1899. L^ter his office was 
changed to that of general superintend¬ 
ent of the National Steel Company in 
the W heeling district. He has been a 
director for many years in the Bellaire 
Steel Company, and when the National 
Steel Company was organized was 
elected a director in that company. He 
has since l^een re-elected, and is a mem- 
l)er of the board of directors in each 
company at the present time. 

Mr. Carter was united in marriage, 
November 2, 1887, with Gertrude E. 
Caldwell, who was bom in Philadel¬ 
phia, and reared and married in Wheel¬ 
ing. She is a daughter of Hon. A. 
Bolton Caldwell, who was the first At¬ 
torney General of West Virginia. The 
latter was a son of Joseph Caldwell, 
whose estate and residence were where 
the lower part of W^heeling is, to a 
large extent, now built. He was for 
many years president of the Merchants’ 
& Mechanics’ Bank of WHieeling, and 
was one of the substantial early resi¬ 
dents of the city. Josqdi Caldwell was 
a son of James Caldwell, who settled 
in Wheeling in 1772, and was one of 
the first judges of Ohio County. The 
mother of Mrs. Carter is Matilda 
(Newman) Caldwell, a native of Lou¬ 
isiana, and now a resident of Wheeling. 

Alfred B. Carter and his wife have 
two children,—Gertrude I. and Alfred 


B. Religiously, they are attendants of 
St. Matthew’s Protestant Episcopal 
Church. Mr. Carter is one of the most 
active and enterprising citizens of 
Wheeling. He has been identified with 
many enterprises calculated to benefit 
and improve the city, and his energy 
and business sagacity are well known 
in several States. He is a member of 
the Board of Trade of Wheeling. 



ANDREW JACKSON STEPHENSON. 

ANDREW JACKSON STE- 
PHPLNSON.—Probably no citizen of 
Clay County, W est Virginia, stands 
higher in public estimation than does 
Andrew Jackson Stephenson, who for 
31 years has been the efficient clerk of 
the Circuit and Countv courts. Mr. 
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Stephenson was born April 29, 1829, 
in Nicholas County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, and is a son of David 
and Nancy (Rader) Stephenson. 

The Stephensons are descended 
from an old and honorable English 

ancestry. The grandfather of our sub- 

* 

ject, Alexander Stephenson, married 
into the Ewing family, one of the most 
prominent in the State of Virginia. 
On the maternal side, the family is of 
Dutch extraction, and Mr. Stephen¬ 
son’s mother and the mother of ex- 
Governor George W. Atkinson were 
sisters, both being daughters of George 
Rader. David Stephenson followed an 
agricultural life. 

Andrew Jackson Stephenson was 
reared and educated in his native 
county, where he resided until 1864. 
In 1863 he was elected sheriff of 
Nicholas County, being the first offi¬ 
cial elected during the progress of the 
Civil War, but he did not serve. His 
sympathies were with the Union and 
as he made no secret of his convic¬ 
tions he suffered arrest from the Con¬ 
federate authorities and at one time 
was incarcerated in Castle Thunder. 
Mr. Stephenson displayed his tact and 
judgment by a conservative course af¬ 
ter the war, and much credit was given 
him for his influence in allaying excite¬ 
ment and bitter feeling incident to ex¬ 


isting conditions. He became a mem¬ 
ber of a company of Home Guards, un¬ 
der Capt. B. L. Stephenson, a son of 
Hon. John G. Stephenson, who for 13 
years was a prominent statesman in 
Virginia. Although Mr. Stephenson 
has l:)een a consistent Democrat all his 
life, his public career has been so hon¬ 
orable that his influence extends be¬ 
yond party lines. For a long period 
he served his party as delegate to the 
various conventions and as chairman 
of the county committees and was so 
prominently identified with his party’s 
success that he was its candidate, in 

1900, for the State Senate, and was 

• 

elected to take the place of Senator 
Pierson of Fayette County, who had 
been commissioned an officer in the 
Spanish War. The Legislature, how¬ 
ever, was overwhelmingly Republican, 
and he was not permitted to take his 
seat, his case being treated much in 
the same manner as was that of Sen¬ 
ator Campbell, of Jefferson County in 
the same session. In 1865 Mr. Steph¬ 
enson was first elected clerk of the Cir¬ 
cuit Court and recorder of Clay Coun¬ 
ty, and through subsecjuent re-elections 
he filled those positions until January 
I, 1897, except one term as clerk of 
the Circuit Court. His popularity was 
demonstrated very forcibly at the last 
election that he was a candidate when 
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he was running against two candidates, 
one for the position of clerk of the 
County Court and one for clerk of the 
Circuit Court, and was elected to both 
offices by large majorities. 

On July 24, 1854, Mr. Stephen¬ 
son was united in marriage with Mary 
Jane Forsythe, who was Ix^rn March 
10, 1832, and is a daughter of Abra¬ 
ham and Jane Forsythe, whose ances¬ 
tors, of English extraction, came from 
Augusta County, Virginia, the matern¬ 
al grandfather bearing the name of 
Wright. Mrs. Stephenson was one of 
a family of eight children born to her 
parents. Her eldest brother was killed 
in the Mexican War. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stephenson have had a family of nine 
children, one of whom, Benjamin L., 
who was Iwn February 21, 1871, 
died at the age of nine months. The 
survivors are: Glendora, who was Ixim 
April 18, 1855, married T. B. Ste¬ 
phenson and has three children; For¬ 
sythe, who was l^^rn January 3, 1837, 
is unmarried; Samuel, who was lK)rn 
March 10, 1839, resides in Charles¬ 
ton and has two children; Elijah I^)r- 
ing, who was born May 23, 1861; 
Alf)ert, who was Ixirn Octol)er 6, 1863, 
resides one mile from Clay Court 
House; Elizal)eth F., who was born 
March 23, 1866, married John D. 

Carden and has five children; David 


H., who was lK)rn May 22, 1868, is 
a farmer and stockraiser some 12 
miles from Clav Court House, and has 
a family of six children; and Dr. Es- 
tin B., who was Ixmi May 13, 1873, 
and is not only a prominent physician 
of Clay Court House, but is also the 
mayor of the town and one of its lead¬ 
ing men. 

Mr. Stephenson has retired from 
active politics but is still regarded as 
one of the most influential men of his 
county. He enjoys the confidence and 
high esteem of the public and is an 
honored resident of his own commun¬ 
ity. When he first located in Clay 
Court House, the present pros|)erous 
town consisted of one dwelling and a 
small fort which was used to shelter 
the Home Guards. With interest he 
has watched the growth and develop¬ 
ment of that section and has been no 
small factor in the same. His invest¬ 
ments have been made there and his 
interests have centered there, and, now, 
surrounded with an honorable and 
prosperous family, he is enjoying a 
vigorous old age. Mr. Stephenson is 
interested in a numl)er of enterprises 
and is one of the dirctors of the Clay 
County Bank. Fraternally he belongs 
to Lodge No. 180, I. O. O. F., in 
Clay Court House. In religious be¬ 
lief he is a Methodist. 
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HON. JOHN W. BLIZZARD. 

HOX. JOHN \V. BLIZZARD, 
member oi the West Virginia House 
of Delegates from Fayette County, 
West X'irginia, and one of the intelli¬ 
gent and broad-minded citizens of Nut- 
tallburg, was born in 1841 in Nicho¬ 
las County, Virginia, now West Vir¬ 
ginia, being of Scotch-Irish and Eng¬ 
lish descent. He is a son of James and 
Nancy C. Blizzard, and grandson of 
Frederick and Mary (Campbell) Bliz¬ 
zard. The great-grandfather of Mr. 
Blizzard was born in Scotland, and 
immigrated to \'irginia prior to the 
Revolutionary W’ar in which he took 

•r' 

an active part. 

Frederick Blizzard, who was a na¬ 
tive of Pendleton, \'irginia, now West 
Virginia, took part in the War of 
1812. Although the family has never 
been n(»ted for worldly wealth, its 


members have all been most highly 
respected people and worthy members 
of society. 

James Blizzard, the father of John 
W. Blizzard was bom in what is now 
West Virginia. Our subject’s mother, 

who was a native of Greenbrier Coun- 

« 

Virginia, now West Virginia, died 
June 9, 1858, seven children surviving 
her decease. James Blizzard married 
a second time, and was the father of 
a large family of children. His death 
occurred in 1888, and his widow re¬ 
sides in Calhoun County, with three 
of her children. 

John \V. Blizzard was the fourth 
meml)er of a family of 12 children lx>rn 
to his parents and one of the seven sur¬ 
vivors at the death of his mother. He 
received his education in the common 
schools at Preston and the Olin In¬ 
stitute at Blacksburg. Since 16 years 
of age, he has practically made his 
own way in the world, being engaged 
for a considerable period on construc¬ 
tion work for the Chesapeake & Ohio 
Railway, and then farming for three 
years. For 21 years Mr. Blizzard en¬ 
gaged in mining, but later purchased 
a small farm upon which he has made 
many improvements and where he has 
a very pleasant, attractive home. 

Mr. Blizzard was married March 
4,1875- and has a family of three sons 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


705 


and three daughters, two of the daugh¬ 
ters and one son being married. He 
has always been more or less active in 
politics, but only in late years has con¬ 
sented to accept office. In 1902 he 
was elected a member of the West Vir¬ 
ginia House of Delegates and has per¬ 
formed the duties incident to the office 
with an eye single to the welfare of 
his section. He has always taken a 
deep interest in the lalK)ring classes 
and l^elongs to the United Mine W'ork- 
ers of America. Mr. Blizzard and 
family belong to the Methodist Church. 



COL. CHARLES CAMERON LEWIS. JR 

COL. CHARLES CAMERON 
LEWIS, Jr.» of the firm of Lewis, 
Hubbard & CcMiipanv, one of the larg¬ 
est wholcsab houses in the grocery line 
in W'est Virginia, and a leading con¬ 
cern of Charleston, was born August 


28, 1865, in Kanawha County, West 
Virginia, and is a son of Charles Cam¬ 
eron and Elizabeth (Wilson) Lewis. 

The Lewis family has long been 
one of prominence, and of both social 
and commercial integrity in this sec¬ 
tion of the country for many years. 
The founder of the family in Virginia 
was John Lewis, a son of Andrew and 
Mary (Calhoun) Lewis, who was born 
in 1678, in County Donegal, province 
of Ulster. Ireland, and died in Virginia 
in 1762. Previous to settling in 
Augusta County, \"irginia, he lived in 
Pennsvivania where he awaited the 
coming of his family. It is said that 
the family was of French Huguenot 
stock, driven from France to Ireland 
by religious persecutions. Other au¬ 
thorities, with probably more reason, 
assign it Welsh derivation. Although 
l)orn in Ireland John Lewis was edu¬ 
cated in Scotland and was a man of in¬ 
fluence. He i)ossessed by inheritance 
a handsome estate in Ireland and also 
leased valuable proi)erty contiguous to 
his own. In 1732, with others he 
came to America and settled upon a 
grant of 40.000 acres of land which 
had l)een obtained bv Isaac Wan Meter 
and his brother by warrant from the 
Governor of Virginia. John Lewis 
was the first white settler in Augusta 
County, and founded the town of 
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Staunton. He married Margaret Lynn, 
a native of Ireland, whose father was 
the Laird of Loch Lynn, and a de¬ 
scendant of the chieftains of the once 
powerful clan of Lynns in the Scot¬ 
tish highlands. Four sons were born 
to them in Ireland,—Samuel, Thomas, 
Andrew and William,—and one in 
America—Charles—besides two daugh¬ 
ters, Margaret and Anne. In 1732 
he settled near what is now Staun¬ 
ton, Virginia. There despite the wild 
conditions and the depredations of In- 
dian.s, he amassed a large fortune. In 
1745 Augusta County was organized 
and John Lewis was appointed a mag¬ 
istrate. The first court house was 
erected at Staunton on the site of the 
present county clerk's office and the 
first court was held Deceml^er 9, 1745. 
The descendants of John Lewis figured 
conspicuously during the Revolution 
and became important factors in coun¬ 
ty and State affairs. Col. William 
Lewis, a son of John Lewis, established 
a home at Sweet Springs, Monroe 
County, Virginia, now West Virginia; 
this ancestcral home was recently pur¬ 
chased by the subject of this sketch. 
It was one of the original land grants, 
and now includes 2,000 acres. It is 
a valuable property for either agri¬ 
cultural purposes or as a summer re¬ 
sort. 


Charles Cameron Lewis was edu¬ 
cated in the public and high schools of 
Charleston and Hampden-Sidney Col¬ 
lege at Hampton Springs, Virginia, 
and later graduated from the Kanawha 
Military Institute. He became a civil 
engineer but before he had made much 
headway in his profession he accepted 
a position as treasurer of the Ka¬ 
nawha & Michigan Railway Com¬ 
pany, and continued with this company 
until the wholesale business of Lewis, 
Hubbard & Company was organized 
in 1880. He is also interested in the 
Payne Shoe Company, with head¬ 
quarters at Charleston. He is a man 
of great executive ability and is largely 
interested in coal laiuk and companies 
of West Virginia. He is president of 
the Greenbrier Grocery Company at 
Ronceverte; president of the Charles¬ 
ton Electrical Supply Company and in 
every way is a representative business 
citizen. 

On September 9, 1898, Colonel 
Lewis was made inspector general of 
the West Virginia National Guards 
under Governor George W. Atkinson 
and he was very active in recruiting 
the ranks after the Spanish-American 
War had withdrawn so many mem¬ 
bers. Later he was promoted to the 
rank of brigade adjutant general with 
the rank of colonel. Colonel Lewis 
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is a Republican in politics, but is no 
politician. He is a progressive and 
honorable business man and enjoys a 
large measure of the public esteem. 



HON. W. R. BENNETT. 


HON. W. R. BENNETT, judge 
of the Criminal Court of Favette 
County, West Virginia, and one of the 
most prominent citizens of Montgom¬ 
ery, was born in Fayette County, 
August 7, 1864. He is a son of 
Thomas and Mary I). (Ryan) Ben¬ 
nett, the former of whom resides in 
Nisholas County ancl the latter of 
whom died in 

The Bennett family is an old estab- 
lished one f)f V irginia, and there the 
grandfather. Elijah Bennett, was bom. 


He was one of the very early settlers 

in the western part of Old Dominion, 

now included in West Virginia, and 

died in (ireenbrier County when his 

son Thomas was a Ix)y. 

Thomas Bennett was Ixjrn in 

Cireenbrier Countv and removed to 

¥ 

Fayette County when alxnit 30 years 

old. There he married Marv D. 

¥ 

Ryan, who was a daughter of Col. 
William W. and Sally (Hundley) 
Ryan, lx)th of whom were natives of 
All>eniiarle County, Virginia. Early 
in the ‘'thirties,** Colonel Ryan and his 
family started to move to Ohio, but 
after crossing the mountains they 
found such pleasant Icxrations in Fay¬ 
ette County, that they decided to re¬ 
main there. Consecpiently Colonel 
Ryan Ixmght a farm of 100 acres in 
the w(x:)ds, near the Gauley River. 
There he built his house, worked in 
the summers on his land and taught 
the country schfxd in the winters and 
l>ecame a successful and well known 
man. He was a great student and 
very familiar with the Bible. Both he 
and his wife were very consistant mem- 
liers of the Methrxlist Church, people 
admirable in life and character. 
Colonel Ryan died at the age of 85 
and his wife a short time l^efore, aged 
84 years, lx)th in Clay County. Only 
one of their family of 10 children still 


7o8 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


survives, Rev. E. W. Ryan, who is a 
presiding elder in the church at Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. Prior to removing 
thither. Rev. Mr. Ryan was very 
prominent both in church and public 
Jife, and was a member of the Consti¬ 
tutional Convention that adopted the 
State Constitution, before he was 2t 
years of age. The family has long 
been prominent and has always been 
•opposed to slavery. 

Judge Bennett is the fourth mem¬ 
ber of a family of 13 children bom to 
his parents, six surviving. His father 
moved to Laurel Creek, Nicholas 
County, in 1868 when our subject was 
six years of age. Judge Bennett w^s 
reared on the farm and attended the 
'Common and high schools until the age 
of 18, when he was qualified to teach 
and as a teacher' in Nicholas and Fay- 
•ette counties he spent several years. 
At the age of 22 he married Anna 
Drennen, of Nicholas County, who 
•died four years later, leaving two sons, 
—Romeo and Edward,—now aged re¬ 
spectively, 15 and 14 years. On May 
4, 1897, Bennett married Anna 

Kuhn, of Kanawha County, and they 
have children as follows: W. R., Jr., 
Mary I'helma, and Elijah Jacob. 

Judge Bennett was 26 years of age 
when he turned his attention to the 
study of the law, and his reading was 


done while occupied with farm duties. 
Steady application combined with 
natural ability and understanding en¬ 
abled him to prepare himself for ex¬ 
amination and this he successfully 
passed at Huntingdon, May 16, 1893, 
and on the same date he was admitted 
to the West Virginia bar. He then 
spent four months teaching, at Mont¬ 
gomery, suspending at the time of the 
Eagle riot, being then employed as 
counsel for the United Mine Workers 
of America and was their counsel un¬ 
til he went on the bench. Then lie 
commenced his practice and soon came 
prominently into notice. On June 7. 
1002 the United Mine Workers of 
America declared a strike. He had 
been their fair and impartial counsel¬ 
lor for some time and when he became 
a candidate for judge they cast their 
votes in favor of one they believed 
their friend and knew to be an honest 
man, and he not onlv was nominated 
for the judgeship but was elected by a 
large majority, although bitterly op- 
jxised by the mountain corporations. 
His sympathies have always been with 
the laboring classes and he has many 
warm friends all through the Kana¬ 
wha and New River mining regions, 
and in the vicinity of his home. 

Judge Bennett may be said to be 
a self-made man. When he removed 
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to Montgomery 10 years ago, he was 
called upon to pit his legal ability 
against old and tried jurists,—gradu¬ 
ates of law universities. It has yet 
to be discovered when he was ever 
found lacking either in knowledge or 
judgment. When he gave up his 
private practice for the bench, it was 
bringing him an income of $3,000 per 
year. His course has met with general 
approval and it is safe to predict that 
higher honors await Judge Bennett. 
Fraternally he I>elongs to the Improved 
Order of Red Men. Religiously he is 
a Methodist. 



C. H. TURNER. JR. 

C. II. TURNER, Jr., the junior 
member of the plumbing and steam¬ 
fitting business firm of C. H. Turner 


& Company, of Clarksburg, West Vir¬ 
ginia, was born in Parkersburg, Wood 
County, West Virginia, December 10^ 
1874. He is a son of C. H. and Mar¬ 
garet (Williams) Turner. 

C. H. Turner, Sr., is of English 
descent and was bom in Albany, New 
York. His wife was bom at Defiance,. 
Ohio. The family comprises five 
children, viz.: George, of Clarksburg; 
Bertha, of Parkersburg; C. H., of 
this sketch; Coraline (Mrs. Charles 
Morgan,) of Parkersburg; and Cora, 
also of Parkersburg. 

C. H. Turner, Jr., was reared in 
Parkersburg, where his father has con¬ 
ducted a plumbing and steam-fitting 
business for the past 30 years, and was 
educated in the public schools until the 
age of 16, when he entered Notre 
Dame University, Indiana, where he 
remained two years. In order to per¬ 
fect himself in mechanical engineer¬ 
ing, he then entered the University of 
W’est \^irginia, at Morgantown, and 
upon completing the course went back 
to Parkersburg in 1897. In 1900 he 
removed to Clarksburg and from that 
point manages tlie businessof the firm 
of C. H. Turner & Company, his 
father being the senior partner, and 
Ge<)rge Turner l)eing bookkeeper. 
The business includes general contract¬ 
ing and plumbing and gas and steam- 




710 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


fitting and is located at 221 South 
Third street. This firm does the 
largest amount of business in their 
line, both in Clarksburg and the sur¬ 
rounding towns, being the best equip¬ 
ped in every . way.' The excellent 
work done for Broaddus College, and 
in the Goff building, the Janies flats, 
and the majority of the fine modem 
city residences testify to the excel¬ 
lence of their service, while other good 
examples are some of the best resi¬ 
dences of lAimberix)rt, and the sum¬ 
mer cottages at Mountain Lake Park. 
Mr. Turner has made many firm 
friends by his carefulness and prompt¬ 
ness in filling contracts and is one of 
the most enterprising young business 
men of the locality. Fraternally he 
belongs to the Elks. 


C. :\I. BOGER, M. D„ who since 
the fall of 1888 has been established in 
the practice of medicine at Parkersburg, 
was txirn in 1861, at Lebanon, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, and is a son of Prof. Cyrus 
Boger, who was then principal of the 
Lebanon High School. 

Prof. Cyrus Boger was also born in 
Lebanon 69 years ago and has always 
been associated with the educational in¬ 
terests of Lebanon County, having 
been for 20 years superintendent of the 


city schools and latar county superin¬ 
tendent. With his wife he resides, re¬ 
tired from activity, in a pleasant home 
near the city of Lebanon. The mother 
of Dr. Boger was a daughter of Hugh 
Maxwell, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
who was a prominent newspaper man, 
and the founder of the Maxzvcll Intel¬ 
ligencer, a journal which was a power¬ 
ful supporter of James Buchanan, do¬ 
ing much to secure the latter’s selection 
as minister to the Court of St. James, 
and substantially aiding him in his 
presidential campaign. Mr. Maxwell 
had great influence in his State although 
he did not seek preferment for himself. 
Professor Boger was an active anti¬ 
slavery man and served as a soldier dur¬ 
ing the Civil War. Until recently he 
has been an active supporter of the Re¬ 
publican party. He belongs to the 
Grand Army of the Republic. Dr. 
Boger is one of a family of five chil¬ 
dren born to his parents, the other four 
l>eing: William, who is superintendent 
of the Pennsylvania Steel Company’s 
plant at Lebanon; Charles, who con¬ 
ducts a drug store at Lebanon; Henry, 
who is connected with the Pennsylvania 
Steel Company; and Alice, who resides 
at home. 

Dr. Boger’s interest in medicine was 
first aroused in boyhood, when he be¬ 
came a clerk and student with the now 






MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


711 


retired drug firni of Bullock & Cren¬ 
shaw, of Philadelphia. In 1882 he 
graduated from the Philadelphia Col¬ 
lege of Pharmacy, and followed the 
drug business until he t(K)k up the 
study of medicine. In the spring of 
1888 he graduated from Hahnemann 
Medical College of Philadelphia, set¬ 
tling in Parkersburg in the succeeding 
fall. There he has met with eminent 
success. He is a menil)er of the Inter¬ 
national Hahnemann Association of 
which he was elected vice-president at 
Niagara Falls and served in 1898 at the 
meeting at Atlantic City, where he was 
elected for the next meeting, which 
will take jilace at Boston, Massachus¬ 
etts, in June, 1903. He was urged for 
the presidency, but declined the honor. 
Dr. Roger is most highly regarded in 
the profession, and is a valued meml)er 
of the West Virginia Homeopathic 
Society and has served as its president; 
and of the Ohio Valley Homeopathic 
Societv. 

Mrs. Dr. Roger was formerly a 
Miss Forrester, who was born in Wash¬ 
ington County, Pennsylvania, and five 
children have been added to the family, 
three of whom attend school. The 
family residence is near Dudleyville, 
while the Doctor is professionally lo- 
catecl at No. 225 7th street, Parkers- 
burg. 



HON. C. W. MAY. 

HON. C. W. MAY, President of 
the State Senate, and a prominent 
meml)er of the bar of Hamlin, Lincoln 
County, West Virginia, was bom in 
Lincoln County, July 14, 1869. He 
is a son of Jacob and Annie (Huff) 
May, lK>th of whom are natives of 
Virginia. 

The education of our subject was 
begun in the common schools of Lin¬ 
coln County. After completing the 
course, he taught .school for seven 
years, and then entered the University 
of W est Virginia, from which he was 
graduated in 1894. In 1895 ^e began 
the practice of law and in the follow¬ 
ing year was elected prosecuting attor¬ 
ney of Lincoln County, a iK)sition 
which he most efficiently filled for a 
period of four years. 
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Mr. May has always been an ar¬ 
dent supporter of the principles of the 
Republican party, and in 1900 that 
party elected him State Senator and re¬ 
turned him to the Senate in 1902. 
His executive ability, good judgment 
and impartial methods made him the 
successful candidate for President of 
the Senate in the session of 1903, a 
position he has filled with the dignity 
becoming to it. 

Mr. May is a member of Hamlin 
Lodge, No. 4, A. F. & A. M.; Hamlin 
Lodge, 1 . 0 . 0 . F.; and Hamlin 
Lodge, No. 161, A. O. U. W. 



HON. JOHN Y. YORK. 

HON. JOHN Y. YORK, a mem¬ 
ber of the State Senate of West Vir¬ 
ginia, from Wayne County, is a promi¬ 


nent citizen of Yorkville, where he has 
extensive business interests. He u*as 
born in Wayne County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, September 24, 1846, 
and is a son of Joseph D. and Eliza¬ 
beth (Ratcliffe) York, the former a 
native of Brown County, Ohio, and 
the latter of Wayne County, Virginia, 
now West Virginia. 

John Y. York received his edu¬ 
cation in the common and subscription 
schools of this locality, and early in 
life engaged in the lumber business, 
which he has since followed with an 
abundance of success. He is also in¬ 
terested in various other enterprises, 
among them a mercantile business at 
Yorkville. He owns and operates a 
farm of 300 acres and in all owns 
about 1,500 acres of land. During 
President Harrison’s administration, a 
post office w’as established at Yorkville 
and for some time our subject served 
as postmaster. They have two mails 
a day and the Norfolk & Western 
Railway Company contemplates the 
construction of an extension to the 
town, which will make Yorkville one 
of the best little towns of West Vir¬ 
ginia. Mr. York is a stanch Republi¬ 
can in politics, and has served as 
County Commissioner and in the State 
Senate, where he has most ably repre- 
sented his constituents. 
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John V. York was married in 1866 
to Fanny Keysor, by whom he had 11 
children. He formed a second matri¬ 
monial alliance, with Celeste Parsley, 
bv whom he has three children. Fra- 
ternally. he is a member of Fort (iay 
Lodge. No. 58. A. F. & A. M.: Chapter 
No. 38. R. A. M.; and is a member of 
the Knights of Pythias. 



HON. T. C. DAVIS. 

HON. T. C. DAN’IS. member of 
the W est V irginia House of Delegates 
from Pleasants County, and post¬ 
master at W'asj), was born Deceml)er 
25, 1843. in Noble County. Ohio, and 
is a son of Isaac and Eliza (W’illiam- 
son) Davis, and a grandson of Jesse 
Davis, a Revoliitionarv soldier. Both 
grandfather and father were Ix^rn in 


Virginia, and the latter died in March, 
1875, aged 98 years. The mother of 
our subject was lx)rn in 1830, in 
W ashington County, Ohio, and died 
in 1852, when her son, our subject, 
was nine years old. The Davis family 
is of German extraction. 

Mr. Davis is known as one of the 

* 

leading farmers of Pleasants County. 
There he owns a fine stock and grain 
producing farm of 200 acres, which 
ranks with the l)est estates in the 
county. He has taken an active part 
in politics for a number of years and 
has held many responsible positions 
prior to his election to the House, in 
1902. He has l)een secretary of the 
Board of Education, township clerk, 
school trustee and justice of the peace. 
h\)r four years he was a member of 
the County Court, making levies and 
trying nearly all the cases which now 
go to the Circuit Court. He is an 
ardent Rc]niblicaii and in i8<;8 was 
appointed ])ostmaster at Wasp, by the 
late President McKinley. 

In i8r>(> Mr. Davis married Jennie 
(iorrell, who. at death left two chil¬ 
dren. In 1S80 Mr. Davies married 
again; the three children of the second 
union died in infanev. He is a man 

w 

of (juiet manner and has not made 
himself conspicuous in the proceedings 
of the H(»use, but has kept in close 
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touch with all legislation and has been 
a faithful and consistent advocate of 
all the interests of his constituents and 
a careful and conservative adviser on 
j)arty measures. 



HON. RAY Y. CHIDESTER. 

HOX. RAV V, CHIDESTER, 

member of the West \’irginia House 
of Delegates from Lewis County, was 
born in W eston, Lewis County, De¬ 
cember 4, 1875, ^ Well¬ 

ington \\ and Mary ( Linger) Chides- 
ter, botli natives of that part of West 
Virginia. 

Phincas W'. Chidester, a Scotch¬ 
man by birth, the grandfather of our 
subject, came to America about 1814, 


settled in Lpshur County, V'irginia, 
and there became a prominent agricul¬ 
turist. To him and his estimable wife 
were born six children. They were 
Seceders in religious faith. 

W'ellington V, Chidester was a 
farmer in early life, but later l)ecame 
a merchant and conducted a prosper¬ 
ous business for a number of years, 
but is now living a retired life. The 
six surviving children of the family 
of 12 lx)rn to Wellington V. Chides¬ 
ter and his wife, Mary Linger, are: 
Mrs. Sarah J. Rittenhouse; Layne B.; 
Mrs. Fannie F. McCray; John C.: 
and Frank P. 

Ray \\ Chidester, the subject of 
this sketch, was primarily educated in 
the common schools of Lewis Countv 
and later attended the W’est \’irgini:i 
Conference Seminary at Buckhannon. 
three years later leaving that institu¬ 
tion to enter the Fairmont State Nor¬ 
mal School, where he was graduated 
in the class of 1894. Later he at¬ 
tended the Mountain State Business 
College at Parkersburg, taking a full 
business course, and then Ijegan his 
reading of the law under Hon. An¬ 
drew Edmiston, of Weston. He was 
admitted to the bar of Lewis County 
in 1900, located at W'eston and has 
l^een successfully engaged in the prac¬ 
tice of his profession ever since, mak- 
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ing a specialty of criminal law. He 
is a popular young attorney and it is 
the opinion of his friends that his 
future has abundant promise of the 
fullest success. In politics he is a 
Democrat, and adheres strictly to the 
tenets of his party. In 1902 Mr. 
Chidester was honored by being the 
choice of his party to the House of 
Delegates from Lewis County, and up¬ 
on a number of occasions he has dem¬ 
onstrated to that honorable lx)dy, in a 
lucid and convincing manner, his 
ability and fidelity to the best interests 
of his State, as his party sees it. He 
is unmarried and is associated with no 
fraternal societies. 


( APT. THOMAS WEST PEY- 

TOX, a prominent citizen of Hunting- 
t(m. W est V’irginia, senior member of 
the law firm of Peyton & Perkinson 
and member of the iiivSurance firm of 
Gordon, Peyton & Perkinson, was born 
in i860 in Cal>ell County, W'est Vir¬ 
ginia, his family being one of the early 
ones of the State. He is the only son 
of Capt. Thomas W'est. 

The Peytons are of English descent 
and the name is a very prominent one 
all through Virginia. 

The grandfather of Captain Pey¬ 
ton, also named Capt. Thomas W^est 
Peyton, was Ixirn in Virginia and 


served as captain in the Revolutionary 
Army, and also as consul at Matan- 
zas, Cuba, dying on the way home from 
that country, and being buried at sea. 

Our subject's grandmother was a 
Miss Dundas, of an equally prominent 
family of Pennsylvania, coming origin¬ 
ally from Scotland. Members of this 
family were distinguished in their own 
country, one of them being Lord Chan¬ 
cellor of Scotland. James Dundas 
died at Philadelphia, a millionaire, and 
one of the grandmother's brothers was 
Assistant Postmaster General for some 
years prior to the Civil War. 

Capt. Thomas W'est Peyton (2) 
was born at Mantanzas, Cuba, in 1820, 
and served in many public p(xsitions, 
at the outbreak of the Civil W'ar being 
a customs official at New Orleans, 
Louisiana. He entereti the Confed¬ 
erate Army, from Louisiana, gained 
his title there and was killed in 1863 
at Murfreesboro, Tennessee. In New 
Orleans he married a Miss O'Dowd, 
who was lx>rn in Ireland and came to 
this country in childhcK>d. She died 
in 1893, leaving one son,—the subject 
of this sketch,—^and four daughters, 
the latter being: Ann Virginia (Mrs. 
Charles Ricketts.) of Huntington; 
Mrs. Lizzie Ora Benhring, of Fayette 
County, West Virginia: Alice who is 
married and lives in Fayette County; 
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and Sally, who is principal of the Buf¬ 
fington school at Huntington. 

Capt. Thomas West Peyton, the 
third of the name in succession, gradu¬ 
ated at Marshall College, Huntington, 
in 1877, prior to completing his 17th 
year. He then entertd the law office 
of Gibson & Lane, where he studied 
until he reached his majority and suc¬ 
cessfully passed the examination of 
the judges and was admitted to the bar 
in 1881. Captain Peyton commenced 
practice at once, and during his first 
partnership with Captain Gibson in 
1884 was elected by the Democrats to 
a six-years term as Circuit clerk of 
Cabell County. In 1891, he formed a 
partnership with James Marcum, which 
continued until 1894 and in 1899 
entered into his present partnershii 
with A. V. i^erkinson. The insurancj 
partnership, which includes Mayor H. 
C. (iordon, was formed later and is 
one of the leading business enterprises 
in that line in the city. In 1889 Capt¬ 
ain Peyton entered the W est Virginia 
National Guards, was caj)tain of Com¬ 
pany I, Jiid Regiment, W est Virginia 
National (iiiards, but resigned in 1894. 

C'aptain Peyton married a daughter 
of M. Hovey and a granddaughter of 
Thomas Thornburg, the latter of whom 
was a pioneer and j)rominent resident 
of C'ahell C(nintv, served in the Vir¬ 


ginia Legislature and was a member 
of the Secession Convention of 1861. 
Mrs. Peyton died in 1902, and the four 
children of this union, three sons and 
one daughter, reside with their grand¬ 
parents at Barboursville, the eldest son 
bearing the name of Thomas West. 
Captain Peyton is a Mason of high de¬ 
gree and is past master, past high 
priest, and past eminent commander in 
the order. 



JOHN MASON PRICE. 

JOHN M.\S()N PRICE, ex- 

dejnity sheriff of (ireenbrier County, 
ex-mayor and a prominent citizen of 
Ronceverte, West Virginia, waslxmi 
in (ireenbrier County, \brginia, now 
W est \'irginia, October 7, 1834. His 
parents were Jacob and Mary Bn'iwn 
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(Cox) Price, both of whom were Vir¬ 
ginians by birth. 

Jacob Price, his grandfather, 
served through the Revolutionary 
W’^ar with distinction and drew a pen¬ 
sion for his services to the close of 
his life at an advanced age. He set¬ 
tled in Greenbrier County, Virginia, 
now W'est Virginia, at the end of the 
war and founded a family which has 
flourished in the locality to the present 
day. The grandmother of our subject 
was Winnifred Tillery, who was torn 
in Virginia of W'elsh ancestry, her 
family having established in that 
State prior to the Revolution. 

Jacob Price (2,) son of Jacob 
and Winnifred (Tillery) Price, and 
father of our subject, was torn 
in Greenbrier County in 1790, and 
died in his native place in 18S7. 
He was prominent in military life, was 
a captain of militia and served under 
General Harrison in the early wars, 
and during the War of 1812 he com¬ 
manded a company in so valorous a 
maner as to receive a large grant of 
Virginia land and a i)ension through 
life. The mother of our subject was 
torn in Bath County, Virginia, her 
family being an old and honored one 
of that section. She died in 1862, 
aged 72 years. Eight children were 
torn to the parents of our subject, as 


follows: Charles, Abraham, Addison 
H., Sarah J., Margaret Elizabeth, 
Mary Susan, all of these deceased; 
Rel>ecca, who is Mrs. B. F. Hagsett, 
of Monroe County; and John Mason, 
of this sketch. 

John Mason IVice was reared in 
Greenbrier County and obtained his 
education in the common schools of 
Greenbrier and Monroe counties and 
at Second Creek Academy. At the 
age of 21 he went to Missouri and dur¬ 
ing his residence there engaged in 
teaching school, returning home just 
prior to the outbreak of the Civil War. 
Soon after his return he entered the 
army, leaving a wife tohind, having 
married in 1858, and during a long 
service participated in many serious 
battles and endured a long period of 
captivity as a prisoner of war. He 
enlisted as sergeant in Company B, 
26th X’^irginia Battalion, C. S. A., but 
was later placed on the staff of Colonel 
Adger, where he continued until his 
capture, at Cold Harlx)r, June 3, 1864. 
Mr. Price was first under fire at Fay¬ 
etteville and later at Charleston, White 
Sulphur Springs, New Market, North 
Anna River, all throueh the Wilder¬ 
ness campaign and until his capture as 
alK)ve mentioned, when he was suffer¬ 
ing from a bayonet wound. At Fay¬ 
etteville he was struck and injured by 
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a piece of spent shell, and suffered for 
six months with typhoid fever. After 
his capture, he was taken to Point 
Lookout prison and kept there until 
July, and was then transferred to 
Elmira, New York, where he was one 
of the sergeants in charge of the mess 
room in the prison for some 6,000 
prisoners. He was exchanged in 
March, 1865, and reached home just 
before the surrender of General Lee. 

After recuperation, Mr. Price en¬ 
gaged in a mercantile business at 
Organ Cave, Greenbrier County, and 
in 1880 was elected deputy sheriff, and 
acceptably filled the office for four 
years, at the close of his term remov¬ 
ing to Ronceverte. There he associ¬ 
ated himself with A. E. White, in an 
agricultural implement and fertilizer 
business, which he sold in 1886, and 
engaged for two years until a fire de¬ 
stroyed his plant in a foundry busi¬ 
ness. In 1888 he was again elected 
deputy sheriff and remained in office 
until 1892, when he embarked in a 
furniture business in Ronceverte, West 
Virginia, and later at Covington, Vir¬ 
ginia, which he continued until 1901, 
when he disposed of it and has been 
activelv interested in real estate and 
collections since that time. 

Mr. Price has been twice married. 
On December i, 1859, he was married 


to Elizabeth Mary Erwin, who was 
born in Greenbrier County and was a 
daughter of Col. John Erwin, of a 
family of importance in the countA% 
that came from Irish stock. Mrs. 
Price died in 1881. The names of tlie 
children of this marriage are as fol¬ 
lows : Adger, deceased; Mary Bell, 
who married R. S. Loveless, present 
postmaster of Ronceverte; Henrietta, 
who married Kirby McVey of Mc¬ 
Donald, Fayette County, West \'ir- 
ginia, is salesman In the wholesale 
house of the Carleton Dry Goods Com¬ 
pany, of St. I.ouis, Missouri; Jane E. 
and John E., twins, the latter deceased, 
the former a teacher of music in Pow¬ 
hatan College, Charleston, Jefferson 
County, West Virginia; Matthew N., 
a resident of New Cumberland, West 
Virginia; Oscar A., engaged in a mill¬ 
ing business in Virginia; and Charles 
A., of East Liverpool, Ohio. Mr. 
Price was married in 1882 to Isabel 
Williams, ficc Campbell, a daughter 
of R. Campbell. She was born in Mon¬ 
roe County, West Virginia. The one 
daughter of this marriage is name<l 
Vera Lee, is now in her 19th year and 
is a graduate of Powhatan College. 

Formerly Mr. Price was active in 
the Democratic party and served as 
chairman of the local Democratic com¬ 
mittee. At present he is neutral in 
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politics. He has been one of Ron- 
ceverte’s prominent and popular citi¬ 
zens and served the city for nine years 
as mayor. For 42 years he has been 
a Mason, entering the order in Green¬ 
brier Lodge at Lewisburg, in 1862, 
and is a charter member of both the 
blue lodge and Chapter No. 47, R. A. 
M., at Ronceverte. He was one of the 
promoters of the Ronceverte National 
Bank, and has been one of the directors 
ever since its organization. In re¬ 
ligious belief Mr. Price is a Presby¬ 
terian. 



HON. WILLIAM GUY BROWN. 

H O N. W' 1 L L I A M G U Y 

BROW' X.—The branch of the 
Brown family from which de.scended 
the late William Guy Brown, lawyer 


and legislator, and a most venerated 
resident of KingswcKxl, Preston Coun¬ 
ty, West Virginia, originated in the 
vicinity of Edinburg, Scotland, and 
was founded in northwestern Virginia 
by James Brown, in 1790. 

W'illiam Guy Brown, the fourth 
son of James Brown, and subject of 
this narrative, was lK)rn Septeml)er 25, 
1800. At the age of 22 years he began 
the study of law, witli Oliver Phelps 
and Joseph H. Samuels, of Parkers¬ 
burg, and was admitted to the bar of 
Preston County, in 1823. Mr. Brown 
almost immediately entered politics, 
finding in public life a congenial field. 
He was elected prosecuting attorney 
of the countv and served a number of 

m 

years as such, until 1832. He was a 
stanch adherent of Andrew Jackson 
and ardently supi)orted him three 
times for the Presidencv. Mr. Brown 
l)ecame the candidate of his parly and 
was elected to the CGeneral Assembly 
of Virginia, and served with dis¬ 
tinction in 1832 and in 1840-41-42-43; 
and in 1845 elected to Congress. 
He was one of the first to raise his 
voice in favor of the war with Mexico 
and contributed time and means to as¬ 
sist in its successful and honorable 
consummation. In 1847 he was re¬ 
elected to Congress and in 1850 was a 
delegate to the Virginia Constitutional 
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Convention. In 1861 he was a dele¬ 
gate to the convention at Richmond and 
was fearless in his opposition to 
secession. Upon the organization 
of the Restored Government of Vir¬ 
ginia, Mr. Brown was chosen a rep¬ 
resentative in the 37th Congress, and 
\vzs the first member of Congress from 
the Second Congressional District of 
West Virginia, in 1863. After a long, 
active and useful life, he passed away 
at his home in Kingwood. His last 
public services were during 1872-73, 
when he served in the State Legisla¬ 
ture and was a meml>er of the con¬ 
vention to revise the Constitution, in 
1872. 

Mr. Brown is survived by one son. 
William Guy. and his widow. The 
former is one of the well known at¬ 
torneys of Kingwood and has efficient¬ 
ly held important public trusts. 

HON. JAMES PAULL is remem- 
l)ered by the older residents of Wheel¬ 
ing and of the State of West Virginia 
as a prominent attorney, a meml^er of 
the Legislature, and at the time of his 
death. May ii, 1875, in his 57th year, 
as a judge of the Supreme Court of 
Appeals of West Virginia. In this 
last capacity he had served since 1872. 
At his death, about six years remained 
to complete his term of office. 


Judge Paul! was born in Belmont 
County, Ohio, and was a son of Joseph 
and Elizabeth Pauli. During the 
Judge’s boyhood his father moved to 
Wheeling with his family. His three 
sons, John, Alfred and James, spent 
the greater part of their lives in that 
city. John studied medicine, but died 
in young manhood. Alfred studied 
theolog}' and was for many years pas¬ 
tor of the Fourth Presbyterian Church 
in Wheeling. About 1863 he removed 
to Philadelphia, where he died in 1873. 
James, the subject of this sketch, chose 
the legal profession. His academical 
education was obtained at an institution 
located at Crosscreek Village, Pennsyl¬ 
vania. In 1835' graduated from 
Washington College in Pennsylvania 
and subsequently studied law in the 
office of Zachariah Jacob, of Wheeling. 
He completed his professional studies 
by attending the law department of the 
West Virginia University. During the 
remainder of his life, with the excep¬ 
tion of a short time during which he 
had charge of Linsly Institute, he de¬ 
voted himself to his profession. He 
represented Ohio County in the Legis¬ 
lature with signal ability, and in every 
relation, whether in public or in private 
life, he bore himself with honor. L^p- 
on the adoption of the new Constitu¬ 
tion of West Virginia, in August, 
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1872, he was elected one of the four 
judges of the Supreme Court of Ap¬ 
peals of West Virginia, and was serv¬ 
ing the third year of his eight-year 
term at the time of his death. His 
nomination was entirely unsolicited by 
him, and he was elected by a great ma¬ 
jority. At his death resolutions of 
res[)ect were framed and adopted by 
the members of the Ohio County bar, 
who attended his funeral in a body. 

Judge Pauli first married Jane A. 
Fry, a daughter of Judge Fry, former¬ 
ly of Wheeling. She died, leaving 
three sons. In March, 1861, he mar¬ 
ried Eliza J. Ott, a daughter of Sam¬ 
uel Ott, of Wheeling. Three sons and 
two daughters blessed this union. 
Judge Pauli was e.xtremely opposed to 
ostentation in anything, and his life 
was characteristic of his nature,—one 
of simplicity and kindness. He was a 
devoted father and husl)and. As a 
young man, he united with the First 
Presbyterian Church, to the support of 
which he was ever a liberal contributor. 
He was a ruling elder in this church 
for 18 years. 

Alfred Pauli, a son of Judge Pauli, 
was born Octol>er 15, 1854, in Wheel¬ 
ing, and was educated mainly at Wash¬ 
ington and Jefferson College, of Penn¬ 
sylvania. At the close of his sopho¬ 
more year, in 1873, he entered the man¬ 


ufacturing business in WMieeling. In 
this and in other kinds of business he 
continued until he engaged in his pres¬ 
ent line, that of general insurance. Mr. 
Pauli is manager for a number of com¬ 
panies for the State of West Virginia, 
and has from 75 to 100 agents who 
report to him. All adjustments are 
made and all losses are paid from his 
office. Mr. Pauli devotes his entire 
time to this business. His office has 
been, for the past five years, at No. 
1120 Market street, where a force of 
clerks is kept busy. 

Alfred Pauli married Lee Single- 
ton, of W'heeling, a daughter of Capt. 
Thomas Singleton. Her mother was 
a descendant of Samuel Irwin, the Ir¬ 
wins l)eing an early family of Ohio 
Countv. Mr. and Mrs. Pauli have two 
sons and two daughters, as follows: 
Mary Irwin, who married Arthur 
Greer Hubbard, secretarj" of the 
Wheeling Mold & Foundry Company; 
Lyde; Alfred Singleton, who is at¬ 
tending Princeton College; and Lee, 
who is 13 years old. Mr. Pauli owns 
a beautiful home at No. 729 Main 
street. He served for four years in 
the first branch of the City Council, 
and was a member of the Board of 
Education. He is past grand com¬ 
mander of the Knights Templar of 
West Virginia. On July 20, 1901 he 


722 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


received the commission of aide-de- 
camp with the rank of colonel, on the 
staff of Governor A. B. White. 

Mr. Pauli is a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church, in which he is 
an elder. He has been one of the di¬ 
rectors of the Young Men's Christian 
Association since its organization. He 
is director and chairman of the execu¬ 
tive committee of the City Hospital, 
with which he has l^een associated since 
its organization. He is also a member 
of the Board of Trade. 



FRANCIS B. BURK. 


FRAiXCIS B. BURK, city at¬ 
torney of Parkersburg, West Vir¬ 
ginia, was born February ii, 1862, 
in Wood County, West Virginia, and 


he is a son of R. H. and Eliza J. 
(Davis) Burk. His grandfather, 
David B. Burke, was bom July 10, 
1786, and died April 13, 1883; he was 
a stanch Whig. 

R. H. Burk was born near Steu- 
l^enville, Ohio, December 16, 1828. 
In October, 1839, he accompanied his 
uncle, William Hunter, to Wood 
County, and the latter located near 
Waverly, living there many years, but 
dying in Parkersburg. At the age of 
23, R. H. Burk married Eliza J. Davis, 
who was also reared near Steuben¬ 
ville, Ohio. She died in 1862, leaving 
four children, namely: William N., a 
general merchant at Ravenswood, 
West Virginia, who died at the age of 
40 years; James II., a jeweler by trade, 
who is now filling the office of assist¬ 
ant to the chief deputy collector of in¬ 
ternal revenue, at Parkersburg: Mary 
J., who is the wife of J. D. McKibben, 
a farmer of W’ood County; and Fran¬ 
cis B., who was an infant at the time 
of his mother's death. The second 
marriage of R. H. Burk was to Anna 
B. Eppelein, who was born in this 
State. Mr. Burk is engaged in farm¬ 
ing and stock raising near Parkers¬ 
burg. He was very actively interested 
in politics, about the time of the pro¬ 
posed statehood of West Virginia and 
attended several conventions at Wheel- 
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ing. Like his father, he endorsed the 
W’hig party, and later affiliated with 
the Republicans. He has served many 
years as a member or president of the 
Board of Education. For more than 
40 years he has been an elder in the 
Presbyterian Church. 

After completing the public school 
course, Francis B. Burk attended the 
Fairmont Normal School, and taught 
his first term during the winter of his 
21 St year. After several years of 
winter teaching, he returned to the 
Normal ScIkk:)! and was graduated in 
the class of 1887. During the follow¬ 
ing three years he taught school, and 
read law during the vacations under 
the tutelage of the late John A. 
Hutchinson, and was admitted to the 
bar in 1891. His time has t)een mainly 
devoted to his profession ever since. 
During a period spent in the county 
assessor’s office, he became thoroughly 
acquainted with a large percentage of 
the citizens of W'ood County, gaining 
their confidence to such an extent that 
he was elected county superintendent 
of free schools, and capably served in 
this position for four years, his term 
ending in July, 189c). In 1896 he was 
made chairman of the Republican 
County Committee. In 1902 he was 
chosen as city attorney of Parkers¬ 
burg, a just recognition of his 


ability. His first office in the State 
Journal building has long since given 
way to handsome apartments at No.. 
311 Juliana street. 

The marriage of Francis B. Burk 
was to Julia M. Haislep, who was torn 
near Wellston, Ohio, but has been a 
resident of Parkersburg ever since one 
year of age. She is a daughter of the 
late W. A. Haislep and his wife,. 
Rachel C. Romine, who survives her 
husband and resides on a farm in 
Wood Countv. The Romine family 
came from Holland in the first part 
of the 17th century and were promi¬ 
nent on Manhattan Island. Mrs. 
Burk is a member of the Baptist 
Church, while Mr. Burk favors the 
Presbyterian. He is a meml)er of 
Phoenix Camp, No 6961, Modern 
Wocxlmen of America, and Parkers¬ 
burg Court, No. I, Tribe of Ben Hur,, 
and has served through all the chairs. 


G. W. ADAMS, M. D., a promi¬ 
nent physician and surgeon of Bar- 
boursville, Caljell County, W'est Vir¬ 
ginia, was born August 20, 1832, in 
Cal^ll Countv, and is a son of Charles 
and Nancy (Buxton) Adams, lx)th of 
whom were natives of \’irginia. 
Charles Adams was a prominent agri¬ 
culturist and a highly resi>ecte(l citizen 
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The parents are survived by five of 
their seven children. 

Dr. G. W. Adams received his 
education in the common and select 
schools of Cabell Conn tv and was 
also given private instruction. He 
read medicine with Dr. E. F. Buffing¬ 
ton, of Huntington, West Virginia, 
for about two years and then entered 
Louisville Medical College and later 
the College of Physicians and Sur¬ 
geons, Cincinnati, graduating there in 
1889, the degree of M. D. He 
practiced for two years in Wayne 
County, West Virginia, and then went 
to Kentucky for a year, returning 
then to Cabell County, W^est Virginia, 
and locating in Barboursville. Dr. 
Adams has become prominent in his 
profession, his superior skill and care¬ 
ful treatment having been shown on 
many occasions. 

In 1878 Dr. Adams married Ada 
Huff, who was born in the Valley of 
\"irginia, and a family of six children 
has been l^orn to this union, viz: Frank, 
Fred, Harr)% Blandon, Florence, de¬ 
ceased, and Dewey. Politically, Dr. 
Adams is affiliated with the Republi¬ 
can party. He is an Odd Fellow and 
a member of the Tri-State Medical 
Society of W’^est \^irginia, Kentucky 
and Ohio, and of the American Medi¬ 
cal Association. 



CEN. N. S. BURLEW. 

GEN. N. S. BURLEW\ one of the 

substantial and rq)resentative citizens 
of Charleston, West Virginia, a lead¬ 
ing hardware merchant and part 
owner of the Burlew Opera House, 
w'as born August 20, 1846, in Seneca 
County, New York, and is a son of 
James and Sophia (Wood) Burlew, 
both of whom are natives of New 
Jersey. 

(leneral Burlew was educated in 
the common schools of New York and 
New Jersey, and in young manhood 
learned dentistry, which profession he 
practiced about seven years, at Union 
Springs, New York. In 1873 he lo¬ 
cated in Charleston, Kanawha County, 
and engaged in the luml>er business, 
conducting the same in that locality 
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for three years. He was then ap¬ 
pointed assistant United States mar¬ 
shal, under Marshal De Vail, and re¬ 
mained in office two years, resigning 
the position then in order to embark 
in the hardware business in Charles¬ 
ton, a good opening presenting itself 
at that time. General Burlew has 
given Charleston a first-class store, 
carrying every line of hardware goods 
and si)ecialties, and has made that city 
a center for that line of trade in the 
central section of the State. In ad¬ 
dition, he is part owner and the man¬ 
ager of the Burlew Opera House, is 
president of the Daily Mail Publishing 
Company, and vice-])resident of the 
South Side Improvement Company. 

In 1863 (ieneral Burlew enlisted 
for service in the War of the Rel>ellion 
in Company C, ij6th Reg., New York 
Vol. Inf., in which he served two vears. 
At Harper’s Ferry he was made a 
prisoner although he was soon paroled. 
During (ieorge \\'. .Atkinson’s ad¬ 
ministration, he served as colonel on 
his staflf and later as general on the 
staff of (jovernor A. B. White. 

In 1887 (ieneral Burlew was mar¬ 
ried to Elizabeth Rand, who is .a 
daughter of William Rand and a de¬ 
scendant of an old A’irginia family. 
She is a member of the Alethodist 
Episcopal Church, South. In political 


conviction, our subject is a stanch Re¬ 
publican. Fraternally he is prominent 
in the different branches of Masonrv, 
belonging to blue Icxlge, chapter, com- 
mandery, and Beni-Kedem Temple, of 
the Mvstic Shrine. 

0 



GARVEY LEONARD COPELAND, M. D. 

(iAkVEV LEONARD COPE¬ 
LAND, M. 1 )., a successful medical 
practitioner at Parsons, Tucker Coun¬ 
ty, W est Virginia, was l)orn in 1874. 
in Forrest Countv. Peiinsvlvania. and 

W 9 

is a son of Daniel V. and Rachel 
(Connely) Co])eland. l)oth of wh(^m 
were also lK)rn in hA)rrest Countv. 

9 

Daniel F. Copeland, the father of 
our subject, was l)orn in 1845. 
follows the trade of millwright. In 


72.6 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


politics he is a Republican. Our sub¬ 
ject’s mother was born in 1847. 
the parental family are five children,— 
three sons and two daughters. 

Dr. Copeland was given an excel¬ 
lent common school education and com¬ 
pleted his medical course at the Uni¬ 
versity College of Medicine, at Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia, in 1901, after a stay 
of three years. He located at Parsons 
and his medical and surgical ability 
have brought him into prominence not 
only with the public, but also with the 
profession. 

On January i, 1903, Dr. Cope¬ 
land was united in marriage with Cora 
Graham, who was born in Denver, 
Colorado. Mrs. Copeland is a mem¬ 
ber of the Methodist Church. 


GEORGE SILAS WEST, M. D., 

a practicing physician at Parsons, 
Tucker County, West Virginia, was 
born in Turkey, in 1867, and is a son 
of Dr. Henry S. and Lottie (Tontz) 
West. 

Dr. Henrv S. West, who was born 
in New York, near Bringhamton, was 
an eminent physician of that city, and 
was selected by the American Board of 
Foreign Missions, connected with the 
Presbyterian Church, as one of its rep¬ 
resentative physicians in the Turkish 
field. In 1859 he assumed the duties 


of that position and faithfully per¬ 
formed them until his death, in 1876, 
at the age of 49 years. During his 
residence in the United States, he was 
politically identified with the Republi¬ 
can party. In religious faith he \vas a 
Presbvterian. The mother of our sub- 
ject was born in 1838 near Bingham¬ 
ton, New York, and still survives, mak¬ 
ing her home with her son George S. 
She is a consistent and active member 
of the Presbyterian Church at Parsons. 

Dr. George Silas West was one of 
a family of seven children, consisting 
of five sons and two daughters. He 
came to the United States at the age of 
nine years, after his father’s death in 
1876. His higher education was sec¬ 
ured at Princeton College, where he 
was graduated in 1890, and his medical 
education at the University of Pennsyl¬ 
vania at Philadephia, which institution 
he entered in 1893 and was graduated 
in 1897. From the latter date to 1899 
he was assistant to Dr. O. H. Huff¬ 
man. In 1899 he began individual 
practice at Springfield, West V’^irginia, 
where he remained until 1903, when 
he opened an office at Parsons, where 
he is building up a large and lucrative 
practice. Dr. West keeps in touch 
with medical movements and discover¬ 
ies all over the world, and belongs to 
the Tri-State Medical Societv of West 
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Virginia, Kentucky and Ohio, and is 
also a member of the Tucker County 
Medical Society. He is the examiner 
for a number of life insurance com¬ 
panies. 

Although Dr. West was nine years 
of age l^efore he ever saw the Ameri¬ 
can home of his parents, he is a good 
American in every fiber, and, like his 
father, is identified with the Republi¬ 
can party. His religious connection 
is with the Presbvterian Church. 



HENRY DRURV HATFIELD. M. O. 


HENRY DRURY HATFIELD, 
M. D. Eckman, McDowell County, 
has in Dr. Hatfield a physician and 
surgeon of marked ability and thor- 
ough professional education. He has 


l)een a resident of that place since 1900. 
Dr. Hatfield was born in 1872 at Lo¬ 
gan Court House, Logan County. 
West Virginia, and is a son of Iilias 
and Elizal)eth (Chaffins) Hatfield. 
l3oth natives of Logan County. 

Elias Hatfield was lK)rn in 1841 at 
Logan Court House and still resides 
there. He served through the Civil 
War under Col. A. (i. Greenway, and 
had an excellent record. In jK)litics 
he is a Democrat and fraternally he is 
an Odd Fellow. Both he and his wife 
are members of the Baptist Church, 
'riie mother of Dr. Hatfield was l>orn 
in 1843. Four sons and one daugh¬ 
ter were lK)rn to our subject’s parents, 
namelv: Greenwav W., sheriff of Min- 
go County, W’est \'irginia; Wayne 
\\'., a prominent physician at Chicago, 
Illinois; an infant deceased; Edna, and 
Henry Drury, our subject. 

Dr. Hatfield obtained his education 
in the common schiH)ls at I^)gan Court 
House and at I'ranklin College; the 
latter institution he entered at the age 
of 16 years and graduated from it four 
years later, having completed the sci¬ 
entific course. In 1890 he entered the 
Universitv of Kentuckv at Louis- 

0 0 

ville, and in 1893 graduated in med¬ 
icine and surgery. He located for 
practice at Matewan. Mingo County, 
West \"irginia, and remained there 
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four years, as division surgeon for the 
Norfolk & Western Railway. He 
then located at Eckinan, McDowell 
County, where he has become inter¬ 
ested in various business enterprises 
and has become well known and appre¬ 
ciated as an able practitioner. He has 
taken four post-graduate courses at 
the New York Polyclinic; one at the 
New York Post-Graduate; one at the 

^ I 

Philadelphia Polyclinic and belongs to 
the various medical associations of the 
State of West Virginia. He occupies 
many very responsible positions; is 
president of the West Virginia Min- ; 

4 

er's Hospital, No. i, at Welch, being ' 
at present surgeon in chief; a member | 
of the International Association of ' 
Railway Surgeons; local surgeon for 
the Norfolk & Western Railway; 
physician and surgeon for the Pulaski 
Iron Company; physician and surgeon 
for the Empire Coal & Coke Com¬ 
pany ; physician and surgeon for the 
Bottom Creek Coal & Coke Company; 
and occupies a similar relation to the 
Tide Water and the Big Four Coal & 
Coke companies. 

On March 27. 1895, Dr. Hatfield 
was united in marriage to South Car¬ 
olina Bronson, who was born in Ken¬ 
tucky. They have a little daughter, 
Hazel. Mrs. Hatfield is a member of 
the Methodist Church. Fraternallv 


the Doctor is connected with the ad¬ 
vanced Masonic bodies, the Elks and 
the Odd Fellows. 



CHARLES A. SMITH. 

# 

CHARLES A. SMITH, an at¬ 
torney-at-law of Parkersburg, whose 
portrait accompanies this .sketch, has 
been a member of the Wood Countv 
bar since 1895. untiring eflforts 

have built up a large and lucrative 
practice which has every promise of 
future permanency. He was born 
February 14, 1869, St. Valentine's 

Day, in Wood County, West V’irginia, 
and is a son of Benjamin Smith and 
grandson of Hilander Smith. 

Hilander Smith removed with a 


MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 


729 


brother from the Shenandoah Valley 
of Virginia to the Aug^ista district 
early in the 19th century, and together 
they secured large tracts of land. 

Benjamin Smith was born in 
Wood County when it was known as 
a part of the West Augusta district, 
and died in November, 1889, at the 
of 57 years. The mother of 
Charles A. Smith, whose name before 
marriage was Rebecca Watkins, was 
lx)rn in the Susquehanna Valley, Penn¬ 
sylvania; her parents, with two chil¬ 
dren, removed to Wood County, Vir¬ 
ginia, now West Virginia, about 1850. 
She died in 1899, 

years. Her brother Francis resides in 
Jackson County, West Virginia. 

Charles A. Smith who is one of 
several children born to his parents, 
remained at home until the age of 19 
years when he began teaching school. 
During the six terms in this profes¬ 
sion, he utilized all his spare moments 
in the study of the law, deciding to 
make that his life work. AlxDut 1890 
he acquired proficiency as a telegraph 
operator and for some months was in 
the employ of the Ohio River Rail¬ 
road Company. In 1893 he devoted 
his attention entirely to his legal 
studies, in the office of Daniel E. John¬ 
son, and on December 30, 1895, he was 
admitted to the bar and practiced with 


Mr. Johnson until April 28, 1897, 
when he opened an office for himself. 
Mr. Smith has abstained from poli¬ 
tics, even refusing a proffered nomi¬ 
nation as a member of the House of 
Delegates which would have been 
ecjuivalent to his election in 1902. In 
his profession he turns his attention 
entirely to civil business, making some¬ 
thing of a specialty of chancery work. 
His first speech before a jury occupied 
two hours and he won his case, his 
success bringing him many hearty 
congratulations from older members 
of the bar. He is most comfortably 
and conveniently located in com¬ 
modious quarters on Court Square, 
Parkersburg. Religiously Mr. Smith 
belongs to the First Presbyterian 
Church. Fraternally he is associated 
with the Modern Woodmen of 
America. 


ROBERT W. HAZLETT, M. D., 

deceased, was a distinguished physi¬ 
cian and surgeon of Wheeling, West 
Virginia, for more than 45 years. He 
was one of the most prominent resi¬ 
dents of the city, and at different times 
held many offices of public trust. He 
was lx)ni at Washington, Pennsylva¬ 
nia, April 26, 1828, and was a son of 
Samuel and Sarah Hazlett. His father 
moved from Connecticut to Washing- 
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ton, Pennsylvania, early in the 19th 
century, and there conducted a bank¬ 
ing business. 

Dr. Hazlett attended Washington 
College during his youth but because 
of illness did not graduate with his 
class. He was a cotemporary student 
with the illustrious James G. Blaine. 
Subsequently he was given the degree 
of A. M. by the trustees of the college. 
In early life he was quite an artist, and 
prepared many illustrations and speci¬ 
mens for the medical lectures of Dr. 
King. He determined upon medicine 
as his profession, and in the early ‘‘for¬ 
ties” went to Wheeling and read medi¬ 
cine under Drs. Clemens and Cum¬ 
mins. He then attended Jefferson 
Medical College at Philadelphia, from 
which he graduated in the spring of 
1851, returning to that institution the 
following winter for a post-graduate 
course. He later located in Wheeling 
and practiced until the winter of 1857- 
58, when his health required the relin¬ 
quishment of his practice. He wan¬ 
dered over the hills of W^est Virginia, 
at the same time making a rough geo¬ 
logical examination of the coal fields 
of counties east of the Appalachian 
Range. During this time he located, 
and had the supervisicm of drilling, the 
first oil well in what is now West Vir¬ 
ginia, the oil strike causing much ex¬ 


citement throughout the United States. 
He also found a peculiar and apparent¬ 
ly inexhaustible stratum of coal at 
Ritchie. His health having improved 
greatly, he returned to Wheeling and 
practiced his profession for a short 
time. At the outbreak of the Civil 
War, he entered the service as surgeon 
of the 2nd Reg., Virginia Vol. Inf., l)e- 
ing commissioned in June, 1861. In 
the fall of 1862 he was appointed sur¬ 
geon of Latham’s independent brigade, 
and in 1863 he resigned and was ap¬ 
pointed one of the surgeons of the 
United States general hospital at Graf¬ 
ton, West Virginia. He was later 
commissioned by the Secretary of War 
as surgeon of the lx>ard of enrollment 
of the first district of West \^irginia. 
He saw much fighting during the war, 
and participated in many engagements, 
among them being the l>attles of Mon¬ 
terey, McDowell, Cross Keys, Cedar 
Mountain, Waterloo, White Sulphur 
Springs, Warrenton, Freeman's Ford, 
Second Bull Run, Centerville, and 
Chantilly. 

At the cl(>se of the war, Dr. Hazlett 
resumed practice at Wdieeling and was 
most successful. He served as presi¬ 
dent of the city and county medical 
societies, and twice declined the nomi¬ 
nation for the presidency of the State 
Medical Society. In 1893, however, 
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he was unanimously elected to that 
office, and presided that year at the 
meeting at Berkeley Springs. He 
served in the City Council and as mem¬ 
ber of the Board of Education, and for 
more than 20 years was examining sur¬ 
geon for pensions for the United States 
government. At the time of his death 
he was a meml)er of the Chaml)er of 
Commerce, and was largely interested 
in many manufacturing and business 
enterprises. He was a director of the 
National Bank of West X^irginia at 
Wheeling, and also of the W heeling & 
Belmont Bridge Company. He retired 
from active practice alxmt 1880, and 
died in 189^). Many fitting tributes 
were paid and resolutions passed by 
the various medical societies and other 
organizati(jns of W'heeling, and a fine 
biographical sketch of his life was pre- 
))ared by Dr. Jepson of Wdieeling. 
His family residence was at No. 921 
Main street, where his widow and chil¬ 
dren now reside.. He and his wife had 
four sons and one daughter, namely: 
Howard, president of the Mutual Sav¬ 
ings Bank, and a stock broker, with 
his office on 12th street: Samuel, as¬ 
sistant cashier of the People's Bank, 
W'heeling; Edward, a member of the 
firm of Lewis & Hazlett, iron brokers, 
with offices in the City Bank Building: 


Robert, a record of whose life follows 
this sketch; and Catherine, who is liv¬ 
ing at home. 

Robert Hazlett, who is now serv¬ 
ing his third term in the capacity of 
county engineer of Ohio County, has 
attained high rank in civil engineering. 
He was born in W heeling in 1863, was 
graduated from the public schools of 
this city in 1880, and then prepared for 
college at Linsly Institute. In 1883 he 
entered the Ohio State University, 
from which he was graduated in 1887, 
with the degree of C. E. He returned 
to Wheeling, where his first work was 
as assistant engineer on the Southern 
f’ennsvlvania & Ohio Railwav, from 
Wheeling to Bowerston, Ohio. He 
was thus employed for one year, after 
which he was draughtsman, and later 
first assistant engineer, for the Wdieel- 
ing Bridge & Terminal Railway Com¬ 
pany. He had charge of the construc¬ 
tion of the steel viaduct of the north 
terminal at Martin's Ferrv, and also 
of the Chapline Hill Tunnel. After 
their completion he went to Washing¬ 
ton, 1 ). C., and assumed charge of the 
construction of the bridge across the 
Potomac River, and the building of the 
electric railway to Arlington Cemetery. 
He then went to New York City and 
was associated with Job AblK)tt, a 
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prominent civil engineer, who had pre¬ 
viously been consulting engineer at 
Wheeling. While with him, Mr. Haz- 
lett made plans for the construction of 
200 miles of railroad, and also of sta¬ 
tion buildings for the Bangor & Aroos¬ 
took Railroad, in Maine. He returned 
to Wheeling in 1895, and entered a 
copartnership with Gilhner Brown, C. 
E., which continued until 1899, when 
Mr. Brown returned to Boston. Dur¬ 
ing the existence of this firm they built 
the water works system, including the 
plant and mains, and t)ie masonry res¬ 
ervoir for the Suburban Light & Wa¬ 
ter Company. They then built the 
Wheeling & Suburban Railway from 
Elm Grove to Triadelphia, and later, 
the Wheeling & Elm Grove Railroad, 
with double tracks. They built the 
Parkersburg Electric Railway at Park¬ 
ersburg, West Virginia (including the 
erection of the power-house), one of 
the finest lines in the State. Since the 
dissolution of the partnership, Mr. 
Hazlett has been chief engineer of the 
Fairmont & Clarksburg Electric Rail¬ 
way, which has 30 miles of track, and 
built a part of the track in Fairmont 
and Clarksburg. He resigned this po¬ 
sition January i, 1501, and since then 
has been chief engineer of the Wheel¬ 
ing & W'ellsburg electric line, which 


has 16 miles of track. He succeeded 
A. S. Bell as county engineer of Ohio 
County, and is now serving his third 
term in that capacity. He has had 
charge of 200 miles of road in the 
countv, and also of the construction of 
38 steel bridges, which are rapidly re¬ 
placing the old wooden ones. Three 
years ago, at the suggestion of Mr. 
Hazlett, the Board of County Com¬ 
missioners began grading and paving 
the National Pike. His duties a> 
county engineer require a considerable 
portion of his time, but he occupies 
himself mostly with designing and con¬ 
struction work. In 1896 he bee line 
a member of the American Societv of 
Civil Engineers. In politics, he is a 
Republican, and is a member of the 
City Council from the Second Ward, 
and a member of the committee on or¬ 
dinances. He is an officer of the West 
Virginia Humane Society, an organi¬ 
zation which exerts a great power for 
good, the originator and president be¬ 
ing Mrs. John K. List. His father. 
Dr. Robert W. Hazlett, in his will left 
a goodly sum of money to diflferent 
charities, including the Wheeling and 
City hospitals and the Y. M. C. A. 
Mr. Hazlett resides at the old home at 
No. 921 Main street, with his mother 
and sister. 
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O. LAYOEN. 

D. LAYDKX, one of the ol.lest 
residents and a prominent and sub¬ 
stantial citizen of Marmet, Kanawha 
County, West Virginia, largely inter¬ 
ested in coal developing and other en¬ 
terprises, was born in 1844 in Ireland. 
He is a son of Dominic Lyme and 
Bridget (Hagerty) Layden, botli of 
whom spent their lives in Ireland. 

In his own home our subject was 
thoroughly educated by his mother, 
who was a woman of superior qualifi¬ 
cations, and by her was taught the 
languages, which for some years 
brought him large means and ample 
chance to visit almost all parts of the 
world. Through her instruction he 
was able to fill the position of inter¬ 


preter for a firm that dealt in cattle and 

I 

in his line of work he visited 17 differ¬ 
ent countries, including Australia, the 
W'est Indies, America, South Africi 
and .\sia. Mr. Layden speaks seven 
different languages. 

On April 13. 1863. Mr. Layden 
landed in the city of New York and 
for some time was located at Scranton, 
I Pennsylvania. In 1865 he settled at 
I Malden, on the Kanawha River, in 
W'est \nrginia, and in 1870 he moved 
to Brownstown, a town that is now 
known cas Marir.et. In 1867 he 
moved to Charleston where he en¬ 
gaged in merchandising. Later when 
he located at Marmet there were 
but nine houses in the village and the 

C i 

one store was kept by Henry P. CLri.e. 
!n 1870 he embarked there in a gener i 
mercantile business and h: s ]>ecn int :r- 
ested in almost all of the leading bu - 
iness enterprises of the place. He is a 
very large land owner and has dealt 
largely in the same and for the past 2 3 
years has operated his own coal mine^. 
Mr. Layden is the largest tax p^yer 
in the town which he has so materially 
helped to develop. W hen he went 
there, almost as a pioneer, the Chesa¬ 
peake & Ohio Railway had not b:e:i 
cf)mmenced. 

In 1870 Mr. Layden was united i?i 
marriage with Mary Higgins, who was 
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born in Alleghany County, Virginia, 
and lo children have been born to 
them, nine of whom still survive. Mr. 
Layden is widely known and most 
highly esteemed. In politics he has al¬ 
ways been a Democrat. 



IRA CLAY HICKS. M. O. 

JRA CLAY HICKS, M. D., a 

prominent physician and surgeon of 
Hurricane, Putnam County, West Vir¬ 
ginia, was l>orn in that county in June, 
1868, and is a son of B. D. and Selina 
(Hanshaw) Hicks. 

B. D. Hicks is a substantial farmer 
now residing near Winfield, in Put¬ 
nam County. In political belief he is 
a Republican. He has been a member 
from early youth of the Methodist 


Church, of which his^wife was also a 
member. Mrs. Hicks passed away 
January 9, 1895, 46 years. There 

were 10 children lx)rn to the parents 
of our subject, the nine survivors be¬ 
ing: Dr. I. Clay; W. K.; Dr. W. D.; 
Irene; Dr. Charles F.; James O., a 
medical student; Oliver E.; Marietta; 
and I. R. L. 

Dr. Ira Clay Hicks was educated 
in the common and select schools of 
Putnam County and in Marshall Col¬ 
lege, and then was engaged in teach¬ 
ing school for about six years. The 
last teachers certificate that he .se¬ 
cured was the l)est given in the county, 
being ba.sed on the general average of 
100 per cent, that he secured in the 
teachers’ examinations. He also acted 
for a short time as lx)okkeeper and 
postmaster at Lorraine, \Vest \’ir- 
ginia. He had, however, decided upon 
a medical career and had prepared for 
medical college by a year’s reading un¬ 
der the able instruction of Dr. A. M. 
Spangler, of Winifrede, West \’ir- 
ginia. In 1893 entered the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons at Balti¬ 
more, Maryland, and after taking two 
courses of lectures, passed the exami¬ 
nation of the State Board in 1895, 
and located at Hurricane, Putnam 
('ountv, which has been his field of 
practice ever since. After practicing 
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two years he re-entered the said col¬ 
lege and was graduated from that in¬ 
stitution in 1898. He took a special 
course in ojjerative surgery under Dr. 
Charles F. Blake, of Baltimore, in 
1897-98. He took special work on 
diseases of women in the City Hos¬ 
pital of Baltimore, under Dr. Gardner, 
in T897, and work under Dr. F. Dyer 
Sanger on diseases of children, in the 
Nursery & Child’s Hospital in Balti¬ 
more in 1898. In 1901 he took a 
post-graduate course at Johns Hopkins 
University at Baltimore, under Drs. 
Osier and Kelley and assistants. In 
1902 he t(x>k ix)st-graduate work on 
diseases of women and children and 
in surgery in the College of Physi¬ 
cians and Surgeons and special opera¬ 
tive work in surgery under Dr. Mc- 
Neer, of Johns Hopkins Hospit¬ 
al. In 1903 he took another 
post graduate course at the Col¬ 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, 
similar to the one he took in 1902, 
also making a study of surgical anat¬ 
omy and operative surgery under Dr. 
McXeer, a professor of Maryland 
Medical College and assistant pathol¬ 
ogist of Johns Hopkins Hospital, of 
Baltimore. Dr. Hicks is a meml)er of 
the Tri-State Medical Society of West 
Virginia, Kentucky and Ohio and of 
the American Medical Association, 


and is also a member of the Interna¬ 
tional Ass(Kiation of Railway Sur¬ 
geons. He has l)een examining sur¬ 
geon for the United States pension 
examiners and since 1900 has been 
local surgeon for the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Railway Company. Dr. Hicks 
is a Republican and served four years 
as county assessor. In the county con¬ 
vention he was nominated on the first 
ballot over his five op|X)nents. and at 
the sul>seqnent election was the only 
man elected on his ticket,—he was only 
24 years of age at that time. He is a 
member of Lebanon Lodge, No. 68, 
A. F. & A. M., of Milton, West Vir- 
ginia. 

In 1895 Dr. Hicks was married to 
Helen Diddell, who was lx)m in Wini- 
frede, Kanawha County, West Vir¬ 
ginia. One child, Xilpha, was lx)rn 
May 31, 1897, to the D(x:tor and wife. 
Dr. Hicks is well established in Hurri¬ 
cane and counts many friends and en¬ 
joys a liberal amount of public pat¬ 
ronage. 

W. D. Hicks, M. D., brother of 
Dr. Hicks, mentioned above, was edu¬ 
cated in the common sch(K)ls, taught 
school and read medicine under his 
brother’s guidance. At the end of one 
year of study, he entered upon his 
first year of medical college work in 
the medical department of the Uni- 
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versity of Kentucky at Louisville, spent 
his second year at the Kentucky School 
of Medicine, and later attended the 
Maryland Medical College at Bilti- 
more, taking special work in surgery 
under Dr. R. L. McNeer, from which 
institution he graduated with honors 
in 1902, having practiced one year pre¬ 
viously. He located at Henderson 
and has ever since been active!v en- 
gaged in the practice of his profession. 
In 1903 Dr. \^^ D. Hicks took a post¬ 
graduate course in the College of Phy¬ 
sicians and Surgeons, Baltimore, and 
special work in surgery under Dr. Mc- 
N eer. 


CHARLES F. BRANDFASS, a 

well known business man of W'heeling, 
West Virginia, is president and gen¬ 
eral manager of the Brandfass Tobac¬ 
co Company, which occupies a three- 
story building at No. 1316 Water 
street. He has been a resident of 
\Vhceling since 1863, and is a man 
who has achieved success in business, 
wholly through his own efforts. 

Mr. Brandfass was born in Europe 
in 1851. and was but a child when his 
father died. In i860 his mother moved 
to Wheeling. Ohio County, Virginia, 
now West \'irginia, where two of his 
brothers also live at the present time, 
namely: Henry, a carpenter; and 


William, an engineer. A third broth¬ 
er, August, was a farmer and is now 
living in retirement at Brilliant, Ohio. 
Chalres F. Brandfass worked as a 
farm hand until 1863, in Ohio County, 
and also in Jefferson County, Ohio, 
and afterward served as bell boy at the 
McLure House for a year. He then 
returned to the country for a short 
time, and later commenced to learn 
the trade of a cigar maker. He spent 
seven years on the cigar bench, a part 
of the time being spent in the employ 
of Mr. Seamon. In 1874, he entered 
the cigar manufacturing business as a 
member of the firm of Muhn & Brand¬ 
fass, at the corner of Main and 14th 
streets. This partnership was dis¬ 
solved in 1897, a nephew succeeJing 
Charles F. as a member of the firm. 
Mr. Brandfass then organized the 
Brandfass Tobacco Company, which 
deals exclusively in leaf tobacco. The 
company was at once incorporated as a 
stock company with Charles F. Brand¬ 
fass as president and general manager, 
and Ed. Muhn as secretary. They do 
a packing and jobbing business, buying 
mainly from the growers of Connecti¬ 
cut, Pennsylvania, New York, Wis¬ 
consin, Ohio and Kentucky, for the 
cigar trade. They are also distribut¬ 
ors for Cuban and Sumatra tobacco 
which they buy of importers. The 
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traveling representatives of the firm 
cover the usual jobbing territory of 
Wheeling wholesale houses, including 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia 
and a part of Maryland. Under the 
efficient management of Mr. Brand- 
fass, the business of the firm has flour¬ 
ished and is one of the leaders in this 
line. He is also a director of the Wheel¬ 
ing Title & Trust Company and the 
West Virginia Tobacco Company. 

Mr. Brandfass was united in mar¬ 
riage with Mary Wiedebusch, and has 
eight children, as follows: Lottie: 
Sophia; Carrie; Minnie; Alma; Ade- 
lia; Marie; and Carl. They reside 
at No. io 8*/2 14th street, where he 
owns a very comfortable home. From 
1870 to 1887, he was actively interest¬ 
ed in music, and was instrumental in 
organizing the Opera House Orches¬ 
tra. of which he was manager for three 
years. He is a member of the Arion 
Association, and has been a member of 
the Turner Gymnastic Association 
since he was 21 years of age. He was 
elected one of three members of the 
City Water Board in 1900-1901, the 
other members being Messrs. Butts and 
Lindsay. He is a Democrat, and 
served in the City Council one term in 
the “eighties.*’ Fraternally, he is a 
member of Ohio V^alley Lodge, No. 31, 
K. of P., and has l:)een for six vears. 

9 


He has been a member of the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen for 10 
years, served through the chairs of the 
subordinate lodge, and was then elect¬ 
ed grand receiver of the Grand Lodge. 
During several years past, he has been 
a member of the finance committee of 
the Grand Lodge. He was formerly 
a member of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. 



DE LANIEL LEE YOST. B. S.. M. D.. M. E. 

DK LANIEL LEE YOST, B. S., 

M. D., M. E., the subject of this sketch, 
who is a leading physician and surgeon 
of Fairmont, West \^irginia, prefers 
that we refer to ancestral achievements 
and history than to personal endeavors. 
We find no more interesting study in 
heredity than the evidence: that to be 
well born gpves a force of character 
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and energy that no amount of cultiva¬ 
tion can give the less fortunate. 

The paternal great-grandfather, 
John Yost, came to the American Col¬ 
onies from Bavaria, Germany, tefore 
the Revolution, and soon after landing 
in New York married a young woman 
from Holland, ‘Katie Suuiche, whom 
he met on board ship en route here from 
the Fatherland. While living in Eliza¬ 
beth, New Jersey, he joined the Co¬ 
lonial Army, fought against the Brit¬ 
ish during the long Revolutionary 
War, and many incidents have been 
related in history that concerned the 
commands of which he was a member 
in their operations alx)ut Trenton. 
After the war, they trekked across :he 
Alleghanies by way of Cumberland 
station, on the old Braddock Road, 
finally locating near Indian Creek, 
where they homesteaded valuable 
lands. There John Yost died and was 
buried about 1815. There were seven 
sons in the family,—Henry, John, 
Aaron, William, Peter, Jacob and Da¬ 
vid, the grandfather of Dr. Yost,— 
and five were born at the new home. 
This was in the day of disputed front¬ 
iers against savage beasts of the forest 
and the still more savage aborigines. 

David Yost, our subject’s grand¬ 
father, homesteaded nearly 1000 acres 
of forest land at the head of Pawpaw 


Creek, the present site of the thrifty 
inland town of Fairview and the pres¬ 
ent center of the oil field’s wealth and 
new coal industries. At the time of 
the second war with England, grants 
were made good by paying back taxes 
on patents that had l^een many years 
neglected and much of the land, 
through this procedure, cost less than 
$1.50 an acre. From trading stock 
and trapping, the money was saved. 
There were many incidents of overland 
trips afoot through the forests, with 
silver wearing and chafing in the pock¬ 
ets on his person, to make payments 
on his land at Morgantown, then the 
only ])ost office and the only place 
where there were record offices in that 
section since Virginia was a colony. 
No greater evidence of hardihood and 
indefatigable will and industry could 
be shown than the life and accomplish¬ 
ments of this sturdy, temperate man. 
He was born in 1799 and died in 1856 
from typhoid fever. From his mar¬ 
riage there resulted 11 children, some 
of whom are still living, past 86, in 
the West. Of the sons, James Yost 
died recently at 84; Jehu D. and Nich¬ 
olas were both practitioners of l)otanic 
medicine. 

Fielding H. Yost, the youngest son 
of David Yost, and father of our sub¬ 
ject, was born August 4, 1827. He 
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wrsis the idol of his parents in their 
declining years. He was given every 
advantage of education, was favored 
with private tutors, and attended Rec¬ 
tor College in 1846-47, then one of the 
most noted schools of the section. 
He was remembered in that day for 
his fascinating oratory and patriotism 
in his speeches, at the musters of mi¬ 
litia for the Mexican War with com- 
panics organized by his brother. Dr. 
Jehu D. ^^)st. His devotion to the 
good and uplifting of the communi¬ 
ties made him prominent in the organi¬ 
zation of the Sons of Temperance, the 
Sundav-school work, and the first 
lodge of Freemasonry in Fairmont. 
He was devoted to the practice of med¬ 
icine and was intensely in earnest in 
his support of the new school of re¬ 
forms then coming up against the 
heroic, antiphlogistic and dejjleting 
effects of murcury, blue mass, anti¬ 
mony, blood-letting, etc., then the prev¬ 
alent system of treating diseases. 
After several years of association with 
his brothers in the practice, he gradu¬ 
ated with the degree of M. D., from 
the Eclectic Medical Institute, Cincin¬ 
nati, in i860. In the war between the 
States, he took the side of Virginia’s 
defense, and was made a surgeon in 
Lee's army, and was a personal asso¬ 
ciate of (Jeneral Lee in camp in the 


early part of 1861; he took charge of 
the field hospital at Monterey, Vir¬ 
ginia, and there served both Federals 
and Confederates, was captured, served 
in prison, was afterward neutral 
throughout the remainder of the war, 
and taught submission and forgiveness 
at the fateful end of that then neces¬ 
sary struggle. From 1864 to 1867 he 
was located at Morgantown in prac¬ 
tice, being sought from far and near 
for his skilled services in surgical oper¬ 
ations, performing laparotomy and 
lithotomy for abscess and for stone, 
in the days when but little was known 
of antiseptics, more than the need for 
absolute cleanliness. Many who were 
living 30 years after his death owed 
the prolongation of their lives to his 
skill. He died May 13, 1872 in the 
time of his brilliant achievements. 
His services were sought even during 
the two years when he was stricken 
with paralysis of the throat, affecting 
speech, though he would write from a 
clear brain and fertile mind for the 
many that came from afar for advice 
from this source of fruitful knowledge. 
Personally, his was a life of gen- 
I ius, overwork and sincere and unsel¬ 
fish devotion to the service of needful 
humanity. 

In appearance, the late Dr. Fielding 
H. Yost was a man of medium stature, 
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straight and wiry as an athlete; his 
commanding though gentle bearing 
was magnetic and inspiring to the 
sick and the distressed. He had dark 
wavy hair, long beard, high forehead, 
soft yet piercing blue-gray eyes that 
met yours in language that pierced 
deeper than words and inspired sin¬ 
cerity of a friend, especially those in 
need. 

Such a forceful intellect and fer¬ 
tile mind, with such integrity and de¬ 
votion to hard work, burn out vitality 
in rays of genius, live years in a day, 
dying young, and their achievements 
live after them as an inspiration to 
those whose like ambition is to excell 
and be proficient. 

Dr. Fielding H. Yost was married 
May 19, 1851, to Melinda A. Jones, 
who still survives him, and is now liv¬ 
ing at the old homestead in Marion 
County, West Virginia, hale and 
sprightly at the age of 72. Her grand¬ 
father, Josq)h Jones, after serving 
three years in the War of 1812, un¬ 
der General Harri.son, removed to Vir¬ 
ginia from his home in New Jersey. 
Joseph Jones' uncle served for seven 
years in the Revolutionary War. Her 
father, John Jones, kept an old land¬ 
mark inn at Pleasant Valley, a famous 
resort in the historic days of wagon 
trains and stage coaches on the old 


State Road, long before the Baltimore 
& Ohio route was surveyed across the 
Alleghanies. 

The father’s mantle has fallen on 
two of his sons, and on the same home¬ 
stead, from which six others of the 
family name and three generations 
have entered the ranks of the same 
profession, was born De Laniel Lee 
Yost, November 7. 1861, the second 
son of a family of three girls and five 
boys. Born under such favorable 



FIELDING H. YOST. B. S.. M. D. 

heredity and ample patrimony and pro¬ 
visions for education in the will left by 
his father, he was expected to follow 
with advantage the profession of med¬ 
icine, business virtually awaiting him. 
He attended the State Normal School 
at Fairmont and the State Univer- 
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sity at Morgantown, and graduated 
with the degree of B. S. from Cen¬ 
tral College, Danville, Indiana, in 
1886. He finished hi? medical course 
at Indianapolis in the Eclectic Med¬ 
ical College, in 1888, in which city he 
located in the practice of medicine, 
later getting the advantages of post¬ 
graduate courses. He practiced six 
years at Fairview, the old homestead, 
with profit, assuming all responsibility 
incident to medicine and surgery in 
an active oil town. He took up the 
further study of hi? profession in 
1893 in the Post-Graduate School of 
Philadelphia, and in 1894 at the Post- 
Graduate School of New York. In 
1895 he accepted the chair of eclectic 
theory and practice of medicine in the 
new American Medical College, Indi¬ 
anapolis, and the same chair in 1896 
in the L'niversity of Medicine in that 
city, taking advantage of the ample 
clinic and hospital work in the other 
post-graduate schools there. With the 
rest and recuperation, thus derived, he 
returned to \\’’est Virginia and located 
at Fairmont in 1898, in the special 
practice of medicine limited to chronic 
diseases. His practice is limited to of¬ 
fice consultation, and he rarely does 
any visiting, except in cases of emer¬ 
gency or when called to consult with 
other physicians. His office at No. 225 


Jefferson street is thronged at all hours 
of the day with patients; Dr. Yost of¬ 
ten prescribes for as many as 50 a day, 
but his record is 84. He still holds a 
chair in the Eclectic Medical College, 
and goes to Indianapolis each winter 
from now on for the work. 

By strict integrity, untiring ener¬ 
gy and devotion he has built up anil 
now enjoys a large practice that ex¬ 
tends over several counties. His 
sources of information from almost 
every science, of men, mind and affairs 
of the world, makes him lil>eral, pro¬ 
ficient and independent of sect, and 
gives him the confidence of all associ¬ 
ates and the business that he deserves. 
He was among the first to see the un¬ 
folding advantages of Fairmont’s de- 
velopmait and future, was wise in 
his investments, erecting several resi¬ 
dence properties and a luxuriously 
appointed home, and was the pioneer 
in that city of the idea of resident flats. 
A five-story, pressed brick and stone, 
modern structure, recently erected by 
him on Main avenue, is a monument 
to his ambition, energ>' and integrity. 

Dr. Yost is liberal in church and 
State, is social, modest and unassum- 
ing, whom to know you are assured of 
his utterly unselfish life and intense 
liberality of mind. 

On May 21, 1890, Dr. Yost was 
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married to Rose D. Youst, only claugh- 

4 

ter of the late Dr. Joriah Youst, of an¬ 
other branch of the Yost family, of 
the fifth remove, to which happy un¬ 
ion two children have been born,—a 
son, Ernest Lee, now 12 years of age 
and a student in the Staunton Military 
Academy of Staunton, Virginia, and 
a daughter, who died a year old. We 
have found no more hospitible home, 
void of vanity or sham, where a wel¬ 
come is immediately felt. He is a 
member of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows; the Encampment; and 
the Uniform Rank of the Knights of 
Pvthias. He is an ex-member of the 
Indiana Eclectic Medical Association, 
and member of the Indianapolis Eclec¬ 
tic Medical Society and of the Indian¬ 
apolis Academy of Medicine. He is a 
member of the West Virginia, State 
Eclectic Medical Association and Am¬ 
erican Association of Physicians and 
Surgeons. He is also a member of the 
New York Institute of Anthropolog)^ 
Chicago Society of Psychological Re¬ 
search, and the National Medico-Legal 
Society in the study of criminology 
and heredity. 


ABRAHAM F. PHILLIPS, de¬ 
puty sheriff of Tucker County and a 
prominent politician, was lx)rn in 1869, 


in Tucker County, West Virginia, and 
is a son of Moses and Lamari Phillips. 

Moses Phillips was born in Ran¬ 
dolph County, V^'irginia, now \\"est 
Virginia, and died in 1893, at the age 
of 64, after a long and useful life. For 
a period he was a member of the Coun¬ 
ty Court and a justice of the peace. By 
occupation he was a farmer. In poli¬ 
tics he was a Republican. The moth¬ 
er of our subject was torn in Randolph 
County and now resides with her son 
at Parsons, at the age of 66. She is 
a member of the Methodist Church, as 
was her late husband. The children 
numbered four sons and six daughters. 

Mr. Philli[)s was reared in Tucker 
County and has been identified with it.s 
interests all his life. In 1897 he was 
elected a justice of the peace and served 
with the greatest efficiency for five 
years. In 1901 he was elected a mem¬ 
ber of the Board of County Commis¬ 
sioners from St. George and is now 
serving in that capacity, and since Jan¬ 
uary, 1903, has also filled the office of 
deputy sheriff of Tucker County, under 
Sheriff J. B. Jenkins. He is well 
known as one of the best officials in the 
county, and has a wide circle of politic¬ 
al as well as personal friends. 

In 1893 Mr. Phillips was married 
to Buena V. Nestor, who was torn in 
1867 in Tucker County, West Virgin- 
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ia, and is a daughter of Nathaniel and 
Meh/ina Nestor. The one daughter of 
this marriage is named Lunda Mabel. 
Mrs. Phillips is a meml)er of the Meth¬ 
odist Church. Mr. Phillips is a Knight 
of Pvthias and an Odd Fellow, and 
one of the stanch Republicans of 
Tucker County. 



HON. THOMAS PHILLIPS DAVIES. 

HON. THOMAS PHILLIPS 
DAVIES, of Montgomery, Fayette 
County, West Virginia, State agent 
since 190J for the Provident Acciden¬ 
tal Insurance Company, of Charleston, 
West Virginia, was Ijorn in (ilamor- 
ganshire. South W ales, March i. 1849. 
He is a son of Ebenezer and Anna 
(Phillips) Davies, both of whom were 
also natives of South W'ales. 


Ebenezer Davies settled first in 
Philadelphia, after immigrating to 
America, and then was employed in the 
iron rolling mills at Lancaster, Penn- 
svlvania. At the close of the Civil 
War, he went to Coal Creek, Tennes¬ 
see. and entered into the coal business, 
serving as outside superintendent for 
the Knoxville Iron Company, retain¬ 
ing the position some years. Prior 
to his death he lived a retired life for 
sometime, having accumulated ample 
ire.ms. Mr. Davies was considered one 
of the best posted, practical iron men in 
the vicinity, having spent the greater 
part of his life in the business. He 
preceded his family to America and 
then returned to Wales for them. 
Ebenezer Davies died at the age of 71 
years, in 1889. at Coal Creek. Tennes¬ 
see. The mother of our subject died 
when her son, Thomas Phillips, was 
but two vears old; there was one other 
son, who died in infancy. The step¬ 
mother of our subject was Marj* Jones, 
aiifl six children were l)orn to the 
father’s second marriage, the two sur¬ 
vivors l)eing: Mary Ann, wife of Ar¬ 
chie Snedecker, a passenger engineer 
on the Chesai)eake & Ohio Railway; 
and Levi, an engineer in Mexico. 

Thomas Phillips Davies was a lad 
(^f 14 years when he came to America, 
and was sckhi placed at work in the 
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great rolling mills at Lancaster. He 
accompanied his father to Tennessee 
and then began mining coal, his first 
employment being as a driver. He re¬ 
mained in the Coal Creek mines until 
1869 and then went to the Old Can- 
nelton mines, opposite Montgomery, 
but a few months later returned to Ten¬ 
nessee. In 1872 he came back to West 
Virginia and since then has made his 
home at Montgomery. He has been 
engaged in extensive business enter¬ 
prises and is a man of the greatest 
business capacity. In 1897 he went to 
Alaska and engaged in gold mining, 
securing a valuable claim; when he 
came back, he left men working his 
claim. Mr. Davies was the organizer 
of the Coal Valley Coal Company and 
for several years its president, finally 
became its owner and is now the only 
surviving member of the original com¬ 
pany. The company’s operations were 
located in the vicinity of Montgomery. 
Mr. Davies ceased operating about 
1890. About that time he was appoint¬ 
ed receiver for the Forest Hill Coal 
Company and continued in the posi¬ 
tion until the final adjustment of af¬ 
fairs in 1899. 

Mr. Davies has been a prominent 
Republican leader for a long period. 
In 1892 he was first elected to the West 
^’^irginia House of Delegates to repre¬ 


sent Fayette County. In 1894 he was 
sent to the Senate to represent Fayette, 
Summers, Monroe, Greenbrier and Po¬ 
cahontas counties. He was the first 
Republican to represent this Demo¬ 
cratic district. In 1900 he was again 
elected to the House of Delegates and 
during his term of office was instru¬ 
mental in getting established at Mont¬ 
gomery a branch of the State Univer¬ 
sity; hospitals for miners in different 
parts of the State and other laudabl? 
concerns, h'or six years a member of 
the City Council, in 1896 he was elected 
mayor. In the spring of 1897 he was 
a formidable aspirant for the office of 
United States marshal of Alaska, and 
his failure to receive the appointment 
remains one of the mysteries of poli¬ 
tics, as the appointment seemed to be In 
his hand. 

Mr. Davies has taken the deepest 
interest in his section of the State and 
its progress, development and happi¬ 
ness, ever since he has been a resident. 
He is a member of the board of trustees 
of the Miners’ Hospital No. 2, having 
l^een appointed by Governor George W. 
Atkinson, and having been re-appoint¬ 
ed by Governor A. B. White. He is 
prominent also in fraternal life and is 
well and widelv known in the various 
branches of Masonry, having attained 
the highest degrees. He is high in the 
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ranks of the Knights of Pythias; is a 
leading Odd Fellow and belongs to 
Mohegan Tribe, No. 37, Improved Or¬ 
der of Red Men. 

Mr. Davies was married in 1885 to 
Annie Williams, who was born at 
Monmouthshire, South Wales and 
reared at Scranton, Pennsylvania. She 
passed out of life September 28, 1900, 
at her home in Montgomery. Mrs. 
Davies was a lady of lovely character, 
a devoted member of the Presbvterian 
Church. 



JOHN FREEMAN. 

W. G. FREEMAN, secretary and 
treasurer of the C'as\vell Creek Coal 
& Coke Com[)any, and one of the primi- 
inent citizens of Freeman, Mercer 


County, West V'irginia, was born in 
1870, at Shamokin, Pennsylvania, and 
is a son of the late John Freeman and 
wife, the former of whom was one of 
the largest and most successful coal 
operators of the Flat-Top coal field. 

John Freeman was born in Clay- 
cross, Derbyshire, England, and after 
coming to America engaged in coal 
mining at Trenton, Pennsylvania, until 
he removed to Fayette County, West 
Virginia. He remained there, inter¬ 
ested in the iron mining industry at 
Clifton Forge and other points until 
1883, when he came to the Flat-Top 
coal fields in Mercer and McDowell 
counties. West X'irginia. He had 
these children: C. W., of Bramwell: 
R. E., of Freeman ; W. (j., of Freeman ; 
Marv, wife of (i. T. Davidson of Un- 
ion, W'est Virginia; and Kate, wife 
of S. X. Branton of Freeman. Mr. 

■ Freeman died in 1892, and was .suc- 
! ceeded in the Caswell Creek Coal & 

! Coke Company by his son, our subject. 

The Caswell Creek mines were the 
third to commence operations in the 
Flat-Top coal fields; and they were 
opened and the first shipment of coal 
made in August, 1884, by Jenkin Jones 
and John h'reeman, operating under 
the firm name of Freeman & Jones, by 
whom the business was carried on un¬ 
til 1889, when the Caswell Creek 
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Coal & Coke Company was organized 
and incorporated under the laws of 
West Virginia, with Jenkin Jones as 
president and general manager, and 
John Freeman as secretary and treas¬ 
urer. Mr. Jones still occupies the same 
position. C. W. Freeman is vice-pres¬ 
ident of the company. The holdings 
of this company embrace 1400 acres 
leased from the Flat-Top Land Asso¬ 
ciation. There have been erected 231 
coke ovens, with a productive capac¬ 
ity of about 350 tons per day. Em¬ 
ployment is given to about 300 men 
and the capacity of the mines is about 
1250 tons daily from the middle vein 
which has, at this operation, an aver¬ 
age thickness of six and one-half feet 
of marketable coal. Steam and com¬ 
pressed air are used, the former 
for hauling purposes, and the latter 
for mining. The air-compressing plant 
is a very fine one, there being two Sul¬ 
livan compressors, one a six and the 
other a lo-horsepower machine. They 
use six puncher machines, and two 
Baldwin and three Vulcan locomotives, 
each of about 15 tons weight, for 
hauling. The Caswell Creek plant 
is regarded as one of the best equipped 
in the whole field. 

W. G. Freeman, our subject, went 
to the New River coal field in 1880 
and to the Flat-Top region in 1883. 


He was educated there and at Roanoke 
College, where he spent three years. 
He has been actively associated in the 
management of the Caswell Creek 
mines since the death of his father. 

Mr. Freeman married a daughter 
of Hiram Beals, of Pennsylvania, and 
they have a family of four sons. They 
have one of the handsome homes at 
Freeman, and the among the represent¬ 
ative people of that thriving town. 
In politics Mr. Freeman is a Republi¬ 
can, but is not particularly active in 
public aflfarrs. For a long time he has 
been prominent in fratemaliife, and be¬ 
longs to all the leading secret organ¬ 
izations, being a member of Ivanhoe 
Commandry, No. 10, K. T., of Bram- 
well, and Beni-Kedem Temple, A. A. 
O. N. M. S., of Charleston; the lodge 
of Odd Fellows at Bramwell and the 
Red Men at Bluefield. Religiously the 
family is connected with the Methodist 
Church. 


HON. NATHAN GOFF, LL. D., 

a soldier, jurist and statesman of na¬ 
tional eminence, w'as bom February 9, 
1842, at Clarksburg, West Virginia, 
his present home. He is a son of Wal¬ 
do P. Goff, w^ho bequeathed to him a 
perfect physique and a virile constitu¬ 
tion. He received his education in the 
Northwestern Academy at Clarksburg. 
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and at Georgetown College, District of 
Columbia. 

At the opening of the Civil War he 
entered the service of his country as a 
private in Company G, 3rd Regiment, 
Virginia Infantry, and took part in the 
battles of McDowell, Port Republic, 
Winchester, Droop Mountain, second 
battle of Bull Run, Antietam, Rockey 
Gap, Cross Keys, Rappahannock Sta¬ 
tion and others of minor note. Pri¬ 
vate Goff did not remain a private 
long, being promoted first to the rank 
of lieutenant and then, for bravery, to 
the rank of major. On January 20, 
1864, Major Goff was taken prisoner 
at Moorefield, West Virginia, and for 
four months he endured the horrors of 
Libby Prison. Finally his release was 
secured and he rejoined his regiment 
with which he was actively engaged 
until the close of the war, when he was 
made a brevet brigadier-general, at the 
age of 23 years. 

Entering the University of New 
York, in tw^o years Genera! Goff was 
graduated as a Bachelor of Laws and 
immediately began the practice of his 
profession at Clarksburg. He soon 
entered the political field, and in 1867 
he was elected a member of the West 
Virginia House of Delegates, from 
Harrison County, and was re-elected in 
1868. In 1869 he was appointed by 


the President to the office of United 
States District Attorney for the Dis¬ 
trict of West Virginia. For 13 years 
he filled this office with distinction and 
won universal commendation. 

On January 6, 1880, General Goff 
was invited by President Hayes to be 
his Secretary of the Navy and on the 
following day he was confirmed by the 
Senate and served in that office during 
the continuance of President Hayes* 
administration. In 1882 he was elect¬ 
ed, by a large majority, Member of 
Congress from the First Congressional 
District, although that district had 
gone overwhelmingly Democratic at 
the previous election. He was re¬ 
elected in 1884 and in 1886. These 
six years in Congress he filled with 
valuable service to the nation, attain- 
ing to high rank as a parliamentarian. 
In 1888 General Goff was made the 
candidate of his party for the guber¬ 
natorial chair of his native State. Offi¬ 
cial records show the results of a hard- 
fought campaign, but the inside his- 
troy which was made during that 
period reflects anything but honor up¬ 
on his political opponents. 

For several terms General Goff 
served as chainnan of the National Re¬ 
publican Congressional Committee, be¬ 
ing elected to that position in 1884 and 
again in 1888. He was the nominee 
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in the Republican caucus in the State 
Senate for United States Senator. 
Through a long and monotonous dead¬ 
lock, his friends loyally cast their vote 
lOO times, but were finally defeated by 
a Democratic majority of one, on a 
joint ballot. 

On March 17. 1892, General Goff 
was appointed by President Harrison 
to the high judicial position of judge 
of the United States Circuit Court of 
Appeals, for the Fourth Circuit and in 
this position he has displayed his pro¬ 
found legal learning and unquestioned 
powers of judgment, and has won the 
unqualified praise and earned the pro¬ 
found respect of even his political op¬ 
ponents. 

In 1867 Judge Goff married Laura 
Despard, of Clarksburg, and two sons 
have been born to this congenial union. 
One of these sons, Nathan P., is en¬ 
gaged in medical practice in Clarks¬ 
burg. In 1888 Columbian University 
conferred the title of LL. D. upon 
Judge (ioff. 

J. A. McKENZIE, prosecuting 
attorney of Hancock County and a 
prominent attorney of New Cumber¬ 
land, West \'irginia, was born July 
1866, at Inverness, (Olumbiana Coun¬ 
ty, Ohio, and is a son of Thomas P. 
and Elizabeth (Smith) McKenzie, na¬ 


tives and residents of Columbiana 
County. 

As the name indicates, the McKen¬ 
zie family originated in Scotland, and 
was founded in Ohio by James McKen¬ 
zie, the great-grandfather of our sub¬ 
ject, who located in the State as a pio¬ 
neer, in the latter part of the i8th cen¬ 
tury. He lived to the age of 100 years. 
He was an extensive farmer and also 
conducted a woolen mill in Columbia 
County. His son, also named James, 
was a physician for some years in 
Hancock County, Virginia, now West 
Virginia, and was a party to the first 
deed ever recorded after the countv 
was organized. He married a Miss 
Patterson and reared a familv of 12 
children, a survivor being N. K. Mc¬ 
Kenzie, a resident of WellsviUe. 

Thornes P. McKenzie, the father 
of our subject, served during the Civil 
War in Company I, 78th Reg., Ohio 
Vol. Inf. The mother of our subject 
is a daughter of Alexander and Eliza¬ 
beth Smith, early settlers of the State 
of Ohio. Four children were l>orn to 
Mr, and Mrs. Thomas P. McKenzie, 
namely, J. A., of this sketch; Jennie, 
wife of T. C. Williams, of Utica, 
Ohio; Ella, wife of B. C. Grafton, of- 
Columbia County, Ohio; and William, 
shipping clerk at the National Tul)e 
Works at McKeesport, Ohio. 
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Our subject was reared and edu¬ 
cated in Columbiana County, Ohio, and 
followed school teaching during five 
winters, taking a course in the mean¬ 
time, at Mount Union College, where 
he was graduated in 1890. In the 
fall of 1892 he entered the Cincinnati 
Law School and was graduated there 
in 1894, with his degree of LL. B. 
In January, 1895, removed to New 
Cumberland, started into the practice 
of his profession, and met with im¬ 
mediate and unusual success. In 1896 
he was elected prosecuting attorney of 
Hancock County, being honored with 
a re-election in 1900. Mr. McKenzie 
is a stanch Republican and has actively 
supported the candidates and measures 
of his party. 

On November 27, 1895, 
married to Margaret Patterson, who 
is a daughter of Thomas and Cather¬ 
ine Patterson, of Columbiana County. 
Ohio. Two children have been born 
to this marriage, Elizabeth and 
Thomas. Both Mr. and Mrs. Mc¬ 
Kenzie l)elong to the Presbyterian 
Church. Fraternally he is both a 
Mason and an Odd Fellow, belonging 
to the New Cumberland lodges of 
both orders. Mr. McKenzie has made 
an enviable record as prosecuting at¬ 
torney. He has given special study 
to the laws relating to the duties of 


the position and is also well versed in 
other lines. His ability and industry, 
his carefulness, fairness and prompti¬ 
tude have won him a large clientele 
and he occupies a prominent po- 
sition among the members of the Han¬ 
cock County bar. 



E. L. NUCKOLLS. 

E. L. NUCKOLLS, junior mem¬ 
ber of the prominent legal firm of Dil¬ 
lon & Nuckolls and mayor of Fayette¬ 
ville, West Virginia, was lK)rn Augn^ist 
2, 1868, at Gambetta. Carroll County, 
Virginia, and is a son of Thomas and 
Charlotte J. (Stone) Nuckolls, lK>th 
natives of X’^irginia. 

The Nuckolls family is an old and 
honorable one in the Old Dominion, 
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to which State its early founders came 
with the settlers of Jamestown. The 
Stone family is of French extraction, 
and has long been established in Vir¬ 
ginia. 

Thomas Nuckolls, the father of our 
subject, was born in Grayson County, 
Virginia, but the greater part of his 
life >vas spent as an agriculturist in 
Carroll County, where he died Jan¬ 
uary 21, 1903, aged 85 years. His 
widow still resides on the old home¬ 
stead. I'here were seven children born 
to our subjects' parents, the survivors 
being: N. G., a resident of Ketchikan, 
Alaska; E. V., a resident of El Paso, 
Texas: H. C., a resident of Gambetta, 
Virginia; C. B., a resident of Hills- 
ville, Virginia; E. L., of this sketch; 
and Bertie, wife of Robert Wade, of 
South Boston, Virginia. 

E. L. Nuckolls was reared in Car- 
roll County and was educated at Wood- 
lawn Academy at Woodlawn, Vir¬ 
ginia, and at Washington and 
I ee University at Lexington. In 1894 
he was admitted to the bar and first 
engaged in practice at Hillsville, Vir¬ 
ginia. where he remained five years. 
In 1899 he removed to Fayetteville 
and on January i, 1902, entered into 
partnership with C. W. Dillon, having 
been associated with Judge D. W. 
Bolen, in Virginia. Both members of 


the firm of Dillon & Nuckolls are able 
lawyers and enjoy an extensive prac¬ 
tice. They are the authors and com¬ 
pilers of “The West Virginia Pocket 
Code,” a valuable work which since 
its issue in 1900 has had a larger sale 
than any other legal book in the State. 

In politics, Mayor Nuckolls is a 
Democrat and is now serving his sec¬ 
ond term as mayor of Fayetteville, his 
administration having been most sat¬ 
isfactory to all of his fellow citizens. 
He takes a prominent part in public 
matters and is one of the representa¬ 
tive men in his section of the State. 

On June 22, 1895, he was unitetl 
in marriage with Berta Thornton of 
Hillsville, Virginia, and they have one 
child, Jesse. Mr. Nuckolls is a prom¬ 
inent Mason and also belongs to the 
Bar Association. 


HARRY M. CAMPBELL, M. D., 

a prominent physician of Parkersburg, 
with office at No. 615^ Market street, 
was born in 1867, in Wood County, 
West Virginia, and is a son of Robert 
and Cornelia (Kinnaird) Campbell, the 
former of whom was a well known 
steamboat and river man, whose death 
took place in 1877, at the age of 40 
years. 

The grandfather of Dr. Campbell 
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was Robert Campbell, who was bom 
in Ireland, of Scotch-Irish parentage, 
and who came to America as a member 
of the British Army. After the close 
of hostilities, he located in Pennsyl¬ 
vania, on the Juniata River, married 
Letitia Wright, and soon after re¬ 
moved to Wood County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia. Two of their ii chil¬ 
dren are still surviving, one being Cap¬ 
tain Campbell of the Big Sandy Pack¬ 
et Line. The mother of Dr. Campbell 
was bom at Culpeper Court House, 
Virginia, and she was a granddaughter 
of John Asher Kinnaird who came 
from Scotland and was the founder of 
the family here. He married a Miss 
Williams, a descendant of the founder 
of Williamstowm, and his son, Rufus 
Kinnaird, married Sophia Cook, w^ho 
W'as a member of a prominent family 
of Parkersburg and Wood County. 
Mrs. Campbell w^as the eldest of a large 
family and she resides at Williams- 
towm, near the original Isaac Williams 
residence. 

Dr. Campbell is one of a family of 
five children, three of whom died 
young. His sister, Mrs. S. B. Mor¬ 
gan, resides at Williamstown. Dr. 
Campbell was educated in the schools 
of Marietta, Ohio, and also attended 
the Normal School, and in 1899 grad¬ 
uated in medicine at the Eclectic Med¬ 



ical Institute of Cincinnati. After 
two years of practice at Williamstown, 
he removed to Parkersburg where he 
has since been located and has become 
a prominent member of his profession. 
He is a member of the State Eclectic 
Society and his cordial relations with 
members of the profession were em¬ 
phasized by their request that he be¬ 
come a member of the State Medical, 
the Ohio Valley and the Little Kana¬ 
wha societies. 

Dr. Campbell married Anna Berry, 
a daughter of the late Capt. George M. 
Berry, a native of Wood County who 
w^as w^ell and widely known. Thres 
children have been born to this union, 
namely: Carl, Catherine and Cornelia. 
Fraternally Dr. Campbell is a York 
rite Mason, a Knight Templar and a 
.Shriner. He is a memljer of the 
Methodist Church. 


F. KENT LOOMIS, managing 
editor of the Daily News Publishing 
Company, at Parkersburg, West Vir¬ 
ginia, was born at Marietta, Ohio, 
November 9, 1867, and is a son of 
Judge W. B. Loomis, and a brother of 
Hon. F. B. Loomis, the present United 
States minister to Portugal. The lat¬ 
ter was appointed to Venezuela in 
1897, by the late President McKuilev, 
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and was transferred in 1900, having 
been for the past 12 years in the dip¬ 
lomatic service. 

Mr. Loomis who is very well known 
in the western section of the State on 
account of his vigorous management of 
the Parkersburg Daily Morning Ncios, 
was educated at Marietta and graduat¬ 
ed from Marietta College, with the de¬ 
gree of M. A., in 1888. He immedi¬ 
ately became interested in journalistic 
work, residing at Parkersburg until 
1893, ^vhen he went to Cincinnati and 
was night editor of the old Tribune, 
later the Commercial Tribune, for four 
years. In 1896 he was recalled to 
Parkersburg, to take charge as man- 
aging editor of the State Journal, then 
Governor White's paper. In July, 
1899, he left the latter paper in order 
to re-organize and develop the Park¬ 
ersburg Daily Morning Nezes, being 
backed by a strong company, and he 
has remained with this paper ever since 
with the exception of eight months, 
from May to December, 1901. On De¬ 
cember I, 1901, Mr. Loomis, with 
Maj. Charles D. Elliott and C. B. 
Smith lx)Ught the Xcies and the com¬ 
pany that has since conducted the paper 
is known as the Daily News Publish- 
. ing Company of Parkersburg. By 
persistent effort, which includes all 
those activities which go to the making 


of a first-class newspaper, Mr. Loomis 
and Mr. Smith, who are devoting their 
entire attention to the business, have 
brought the pai)er from the third in 
circulation in the city to the first place, 
and have made it a most necessarj*^ ad¬ 
junct to the family and business life of 
Parkersburg. 

In June, 1902, Mr. Loomis was 
united in marriage with Mildred May 
Hall, daughter of C. W. Hall, of Park¬ 
ersburg. Politically he is a Repub¬ 
lican. Sociallv he is one of the direct- 
ors of the Blennerhassett Club and a 
meml:)er of the house committee. Mu¬ 
sic plays a prominent part in the lives 
of lx)th Mr. and Mrs. Loomis, she l)e- 
ing the accomplished organist at the 
Presbpterian Church, while Mr. Loo¬ 
mis is the tenor of the paid choir. 


W. FRANK FRAME, an attor¬ 
ney-at-law of Sutton, Braxton County, 
was born in 1865, near Strange Creek, 
Braxton County, West Virginia, and 
is a son of Maxwell H. Frame, who is 
also a native of this State. 

Mr. Frame’s boyhood days were 
spent on the farm, attending the public 
schools. At the age of 16 he obtained, 
in the examination for the qualification 
of teachers, a No. i teacher’s certificate, 
and commenced teaching school. Af- 
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ter following this vocation for five 
years, he engaged in the mercantile and 
lumber business at Strange Creek, in 
which he remained for six years. 

In 1893, Mr. Frame was made as¬ 
sistant clerk in the House of Delegates. 
It was in this year that the famous 
bill calling for home rule for Ireland 
was passed in the House of Commons, 
and Mr. Frame wrote the message of 
congratulation that the West Virginia 
Legislature sent to Mr. Gladstone. At 
the close of the legislative session, he 
returned to his native county and en¬ 
gaged in farming and blacksmithing 
until 1897. Fie was then employed by 
the government as its agent to prevent 
the obstruction of the Elk River during 
the building of the extension of the 
Charleston, Clendenin & Sutton Rail¬ 
road. 

After filling this position in a cred¬ 
itable manner, he was admitted to the 
bar in 1897, having been a student in 
the office of W. E. R. Byrne, and com¬ 
menced the practice of his profession 
at Sutton. Mr. F^rame was a candi¬ 
date for prosecuting attorney of Brax¬ 
ton County in 1900. In 1902 he was 
the Democratic candidate for the 
House of Delegates and, although he 
was prevented from taking an active 
part in the campaign by reason of the 


illness of his wife, was defeated by only 
10 votes. 

Mr. Frame was united in marriage 
in May, 1901, to Kate B. Bell, daugh¬ 
ter of Samuel Bell of Nicholas County, 
West Virginia, and one child,—a 
daughter—has blessed this union. Mr. 
I'rame is an advocate of the principles 
of the Democratic party. He is a 
member of the Masonic order, and also 
of the Knights of Pythias, in the latter 
order holding the oifice of chancellor 
commander. 

Mr. Frame is a young and ambi¬ 
tious man, full of vim and energy, and 
has risen to his present position in life, 
from an humble station, by his own 
exertions. His life from childhood, 
like the lives of manv other successful 
men, has been one long struggle; but 
many whose names are enrolled upon 
Fame's tablets had their origin in the 
lowly walks of life. 


FIOX. THAYER MELVIN, of 

Wheeling, W'est Virginia, has always 
belonged to the “Panhandle.** He 
was lx)rn and reared in the village of 
Fairview in that portion of Brooke 
County, Virginia, which in 1847 be- 
came Hancock County. His parents 
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were Janies and Philenia (Thayer) 
Melvtn^ the former a Pennsylvanian, 
of North of Ireland stock, and the lat¬ 
ter a New Englander, whose people 
came to Virginia while she was young. 

Judge Melvin was the oldest of five 

children, and received a fair English 

education in the common and high 

schools of the vicinity. At the age of 

17 years, he began the study of the law 

in Fairview, then the county seat, and 

later, in Lisbon, Ohio. He was licensed 

and admitted to practice in 1853, at the 

early age of 18 years. He began his 

legal career in his native place, and in 

1855, while still in his minority, was 

elected prosecuting attorney of the 

county. He was elected for full terms 

in 1856 and i860, although from 1857 

# 

to i860 he resided in Wheeling, where 
he was associated with Joseph H. Pen¬ 
dleton, a distinguished lawyer of his 
day. Shortly after the breaking out 
of the Civil War, he enlisted from 
Hancock County in Company F, ist 
Reg., West Va. Vol. Inf., and served 
for several months as orderly ser¬ 
geant and then as ist lieutenant. He left 
his company to accept a Federal com¬ 
mission as assistant adjutant general of 
volunteers, filling that position until 
late in 1865. He was then honorably 
discharged from the army, with brev¬ 
ets for meritorious services in the line 


of duty. Locating in Wellsburg in 
1866, he was in that year again elected 
prosecuting attorney of Hancock 
County, and was elected by the Repub¬ 
lican party Attorney General of the 
State. He was ag^in elected two years 
thereafter, to the latter office, and re¬ 
signed in June, 1869, to accept a com¬ 
mission as judge of the First Judicial 
District. A vacancy had resulted from 
the death of Judge E. H. Caldwell, and 
the attorneys of the circuit had signi¬ 
fied to the Governor their desire for 
his appointment. Before this, he had 
again taken up his residence in Wheel¬ 
ing, and under an appointment from 
the Governor had assisted in complet¬ 
ing the codification of the laws of the 
State. Subsequently, in 1872, he was 
elected judge of the same district for 
the full term of eight years. In 1880, 
he was elected one of the two judges to 
which the circuit had become entitled. 
Judge George E. Boyd being the other 
successful candidate. Resigning in 
November of the following year, he re¬ 
sumed practice in Wheeling. He be¬ 
came a member of the following firms 
in their order,—Ewing, Melvin & Ri¬ 
ley ; Ewing, Melvin & Ewing, and Mel¬ 
vin & Ewing. In September, 1899, 
immediately after the death of Judge 
Joseph R. Pauli, Judge Melvin was 
appointed to his old position of judge. 
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—^ag^in at the instance of the attorneys 
of the different counties,—to fill the 
vacancy thus occasioned. In the suc¬ 
ceeding year, an election being in or¬ 
der, he was nominated by both of the 
prominent political parties, and was 
continued in office by the people, with¬ 
out opposition or dissent. He is still 
performing judicial duties, and grate¬ 
fully acknowledges the flattering and 
unanticipated complimenfls bestowed 
by his brethren of the bar and by the 
people. 

Politically, Judge Melvin was, at 
the beginning, a follower of Henry 
Clay, but since the war he has acted 
with the Republican party, at least on 
national questions. He is not recog¬ 
nized as a partisan, however, and has 
never figured in the political arena, 
having always preferred to devote him¬ 
self exclusively to the profession of 
his choice. 


GEORGE R. BREADY, general 
manager of the Harper’s Ferry Paper 
Company and Shenandoah Pulp Com- 

general manager of the Harper’s 
Ferry Electric Light Company, and 
one of the most respected and esteemed 
citizens of the city, was born in Balti¬ 
more, Maryland, September 5, 1858. 
He is a son of George C. and Margaret 


E. (Hill) Bready, and a grandson of 
George A. Bready. 

George A. Bready was a son of a 
farmer and was himself engaged in 
farming all his life. He was born in 
Pennsylvania and removed to Mary¬ 
land when the country was yet a wild¬ 
erness, settling in Frederick County, 
where now stands the town of Adams- 
town, and there he died at the age of 
89 years. He reared a family of ii 
sons and the youngest was named 
Eleven. 

George C. Bready, son of George 
A. Bready, and father of our subject, 
was born in Maryland in 1830, where 
he resided all his life. For 40 years 
he was a freight conductor on the Bal¬ 
timore & Ohio Railroad. In 1857, at 
the age of 23 years, he married Mar¬ 
garet E. Hill, daughter of Robert M. 
and Cynthia A. Hill, of Baltimore, 
Maryland. Mrs. Bready died when 
her son, George R., was but six weeks 
old. Mr. Bready married for his sec¬ 
ond wife Mary M. Putts, who died 
without issue in 1900. 

George R. Bready resided with his 
maternal grandparents in Philadelphia 
until they died, in 1874. Prior to that 
he had practically taken care of. him¬ 
self, selling papers and engaging in the 
childish struggle for existence which 
is to be seen in every greit city. His 
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grandparents kept him at school as 
much as possible, but after their de¬ 
cease he tumed his back on old pur¬ 
suits and entered into business on his 
own responsibility. He soon obtained 
employment in Baltimore with Hoover 
& McVeigh, grain comnvssion mer¬ 
chants, and served as clerk at Locust 
Point and then entered the Baltimore 
& Ohio Railroad offices as clerk at the 
same point. He was then promoted 
to be the messenger in the office of the 
chief train despatcher at the Camden 
station, Baltimore, and when the road 
took its express business out of the 
hands of the Adams Express Company 
in 1877, and established an office at 
Harper's Ferry, Mr. Bready was made 
clerk in the express department there. 
In 1878 he was promoted to be the 
clerk at this point in the transportation 
department and later was promoted to 
be cashier at the same station. 

In 1889 the two pulp mills, just 
started at Harper’s Ferrj', offered the 
position of bookkeeper to Mr. Bready, 
an offer he accepted; in 1893 
made superintendent, in 1896, manag¬ 
er, and in 1897 general manager, be¬ 
ing admitted to the firm in 1898. Un¬ 
der the present efficient management, 
the business has increased its output 
many fold and, while Mr. Bready gen¬ 
erously gives his assistants great credit. 


is well known that his efficiency has 
had much to do with present pros¬ 
perity. 

In 1881 he married Mary E. Furt- 
ney, who is a daughter of George \V. 
Furtney, the family being of English 
descent. Four children have been lx)rn 
to Mr. and Mrs. Bready, namely: Eu¬ 
gene, bom in September 1882; Gor¬ 
don, born in 1883; Lillian, born in 
1884; and “Uppie” born in October, 
1893. In politics Mr. Bready is a Re¬ 
publican, although formerly a Demo¬ 
crat, separating from the latter organi¬ 
zation because of his convictions 
on the tariff question. He was 
a charter member of the Hepta- 
sophs, but belongs to no other 
order. He is interested in a number 
of business enterprises in Harper’s Fer¬ 
ry, and is a substantial, representative 
man, respected in his business relations 
and beloved by all who are permitted 
to know him intimately. He is a man 
of genial, rugged nature, open, candid 
and cordial, an independent thinker 
and an energetic business man. 

J. W. BELTZ, president of the 
J. W. Beltz & Sons Company, which 
operates four large lumber yards in 
Wheeling, and also a large manufac¬ 
turing plant at the comer of 19th and 
Eoff streets, has been engaged in this 
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business since 1867. They manufac¬ 
ture sash, doors, frames and general 
house finishing material, and have an 
extensive business patronage. 

Mr. Beltz was born in Somerset 
County, Pennsylvania, in 1837, and is 
a son of Peter Beltz. The latter, who 
was a native of Hessen, Germany, came 
to this country in 1837. He lived at 
various places in the United States and 
died at his home in Triadelphia in 
1890, aged 84 years. His wife is also 
deceased. J. W, Beltz has two brothers 
in Ohio County,—Adam, who lives 
near the old homestead on Peter’s run; 
and August, who conducts a carriage 
shop on Market street in Wheeling. 

J. W. Beltz learned the trade of a 
cabinet-maker with Jerry Clemens and 
R. T. Friend. During the war he was 
in the quartermaster’s department as a 
carpenter, and was located one year at 
Nashville. In 1867 the business of 
which he is now the head was estab¬ 
lished bv him in connection with Jo- 
seph Salisbury and John Flading, as a 
planing mill. It was located on what 
is now the site of Benjamin Fisher’s 
stove foundry, or the Wheeling Ware¬ 
house 8 c Storage Company, and em¬ 
ployed about six men. The firm con¬ 
tinued until 1873, when Mr. Salisbury 
retired, and the firm name became Beltz 
& Flading. The concern was contin¬ 


ued as a planing mill until 1885, when 
the present site was chosen and build¬ 
ings were erected. The plant occupies 
two and a half lots, and has a lumber 
yard adjoining. The company also 
owns three other lumber yards in the 
city, and does an immense business in 
this branch of their work. In addition 
to these, the company rents another 
lumber yard from a railroad company, 
and handles lumber of every grade and 
kind. The firm was incorporated as 
the J. W. Beltz & Sons Company in 
1884, with J. W. Beltz as president, 
and John C. Paul, secretary and treas¬ 
urer. J. W. Beltz, Jr., Henry Beltz 
anrl Edward eBltz, sons of the subject 
hereof, are also connected with the 
business. Mr. Beltz has been a resi¬ 
dent of Wheeling since 1838, and is 
well and favorably known throughout 
the vicinitv. 

Mr. Beltz was united in marriage 
with Virginia Grammer, who was also 
reare<l in Wlieeling. Besides the threj 
sons previously mentioned they have a 
daughter, Anna. Mr. Beltz resides in 
the h'iftli Ward, has served two terms 
in the second branch of the City Coun¬ 
cil, and is a member of the Board of 
Trade. Fraternally, he is a member 
of the Arion Association and of the 
Carroll Club. Religiously he is a mem¬ 
ber of the Catholic Church. 
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HON. LOUIS F. STIFEL, a 

prominent member of the legal profes¬ 
sion of Wheeling, is secretary of the 
Wheeling Title & Trust Company and 
is closely identified with many of the 
prosperous enterprises of the city. He 
was born in Wheeling in October, 
1851, and is a son of C. E. Stifel, who 
for many years was a well known citi¬ 
zen of this city. 

C. E. Stifel was born in Germany 
and there learned the trade of a tinner, 
working as a journeyman in different 
towns as far from home as Geneva, 
Switzerland. He removed to Wheel¬ 
ing, Virginia, now West Virginia, in 
1836, and upon arriving worked for 
Squire Duly. After marriage he en¬ 
tered upon business for himself on 
Main street, near Ninth street, anrl 
manufactured tinware and house fur¬ 
nishings. He worked up a fine busi- 
nes and in 1870 took in his sons, W. C 
and L. F., as partners, the firm name 
becoming C. E. Stifel & Sons, 
and as such is now conducted 
by his oldest son, W. C. Stifel. 
C. E. Stifel was known as the 
finest mechanic in his line, in using 
the hammer and in spinning copper and 
other metals into shape, work which is 
now done by machinery. He died in 
July, 1898, lacking but one month of 
l^eing 84 years of age. In May, 1839, 


he was united in marriage with Anna 
Clara Becht, who is still living at the 
age of 80 yeafs, having come from 
Germany in 1835. 

Louis V. Stifel continued as a mem- 
of the firm of C. E. Stifel & Sons until 
1875, and then attended law lectures 
in the University of Michigan, at Ann 
Arlx)r, where he graduated in 1877. 
He was admitted to the bar and began 
the practice in the office of Henry M. 
Russell. He was elected to the State 
Legislature in 1882, and again in 1888, 
serving two terms. He is a Democrat, 
jxilitically, although he has taken no 
active part in politics except as men¬ 
tioned. The partnership with Mr. 
Russell continued until Mr. Stifel took 
charge of the Wheeling Title & Trust 
Company, April i, 1891. The com¬ 
pany was organized in January, 1890, 
the organizers being William P. Hub¬ 
bard, Henry M. Russell, George R. E. 
Gilchrist and Louis F. Stifel, and the 
idea being to do a regular title and 
trust business. Finding there was an 
insufficient title business, legislation 
was secured authorizing banking, and 
September 10, 1891, this branch of the 
business was started. The officers of 
the company are: Henry M. Russell, 
president; Charles J. Rawling, vice- 
president; Louis F. Stifel, secretary; 
William H. Tracy, assistant secretary; 
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and George R. E. Gilchrist, examiner 
of titles. They have a property of 62 
feet frontage on the west side of Main 
street, the building being partly oc¬ 
cupied by Nay Brothers’ shoe store 
and Kraus Brothers' clothing house. 
The company has had a steady in¬ 
crease in business since its inception, 
and is one of the soundest banking in¬ 
stitutions of the State. The board of 
directors consists of the following sub¬ 
stantial business men: Henry M. Rus¬ 
sell: Charles J. Rawling; William P. 
Hubbard; John A. Hess; Charles F. 
Brandfass; Charles Menkemeller; Fred 
C. H. Schwertfeger; John S. Naylor; 
H. F. Behrens; and Dr. Ackerman. 
Mr. Stifel is identified with several 
other business interests of the city, be¬ 
ing president of the Ohio Valley Drug 
Company, a director of the German 
Fire Insurance Company of Wheeling, 
the leading company of the State; and 
treasurer of the Home for the Aged, 
and the City Hospital. 

Mr. Stifel was joined in matri¬ 
mony with a daughter of John Oester- 
ling, deceased, who was at one time 
president of the Central Glass Com¬ 
pany, which enterprise he built up. He 
was also president of the German Fire 
Insurance Company of Wheeling, and 
was a prominent business man of the 
dty. 


DR. R. O. McMASTER, one of 
the most prominent physicians and 
surgeons of Wheeling, West Virginia, 
is the proprietor of the McMaster 
Hospital at No. 1108 Chapline street, 
which he founded in 1886. It is an 
institution well known throughout 
this and adjoining States for its excel¬ 
lent facilities and the superiority of 
its medical attendants. Dr. McMas¬ 
ter was bom near Jacobsburg, Bel¬ 
mont County, Ohio, and is a son of 
Robert McMaster. Robert McMaster, 
who is deceased, was a farmer b\’ oc¬ 
cupation, althougji in early life he oc¬ 
cupied the Circuit Court bench for 
some years. 

R. O. McMaster was primarily 
educated in Belmont County, Ohio, 
and then attended Starling Medical 
College, at Columbus, Ohio, from 
which he was graduated in 1875. 
subsequently took a course in post¬ 
graduate work in Bellevue Hospital 
Medical College in New York City, 
and a three months' course in the 
Polyclinic Hospital in New York 
City. He first practiced in New 
Athens, Ohio, for five or six years, 
and located at Wheeling in the fall of 
1883. He established a high-class 
practice, and in 1886 began keeping 
patients, which marked the inception 
of the McMaster Hospital. So sue- 
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cessful was he that in 1892 he re¬ 
modeled the building and added to it, 
so that it has about 30 rooms and 20 
patients can now be accommodated at 
one time. It is a private hospital, and 
excludes those having acute of in¬ 
fectious diseases. The Doctor has 
made a specialty of diseases of women, 
and in Wheeling is a pioneer in 
abdominal work, having oi>erated suc¬ 
cessfully on 107 patients in 1900. It 
was the first private institution of this 
character established in the State, and 
it draws a high class of patients from 
all over West Virginia, and also from 
Western Pennsylvania and Eastern 
Ohio. All rooms have foul-air ducts, 
while fresh air is admitted so as to 
come in contact with the radiators, 
thus avoiding cool draughts. All 
rooms are well lighted and kept 
scrupulously clean, and the place is a 
model of convenience. The hospital 
possesses one of the finest ojjerating 
rooms in the State, which is perfectly 
lighted from the sides and top and 
supplied with the latest improvements 
for sterilization. All clothing and the 
gloves worn by the physicians are 
sterilized before using, as well as the 
surgical instruments. A separate 
room, or closet with glass shelves, is 
provided for the many surgical in¬ 
struments use<l, and the supplies of 


batting and bandages are kqDt in 
sealed packages. The water is boiled 
before using in oi)erations. Pus, for¬ 
merly considered unavoidable, is elimi¬ 
nated by this process of sterilization 
in handling patients. Dr. McMaster 
is largely engaged in practice in 
diseases of the throat and nose, and 
although this is not a specialty he has 
considerable work along this line. His 
attention is mainly given to special¬ 
ties, notwithstanding he has quite an 
extensive general practice. He is a 
student of his profession, which he has 
thoroughly mastered, and has written 
several articles for different medical 
journals. He also invented a much 
needed surgical instrument, which is 
now largely in use. 

Dr. McMaster was united in mar¬ 
riage with Ella M. Ault, a daughter 
of Thomas Ault, of Ohio, and their 
residence, which adjoins the hospital^ 
is a very cozy and convenient home. 
Thev have two children: Mrs. Frank 
Armstrong, of Buffalo; and Thomas 
Austin, who is in the office of the 
National Steel CcMiipany, of Bellaire, 
Ohio. The Doctor is a meml)er of 
the Ohio County Medical Society. 
He is a Mason, Knight Templar and 
Shriner. In his religious connections, 
he is a menil)er of the First Presbvter- 
ian Church. 
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NATHANIEL W. BALLAN- 

TYNE, secretary and treasurer of the 
West Virginia P'ire Clay Manufactur¬ 
ing Company, at New Cumberland, 
Hancock County, was bom in Pitts¬ 
burg, Pennsylvania, December 22, 
1868, and is a son of Alex, and Irene 
(Freeman) Ballantyne. 

The Ballantyne family was estab¬ 
lished in Pennsylvania by the grand¬ 
parents of our subject, who were Na¬ 
thaniel and Sarah (Wallace) Ballan¬ 
tyne, who were born and married iu 
Scotland and came to America in 1836, 
on their wedding tour. They lived 
and died at Pittsburg, after rear¬ 
ing a family of 10 children. The old 
familv home in Scotland was located 
near Paisley, and the grandmother was 
a descendant of the family of which 
the noted chieftain, William Wallace, 
was a member. 

Alex. Ballantyne, the father of our 
subject, engaged in the glass business 
in Pittslnirg. He died in 1885, aged 
43 years. He married Irene Freeman, 
daughter of James L. and Priscilla 
(Gamble) Freeman, the former of 
whom was born in 1809, in Pittsburg, 
and at the age of 18 years removed 
to New Ciiml>erland with his parents, 
Thomas and Elizal^eth (Black) Free¬ 
man. 

Hancock County owes much to 


Thomas and James L. Freeman for 
the development of one of the large 
and important industries of New 
Cumberland and vicinity. A foundry 
association in Pittsburg desired to find 
a certain kind of clay suitable for 
moulding into fire-brick and offered a 
prize to any one who would discover 
any bed of this kind within 100 miles 
of that city. Thomas Freeman, while 
boating along the river, made the dis- 
covery at the point known as Free¬ 
man's Landing, near the site of the 
present manufacturing plant. This 
discovery was made in 1829 and im¬ 
mediately capital came there and set¬ 
tlement l^egan. Mir. Freeman built 
a small factory and began the manu¬ 
facture of the brick, shipping to Pitts¬ 
burg and Cincinnati, the nearest town 
being Fairview^ five miles in the inter¬ 
ior. Thomas Freeman reared a fam¬ 
ilv of 10 children, the three survivors 
l)eing: John, of Steubenville, Ohio; 
Jennie, of Pittsburg; and Mary, wife 
of Rev. John Truesdsle, of Chicago. 
Thomas r>eeman was a man of great 
business ability, recognizing Ijefore 
many others the possibilities of his 
section of the countrv. As earlv as 
1850 he w’as engaged in a coal busi¬ 
ness, and w ith his son, James L.. in¬ 
creased the fire-clav and brick business 
until they were the ow’iiers of three 
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plants. They were the first manu¬ 
facturers of sewer pipe, manufacturing 
this necessity in i860. Thomas Free¬ 
man died in 1857, at the age of 66 
years, his widow surviving for a short 
time. James L. hTeenian was engaged 
in the brick business on the river, op¬ 
posite New Cumberland, when his 
death occurred in 1892, at the age of 
83 years. Mrs. Ballantyne was her 
parents' only child and was but a babe 
when her mother died, aged 19 years. 
The father never married again. 
Four children were born to the par¬ 
ents of our subject, namely: Virginia, 
wife of fieorge IC W’almer, of Chi¬ 
cago; Nathaniel \\\; J. F. and C. A., 
lx)th in the brick and mercantile busi¬ 
ness with Nathaniel W. 

From the grandfather’s time the 
brick business was carried on as a 
partnership arrangement, but in 1903 
it was incorporated with J. F. Ballan¬ 
tyne as president; Nathaniel \\\ as sec¬ 
retary and treasurer ; and C\ A. Ballen- 
tyne as manager. The plant is located 
at Freeman's Landing, where lx)th 
river and railroad facilities are at 
hand, and the output is clay and fire 
brick. They employ 40 men and the 
factory is well e<iuipped with all kinds 
of modern labor-saving machinery. 
A ready market is found for their pro¬ 
ducts, the clav found in the vicinitv 


l>eing peculiarly adapted to the man¬ 
ufacture of fire-brick. The brothers 
are all practical business men and carry 
on a large mercantile enterprise in con¬ 
nection with the manufacture of fire¬ 
brick, J. F. Ballantyne giving his at¬ 
tention to the mercantile branch. 

Our subject has been so long con¬ 
nected with this business that he has 
few superiors in it. From childhood 
he has been familiar with it and is 
thoroughly conversant with every de¬ 
tail and every improveruent in method. 
He is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias. The family belong to the 
Persbvterian Church. 


CHARLES W. FRANZHEIM, a 

prominent citizen of W'heeling, W est 
\"irginia, is president of the W’heeling 
Pottery Company, the first pottery 
works established in the citv, and is 
also president of the Riverside Pottery 
Company. Mr. Franzheim was born 
in W heeling, in February, 1853. and 
is a son of Cieorge W’. and Mary A. 
(Hornung) Franzheim. 

CJeorgc W^ Franzheim was iKirn in 
1824, at W'aechtersbach, near hTank- 
fort, (iermany, and in 1840 crossed 
the Atlantic to this country, locating 
in the city of W heeling. He was one 
of the organizers of the First National 
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Bank (now Bank of the Ohio Valley), 
also of the Franklin Insurance Com¬ 
pany of Wheeling, and a member of 

the Citv Council and Board of Countv 

• ^ 

Commissioners for manv years. He . 

• I 

served in the militia as major during I 
the Civil War. He was united in 
marriage at Cincinnati, Ohio, with | 
Mary A. Hornung, who was l^orn at 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, of (lerman 
parentage, and who now resides at 
Echo Point, a suburb of W'hecling. ^ 
Six sons blessed this union: Charles ^ 
W.: George W., Jr., deceased : Louis 
H., deceased; All^ert A., contractor | 
and ex-sheriff; Henry C., a member of j 
the firm of G. Mendel & Company; 
and Edward B., the well known archi¬ 
tect of Echo Point. 

I'he W'heeling Pottery Company 
was organized and incorporated in ! 
1879, and Charles W. Franzheim was 
one of the original stockholders and 
a member of the board of directors, 
which included; Cieorge K. Wheat, 
W'illiam A. Isett, Edward M. Pearson 
and D. J. McKee. Our subject has 
been an officer in the company since ^ 
its inception and has served in the ca¬ 
pacity of president and general man- 

I 

ager since the sjwing of 1893. The 
first buildings were on the corner of | 
31st and Chapline streets, where they | 
are still operating eiglit kilns. The , 


])lant at Woods and 31st streets, wliere 
the o!tcc is also located, was erccterl 
in 1889; and a higher grade «»f 
is there manufactured. The latter is 
also an eight-kiln factory, and l>‘th are 
built of brick. They employ some 
450 men, including an office bwce 
10. They make a specialty oi fine 
cameo china and ornamental ware, 
also a variety of ornamental art goods 
ranking favorably with the product of 
any other factory in the country. Mr. 
Franzheim, as president, is general 
manager and oversees all the work o{ 

o 

the concern. He is also president and 
general manager of the Riverside 

o 

Pottery Company, which was organ¬ 
ized and incorporated in April. 1899, 
under practically the same manage¬ 
ment and ownership. In addition to 
his duties in connection with the pot¬ 
teries, Mr. Fnanzheim is also vice- 
president of the (ierman Bank of 
W heeling, vice-president of the Frank¬ 
lin I'ire Insurance Company of Wdieel- 
ing. trustee of the Mutual Savings 
P>ank. and |)resident of the Wince 
Faience Company, which is located at 
Tiltonville and is exclusivelv engaged 
in the manufacture of art goods. Our 
subject graduated as a civil engineer 
in 1872. but has alwavs l)ecn engagedi 
in the pottery Inisiness. hVom 188:) 
until 1893 he was president and gen- 
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eral manager of the Warwick China dian tribes and the savage beasts of the 
Company. He is a director of the forest. 

Wlieeling Board of Trade. In 1895 the father of our subject, 

Mr. F'ranzheim was united in mar- a son of William Simms, removed from 
riage in 1880 with Lyda H. Merts, of Fayette County to Nicholas County. 
Ravenna, Ohio, she being a native of His wife is a daughter of Charles 
that State, and they have five children: Simms, of the Gauley River country. 
C. Merts; Cieorge W.; Mary R.; Cath- They reared a family of nine children, 
erine M.; and H. Kenneth. Mr. all of whom survive and are counted 
Franzheim has a very fine home on the among the valued citizens of that sec- 
island. In politics, he is a stanch Re- tion. 

publican. He is one of the trustees of Merideth J. Simms was reared in 
the First Presbyterian Church, and is his native locality and attended the 
a man whose home is his club and common schools. At the age of 21 he 
hxlge. accepted a position as bookkeeper in a 

_ store and retained the position for 

about five years. He was only 25 
MERIDE'FH J. SIMMS, a lead- years old when his prominence in the 
ing citizen of Montgomery, Fayette Republican party attracted attention, 
County, West Virginia, president of and he was appointed postmaster 
the County Court, and a member of the at Montgomery, by the late Presi- 
business firm of Simms & Harmon, dent Benjamin Harrison. In 1892 
wholesale lK:)ttlers and ice manufact- ]Mr. Simms was elected a mem- 
urers, was lK)rn April 9, 1862, in Xich- ber of the Board of County Com- 
olas County. He is a son of F. P. and missioners, serving with so much 
Eliza (Simms) Simms, lx)th natives efficiency that he secured the re- 
of Fayette County, whose grand- elected at the succeeding occasion, 
fathers were cousins, the family being He has l)een prominently identified 
numerous on the Gauley River, where with political affairs in the county, 
the great-grandfather, William Simms, was sent to Philadelphia as a delegate 
settled when he migrated from East- when McKinley and Roosevelt were 
ern \"irginia. At that time the conn- nominated, is a member of the Repub- 
try was wild and uncultivated, the in- lican Congressional Committee of his 
habitants being only wandering In- district and has not been absent from 
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a county convention for years. At 
Philadelphia his prominence was rec¬ 
ognized by his appointment on the 
committee on rules and order of bus¬ 
iness. Since 1898 he has served as 
president of the County Court, mak¬ 
ing a very fine officer. 

On July 5, 1886, Mr. Simms was 
united in marriage to Alwilda C. Ran¬ 
som, of St. Albans, and their children 
are named as follows: Forest E., Ira, 
Mkud Merideth and Eugene. 


COL. J. A. McGUFFIN, general 
manager of the Longdale Coal & Iron 
Company, at Sewell, West Virginia, 
and a prominent and influential citizen 
of Fayette County, was born in Jack- 
son County, Virginia, now West Vir¬ 
ginia, May 23, 1844. He is a son of 
Robert and Elizateth (McCowan) 
McGuffin, the former of whom w'as 
bom in Bath County, Virginia, and the 
latter in Pennsylvania 

The McGuffin family was establish¬ 
ed in Virginia, immediately after the 
close of the Revolutionary War, by 
Robert McGufiin, a native of Scotland. 
His son, James McGuffin, was also 
born in Scotland, and served in the 
War of 1812 as a cavalryman. He 
was a man of wealth and social im¬ 
portance in Bath County, where his 


whole after life was spent, and where 
he died during the Civil War. 

Robert McGuffin, father of our sub¬ 
ject was a son of James McGuffin and 
his wife, Elizabeth Irwin, who was a 
daughter of Robert Irwin, also a Rev¬ 
olutionary soldier. He removed in 
young manhood from Bath into Jack- 
son County, this State, where he be¬ 
came a man of public importance and 
large means. He served as sheriff of 
Jackson County for two terms prior to 
1850, and then moved to Mason 
County, locating on an estate eight 
miles above Point Pleasant, on the 
Kanawha River. His death occurred 
in 1858. 

The mother of Colonel McGuffin 
was a daughter of John and Elizabeth 
(Stone) McCowan, the former of 
whom w^s a son of James McCowan, 
who served with the rank of captain 
under General Washington, and was 
a witness of Braddock’s defeat at 
Beech Bottom. John McCowan, the 
maternal grandfather of Colonel Mc¬ 
Guffin, was a captain in the W'ar of 
1812. I'he familv records on both 
sides show that a military spirit has 
prevailed and many meml)ers have won 
distinction in that line. Our subject 
was the eldest of four children born 
to his parents, his two brothers and 
sister being as follows: Elizabeth, wife 
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of Walter H. Hogg, now a resident of 
Mason County; Dr. Richard M., of 
Brainwell, Mercer County; and J. B., 
a coal operator on Luke Creek. 

Colonel McGuflfin was about six 
years old when his parents moved to 
Mason County, and his early educa¬ 
tion was obtained in the country 
schools. Later he attended Alleghany 
College, at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
where he was graduated in i86i, in 
lx)th the civil engineering and business 
courses. He was engaged in making 
military maps of Virginia for a time, 
and followed the profession of civil 
engineering for some ten years, and for 
a time served on the United States En¬ 
gineering Corps, on the coast survey 
service. In 1872 he removed to Fay¬ 
ette County in tlie interests of the 
Longdale Coal & Iron Company and 
did all of the prospecting for that cor¬ 
poration. Colonel McGuffin antedat¬ 
ed the building of the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Railway through Fayette Coun¬ 
ty, and was the first shipper of coal 
over the road, shipping before the lines 
were completed to the West. At 
that time the railroad permitted ship¬ 
pers to load their cars with coal on 
the main lines. The road was opened 

June 23, 1873, and our subject shipped 
the first coke from the New River V’^al- 
ley, to the Longdale Coal & Iron Com¬ 


pany’s furnaces at Longdale, Virginia. 
The company for which Colonel Mc- 
Guffin so capably manages, operates a 
line of thirteen miles of railroad 
between Sewell and Cliff Top and 
has seven mines in operation which 
give employment to 1,000 people, 
while the main offices are situ¬ 
ated at Sewell. Colonel McGuffin 
is a man of fine administrative 
ability and is interested in almost all 
of the leading coal, coke and iron en¬ 
terprises of the vicinity, and is prom¬ 
inent in other institutions. He is pres¬ 
ident of the Henry Coal & Coke Com¬ 
pany; of the Dunloop Coal & Coke 
Company; and of the Prudence Coal & 
Coke Company. He is also vice-presi¬ 
dent of the Citizens’ National Bank at 
Charleston, West Virginia, and is sec¬ 
retary and treasurer of the Big Kana¬ 
wha Leasing Company, owning and 
operating some of the biggest silver 
mines in Colorado. 

On June 17, 1873, Colonel Mc¬ 
Guffin was married to Maria Hogg, 
daughter of Col. James Hogg, of Ma¬ 
son County, a veteran of the Mexi¬ 
can W'ar, the family being an old one 
in Virginia, of Scotch ancestry. The 
two children Ixirn to this union are: 
Olie, wife of Clarence Kirwin, of 
Baltimore, Maryland; and Lucy 
M., wife of John Gibson, of 
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Richmond, Kentucky. His second 
marriage was to Nettie Sharp, a 

daughter of William Sharp, who was 
born at Saratoga, New York, but who 

is now a well known resident of Iron- 
ton, Ohio, aged 84 years. One little 
daughter of William Sharp, who was 
this marriage. Col. McGuffin is a 
Mason of high degree, a Knight Temp¬ 
lar, in which he is past commander of 
Kanawha Commandery, No. 4, of 


Charleston, and a Shriner, being a 

4 

meml)er of the Beni-Kedem Temple; he 
is also a Scottish rite Mason of the 
33rd degree. He was honored by be¬ 
ing selected as one of the judges at 
the World's Fair in Chicago, in 1893 
and was one of the judges and had 
charge of the exhibit for the State of 
West Virginia at the celebration of the 
Ohio V^alley Centennial at Cincinnati, 
in IQ03. 
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